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/NFY 1. IN A MEETING WITH CHIEF OF THE SALVADORAN ARMED FORCES JOINT GENERAL

. "STAFF (EMCFA) GENERAL ADOLFO ONECIFERQ ((BLANDON)) ON 7 OCTOBER 1985, COMMANDER OF
THE FOURTH INFANTRY BRIGADE COLONEL SIGIFREDO ((OCHOA)) PEREZ ASKED TO BE EITHER
REASSIGNED OR ALLOWED TO SUBMIT A REQUEST FOR RETIREMENT. OCHOA GAVE BLANDON TWO
REASONS. THE FIRST WAS HIS DISSATISFACTION WITH THE MANNER IN WHICH NEGOTIATIONS ARE
BEING HANDLED FOR THE RELEASE OF PRESIDENT JOSE NAPOLEOCN ((DUARTE))'S KIDNAPPED
DAUGHTER. THE SECOND WAS THE RESTRICTION WHICH DUARTE HAS PLACED ON OCHOA
PREVENTING HIM FROM OPERATING IN CERTAIN AREAS WITHIN HIS MILITARY JURISDICTION WHILE
THE NEGOTIATIONS ARE UNDERWAY. ‘

M) 2. DURING THE MEETING, OCHOA ALSO EXPRESSED STRONG OPPOSITION TO THE ROLE
BEING PLAYED BY MINISTER OF DEFENSE AND PUBLIC SECURITY GENERAL CARLOS EUGENIO
{{(VIDES)) CASANOVA IN THE CURRENT CRISIS CREATED BY THE KIDNAPPING. OCHOA STATED THAT
VIDES HAD NOT STOOD UP FOR MILITARY AS OCHOA BELIEVED HE SHOULD IN A RECENT MEETING
BETWEEN MILITARY OFFICERS AND PRESIDENT DUARTE. OCHOA
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C/NF) DESCRIBED VIDES AS WEAK AND POLITICALLY MOTNATED'%H 'iCOMMENT OCHOA
R

WAS PROBABLY REFERRING TO THE 25 SEPTEMBER MEETING AT WH TE PROVIDED A
GENERAL BRIEFING ON THE KIDNAPPING SITUATION TO LOMMANNERS ANRATHED
SALVADORA MANDERS. _

CHOA'S HAVING BEEN THE ONLY OFFICER TO
. S OPPOSITION TO NEGOTIATING WITH THE KIDNAPPERS BOTH DURING DISCUSSION AMONG
THE OFFICERS BEFORE DUARTE ARRIVED AND IN A LESS [FORCEFUL FASHION BURING THE
BRIEFING.) ;

M) 3. OCHOA GAVE BLANDON THREE CHOIC;Eé: THAT OCHOA BE TRANSFERED wurHtN EL
SALVADOR; THAT HE BE TRANSFERRED QUT OF EL’SALVADOR; OR THAT HE BE ALLOWED TO
RETIRE. OCHOA STATED THAT OF THE THREE CHOICES, HE PREFERRED RETIREMENT.

C/NF) 4. OCHOA TOLD BLANDON THAT HIS FAMILY LIFE HAD SUFFERED AS A RESULT OF HIS
ASSIGNMENT AS COMMANDER OF THE FOURTH BRIGADE. HE FELT AS THOUGH HE HAD NOT BEEN
SUPPORTED BY THE MINISTRY OF DEFENSE IN HIS EFFORTS TO PROTECT HIS FAMILY, WHOSE
LIVES HE BELIEVED TO BE ENDANGERED BY HIS CURRENT ASSIGNMENT. HE CONTENDED THAT HIS
FAMILY WAS FURTHER THREATENED8Y THE INCREASED LIKELIHOQD OF ADD!TIONAL KIDNAPPINGS
RESULTING FROM THE GOVERNMENT‘S WEAK STANCE IN DEALING WITH THE TERROR!STS WHO
ABDUCTED THE PRESIDENT'S DAHGHTER

M} 5. BLANDON GAVE: OCHOA UNTIL 12 OCTOBER TO RETHINK HIS POSIT]ON BEFORE
BLANDON WOULD TAKE ANY ACTION ON OCHOA'S REQUEST, OCHOA INDICATED THAT HE WOULD
NOT DISCUSS THIS MATTER BEYOND HIS IMMEDIATE FAMILY FOR THE TIME,'BEING

M

C/NF} 6. IQOMMENT IN JANUARY 1983, WHEN HE WAS MIF_ITARY COMMANDER OF

" CABANAS DEPARTMENT, OCHOA CALLED HiS TROOPS IN AND CLOSED QFF THE BARRACKS IN
PROTEST AGAINST THE THEN MINISTER OF DEFENSE, GENERAL JOSE GUILLERMO ((GARCIA)), WHO
WAS EVENTUALLY REPLAEED BY VIDES. THERE IS NQ INDICATION THA’T OCHOA INTENDS TO TAKE
SIMILAR ACTION AGAINST V!DES AT THIS POINT.) /
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