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PROBLEM

In Bellevue’s museums there is an albsence
and underrepresentation of Washington’s
Chinese community in addition to a gap
within  the recorded history of this

community. This project intends to address
this absence by centering this community in a

Bellevue heritage center/museum, the
Eastside Heritage Center, through a detailed
map of sites and locations relevant to the
Chinese community.

community

PURPOSE QTMPACT

The Eastside Heritage Center expressed a
desire to focus more of their programs and
collections on non-white communities and
histories. This project will be made available
to the Eastside Heritage center to include in
their own programming.

RESULTS Q INTENTIONS

The map highlights a small window of the expansive
history of the Chinese community across Western
Washington. Documenting a snapshot of these sites and
histories in a handheld format (and digital format) makes
this information more accessible and engaging to
individuals who might not have known the history covered
in the map. This project will be a step toward enhancing

the awareness of this community within a Bellevue

heritage  center, highlighting this community’s
experiences and key individuals while moving through the
history of the region. The map’s availability in both a
physical and digital format will allow it to reach the
audience of in-person museum visitors in addition to
virtual and potential visitors through the online format.
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REFLECTIONS

The finalized map will be mailed to the Eastside
Heritage Center to display in-person and online.
While it’s near impossible to include the entirety
of this community’s history into this project, the
map highlights some of the largest and most

influential settlements and individuals within the
community. Ideally this project is a small step
towards the implementation of marginalized
communities into discussions and understandings
of U.S. history and culture.
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