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California National Guard’s Tiger Unit comprised
of Korean Americans; formed on December 22,
1941 in the wake of Pearl Harbor.
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The Korean Ladies Relief Society in Hawaii form-
ed on April 1, 1919, a strong supporter of the
Korean independence movement for 30 years.

%
lo
oli
-
N,
i}
=



o ke oA}

ol

=Zto 7 UW, Hdo UH-T 1985d 927 ol HATE /b7 2Foq A= 19
68 120l A =}d (4] 1,364 wl2lm Kol Bofl =2t 2wt 4
QA UW, tHehd F-F3boll F&t= 3 Fo AR 2F Tl A8 4-d =
A1z}, % gietE S =90 4 2hdE EBotA S4ste R
AterSoll Al d 2] ZH S B

b RFA A= 19721 U W, EEF-sHate] HIA R 2575 X113, 19773 &
et A 2 H 25t AT Febate] 3y S =3k, 1980 ol = 53
4 378 Y X2 AT, B Ehae) 8 B A ka2 ok 2 A Woksy 2wk,

Zabeh stoll A= 11O BFEE S FAHA FHES A5t Yunja
Yu Memorial Fund= U,W, Hub QFoj] Q)] += People’s Bankol] A &l 5lod A =} =
o AetE-g Ay Fol|r = sieh,

2HH QbF- 2o A= SHRI A B 1 5] A& SHE-SHal ] AR B-AFE § o},
S AT A 7 - E 7] d ol = X UW, B ol A SERIZREE 2
EQo® o7 AUBALE W, ABATE Yol s Aga
A 712 H IEHEE, S5 BEg5o] 24, 4HAEE |5t 2533 &
FAASH=EE FloA 5= U= =AUl =5 U W, 2] Korean American Resea
rch Project S} $1Q1 o]RIA} - M ks] ol & - xbod ALS] &2 Zo
At EX|8 UF FEH T 535 WA FTE X B4 = 45 FRIEd
ol WAol QoAM= et s UW, ms| ol 4 U™ o7l A} =
28] 23 7HAS|E S48, Joseph Hong QI B B8 -85 o] ol 4] o}
A 2R Sl 2EE o, Ao 4 Eda ERFE k88 =
T A4S = e

T]le] WES HlT,

ol

rOI' }-‘H

36



250 = HAZPdAARRIY] =S
Sl A Rl & RIS 1TEANE AT H
204 7] =Gl ARIEQI
O F n|=Fo B =7} 2bA] Gresham, Or
egonoi] H=t5ted Q1439 FEAH S A1
U= FHY A28 ooyl = S
I, AIHAE 24 S S(EFaHEE)
o] S AN Sk o S,

194814 o] =Fs] AdAH 3} b4 Seattle
o] =2FsHAle B8 &+ 40d 5-)F o|3t

SERIALSI S dH = AFEES #HESE AF
HFOoF ol/AFR]o IAFHEIL oY
2= HSE W2 AIbdAARRRe] <l
B HES E8] 2%l 7] Z=2] Seattle S}
Q1 E529] E=4}3}, Chinatownol] Aol &

gt 27]0lrl =41 E2=2] olok~],

31s] Zd Rt Y, 2htell o3
IRl =%t olopr|E S gt
ot At 7H8Y =23 JAEH R, b
A ALZE A FSH4A k&, 2 Blo A 5]
dhAb 31%F ] FRRIs|Hol A7 A
RSN F Flag § 2t FHEE
22 E 2SN A HolE A oleh
27150l A 705t Joseph Hong ] 2] X
%l Zz2]Q1R| 9] Alaska % 7|07l o]okr]
off o]o{ 4] t}=2oll= Gresham off % =I5}
Y Al BEo] ARIERICE X|ZFGH
MEEH S S0l B E St} 214
off <7k & °] ¥ U2 FUt
Ho|opdE 3kl o|v7l 903 ALe] 4F &
Adolth, = EAE S olAA U
S AR, = 24 A =2te] 7Ex]He] A
=b, 2l FA3Te] ZAEof g Al o k2]
ZAs xtoloAl A 2= ZH-E°] °ok7Igt 7}

37

A4, &) qE 3 Ay S,
19601 d ol = AMtEo] o w23
°] Brtm Zrh Rt 989 &3 109
Zof| Gresham 3} Bremertonoy 7}4A| ==
S RJABFE |IFE 7] =5ta, = DPA,
Aol A U3 7] o7l QlElR gl o]

T(YF2, WU, BA, A, =
He, BSBIHE B2 o Yoo},

24 shyEIte] zerslE UW. gkl
shsl xR, shEstm Y s,
Seattle School Districte] o]|Zio] m-S-3t
A ZF=3F 4+2]si A1 U.W,. Ethnic Cultural
Centerof] A{ 2,3x}oy] A= ZIts =
Ztm O Z|ES EE HeE|siEsEa
A 2| Zo) o},

o= AL X3 olwlA AT W
ArhE HI xdstd 27|18 uba
th = o] 713lo] Aul A8 EA EH S
ZRITh ol gRIALE|S] /|=ZE o] %3]
A g o] 2Faskr 7| Mol AFHRI T Y
SHAIE ZRF dAIEl o3| A H e
AJofof] ZSE InformationS 7] R =
HE HX|Y HIE deiFzim =24
gt 7| E2Hg o o8 ==0] F 3z},

o

o

i\

B

Daeshik Yu

Project Director

Korean American Research Project
Dept, of American Ethnic Studies
University of Washington

Seattle, WA 98195
(206)543—6301
(206)523—4902(&])



Presenting the Inaugnral Issue

Ick-Whan Lee
President

Thanks to the support and encouragement from the community members,
the Korean American Historical Society, still in its infant stage since
its birth last spring, is able to publish the inaugural issue of the
Society's Journal. With Thanksgiving Day just around the corner, we
humbly present this volume to celebrate a harvest of concerted effort by
a group of Korean Americans in the Northwest.

As we stated in our mission statement and elsewhere, it is our goal
to give a sense of continuity to the short spans of our individual lives
in the context of Korean American history, and we have adopted a few
simple principles to achieve this goal in our Journal. The Oral History
section documents the 1life stories of historically significant Korean
Americans in the Northwest region. An interview with Joseph Hong (64)
featured in this issue is also a story about his father, Mr. Ji In Hong,
who settled in Ketchikan, Alaska in 1898. In all probability, Mr. Ji In
Hong may be the very first Korean to have set foot in the Northwestern

region. Secondly, the Panel Discussion section of our Journal focuses
on current issues of common interest to all members of the Korean
American community. In this volume, the teachers and parents of the

weekend Korean language schools exchange opinions on the subject of
teaching Korean to children growing up in America, and discuss what kind
of human beings they wish to raise their children to be. Thirdly, all
items appearing in the Journal will be presented both in Korean and
English. By keeping the Journal bilingual, we hope to bridge the
widening gap between parents and children, while at the same time
advocating Korean American interest by informing the mainstream society
of our heritage and beliefs.

Korean American history, though less than a century long, has far
too many variations of the saga of the journey to a new land to be told
in a single volume. Also the inevitable lag between the dream and
reality--between what the Society's founding members wish to accomplish
and the financial constraints under which they have to operate--has
placed a further 1imit of the scope of the Journal. Consequently, we
could carry only a small portion of the materials collected since we
began in the spring. We will continue to introduce these and other
materials in our future volumes.



One of the things that deserves special mention is that the Korean
American Historical Society has provided a community matching fund of
$10,000 to the Graduate School Research Fund at the University of
Washington to support the Korean American Research Project headed by
Dr. Daeshik Yu. As a result, a book-length pictorial essay on Korean
Americans in the Northwest will be published in the fall of 1986.

As we continue to work on our projects, the founding members of the
Korean American Historical Society will constantly remind ourselves of
your encouraging words. Pledging a $1,000 donation for the Society's
cause, one businessman said, "Your projects seem highly feasible, and I
am sure the Korean community will benefit form them immensely." One
Korean American religious leader, 1likening our project to a family
geneology on a grand scale, urged us: "“Though I cannot officially
solicit support from my church members since yours is an activity of
secular nature, I can assure you of my personal backing because as a
Korean, I think it 1is a very worthy project. You should push it on
despite a 1lot of criticism you may encounter down the line." "This
business of documenting our footsteps," said a Korean American banker,
"appeals to me wunlike those frequent requests for donations for some
silly events 1like parties, picnics and recreational sports. I am glad
you came up with a project worthy of some of my hard earned money." A
Korean American physician said, "I always felt the need for something
like this in my 20 years in Washington. Somebody has got to do it
sooner or later, and I am glad you are doing it." These and many other
encouragements will be kept alive in our hearts as we strive to live up
to your expectations.

Although we may be motivated by our own need to satisfy our in-
stinctive curiosity for our past, the greatest reward conceivable for
the Korean American Historical Society would have to be the delight our
posterity would feel when our future generations, puzzled by the ques-
tion of heritage and history just as we are now, happen to come upon the
works we have left behind us.

Finally, we welcome your comments and suggestions on the inauguré]
jssue of our Journal. We need your candid criticism as well as your
support for our growth.
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Gil Joon Yoo

% A member of the first diplomatic mission. He
i stayed behind to become the first Korean stu-

dentin America. Author of What | Saw & Heard in

. My Visit to the West.
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Goals

of

Korean American Historical Society

In the Alaskan fish canneries of old
times, the faded and dilapidated walls of
workers' dormitories had a variety of graffiti
among whose squiggies and sprawlings were
quite a few names of people. Some were
undoubtedly Korean names, which revealed to
many an eyewitness of the late 1960's the
vicissitudes of immigrants' lives in the
United States.

Until about 1948 or thereabouts, accord-
ing to one story, there were ten to twenty
Korean men, all bachelors of advanced age, who
had lived in Seattle's Chinatown since the
turn of the century, immediately following the
first Korean emigration to Hawaii between 1903
and 1905. These men went to work in the
Alaskan canneries during the fishing seasons
and returned to Chinatown in Seattle to while
away winter months, gambling and drinking
until the next season.

Could those Korean names found among the
graffiti in the Alaskan cannery possibly
belong to some of the Koreans who passed away
after living part of their lives in Seattle's
Chinatown? Who were they? How did they get
there? What went through their minds and
hearts?

While these questions challenge our sense
of history to uncover the secret hidden in the
labyrinth of time, other questions cloud our
minds about our own destiny. When the Korean
American husbands and wives, after consuming
themselves to eke out a living, are finally
gone, where would their records be kept?
After we are buried in this land, how can our
children and grandchildren know about us?

This is a problem that concerns every one of
us, no matter what motivated each of us to
come to the United States, and for whatever
reasons we chose the state of Washington to be
our second home.

In the past, Korean American history
received much attention for its involvement
with Korea's independence movement against

Japan. Several books were published on the
history of Korean Americans in such areas as
Hawaii, Los Angeles, San Francisco, Chicago,
and New York. More recently there has been a
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promising development in the study of the
Korean American community, especially as part
of Asian American studies in several American
colleges and universities.

Unfortunately, however, very Tlittle has
been written on the history of Korean
Americans in the state of Washington. The

only existing study on the subject is a 1973
report by Mr. Jae Kun Yoo. In the decade
since that report, the Korean American
population in Washington showed a phenomenal
growth, The 1980 Census data showed that
Korean Americans are actively engaged in the
socio-economic and cultural enrichment of
Washington State in 37 of its 39 counties.

The Korean American Historical Society is
formed in order to record the current activi-
ties of Korean Americans in every corner of
Washington State and, at the same time, trace
the footsteps of those Koreans who came before
us back to the beginning.

We, the founding members of the Korean
American Historical Society, will try to
achieve these goals by means of the following
short and long range programs.

1. Korean Americans in Washington State:
Their Past and Present

This project will conduct a one-year
search for materials and information necessary
for a book-length pictorial - essay on Korean
Americans in Washington State and prepare for

publication a manuscript entitled "Korean
Americans in Washington: Their Past and
Present.” Dr. Daeshik Yu, one of the founding

members of the Korean American Historical
Society, has been awarded a grant from the
University of Washington Graduate School for
this project. Although the UW grant covers
only part of the project funds, it is highly
significant that the University of Washington
officially recognized the important role
Korean American history plays in the enrich-
ment of the Washington State's cultural
history.

The proposed pictorial essay will be
written in English, incorporating the data and
information collected through interviews and



questionnaires and also photographs and docu-
ments gathered from the Korean American com-
munity and other sources. By realistically
portraying various aspects of the Korean
American community in the state--political,
social, economic, cultural, religious, and
educational--we will try in this book to
clearly etch the history and contributions
made by Korean Americans into the conscious-
ness of Washingtonians, and thus advocate the
Korean American interests.

2. Korean American Oral History Project

The Korean American Oral History Project
is a program, which will continue as long as
the Korean American Historical Society keeps
functioning as a  perpetual non-profit
corporation. A wide range of Korean American
experiences of historical significance will be
recorded on tapes through oral history inter-
views, which will then be transcribed, trans-
lated, and edited.

Although documents on well-known
historical figures are readily accessible,
ordinary men and women who have been silently
contributing to the foundation of Korean
American culture are frequently neglected.
The Korean American Oral History Project will
focus on documenting the experiences of unsung
heroes and heroines, young and old, rich and
poor alike.

3. Publication of Journal

A Korean American Historical Society
Journal will be published regularly to keep
its members and the general public informed of
our research activities as well as the
opinions of concerned Washingtonians.

The bilingual journal with a Korean-
English facing text is intended to promote an
ongoing dialogue between the first and second
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generation Korean Americans. By presenting
issues and problems of common interest in two
languages, the journal will try to bridge the
ever-widening gap between the old and young
generations. It will provide materials for
mothers and sons and fathers and daughters to
read together in a language they are more com-
fortable with, and thus enhance their mutual
understanding by sharing the thoughts and
feelings with one another.

A1l materials produced by our projects
will be kept at the Korean American Historical
Society for permanent preservation, and a set
of duplicates will be sent to appropriate
libraries.

The country we chose for our second home
is a nation of immigrants aspiring to the
principles of equality, freedom, and
democracy. And no group of people can
effectively participate in the democratic
process without an accurate sense of who they
are and where they have been.

We, the founding members of the Korean
American Historical Society, urge our fellow
Korean Americans in Washington State to join
our effort to record where we have been and
define who we are. Our task is not simply
that of a few individuals, but rather that
which concerns everyone in the Korean American
community.

Your participation and support s
essential if our footsteps are not to be
buried in the graffiti on ancient walls of
some workers' dormitories.

Founding Members: Kwang Ho Baek, Jae Won Choe,
Chul Joon Kim, Hong K. Kim, Young Gil Kwon, Ick-Whan
Lee, Ki Lyun Lee, Young Joo Lee, Kun H. Park, Yung D.
Woo and Daeshik Yu.
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A copy of the Korea — U.S.A.
Treaty of Peace, Amity, Com-
merce and Navigation signed
on May 22, 1882.
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An Interview with Joe Hong

Born and naised in Ketchikan,
Alaska, Joseph S. Hong attended
the University of Alaska in
Fainbanks but Legt at the out-
break of§ Workd Warn 11 Lo foin
the US Awmy. He Laten complet-
ed his education at the Univenr-
54ty of Washington. He wonrked
forn the Federal Government as

a memben of the 19th Board of
National Laborn Relations Act
in Seattle begore retwwiing to
Alas ka where he administered
housdng phrograms statewide.
When Alaska was hit by a dev-
astating eanthquake in 1963,
Joe Hong was appointed by
President Johmson £o dinect

and supervise a $200 million
A4x-cdly necovery project,
which covered Anchonrage,
Condova, Valdez, Celdovia, -

Kodiak and Seward. As a I,oylg Lime nesident of Anchofzage Joe participated
actively in many Local civic groups and served 4n state and natiomwide ofgices
forn groups Like the Juniorn Chamber of Commerce and Veterans of Foreign Wans.

Recognizing him as "an Alaskan of distinction,”" The Alaska Alumnus said in the
Decembern 1984 issue that "Not only is he one of the §iwst Korean American
Alaskans , but was twice named one of Alaska's most eligible Valentine's Day
bachelons by the Anchorage Times."

Joe's fathern, Mr. Ji In Hong, was probably the very inst Korean to awvive in
the Nonthwest. Mnr. Hong senion emigrated grom Korea to the United States 4in
1898, several yearns before the official emigrhation of 7,226 Koreans to Hawail.
Aftern working as a packern forn prospectons in Skagway, Mr. Hong moved to Ketchi-
kan where he started his own business and became one 0§ the wealthiest men in
town by the 19205. But the Wall Street crash of 1929 was to wipe him out as
it did many othern businessmen throughout the nation. Joe's mothern and his
sisten who had gone back to Korea on a shornt visit to prove theirn success
stayed and died in Kornea. Mr. Hong nevern recovered gfrom the tragic impackt of
the Depression; he had no money to brning them back.

Retined since 1975 and now recuperating ghom an L€Lness complicated with a
hip injury at the Ballard Convalescent Center, Joe Hong was interviewed by
Daeshik Yu o the Korean American Histonical Society on March 22 and Aprnil 3,
1985. The following excenpts are trhanscribed by Yunja Yu and translated into
Korean by Hong Ki Kim and 1ck-whan Lee.
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PART 1

YU: I learned from an article in the
Alaska Alumnus that you were born and raised
in Ketchikan, Alaska. What year were you born
in?

HONG: I was born there in 1921. In fact
my birthday is the 3lst of this month (March
1985). 1'd be 64 then.

YU: You went to the University of
Washington to complete your education which
you started at the University of Alaska,

Fairbanks?
HONG: Yes, I started at the University
of Alaska. Then after World War II, I com-

pleted my education here.
1946 to 48.

I went here from

YU: What did you major in?

HONG: I was in what was known as
economics and business--a two-part degree.
And my class elected to abolish the degree.
We stated that we wanted to be the last to be
graduated under that economics and business
degree because we felt from our experiences,
since we had already been out in the world,
that we didn't have enough economics to be in
the field of economics and not enough in the
business field to sort of fit in. So we
wanted the degree separated. In other words,
you ought to take a degree in economics or you
took a degree in general business in order to
be better qualified.

YU: That seems to be a trend-setting
event in the University's curriculum.

HONG: Yes. The class took a vote, and
the University of Washington recognized us at
that time and stated that that would be
carried out, and that we would be the 1last
known class. So far as the future was
concerned, they would leave that alone. And
if they want to go back to it, they would have
to make some modifications for it. I don't
know what exists today, but that was the
degree that I graduated under.

YU: What did you do after you graduated
from the University of Washington?

HONG: When I graduated I already had a
job. The job field that I entered was open
and was Jjust awaiting my graduation. 1

couldn't take the job until I had the degree
in my hand. And I went to work for the
Federal Government as a member of the 19th
Board of the National Labor Relations Act.
The Seattle Board covered o) many
states--Washington, Alaska, part of Montani,
and part of Oregon. That was the first job I
had when I graduated.

YU: What kind of work were you involved
in at your job?
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HONG: Under the Taft-Harley Law, which
created us, we operated in carrying out the
various provisions of the law. We would go
into the field and supervise holding elections
for Union shops and see to it that management
practices complied within the law.

YU: Where was your office located when
you held your first job?

HONG: My office was in the Smith Tower
when we first started, and later it was moved.
I think that the Labor Review Board still
exists, but not in a grand scale that we
existed because we were the beginning. Most
of the manufacturing concerns and businesses
and labor unions have complied with the law.
So there's very little need for the Board now.
Everything has fallen in line.

YU: What was your second job?

HONG:
years.

Let me see. I was here for two

YU: During the 40's?

HONG: Late 40's. I was in the war in
the first part. In the late 40's, right after
the graduation, I got the job, and I worked
here about two years, and thought I'd Tike to
have my father come down. He hadn't been
outside at that time in over 30 years.

YU: OQOutside where?

HONG: Outside of .... We call the south
48 states "outside." That's sort of a
linguistic jargon. As to what was the

outside, we were on the inside and the people
down here were on the outside. It's just a
very curious way we use. That's the way we
thought of it because we were so far away.
Right. The people in Hawaii had some type of
a jargon for that relationship, too. They
talked about states; they talked about the
islands. The island was theirs; the states
were something different. Yeah, us and them.

YU: So did you bring your father down
here to the outside?

HONG: No. He couldn't come because he
had a stroke. So when I went home, I quit the
job because I had to take care of him. I went
home to take care of him and he was placed in
a hospital.

YU: How old was he then?

HONG: When he died, he was 75.
YU: Do you remember what year he died
in?

HONG: I can't remember. He died in the
50's. Yeah, it has to be in the 50's. In
Ketchikan, right. That's where he made the
home.



YU: I understand that he first came to
Seattle in 18987

HONG: Something Tike that because almost
all of the people at that time that came to
Alaska came because of the gold rush. And
people from all over the world came, and my
father was one of those who came from a
different country. The reason for it was very
simple. The 1898 was the biggest gold rush in
the history of the world, and people from all
over the world came to try and make their
fortune. Very few of them did, and my father
was one of the very few, too, on that same
basis although he Tlater became a very
good--had a very good success as far as that
was concerned. He had no
problems--financially or anything like that.

In fact, as far as the town of Ketchikan was
concerned when I was young, my father was one
of the wealthiest men in town.

YU: How big was the
Ketchikan at that time?

population of

HONG: The population of Ketchikan at
that time--at the turn of the century was less
than 2,000. When I grew up after the gold
rush subsided, the population was roughly
around 3,000,

YU: Your father must have been a man of
adventures because ...

HONG: Yeah, he was, although he was sort
of forced into it.

YU: How was that?

HONG: Well, the way he came to America
was like this. When the gold rush news hit in
Korea, the family talked about it, and they
decided that they should send someone. So the
family olanned--not only my family but the
relatives of the family through marriages and
so forth--there were about seven families
involved in the Hong family. And what they
did was they got together and sat down to
discuss how to raise the money. They raised
the money as to how much money they needed,
and then they decided on sending the youngest
and brightest one of the group. And my father
was selected because of that. He was ordered
to go. Ha, ha, ha ... different.

YU: How old was your father then?

HONG: I think he was in his Tlate teens
or early 20s. I don't know his age at that
time. I would have to research it as far as
that's concerned. I wasn't concerned about my
father's age.

YU: Most of the early Korean immigrants
cane through Hawaii during the period of
1903-1905. In view of that fact, your father
must have been ....

44

HONG: He came before that time. He had
a ticket for either San Francisco or Seattle.
I am not sure which town he came to enter the
United States, but those were the two towns on
the West Coast that dealt with Orient. So it
doesn't make much difference whether he came
through San Francisco or Seattle.

YU: Did your father ever talk about how
long he stayed in Seattle?

HONG: No. Quite frankly, we never
talked about it ... I knew about it ...
because there was nothing to talk about as far
as coming through here was concerned. The
very fact that he was making his Tiving in
Alaska in a settled home and was raising a
family (was important to us). Nobody was
interested in how long he stayed here.

YU: When the family meeting back in
Korea decided to send your father to America,

did they have Alaska as the definite
destination?
HONG: Not exactly, because the gold rush

was actually started in Canada.
the gold field, the easiest way was to go
through Alaska. And Alaska ... oh . Alaska
had a gold rush, too. But the gold rush in
Alaska, I think, was 1910; my father did not
participate in that one.

But to reach

He got as far as the town of Skagway
where the White Pass trail winds up over into
Canada. And the Canadians at the border had
requirements. My father had enough money to
get there, but the requirement that the
Canadian Mounted Police set up was that no one
could enter Canada without one ton of food or
$1,000 in order to subsist. My father didn't
have one ton of food or $1,000. So he
couldn't go into Canada. So he stayed on the
American side and worked as a packer on the
trail. He packed goods up for the prospectors
on his back. It took three days to get up
there but only an hour to come down because it
is a sharp incline. And they just took one
step at a time with a 100 pounds on their
back. Wowi My father was small; he was only
5 feet 2 inches tall, but he weighed around
130 pounds--as much as I did when I was fully
grown. I have lost a lot of weight because of
illness, and I only weigh 90 pounds now. I
normally weigh around 130 or 140.

YU: I am sorry ...

HONG:
life.

Ah, that's all right. That's

YU: I read that you joined the army when
World War II broke out.

HONG: In a sense, I didn't Jjoin the
army. I was attending the University of
Alaska, and I was already in the military
reserve. I was under what was known as



Reserve Officers Training Corps. And so
actually I didn't enter the war, I was just
called to executive duty by the order of the
President. A1l students at the University
either had to join the ROTC or were made a
member of it if they were physically fit and
mentally capable. We were supposed to become
a new breed of officers corps.

YU: Is it true that you inducted the
first governor of Alaska Bill Egan into the
army?

HONG: I didn't induct him. I got him as
a recruit for training purpose because I was
stationed with the training corps for all of
Western Alaska. We got all of military
recruits in and we trained them, made them
into soldiers, and assigned them. Yeah, I got
the first governor of Alaska, Governor Bill
Egan. He and I became close personal friends.

YU: Would you tell me about the humorous
line Bill Egan was fond of wusing in
introducing you at the state functions?

HONG: Well, what happened was he had a
great 1iking for me and I'd be at some state
party that the governor was there. He'd be
talking to some people, and he says, "You see
Joe down there?" They'd say, "Yeah, we see
Joe." He says, "You know, twenty-five years
ago in World War II, he was my boss. By
Golly, now that I'm Governor, I'm his boss. I
made it." That's a story he used to tell all
the time.

YU: I think the story illustrates rather
poignantly how much contribution you have made
to the state of Alaska. You are a person of
important histerical signifiance, especially
from what we now call the Korean American
point of view.

HONG: I don't consider it in a great
historical point of view in the way you do
because of the fact that you are recording and
documenting it. I Tlook upon it simply as a
fact that it was a phase of my living that
contributed to it just like many of the people
are in the same situation as I am that are
presently living in Alaska. Their families,
in a sense, created a history for them. We
didn't create it. We dind't do it. The
families did it, you see. But we are part of
the record as being part of the family.

YU: In a sense, record keeping is
something that we as a group have been
neglecting although understandably so because
everybody was busy Jjust making it through
every day. But now there's quite a ...

HONG: A surge now.

YU: In the past ten or twenty years, the
Korean American population in the state of
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Washington has grown from something 1ike 5,000
to 30,000.

HONG: The Korean War brought that about
basically. In fact I had never met a Korean
woman here until the Korean War came about. I
saw all of the brides that the servicemen
brought back. We had a big surge in the
Korean population after every war, that is
true no matter where the war is conducted,
they bring back the women, ha, ha, ha.
Another point that comes to mind for me is
that when I visited the Consul in San
Francisco, we sat and chatted. I went home
with him to have dinner. He was interested in
me, and so we talked and chatted. In the
evening, he said, "You know, Joe? You have an
education; you have a very good background."
And he says, "What I would like to recommend
to you is that you write a history of the Hong
family." He says that he could not provide
any funds nor did he know of any Korean
American foundation that would have that kind
of money to be able to spend, say, on you,
because, one, you would be an untried author,
and you Jjust had a story to tell as far as
that's concerned." And so he said, "You'll
have to do it on your own."

Then, several people in my hometown that
[ grew up with, when they learned the history
of my family, some of the kids that I grew up
with, Jjust came to Alaska. Their families
just moved in because of the growth in fishing
and timbering. And when they found out about
my background, they said, "Gee, you know, this
ought to be decumented." Do you know the guy
who came along and did it 50 years Tlater?
Ron. Fifty years afterwards he came around ta
do it. I had no great desire to do anything
about the history because as I said I was just
part of it. I participated in what the family
did. I was just a result of it. It's like
the fact that I tell the story that "“my
parents came to Alaska for the gold rush, and
they have been mad for 50 years because the
only thing they got was me.” So I say I'm
sort of a disgrace to the family.

YU: You are kidding, of course. A man
of your achievement and of your personality
cannot be a disgrace to any family or to any
parents. I am sure you were the source of
pride for your parents.

HONG: Well, they probably would be as
far as that was concerned because I know cne
thing. When I was growing up, my father was a
very good and very strong man mentally and
physically. And if he saw what had happened
to me and what I had done, he would have stood
very proud. I know that because my father
recognized the ability in other people, not
that I had any great ability because of the
fact that I worked with .... I was at home in
the American scene. Right. Not that I was in
a great thing or anything like that ... just
part of the American scene, which he would
have loved.



YU:
Korea?

Did your father talk much about

HONG: That's a curious part.
seldom ever talked about Korea,
never understand it. I would have to ask him
guestions. He would answer the questions if I
had questions. But since I had not visited
Korea, I had very few questions. What did I
want to question about a place I had never

been? You know? I think that my thought as I
was growing wup was that, er ... and
afterwards, after I was an adult, was that the
reason he didn't speak about it was, one, my
father realized I would never be going back
because I couldn't speak the Tlanguage or
anything, and that there was no desire on his
part to go back since he has made his home
here. And it was because of that fact that my
father kept the Korean background in the back
because he wanted me to be accepted in part of
the American scene. That's my feelings about
it now. It was a good attitude at the time
because he did what he thought was right.

He very
and I could

YU: When your father went back to Korea
to get married, was he already the wealthiest
man in Ketchikan as you said earlier?

HONG: No, no, he wasn't the wealthiest.
He was one of the wealthier persons in
Ketchikan, not the wealthiest. No. He was

among the cream of society when Ketchikan was
concerned because he was well to do.

YU: Thanks for correcting me. I guess
what I meant to ask you is "Was he that
successful already before he had gone back to
Korea?"

HONG: Yes, the very fact that he could
take ... er ... he could go down to Seattle
and buy a first class ticket proves it because
most of the Oriental people never traveled in
the cabin. They traveld steerage class
because steerage class was the cheapest, and
they slept in canvas bunks in the cargo haul.

My father was very peculiar and very
outstanding in that when he went back to Korea
to get married, he actually met my mother
before he married her. She was not a picture

bride. He went back to look, and he selected
my mother and they met. And their families
joined together and formed a marriage
ceremony.

Oh, the great thing that the Orientials,
all of them did it, was that in Hawaii there
were marriage brokers, and what they would do
is arrange marriages and get the brides from
the old country. What the men did was,
because they were in their forties and

fifties, they walked down the street and saw a
nice young man, about 25, you know. "Hey,"
they says, "I'11 give you a dollar to take a
picture." So the young man says, "why not?"
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They'd get a dollar just to have a picture
taken by street photographers. The marriage
broker sent that picture of the young man back
to the proposed brides and says that "this is
going to be your hasband if you elect to marry
him."

Here was a nice looking young man. So
the families agreed. When the ship came, and
the old man got off and had a picture of the
true bride; she had a picture of someone else.

There was a great deal of social unrest.
In fact the social unrest lasted into the 30's
because most of the early families, no matter
whether they were Japanese, Chinese, or
Korean, had the picture bride method. And so
there was a great disparity--20 or 25 years of
disparity in age. And it wasn't a funny thing
for the brides. Most of the brides overcame
it because they realized towards their middle
age life that they had a good thing going, and
that they were happy because they were raising
a family. They had no worries, and things
were going fine in most cases.

YU: These stories about picture brides
and the related social problems were mostly
about those in Hawaii. How did you become so
familiar with these stories? Did you spend
some time in Hawaii?

HONG: I Tlived there as a boy for two
years. When my father went to Korea, what
happened was that .... HNo, no ... er ... in
28 and 29 my father was very wealthy,
well-off. And my mother wanted to go back to
prove their success. And so my father thought
about it and says, "Okay, let's go." So he
stopped off in Hawaii and had a business deal
there, and my other and my sister went to
Korea.

YU: Were you with them, then?

HONG: I was with him. My father and I
stayed in Hawaii, and my mother and sister
went to Korea. And what happened was the the
Crash. My father got invested in business

there in Hawaii.

In fact, I looked, when I visited Hawaii

in 1959, I actually looked at the property
that my father had on 99-year lease. There
was no outright Tland purchase in Hawaii

because of the fact that the minority white
population did not want the Orientials
grabbing up the Tland. So they only Tleased
land and property to the Orientials.

And so my father actually had under a
lease for 99 years a half of a city block.
And I looked at the property and I said, "My
god, this?!" And a friend of my father's
says, "Yes. The lease today would be worth
$1,000 a foot." I said, "My god, I would have
grown up with a silver spoon in my mouth." He



says, "Not a silver spoon, Joe. A gold one.
This is one of the wealthiest part of the
city--the highest value."” And I looked at it,
and I said, "Well, 1ife changes."

YU: What happened then?
sister went

You mother and

HONG: My mother sister had to stay [in
Korea] because we didn't have enough money to
bring them back. We came back the way that
most Orientals traveled in those days. We
came back steerage class, not cabin class.

YU: Would you mind explaining why?

HONG: Because we had no money. All of
our property was wiped out by the Crash. The
Crash was the great economic disaster of the
29 and 30. It put this nation into a
depression.

YU: And you went back to Alaska from
Hawaii?

HONG: Yeah. We went back to Alaska. We
no longer had our beautiful home or the
businesses that my father was in partnership
with a friend of his. It was just a matter of
existence. We no longer had a home, so a
friend of my father's says, "I got a land
here. Why don't you and your friends throw up
a shack?" So they did build a shack. The
house my father built was a one-room camp-fire

lean-to cabin. It had a small wood stove in

it, and we slept on wooden bunks. That was
the way I grew up. In fact, I didn't have
running water, electricity until I was 16
years old, nor a flushing toilet. We used a

honey bucket. That was the condition of my

life.

YU: In 1929 you must have been about 8
years old.

HONG: Right.

YU: How long did this trying Tife go on?

HONG: It went on continuously with a
slow, gradual betterment up until 1939. In
other words, my father never made it back to
the position which he held in the 20's ...
never made it back. Many of the people never
made it back. A lot of my father's friends
were in the same boat. Then, World War II
came along, and my father died.

YU: Ron's article on you had an
interesting episode you had at the University
of Alaska where the president of the
University tried to kick you out of school for

throwing a wild party, or something? Would
you like to talk about that incident?
HONG: Oh, that was very simple. I was
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an entering freshman. The upperclassmen
usually welcome the incoming freshman group.
One Friday night we decided to have a small
party and say hello to the upperclassmen.
They came to my room. I had a roommate.
There were two of us in the room--a double
decker bunk. It was a concrete room about the
size of that room across the hall with two
beds in it.

The party kept going and we ran out of
booze. And so one of the upperclassmen says,
"Don't worry about that. I've got a charge
account at the Black & White Liquor Store in
Fairbanks. So we'll call ‘em up and tell ‘em
to send out some liquor." And he went to the
phone and called the Black & White Liquor
Store and ordered about a case of liquor to be
sent out. The liquor came and because we were
so damn noisy that people in the hall wandered
into the room to see what the hell's going on.

So everybody joined the party. We had about
twenty people in and out of the room at that
time, and about three o'clock in the morning,
we were still noisy, singing songs and
jumping up and down.

So I went upstairs to sleep with a friend
of mine from Ketchikan, and I guess I woke up,
oh, about seven o'clock in the morning. And I
decided to go down to see what the hell was
left. 1 went down there and gee! it was a
mess. Glass all over the floor--we drank a
toast and smashed it on the floor. And my
books? I went to the window and Tlooked
outside, they were out there. One of my
friends had thrown my books out the window on
to the snow. Otherwise, they would have been
smashed, too.

So I got a big broom and swept most of
the stuff out. Then, I cleaned it up as best
as I could. Cleaning the floor took me about
an hour, gee, throwing the broken furniture,
chairs, and desks out.

And it was about 11 o'clock in the
morning. Oh, one of the guys, in order to
charge the 1liquor--to get their money back
from the 1liquor store--wrote in great big
letters with crayons that big! the names of
everybody that was there at the party.

So about 11 o'clock, I was in the room,
looking around at the names. I didn't know
any of them because I just met 'em last night.
I was a new student, a freshman.

Then this old looking man walked in, and
he says, “Do you live in this room, young
man?" I says, "Yes, I do." And he says, "All

right. I'm President Brunnell of the
University. I'd 1ike to see you Monday
morning. You come over and my secretary will

give you an appointment time so that you can
come and see me." I says, "All right."



So later that day at dinner time, we were
talking with some of the upperclassmen, and I
says, "Say, the President wants to see me
Monday morning.” And they says, "Holy Christ,
you may be kicked out. We'll take the blame
for it. We'll assume the blame and the
responsibility for the party so that you don't
get kicked out." And so Monday morning came
and I went over to the President's office,

announcing who I was to the secretary. And
she says, "Very good." She picked up the
phone and called in. And she said that
"President Brunnell will see you in 15
minutes. You can just wait here." I says,

A1l right, I will."

In 15 minutes he came out and ushered me
into his office and sat down. And he says,
"You know, young man? You set a very bad
example. And as a result of the faults and
problems you have created, I am going to send
you home." I was shocked. I just sat there
and Tistened to him talk, you know. He says,
"I'm trying to run a fine institution, and I
can't have wild mavericks like you roaming all
over the campus. And so that's the reason you
are going home."

So I sat there for a while, and then a
thought struck me. I said, "Mr. President,
you can't send me home.” And he reached back
in his chair, looking at me with steely eyes,
and he says, "Young man, are you saying that I
don't hgve the authority to send you back
home?" I said, "No, sir. I didn't say that.
I just stated that you would not send me home.
I'11 explain if you will let me." He says,
"Go ahead."”

And I says, "Sir, over in the library is
a book. It's a very special book that has a
batch of names in it. In 1926 when the
University was failing, you toured the
territory of Alaska, asking for cash
contributions. And you had people sign their
names in the book."

He says, "That's right. What does it
have to do with us?" I says, "Sir, if you
will Tlook in that book, you'll find my
father's name. He contributed to saving this
school. I do not think you would send back
home the son of the contributor, one of the
saviors of the University, simply because his
upperclassmen had a wild party in his room."

He 1it his pipe and asked me if [ smoked.
"Oh, a cigar, now and then, but I don't
smoke," I answered. "Come with me," he said.
Then he took me into what was called

University Mall that had a lunch counter, a
soda fountain, pinball machines, you
know--just sort of a little recreation area.
He had his arm around my shoulder when we
walked in. And everybody's eyes popped wide
open because they knew I was going to be
kicked out.
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When we walked up to the counter, the
young man came over and asked, “Sir, what
would you Tike?" He says, "I'd 1ike the best
cigar that you have in this place." And the
young man says, "That's an 1886." Brunnell
says, "Fine. I want you to give him a
couple.® So the guy brought over a couple of
cigars and handed them to me, and the judge
paid for them, saying, "Young man, I want to
thank you for reminding me of some of the
problems I had." He shook my hand right there
in public and went back to his office.

I was saved! Funny. I had never thought
about the fact that my father had contributed
to the saving of the University except my
father told me. And he said, maybe, one of
these days, you might go there. 1 said, "Oh,
something to think about in the future, you
know." Then, he said that was the way it
turned out.

YU: I think you owe it to yourself to

have reminded President Brunnell of your
father's contribution to the \University,
especially at that critical moment. Did your

father say what amount he had contributed?

HONG:
the book.

No. There was no amount shown in

PART II

YU: The members of the Korean American
Historical Society are very much interested in
finding who was the first Korean to set foot
in Washington state. And if your father had
come to Alaska through Seatlle in 1898 as Ron
Inoue's oral history article stated, then we
think that your father is the man. Is there
some way of verifying whether your father, Mr.

Ji In Hong, landed in Seattle or in San
Francisco?
HONG: I cannot answer that question

because, very simply, since I was growing up
in Alaska where my father landed was of no
special interest to me, and I don't know how
you would be able to corroborate his coming to
Seattle first, except maybe through the early
records of the Korean Consul, not here but in
San Francisco. Because of the impact of the
oriental population, I visited the Korean
consul in about 1950. And he had a record of
my father. So you might check with him. See,
because if the record was written, it will
still exist today unless there had been scme

disastrous changes, because the record was
written.

YU: Well, we have heard of no disastrous
changes, although the personnel in the
Consulate may have been rotated around. You

said that your father couldn't go into Canada
as he originally wanted to, and he had to stay
on the American side and worked as a packer on
the trail. How long did he work as a packer?



HONG: I don't know, but the sheer record
of that would be that he probably didn't work
as a packer more than about two years, and
then he worked in a jewelry store starting as

apprentice jeweller--apprentrice watch
repairman.

YU: I see. Where was this at?

HONG: Skagway--In  Skagway. The

historical record clearly shows that, although
the rush entered into the 1900, the big rush
was over. And there were more people coming
out than going in. And also the fact of the
food and money requirements which the Canadian
Mounted Police put stopped many of the
prospectors from going in.

YU's When did your father first go to
Ketchikan to settle down?

HONG: He went there after Skagway closed
down--practically disappeared.

YU: And what other kinds of business was
your father engaged in?

HONG: Well, at first ne did anything

that he could, you know, to earn a living, and
in the '20's he was a businessman in Ketchikan
with interest with his partner Joe Smith in
about three businesses--three major businesses
serving the public.

YU: What did he specialize in?

HONG:  They didn't specialize... They
bought a bakery, a restaurant and a pool room.
They had varied interestes in whatever was
available that was making money.

YU: And when he became quite successful,
did he make it through these businesses with
Joe Smith as his partner?

HONG: Yes, right.

YU: And when was this roughly?
HONG:

up to the crash of
wiped out everybody.

Oh, this occurred from World War I
'29. The carsh of '29

YU: Now, I am jumping back down to the
time when you met the Korean Consul in San
Francisco in 1950--

HONG: It was in the 1950's--the date I'm
not sure.
YU: The Consul, you said, had suggested

that you write a history of the Hong family.
Did you have a chance to write one?

HONG: No, I never did. I wasn't
interested in the Hong history. I was

interested in the Hong future.
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YU: I see.

HONG: I was more interested in the
present than something which happened in the
past which to me was of no value--to me, at
the time.

YU: Now that you have some time to spend
by yourself, would you like to try one?

HONG: I don't know. I'm not that
interested, and because of the very fact that
you and other people are recording it. That's

enough for me.

YU: Have other people been recording
your stories?

HONG: Oh, they have. I have had little
snatches of my 1life written up in the
University of Alaska Alumnus magazine, and
there was a full page article on me in a
recent issue. And I did a small article when
my father died. The paper wanted a review of
%hihfagi]y and I did that. That was in 1955,

ink.

YU: Which paper was this?

HONG: The Ketchikan Chronicle. And you
could propably find it by going through just
reams of paper. It will take you a long time
to find it.

YU: Was this article by Ron Inoue ....?

HONG: Yes, the one in the Alumnus. VYes.
YU+ And, of course, you wrote the
article in the Ketchikan Chronicle?

HONG: In the Chronicle, right.

YU: Did you know Ron Inoue personally?

HONG: No. I just met him because he
came seeking information. We got to know each
other because of the corroboration.

YU: Last time I was here, you told me
about your mother and sister going back to
Korea to prove your father's success.

HONG: Right.

YU: What's become of your mother and
sister after they had gone back to Korea?

HONG: My mother and sister both died in
Korea. My mother died in 1936, and my sister
died in--I think it was February 11, 1946.
The same day that I was getting my discharge
from the army, she died. When I went home to
visit during my what was called "terminal
leave"--the leave before you got out of the
service--there is a period which you could



spend at home and it was with pay--and I went
home. And my sixth grade teacher knew about
my background and family. And so she asked if
I wanted to have them looked up. And I says,
"Sure!." We both went down 'to the Red Cross
station and related my family history, and she
said that there would be a report coming back
from the 24th Army Command, which was in Korea
at the time, and that it would probably come
very quickly. It did! It came within two
weeks. They found a second lieutenant who
could speak Korean, and they sent him out to
investigate. And what he found out was this:
that there were no immediate relatives of my
father. There were distant relatives, but not
immediate relatives. And that my mother had
died. He looked up the birth certificate or
the death certificate of my mother and also of
my sister's. She died on the same day that I
was getting out of the service--February 11,
1946, she died. She was one year younger than
I was.

YU: So in 1946, she must have been ....

HONG: Oh... let's see... 22 or 23. They
had a lot of malnutrition at that time as you
probably were aware of. Because the Japanese
had stripped the country of food in order to
use for the war effort. And so the Koreans
were starved to death, literally.

YU: So you found out about their deaths
rather than your father learning about them.

HONG: No, my father was dead.

YU: When you and your father went back
to Alaska from Hawaii, did you go back via

Seattle or San Francisco, or did you go back
direct from Hawaii?

HONG: No, we didn't go back direct. I
don't know which city we came through, Seattle
or San Francisco. I think we came through
Seattle because it is more direct.

YU: 1 see.
about 8 years old.

And that was when you were

HONG: Yeah. We came back in about 1930
oy *3d. I'm not sure of the exact time,
because [ was in kindergarten in Hawaii when I
came back.

YU: You were twice listed in the
Anchorage newspaper as one of the most
eligible bachelors. Would you like to tell me
about those episodes?

HONG: Well, it's really very simple. We
have what is known as a Valentine's Day--a
special holiday here in America. And what the
Valentine's Day does is that it picks out most
eligible bachelors, and then they try to give
them a valentine for the girls who want them.
And when I was 35, one of the Ketchikan
newspapers--I can't remember which one--ran a
Valentine's Day parade, and they picked out
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from southeastern Alaska ten most eligible
young bachelors. And I was one of the ten

that was selected. And then 15 years
later--no, 20 years later--they did another
one. I was now 55. And they selected me

again and a friend of mine, Wally Willenstein,
again--Wally Willenstein, the architect. We
were both selected at age 55. We were the
oldest men ever selected for the Valentine's
Day parade as most eligible bachelors. It
happened to me twice in my life, which was a
very good event, as far as memory and fun and
distinction is concerned.

YU: What transpired as a result of being
selected the most eligible bachelor?

HONG: Well, in my case, I got one
proposition. I got a proposal for marriage.
A woman came up and proposed to me.

YU: What was she like?

HONG: Oh, very pretty young woman. And
I said, "no."

YU: Why not?

HONG: Well, it's very simple. I said

that I would do the selection as far as I was
concerned. When I made a trip for the
Veterans of Foreign Wars, I covered my area,
and I was the first Veterans of Foreign lars
officer to visit the Far East. The program of
my visit--who I was, what I represented--had
been forwarded for distribution among the
radio, newspaper, and television people. And

when I landed in Seoul, Korea, they had the
red carpet out on the airplane for me to get
off while the rest of [the people on] the
plane waited.

YU: When was this?

HONG: It was after World War II during
or after the Korean War. 1 can't remember the
exact year. Let me see ...

YU: After the Korean War?

HONG: No, no, not after the Korean War.
Before the Korean War. It was about in 1958
'54 to '58. During that time, I was the

national officer of the Veterans of Foreign
Wars.

YU: Your timing seems to be a Tittle
off. The Korean War ended in 1953.
HONG: Oh, then, I went after the Korean
War. Because I know the period when I was a
national officer. And I went during that
period. I had to go during that
period--'54-'58.

YU: By then you were already out of the
army?



HONG: I was out of the army in the 40°'s.
I got out of the army in mid 40°'s.

YU: That's very interesting.
go back to Seoul after all.

So you did

HONG: I did go back -to Seoul. When I
landed there, they had the red carpet out for
me, and the Commanding General of the
American-Korean Armed Forced were there to
greet me, and the Naval Commander who was
stationed in Tokyo was also there to greet me,
as well as my friends.

Then they took me to a VIP room where all

the newspapers in Seoul, their
representatives, were there to ask me
questions. And one of the questions which was

asked to me, which tied in with what I had
said before, was that they asked me if I was
married. And I said "no."

And one of the reporters said, "You know,
Mr. Hong, in 20 minutes, I could have 20 girls
down here--all college graduates who would
love to marry you. And I'm going out to get
them right now, at least to say hello to you."

I said, "Okay, that's up to you." And so
they brought down the 20 girls--all college
graduates--and they were all pleased to meet
me. Most of them could not speak English.
One or two could speak a little English. And
the ones that could speak English said that it
was a very rare privilege to meet a dignitary

Korean-American here in Korea, with this
amount of attention being given to them,
because at that time only the military was
given any attention in Korea because of
the war ... Right.

And so she said it was a very rare
privilege, and she wished me well, and she

understood my position in that I should do the
picking because our customs were different.
Ha, ha, ha, ha. That happened. Yeah, I was
surprised that he got all the girls--rounded
them up and brought them down for the
interview.

I made the front page of every
paper--every large major paper--in Korea. In
fact at breakfast time, when I was in the
dining room having breakfast, the head waiter
came up. He brought a paper with him. And he
said, "Is this you, Mr. Hong, here in the
paper?® It was in Korean. He had one in
English that had its front page in English and
the back pages were in Korean. And he says,
he read it in Korean first, and then he saw
the paper with the English version. So he
brought both of them, and he asked me if I was
that person in the paper. And I says, "Yes."
And he says, "Thank you very kindly. It is a
rare privilege to serve you."

That's the way it went. That was very
interesting when that head waiter brought the
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two papers over, and 1 brought them back.
They were used for publicity purposes by the
American papers in Alaska, ditto, showing my
interest during my visit in the Far East.

YU: Can you sort of try recollecting
again the time frame of your visit to Seoul as
the national officer of the Veterans of
Foreign War?

HONG: The time would have to be during
the period of 54-58 because that was when I
was a national officer, and the Far East was
part of my jurisdiction. And the organization
had to approve the money for my travel. And
so it was done when I was a national
officer--a period within those three years.
The exact year I couldn't tell you.

If I went through some of my old papers
in the scrapbook, I could find out exact time
because when I came back, I made a pictorial
front page of all the major papers in Alaska,
and I've got a record of it somewhere in my
stack of memoirs.

YU: Where do you keep the stack of your
memoirs?

HONG: In a room that I just stored some
stuff as far as that is concerned in Achorage.
It's stored in Anchorage, right. I would have
a difficult time in finding it, because I've
got a whole room stocked up with stuff. 1I'd
just have to go through it to find it.

YU: Where in Achorage is that.

HONG: It's inside Achorage, yes. I Tive
in a sub-division. .

YU: Would you mind my asking you about
your physical condition now?

HONG: Oh, no. The physical condition is
on a very slow improvement basis. It will
take me all of this year to find out exactly
which way I'm going as far as improvements are
concerned. I do walking exercise four times a
week.

YU: So at this moment,
somebody's help to walk around?

HONG: Yes. This is why I'm in this kind
of home. I need some help--not a great deal
of help but I do need it. And this is why the
doctors decided to put me into a sort of
convalescent home in order for me to get
better faster.

YU: What kind of problems are bothering
you?

HONG: Oh, I have a walking problem in
that my left leg is almost useless, because of
the diabetic neuropathy. And I had a broken
hip, too, the same left hip, and that took a
very long time to heal.

you need



YU: How did you get a broken hip?

HONG: I fell out of a bed and hit the
floor ... in the hospital, not here. I fell
out of a bed in a hospital and I spent seven
months in the hospital.

YU: I'm sorry. So it's an injury
received in a hospital?

HONG: It was an injury plus a
malfunction of part of my body, and I am

trying to recover from it now.
here.

That's why I'm

YU: So how long have you been in the

Convalescent Home here?

HONG: About five months since last year.
I came here in November [1984].

YU: Where were you staying before you
came to the Ballard Convalescent Center?

HONG: I was in two hospitals--the
Virginia Mason and I can't remember the other
one. I think it was called the Highland--1'm
not sure. I was in two hospitals.

YU: What were you doing before you had
to be hospitalized for treatment?

HONG: It sort of goes back quite a long
ways. It sort of goes back over 2 years. I
was just living my ordinary 1life, not doing
anything spectacular, as I was retired. And I
was looking into my retirement future at the
time I got hurt. That's what happened.

YU: When did you retire?

HONG: Let's see.
55. I'm now 64.

I retired when I was

YU: What kind of job were you involved
in right before you retired?

HONG: Oh, 1 was a federal government
supervisor., I managed large projects in
Alaska for the federal government. I was in
charge of ... when the earthquake came to
Alaska in 1963, I was assigned--I was given
the job of recovery of six cities by President
Johnson. I think it was President Johnson.
He appointed me as the head of the recovery
team.

YU: I see. What were those six cities?

HONG: Anchorage, Cordova, Valdez,
Celdovia, Kodiak, and Seward--the six cities.
It was the biggest known earthquake in the
history of the world--the strongest--the 1963
earthquake. The magnitude was 9 point
something--that's never been recorded again
since or Dbefore. It was a disastrous
earthquake.

52

YU: And when were you appointed the
supervisory position, in 19637

HONG: It happened after 1963. The
earthquake came in 63. In 64 I was appointed.
It occurred in early spring--I forgot the
date, and then--the appointment of the

committee to do the recovery work was approved
by the President, and I was in that first
approval of what I was to do.

YU: So you were heading the project.

HONG: I was heading the project for the
economic recovery, rebuilding the cities. It
was a $200 million project that I had. I
allocated the money and the project, and
supervised them.

YU: You were a big shot then.

HONG?
ha, ha ...

Yeah, I was a big shot then, ha,

YU: And you held that position until you
retired?

HONG: No. I was through with the

position--it took only about three years for
the final economic recovery, and then I left,
and then I retired, because of the fact that
it was a one-time presidential appointment.
When the president ran for the office, he said
that he would cut down on the cost of national
government, and so when he won, the way he did
the cutting of the national government, he
offered a one-time employment for those who
had 20 years of service and had the age of 55.
And it gave you same thing as if you had
retired at 65. It was a one-time event and I
took it.

YU: Oh, that's why you retired early; I
was wondering about that.

HONG: Right.

YU: After the Pearl Harbor, the American
government rounded up all the Japanese
Americans in the West Coast and sent them to
detention camps against their will. Were

there many Japanese Americans in Alaska at
that time, and how were they treated?

HONG: At the time there were about 10
families in Alaska, some of whom were my dear
friends. In Alaska, they were treated very
well. In fact in Ketchikan, the head of the
United States Coast Guard testified that he
would be willing to take all of the Japanese
in Kitchikan--the five families--under his arm
and grant that they would be safe and not run
away. And he would even open up his checking
account to them because the war closed down in
Japanese checking account--closed down
everything.



They were just rounded up and shipped to
the detention center. In fact, for the
Hagawara family, when I was in the service, I
wrote a Tletter of confidence for Mike's
father, so he could get out of the detention
camp in Idaho, and he went to Chicago to work
as a baker. And Mike ... Mike served in the
442, I had many friends who had served in the
442. Right.

In fact, just the other night, here on
TV, on Channel 9, the Public Service
Television, there was a half-hour documentary
on what they called "Visible Target."

YU: Oh, you saw that program?

HONG: Oh, you did too?
YU: Yes, that was about Bainbridge
Island Japanese Americans.

HONG: Right. It was very interesting
for me because I didn't know what had happened
to all the other Japanese Americans in the
country. I only knew what happened to them in
Southeastern Alaska. I had never heard of
Bainbridge Island until I was entering the
University of Washington, because I didn't
live down here. I didn't know where
Bainbridge Island was. That was a very
interesting program--a very heartfelt program
of an American who happened to be white and
who stood up for the Constitution.

YU: Yes, the editor of the Bainbridge
IsTand newspaper.

HONG: Yes, a small newspaper--less than
a thousand circulation. He wrote what he
believed was true, and later he was given a
special Pulitzer prize for the work he did on
the Japanese Americans and for them.

YU: Oh, I must have missed that part.

HONG: That wasn't shown in the film
because the film was compacted. I knew about
it because of the fact that people told me
that a small town newspaperman was granted the
Pulitzer prize one year for what he did. And
that was that guy in that picture. And that
caught me by surprise. I said, "Jesus, I know
all about this.® You know. It did my heart

good. Yeah! And the 442 went out and
collected more medals than any other fighting

regiment in United States history. Gee!
Anazing! Yeap, I knew many of the fellows in
the 442. And I look back and ...

YU: How did you get to know them?

HONG: I knew them at home. These were
the Japanese Americans in Southeastern Alaska.
I knew all of the Japnese families in
Southeastern Alaska--about six cities--because
I traveled up and down there. As a boy I
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traveled to the various cities as a Seascout.
That was my method of traveling, jumping on a
boat, going to another town. All of us kids
did it Jjust 1like jumping on a car here
nowadays. We jumped on boats. They only took
you to a place, and if you want to get off,
you get off. Simple! Right.

You know I watched that film with great
fascination. They did a good job on that
film, and I am glad they are showing it now
because of the fact that what that gquy
said--"This

must never occur again"--was
really true. It could have occurred to
anybody--you, me, Irish,
Indians--anybody--black hair, blonds, you
know. And it was a tragic mistake, and I'm
glad that the nation has recovered, and
recognizes that mistake. I felt it very

keenly because it affected friends of mine.
Right, right.

YU:
the way
narrated
baseball
Japanese

I thought it was especially moving
the Bainbridge Island newspaperman
the scene of the 1last highschool
game, at the end of which the
American catcher was walking away
from the field with his head hanging low to
join his family who were to leave for the
detention camp. And a blonde young girl ran
up to him and gave him a big kiss and ran
away.

HONG: Yes. Many of us in Ketchikan,
John Talbot, his father was Mayor and one of
the founders of the town--he spoke up for the
same Haragawa family that I did. And he wrote
to me, telling what he was doing. And his
comnanding officer called him in and said,
"John, are you going to send this letter? I
cannot do anything with it except to tell you
that you shouldn't send this letter." And
John says, “Yes, sir. I am. It's my letter
and my privilege. And I want to stand by my
friends." So the captain told him, "I have to
make a copy of it and send it with military
intelligence." And John says, "I don't care,
Captain. You can send copies anywhere you
want. I am standing by my friends."

John Talbot! He was one of the founders
of Ketchikan. In fact, a big company is still
in existence there. I think it's called
Talbot and Spalding--a big coast-wide dockage
firm. They sold coal; they had a steamer they
had everything. Maybe, it's no longer in
existence now, but I don't know. But the
Talbots were well known. Oh, I used to go up
to their house, we used to be up to their
house as kids and played and had cake, coffee
and milk, you know. His mother would make it,
gee! And because of their friendship, they
came out publicly to criticize the government
for doing what they did. And they found out
they were right.

I was right, too. Yes, it occurred in my
family too in that when I wrote my letter for



the documentation of the Americanization of
some of the Japanese, the commander called me
in and showed me my letter. A1l letters were
reviewed before they could be mailed.

It was a very mismatched sort of a time
for many of us including me to have been
brought up during that period. I'm 9lad that
I went through that period with my Japanese
friends because I know now what could possibly
happen again, because memory is short. Human
memory is short and short lived. This is why
I will never forget that. If I had any
children, I would tell them about it, too, so
that they would know, so that this tradition
will never die. I doubt that we will ever go

through a period 1like that again in our
history because it went against the
Constitution. And the people that understand

our government would never allow it to happen
again. I feel that very strongly because of
the fact that 200,000 people [had been
incarcerated].... Gee! And they didn't do
this to Germans or Italians that were here in
the country. They didn't round them up.
There was one German rounded up as an
outstanding Nazi. Only one German, that's
all. No Italian. Amazing isn't it?

No. I am glad I went through that period
because I'11l always never forget it, and I
look back upon it with not only some regret
but some great honor of the way that the
Japanese Americans came through. They did a
magnificent job, and many of them died doing
it. Right--right.

YU: The United States is a nation of
immigrants--immigrants from all over the
world, and they believe in the principles of
democracy. Although they try to realize the
principles of  equality, freedom, and
brotherhood of mankind, nevertheless, bias,
misconceptions, and racism do exist in
reality. In your childhood experiences, do
you remember encountering problems of similar
nature?

HONG: I don't recall any problems which
would stand out in my mind. I only know only
one thing that occurred, which dind't bother
me at the time because I dind't think anything
of it, but I remember it. What it was that
«e. €r ... it had to do with the church.

Most of the Orientals, Chinese, Japanese,
and Korean Americans--we were the only Korean
American family--all became Episcopalians,
American Episcopalians. And the reason for
that was that the church was Tocated near the
Oriental community where most of the Orientals
lived. So when they sent their children to
Sunday school, they sent them to the nearest
church which was the Episcopalian. Some of
them sent them to the Catholics, some of them
to the Methodists, but most of them came to
the Episcopal Church.
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And then when I was growing up, and we
were talking about a new family. A new family
had moved in; we knew who the kids were; and
some of the kids were talking about the
church. And I said, "What's the problem?”
"Oh," he says, "the new family doesn't let
their children go to the Episcopal church
because they say it's a Japanese church.” And
I says, "Well, that's not true.® They say,
"We know it's not true, but that was the
feeling of the mother. She didn't want to
send them there." And the parents got into a
little bit of hassel. And some of the church
members went to the family, and told them:
"You certainly have a right to send your
children any place that you wish, but please
remember we are not part of the argument. It
is your decision."

And you know what? We got them in the
church ... ha, ha, ha. We got 'em in the
church because people went and explained to
the mother, "here we have no problem while

this is your problem. We are not trying to
interfere or anything like that. You have a
decision to make; they are your children."
And so, after a while, she thought about it
and she sent 'em there. I remember we had a
big party when they came in, had a little tea
and milk, welcoming them. Yeah, we grew up as
great friends. In fact one of the kids in the
family was probably one of the strongest
lifelong friends I've had. His name was
Richard Hatfield.

I made a mistake.
family. That's wrong.
were the Dixes. One of the Dixes married the
Hatfield, and the name popped into my head.
The family was actually Dix. And Richard, one
of the sons, and we were very strong lifelong
friends until he passed away. And the Dix
family fitted in beautifully with the church.
They were Jjust happy, you know; nothing
mattered as far as that was concerned.

I said the Hatfield
The original family

That was the only thing that I can think
of during my entire life, which affected me as
an Asian. I have never had any other
encounter that would show that as far as that
was concerned. The very fact that ‘I rose so
high in the federal government is a very clear
indication that I dind't run into prejudices.
Because if it had, I would have never gotten
where I was. [ eventually achieved national
fame--national and state fame.

YU: I also think that your outstanding
ability and intelligence and your articulate
expressions never gave a chance for prejudices
to get in your way.

HONG: I was telling you about the
achievement test when I took it. The Columbia
Achievement Test was given to all of us when
we entered the service. We had to take it and
because of its rating, it would help determine



where you were going to be put. When I took
the achievement test, I was in college. And
my reserve officer, Training Corps Officer,
called me in and wanted to talk to me. And I
went in, and he said, "Joe, do you know that
you have received one of the highest marks
here at the University on the basis of your
Columbia Achievement Test?"

And 1 says, "No. How would I know. They
didn't tell me." He said, "Well, you did.
I'm telling you." Because at that time, in
order to go to Officers Candidate School, you
had to have 110. The mental level of the
average American was 90. And so 110 was a
qualification score for officers candidates.

And he asked me,
received, dJoe?"

"You know what you
1 says, "How would I know?
Damn it, Captain, tell me." He says, "You
achieved 136. Do you know you're within four
points of being rated as a genius?" I said,
"What do you mean?" "If you made a 140, 4
more points, you would've been rated a near
genius, and I wouldn't have known what the
hell to do with you. You're liable to wind up
being my commanding officer." Ha, ha, ha, ha
...] laughed and I said, "I'm glad you are
taking it so seriously..."”

YU: This Columbia Achievement Test is
something equivalent to what's called the I.Q.
test now?

HONG: Yeah. It rated your I.Q. based
upon what score came out of the test itself.
Yeah, that was called the old Columbia
Achievement Test. It was used nationally.
And I came within four points of being a near
genius... ha, ha, ha.

YU: Well, no wonder you rose so high in
the federal government positions.

HONG: Maybe, but I think that it was
also part of the way that I worked--my
personality. I got along with people, and in
the federal government, in order to achieve
success, you must get along with people and
work with other people, so that you can go on
further.

You know, I was Tlooking back when that
Bainbridge Island film came up, I was thinking
about my past. I was very pleased as to what
happened to me, and because of the fact that
nothing hindered my achievement. I just went
straight on through ... on that basis. But,
gee, I was sure glad to see that Bainbridge
Island picture. It did me good to realize
that they have received such great sympathy
and loyalty.

YU: Some of the Koreans who were brought
up in Hawaii at that time say that they had to
wear some kind of a badge to show that they
were Korean Americans--a badge that says
"Koreans for Victory" or something Tike
that--so that they would not be mistaken for
Japanese.
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HONG: I know that that did occur.
it did not occur

But
in Alaska because we were
only one family. They never said to us
anything. My father walked the street just as
he always did as far as that was concerned.
No problem there. He knew everybody in town

anyway. Small town ... and they all knew who
he was. And so nobody paid any attention to
him. He had friends he associated with, and

he ... he had a very relaxed time during the
war. And in fact he didn't even recognize me
when I came home in a uniform. I went up and
1 tapped my father on the shoulder. He was
walking ahead of me. I tapped. He turned
around looked at me and says, "Yes?" And then
after he said, "yes," he said, "Oh my god!
Joe!" He started crying ... ha, ha , ha, ha.
I says, "Don't cry. I'm here."

YU: What was your rank in the army right
before you got discharged?

HONG: I didn't stay in the army. I was
supposed to have gone to Officers Candidate
School. But because of the fact that 1 was
assigned to immediate duty, and there was no
need for that many officerss--they were called
in back already by the time I entered the
war...got active in the war. So I came out as
a Lance Corporal. Right--right.

Oh. Good Lord, I forgot. I was supposed
to have gone to West Point. I received the
enlisted man's appointment to West Point. At
Fairbanks where I was stationed, there were
12,000 men at the airfield. 1 was the only
one that met the mental and age requirements
for the enlisted man's appointment to West
Point. And my Captain, when I entered to talk
to him--1 didn't know what about--he caught me
around the shoulders and says, "Joe, I am
proud today." I says, "What for, sir? You
should be proud all the time." He says, "No,
because of you, I am especially proud. You
know what you did?" "No, I don't know what I
did. That's why I've come--to find out. You
are blobbing around here all the time. You
are not telling me anything." He said, "All
right, sit down."

He sat me down and asked, "Would you like
a drink?" ®Sure,"” I said. He kept a quart of
a bottle in the tent for special occasions.
He put out two glasses, poured a jig or two to
each of it. And he says, "Here, Joe. I want
you to have this shot first." So we drank the
shot and sat it down. He asked, "Do you know
what happened to you in the entrance
examination?® I said, "I don't. How would I?
They wouldn't tell me." "I know,"™ he says,
"because I got the word from personnel that
you are a most unuausl individual, and that
you have achieved not only one of the highest
intelligence quotients ever registered on this
field, but also the fact that you are eligible
for the West Point enlisted man's appointment.
I'm going to put you in for it."



He was supposed to have gone to West
Point from Oregon. But because of politics,
another person was picked. You see each state
had one person sent to West Point. And in his
case, because of the intensity of the politics
down there, he dind't get to go. He was
cancelled out, and another substitute was
sent. And he says, "I've been mad about that
ever since. And since you are eligible, I am

geing to push for all your worth." I says,
"Gee Whiz. Suppose I don't want to go."
“What?" he asked. I said, "Yeah, I'm happy

here. I don't want to go to West Point."
I knew a little bit about it.
receive the West Point appointment, you
graduated in three years, not four ... you
went to school twelve months a year--and no
three-month vacations. Once you completed and
got your commission, you signed a paper when
you entered the West Point School that you
would stay three years in the service after
the war was over. When the war ended, you had
to stay in three years. That was to pay back
the government what it had cost them. And I

If you

says, "Captain, I don't want to stay three
years. I didn't want to stay that extra three
years. I've got the University to go to, and

I just don't want to paddle around in the

Service for that period of time."

And he says, "It's a great opportunity.
I am going to put you in for it because of the
fact that you don't have anything to say about
it. I'm the one that says whether I recommend
you or not." "Captain,”" I said, "you'd better
give me another shot of whiskey." Ha, ha, ha
... He did. We both drank another shot.

We were very good friends until he passed
away down in Oregon. We used to write to each
other Christmas time. He was the best
commanding officer I ever had. He was a good
one ... yup. He was transferred to the
Western front, and he was wounded in France
when he went fighting over there. And that's
what killed him eventually. Oh boy ... good
guy.

But that West Point deal was most
unusual. I'd forgotten all about that until
we started talking about military career,
because it came back to me then. Well, in one
sense, I guess I was a little bit different
from the average Korean here. There weren't
many anyway.

YU: “A  Tittle bit"™ is a great
understatement. I wonder what it would be
like today if all the seven thousand some
early Korean immigrants and their second

generations were capable of achieving the
things that you have achieved.

HONG: Well, I look upon the fact that I
was lucky--lucky in the sense that I had a
good father who knew what he was doing, who
set his sights on the proper goals for me, and
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helped me all he could. When I chose to go to
the University, we used to talk about it,
whether I was going to the University or not.

I said when I was a sophomore, I had to
make up my mind because of the curriculum I
had to take in our school in order to meet the
college standard. And I said, "I am going to
take the college prep course(s).® "Fine," he
says, "you know I'11 help you, but you'll have
to work."  "Why?" I asked. "Because," he
said, "I cannot afford to pay to send you
through college. You'll have to do some work
of your own for your room and board." "That's
no problem," said I, "I'11 do it." I did it
.... right. My father saved up every doggone
penny he could save for me. He was that

determined. He knew what he wanted for me ...
Good father... I 1look wupon him with fond
memory ... right--right.

YU: Does the fact that you were selected
as an eligible bachelor twice in Alaska mean
that you remained a bachelor throughout?

HONG: Yes. I was married once, but I
remained a bachelor just like Wallenstein who
remained a bachelor.

YU: When were you married, and what
happened to your marriage?

HONG: I was married when I was very
young. I was about 21 or 22 because it was
during the same period [ entered the
University. We got divorced because of the
fact that I entered the University. I went to
school instead of finding a job like my wife
wanted me to. So she divorced me as a result.

YU: This must have been the time when

you went to the University of Alaska. How
long did the marriage last?
HONG: Actually, I was married

technically one about a year. She didn't want
me to go to the University. She wanted me to
find a job, so that I could start supporting
her. And I said, "I've got to get an
education in order to be able to support you
in a way that you should be."™ And 'so I took
off. She got very dissatisfied with me not
being there, and so she filed for a divorce
and got it. [ didn't contest it.

YU: What was her name?
HONG: Her name was Marie.

YU: Am I interrupting something? I see

all these nurses coming in and out.

HONG: Yeah, it's getting towards dinner
time. They start serving dinner at 3:30.
YU: Well, then, I must stop here. One

final question: would you permit me to visit



you again for another interview?

‘HONG: Yes. Please call first and see
whether I'm feeling all right. Somet imes
because of some of the exercises I do, I get
tired. No. Just call first. You got my

phone number,

YU: Thank you very much for your time.
It's fascinating to listen to you recall your
past experiences. It's also very interesting
to listen to your tape afterwards, too.

1871 = 2| A0k w o
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The USS Colorado, flagship of the five-ship ex-
pedition fleet that led the 1871 American Incur-
sion, recorded as “Shin-mi Yang-yo” in Korean

history.
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Ick-whan Lee, Moderator: With the Korean
American population in Washington State
reaching 30,000, the Korean community is now
gradually establishing its social and economic
bases through the state. And for some time,
we have been feeling the need to trace the
footsteps of those who came before us and to
document our own experiences for posterity.

Recently, Dr. Daeshik Yu's proposal for
the Korean American Research Project has been
awarded a $10,000 grant from the University of
Washington Graduate School, which played a
catalytic role for the founding members to
formally organize the Korean American
Historical Society.

One of the major projects of the Korean
American Historical Society is to publish a
journal every three or four months. And our
discussion tonight will appear in the first
edition to be published in June.

We are fortunate to have two Korean
language schools in Seattle today, and thanks
to your dedicated work, a considerable number
of children are able to attend Korean language
classes every week. Unfortunately, however,
we have a hard time persuading the children
when it's time to take them to Korean classes
because of the difference between their
perception of the need for the Korean language
and ours. Although the degree of resistance
may vary, it 1is certainly there. "I'm
studying at an American school with American
kids," they often complain, "and I'm going to
live in America after schooling.” "Why," they
would ask, "should I bother going to Korean
school every weekend?"

We tell them that they should learn
Korean because their parents are Korean, or
that even in America you have to understand
the Tanguage and culture of Korea if you are
to lead the life of a proud Korean. But deep
down we are left with a nagging doubt as to
whether these wusual answers have really
convinced our children.

The need for teaching the Korean language
and culture is accepted without a shadow of
doubt as a basic principle by us the first
generation immigrants. I suggest that we

examine closely what we almost habitually
accept as an unquestionable principle, for
such critical examination of our traditional
beliefs may shed light on the direction, the
content, and the method of teaching the Korean
language and culture.

I would 1like you to address these
questions, expressing your feelings about them
as experienced while taking your children to
Korean classes, and sharing the thoughts that
came to you as you were teaching classes.

Dr. Oh, you are a PTA member of the
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Korean School and at the same time you are
running the school as principal. Would you
please start our discussion tonight?

Ke=-Hi Oh: The primary purpose of
education is to develop an individual in a way
that would enable him or her to use the
potential talent one is born with to its
maximum. And self awareness is a factor that
plays an important role in developing the
individual's potentials.

Self awareness, which continues to grow
from the moment of one's birth, means to know
one's own self, and to know oneself means to
understand all the factors, of which the self
is made up. The most important of the factors
that make up the self is language.

Since Tlanguage is the foundation of a
culture, and since it is an indispensable
means of communicating one's ideas in social
life, to learn a language is the same thing as
learning a culture.

In America you can say that racial
problems are no other than cultural problems.
Everyone lives within the boundary of his
ethnic culture. It is very difficult to
understand one's own ethnic culture in
America, especially for the Koreans living in
America as a minority group, because the
cultural environment of a minority is
overshadowed by the culture of those who are
in the mainstream. At some point in Tlife,
every person encounters the critical question
of "what am I?" Then, we become skeptical
about our own selves, that is to say, we
cannot come to a full understanding of who we
are.

This kind of cultural crisis accompanies
another problem. Looking at the Koreans with
such shaky self-awarenes, those in the
mainstream society would say that since that
person is obviously not an American, and yet
since his identity is not at all clear, there
must be something definitely lacking in that
person.

We have a double jeopardy in this
situation. First of all, the person does not
know who he is. Secondly, other people cannot
come to an understanding of that person's
existence. In a situation where self cannot
have a healthy growth, it is difficult for
self to develop the innate potentials to the
fullest.

I think we should teach the Korean
language, a major form of Korean culture, to
our children so that our children will not
have to go through this kind of cultural
crisis, so that our children will be able to
understand who they are and to comprehend all
the conditions surrounding their own selves.



Ick-whan Lee: Dr. Oh has just pointed
out that self awareness is the key to self
expression and to the maximum realization of
one's potentials, and that an uncertain sense
of self awareness brings about a personal
crisis. This is a familiar line we have often
heard. Would you give some specific examples
that would demonstrate this 1line of
generalization?

Ke-Hi Oh: A Japanese American principal
of a public school once asked his class,
"Those of you who are Americans, please raise
your hands.®™ Many students of Asian descent
had their hands half way up. Some hesitated a
while before their hands went all the way up,
while others Tlooked around before bringing
down the hands reluctantly that were raised
half way. On the other hand, black students
and white students raised their hands up high
without even a moment of hesitation. I think
this example illustrates the lack of self
awareness in the Asian students.

In American society which seeks out

excellence through competition, a person
without a clear sense of his being an American
cannot have a vision of his future. Such a
person would lack the sense of direction,
motivation, and dynamic drives. The example
of the Asian students shows us that our sons
and daughters are no exceptions to this
problem.

Ick-whan Lee: Isn't it true that the
reason why our children cannot raise their
hands when asked if they are Americans is
because many of them are Koreans who arrived
in the United States just recently? Take the
second or third generation children, for
example. With or without the Korean language
education 1in their background, they would
certainly raise their hands when asked if they
are American, would they not?

Ke=Hi Oh: Yes, they would. That's why
we need to define what an American is. Some
say your skin has to be white to be an
American; some say a black person is an
American too; still others argue why am I not
treated as an American when I have American
citizenship? On the one hand, we need to
define Americanness to our children. On the
other hand, we must also let our children know
that the mainstream American society has a
tendency to recognize only those who are
fluent in English as worthy of respect, while
it tends to look down upon those without the
mastery of English as if there were something
gravely wrong with them.

We must let our children know that their
talent and competence can be recognized only
when they are fluent both in English and
Korean and know both Korean and American
cultures inside out.
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Ick-whan Lee: Thank you, Dr. Oh, for
your observations. Now I would like to ask
Mr. Kun Hong Park why you are sending your
sons to the Friday Korean 1language school.
One goes to high school and the other is a
middle school student. Why do you take them

to the Korean school every weekend?

Kun Hong Park: I am doing so for several
reasons, practical as well as abstract.
Firstly, there is a growing communication gap
between the first generation immigrants who
are forming an immigrant community while
adapting to the American way of life since
their recent arrival and our children who are
going through the American educational system.
Teaching Korean to our children is necessary
because it serves the practical purpose of
having the second generation learn the mother
tongue to enable them to communicate with
their parents.

Secondly, teaching the Korean language is
necessary for defensive reasons as well. The
other day I asked my children why they think
they should 1learn Korean, and this is the
answer I got from them. "Americans look at my
Oriental face and assume that I know the
Oriental 1languages and cultures very well.
When they find something written in Chinese
characters, they bring it to me, saying that
‘since you are an oriental, you must know all
this. Now explain.'® "Since  Americans
approach us with an attitude that implies 'You
are not an American because you look
different,™ my children said to me, "we
should be prepared for that by learning about
our Tlanguage and culture." In a situation
like this, a defensive motivation is at work
in the need for the Korean language education.

Thirdly, we need to teach Korean to our
children in order to firmly establish their
sense of identity, which Dr. Oh has commented
on. On an abstract level of our thinking, if
we identify ourselves with Koreans, we must
know the Korean language which 1is an
inseparable part of Koreanness. The sense of
identity intensifies in proportion to how much
one considers oneself to be a Korean. If one
sees oneself as a 100% Korean, to that extent
one would feel the need to learn the Korean
language. Perhaps with the passage of time,
when it comes to the fifth or sixth generation
who would see themselves as 10% Korean, the
need for the Korean language might decrease.

Finally, I would like to point out that
while we are teaching the Korean language to
our children, it is also possible to breathe
into them the spirit of cooperation within the
immigrant community, which we are involved in
forming.

Ick-whan Lee: The focus of our
discussion to this point has been on teaching
the Korean language. I would like to suggest
that we include the Korean culture in your




discussion since what we want to teach our
children is not just the 1language alone,
though it should be given a greater emphasis.

Now may I ask Mrs. Hae Sung Shin to share
with us some of your observations on your
actual experience of teaching the kids in the
classroom?

Hae Sung Shin: I
youngsters, mostly second and third graders,
at the Seattle Korean School. It's a
gratifying experience  to  watch those
youngsters studying Korean on Saturday morning
during the hours other kids would spend
watching cartoons on TV.

teach a class of

Once in a while, I ask my students if
they have difficulty talking to their Mom and
Dad, and most of them tell me that they do.
Then I put this question to them: “"Which
would you 1like better--to learn Korean for
yourself and talk to Mom and Dad in Korean, or
to have your Mom and Dad learn English and let
them talk to you in English?"

After some thinking and hesitating, they
tell me that they would rather 1learn Korean
for themselves and communicate with their
parents in Korean. Compared to their parents
who are busy with hard work, students have
relatively more free time. So it makes better
sense for children to learn Korean for better
communication with their parents. Besides,
many kids at regular schools in the American
educational system take French, Spanish and
other languages for a second language. If our
children take Korean as a second language,
they can use it Tlater in writing letters to

their grandparents or to penpals. "Isn't this
a good idea?" I would ask them. They all
agree that it is.

In this way I let them see the

significance of what they are doing in class,
and I urge them to get the most out of their
Korean lessons since they have already missed
the TV cartoons anyway.

Ick-whan Lee: Mrs. Shin's view has given
us a general description of the trend among
the many recent immigrants. It is also true,
however, that children who were either born in
America or came to America at a very early age
face problems entirely different from those
children who arrived here in their middle
school age just a couple of years ago. Would
you comment on this point, Mrs. Treadwell?

In Hee Treadwell: Although my children
were born here, my husband and I look at it
the same way Mrs. Shin views it. When both
parents are Korean or even when one of the

parents is Korean, children have many
advantages over non-Korean children for
learning Korean because they are

subconsciously seeped in the Korean cultural
background through food, manners and
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-you enter middle school.

etiquette, and visits of relatives. This
subconscious or unconscious knowledge of the
Korean heritage, I'm sure, makes it easier for
them to understand why they are learning
Korean. It also makes the language learning
easier. This is why my husband and I tell our
children that they should learn Korean as a
second language.

Ki Lyun Lee: As a parent of two boys
going to Korean Language School, I would like
to add my own feelings to what Mr. Park stated
a while ago. Some of you have been
emphasizing the need for teaching Korean as a
second language, but as for me I would like it
to go beyond that level. In Korea, you are
unconditionally required to take English when
You are required to
take French or German in high school. If it's
this sort of foreign language teaching concept
you want to apply to teaching Korean to our
children, I would think twice about sending my
kids to that school.

When we teach Korean to our children here
in America, though only for about three hours
a week, what's more important than a simple
teaching of the Tlanguage, though Tlanguage
should come first in priority, is to go beyond
the mechanical teaching of a language so that
what they learn from listening to teachers and
from mingling with their classmates will
develop an eye for understanding Korea as a
Korean. If it's Jjust teaching the Korean
language, parents can do it at home, too. You
can do it on weekends if you buy a textbook,
recorded cassettes, and video taped materials.
But if our children who belong to a minority
among minorities are to lead the life of
Korean Americans who are proud of themselves,

they should wunderstand the culture and
philosophy of Korea, and then contribute to
the American mainstream what is wuniquely

Korean. Children could build their confidence
and pride on their ability to give America
something new--something uniquely Korean--the
Korean heritage.

Teach them how to make
winter solstice, have them make "song-pyun"
together on New VYear's Eve, have them
participate in a program of Koreran classical
dance and bring in a film once in a while and
show them the Korean way of Tlife. In my
opinion this is much more important than
teaching 7}7¥A7A  simply for the sake of
teaching Korean as a second language.

®pot-jook" on

I thank the principals of two Korean
schools in our area, Dr. He Hi Oh and Mrs.
Gloria Lee, although much belatedly, for their
dedicated efforts in this direction.

Jong Tae Kim: May I respond to Mr. Lee's

comment?

Ick-whan Lee: Yes, please.



Jong Tae Kim: I have been teaching at
the Seattle Korean School for a little over
two years. When I ask my students how they
like their Korean lessons, the majority of
them show a lukewarm, if not negative,
response: since it's our mother tongue;
because their parents force them to; because
there's a possibility of taking it as a second
language when they get to high school--these
are the usual answers they give for attending
the Koran language school. But once they
visit their mother country, their attitude
toward the Korean language changes a great
deal. My cousins belong to this category. In
their visit to Korea, they meet their uncles
and aunts and other relatives and make friends
with other children, but since their Korean
isn't good enough to .carry on a conversation,
all they can do in response to a number of
questions put to them 1is to shrug their
shoulders. When they come back after having
to shrug their shoulders so many times in
Korea, they are determined to learn Korean,
and they work hard on it. When, in this way,
the kids who used to respond skeptically with
such questions as "why on earth do I have to
study Korean?" come around to a positive
attitude, we try to inject the spirit of the
Korean race and cultural values, just as Mr.
Ki Lyun Lee has emphatically pointed out,
rather than simply teaching it as a second
language. We at the Korean Presbyterian
Church often take out a film from the Korean
Consultate and show the Korean customs, the
way children grow up in Korea, the history of
Taekwondo (martial arts), the si-jo (a form of
poetry) recitations, etc. While small doses
of Korean culture injected by means of
audio-visual materials awake our children to
the value of our culture, the school and the
family work together <closely for maximum
effect of our teaching effort. We are trying
hard to achieve the goals, which Mr. Ki Lyun
Lee hopes to see realized.

Ick-whan Lee: Thank you, Mr. Kim, for
describing the teaching principles of your
school, which I think is definitely worth
applying in that direction.

Now there is one person among us tonight
who has thought about the KXorean language
education of our second generation more than
anyone else in Seattle, and who has made the
biggest contribution to that cause. That
person is Mrs. Gloria Lee, currently principal
of the Seattle Korean School. Mrs. Lee, would
you please tell us about your thoughts at the
time of founding the school as well as the

progress made since that school began its
teaching.
Gloria Lee: I'm afraid what I have to

say on the subject might overlap with what's
already been pointed out so well by many of
you. The most important objective of founding
the Seattle Korean School is to develop
individuals who, with a clear sense of the
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Korean American identity, are devoted to
family 1life and are capable and willing to
contribute to society. In the days prior to
World War II, many Asian American students
were reluctant to go to college. They gave up
all their hopes and dreams because their sense
of identity was crushed by the social
environment. They could not join a college
faculty even if they had a doctoral degree.
In a situation where manual labor in a
factory is the best employment offered to an
Asian with a PhD in engineering, isn't it more
sensible to get the vocational training right
after finishing high school, instead? Thus,
there was a tendency among youngsters of Asian
descents to give up high ideals and become
members of a lost generation.

We are now 1in a somewhat similar
situation. The first generation immigrants
who have just recently arrived from Korea are
in the process of building the foundation of
an immigrant community, where the second
generation children are growing up. I think
this is a period in which teaching the Korean
language and culture to our children is most
urgently needed

Everyone present
very high education.
wisdom and knowledge effectively in raising
your children, most of whom are highly
talented. So you have little or no problems
with your children. But many of the recent
Korean immigrants are faced with extremely
difficult problems in raising their children--
problems which made them realize that they
cannot and should not trust their children's
education solely with the American educational
system. Both the mother and father had to go
out to work to earn a 1living. For many
immigrant families, this is the pattern of
life that goes on for a decade or even longer.
In the meantime, their children have grown
into a world totally different from the one
the parents are living in. In the language
they use and in the style of life they are

here tonight has had a
You have used your

leading, the parents and the children are
literally worlds apart. This is a phenomenon
recurring in many immigrants' homes. The

children start going in different directions
from the age of seven.

This is why I believe now is the time for
us to establish Korean schools with all our
effort, time, and money, not just in Seattle
but in all cities and towns in America and to

give a good Korean education to Korean
American students,

The Seattle Korean School

began with
these goals,

and it's been only two years
since it opened, but the results are
encouraging. When the children first came to
Korean School, their initial response was "I
hate Korean School" as Mr. Jong Tae Kim has
mentioned. But it didn't take them long to



find out that Korean School teachers and the
way they teach are different from American
teachers. Korean School teachers care about
what they teach and their students 1ike
mothers care about their children.

When a seven-year old started humming the
song "mu gung hwa" (means hybiscus--the Korean
national flower) which she learned at the
Korean School, the mother got out of the bed
where she was resting from the fatigue from
her job, and the sister and brother who were
glued to the TV also came out; and they all
joined the seven-year old, singing "mu gung
hwa" together. At a home where the gap
between parents and children was ever widening
and where there was rarely any communication
between them, the song learned by a seven-year
old at Korean School bridged that widening
generation gap and brought them closer
together again.

I also visit our church members regularly
at their homes with our minister. Two years
ago the children used to run away to hide in
the back room when their parents told them to
greet us in Korean. Now it's different. Even
before their parents ask them, the children
come out to the front porch and greet us in
fluent Korean. These children are the students
of the Korean School. On the other hand, the
children who do not attend the Korean School
still hide themselves in some corner of the
house because they are self-conscious about
their inability to speak Korean.

When my phone call was answered by a
child, he or she used to yell out for mommy
before even uttering a word, but now the child
wants to know if you want to talk to the Mom
or Dad, and manages to carry on a short
dialogue in Korean.

These results make the teaching effort a
rewarding experience while those positive
effects bring joy to the parents. The goal of
teaching Korean is to engender a belief in the
Korean American identity--a belief that I am a
Korean and at the same time I am an American.
In two short years we are reaping a harvest of
results that are promising.

At the Seattle Korean School classes are
held for three hours every Saturday morning.
And we are teaching two hours of Korean and
one hour of history, geography and ethics.
These three subjects are incorporated into the
Korean language text by the same teacher who
teaches the two hours of Korean class.

Encouraged by some of the promising
results which are brought about by the efforts
of our dedicated teachers, we are determined

to continue our efforts with great
expectations.
Ick-whan Lee: Thank you, Mrs. Gloria

Lee. For the past one hour, we have been
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disucssing the goals and the needs for
teaching Korean to our children. Now I would
like you to exchange opinions on the

curriculum content and the method of teaching.
Please feel free, as you go on, to include
your expectations as well--what kind of human
beings you would like your children to become
through Korean language education. Portray
the image of the person you wish your child
will grow up to be.

Mrs. Sun Hae Kim, would you please share
your ideas as a parent?

Sun_Hae Kim: I am sending my two
children to the Korean school out of practical
and psychological needs, which my children are
still too young to appreciate. When asked why
they are going to Korean school, their answer

is "because you tell us to go, Mom." They
have yet to tell me that they are going
because the Korean school 1is fun. For some

time at the beginning there was a war going on
in our house every weekend between children's
resistance and parental authority. They were
held captive in the Korean school against
their will. But now, a year and a half later,
things have improved to a point where they now

walk over to the Korean school on their own.
They can even read a 1ittle, gloating over the
50 points they got on a Korean test out of a
100. This is a great stride for them, because
I remember they used to say they were American
because they were born in America. They were
not aware that they were different from
Americans One of the reasons I insisted was
that they enjoy their peer group at the Korean
school. They went crying but came home
smiling. Even now they are not thrilled about
the Korean school, but they go there on their
own instead of being dragged there.

As to my children's response to the
curriculum content, they 1like the Korean
language class most. They find the films
shown at school very boring because they're

beyond their wunderstanding. They are
indifferent to what is taught in history
class. My son said that school would be

better without Taekwondo and that he wishes he
could Jjust Tlearn only Korean. Korean
classical dance <class 1is my daughter's
favorite probably because of the attrctive
costumes and occasional chances to perform.
If she had her own way, she would take dance
class the first hour and then come home.

Despite these not-so-enthusiastic
attitudes of my children, I am very happy to
observe some noticeable effects the devoted
teachers' effort are having on my children's
behavior. Whenever guests arrive or leave our
house these days, my children always greet
them in Korean, though they are not very
fluent. Short conversations take place
between them and their grandmother whereas
there had been no dialogue before. They can



now recognize the Korean national flag, and on
our way to camping trips or short outings,
they sing the songs they learned at the Korean
school. To teach Korean through music is a
very effective means of teaching: it's not as
time consuming as ordinary classroom
instruction.

Subjects 1ike Korean history or geography
should be taught in language classes as Mrs.
Gloria Lee said she was doing at her school.
Classes meet on Friday evenings at our school,
and so students are tired from the week's work
and play. Since the progress of Korean school
doesn't necessarily depend on the number of
subjects taught in separate classes, I think
it is important to design lesson plans which
can be taught in a short period of time with
greater effectiveness. Coloring Korean
pictures 1is not really teaching anything
beyond the Tlevel of kindergarten coloring
activities. Films may be effective if shown
once in a while, accompanied by proper
explanations, but too many films shown too
often may backfire and breed boredom in the
children.

ee Mrs. Soon Ja Kim is

of the PTA for Seattle Korean
School. Mrs. Kim, would you please tell us
about the kind of character you hope Korean
School will develop in our children?

Ick-whan Lee:
president

Soon Ja Kim: There may be other reasons
for coming to America, but it seems to me that
most people give better education for their
children as the main reasons for their
immigration. But in reality, that purpose is
often neglected or forgotten. While the
parents strive to eke out a 1living, the
children have grown without getting a better
education, for which they were originally
brought here. Children have adopted the
American way of 1life in custom and culture,
and the dialogue between parents and children
has disappeared because of the Tlanguage
barrier, which brings about a lot of youth
problems that sometimes lead to tragedies.
Because parents are steeped in the Korean
heritage, they hope their children would
behave more in the Korean way, while children
lack an understanding about Korea and its
culture and customs. I think the main
function of Korean School should be to find
solutions to this widening generation gap
caused by language problems.

Firstly, children should know one's
mother tongue if one is to love and understand
one's brothers and sisters as well as one's
parents at home. By learning about Korean
culture and the spirit of the Korean people at
Korean School, I hope they may develop a
vision for their future careers in American
society--a vision that would give them
confidence in themselves as Korean Americans
who are contributing members of the larger
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American society.

Attending Korean School has its own
problems, in managing time and workload and in
controlling the child's fatigue factor. Going
to Korean School means extra work added to the
five-day work schedule of their regular
school. And in our case, after taking the
children to Korean classes on Saturday, we
have to spend all day Sunday because we are
members of the Church where Korean classes are
held. So our children do not have any free
time at all, and sometimes their participation
in extracurricular activities overlaps with
Korean classes.

But this is one price worth paying for
learning the Korean 1language and culture,
which is an essential part of the Korean
American who contributes to American society.

Ick-whan Lee: Next we will move on to
the issue of the 1level of achievement in
teaching Korean to our children. At times I
get the impression that we are treating the
children raised in America the same way we
treat children growing up in Korea. To me
they are quite different. I think we should
take this difference into consideration when
we discuss the level of fluency we would like
our children to achieve in theKoreanlanguage
as well as in their behavior patterns. As the
children grow older, the subject  of
coversation between children and parents
becomes increasingly complicated and
difficult, in which case the dialogue breaks
unless the parents use the language children
are familiar with--English. This happens so
often whenever subtle and delicate problems
have to be resolved.

Given this kind of limit, what should be
the level of achievement and what should be

taught? What do the children gain from our
effort? We should address ourselves to these
questions. Also I would like your opinion on

whether the Korean language and culture are
absolutely necessary in the growth of an
individual. Can a person who knows -no Korean
and no Korean culture develop his or her
self-awareness?

In Hee Treadwell: I don't think it's an

absolute necessity. Even without any
knowledge of the Korean language and culture,
you, as a U.S. citizen, still have many
occupations to choose from. But I want my
children to learn about the Korean cultural
background for additional enrichment to
broaden their insight, because my grandparents
and my parents are Korean, and because I am a
Korean. Frankly, it is impossible to expect a
high level of fluency. We cannot expect the
kids going to weekend Korean classes to be
able to give a formal speech in Korean. But I
remember my child reading aloud what she saw
on a drugstore billboard as we were driving




by, saying "yakbang." Then she asked me if
she was right. This was about two months
after she began going to Korean classes, and I
was very proud of her. My child too was proud
of what she had learned although she knows
perfectly well that she hasn't mastered the
language.

I also remember the days when I was a
young child--I am sure you do, too--those days
when at the repeated urgings by my parents, I
simply went through the motion of doing the
things they wanted me to work hard on, and how
I wish now I had worked on it harder then.
Although the children are too young to
recognize the need now, I am certain that
there will come a time when they will wake up
to the moment of realization one day and say,
“Ah, this is the reason my parents took me to

Korean School." I think we should be
satisfied with this. It's enough to satisfy
me anyway.

Ick-whan Lee: Mr. Yu, you must have
something to say on the subject.

Daeshik Yu: Yes, I want to begin by
commending the excellent work by the teachers
and parents who are serving the two Korean
schools. The kids going to these schools are
very fortunate.

You have cited many specific examples
that 1illustrate the happy results of the
Korean language instruction. I want to share
with you another one I saw in the letters
written by the students my wife taught. At
Seattle Korean School my wife taught a si-jo,
a poem, to emphasize that no matter how

difficult they say the Korean language is, it
can be learned if you keep at it. She had them
recite the si-jo at the beginning of her
class, sometimes together, sometimes
individually, until everyone in class could
recite it fluently from memory. Recently my
wife had to stop teaching because of illnmess.
Then my wife received a sort of get-well
letters from her students. Every letter cited
the si=-jo in full, with some changes made, to
tell my wife that no matter how serious they
may say your illness is, it can be cured if
you are spiritually prepared to fight it. So
be strong and get well quick, the Tletters
urged her. A1l this was in perfectly readable
Korean. As I saw the tears running down from
my wife's eyes as she read her students'
letters, I said to myself, this is an example
of the results teaching Korean can achieve.

To get to the topic of tonight's
discussion, 1 would like to suggest that we
take a look at some of the problems we may
encounter as we emphasize the Korean identity
in America, and also the problems facing
individuals when we emphasize the community
consciousness calling for unity and oneness.
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If we were discriminated against by a
white American for reasons of our race, we
would protest racial discrimination, resorting
to the democratic principles which America has
been trying to realize from the time of the
founding fathers, or citing specific laws that
forbid it. We should fight against such bias.
Now when we emphasize our Koreanness in
portraying our image, we are in effect
stressing the fact that we are different from
Americans. This seems to be a form of
self-imposed discrimination. While we say
that others should never discriminate against
us, we are saying at the same time that we
should take pride in being different from
white people or black people. Are we not
applying a double standard here? If so, we've
got a problem. I think our candid discussion
tonight should touch upon this problem.

The next question I raise for our
discussion is the relation between the ethnic
identity and the individual identity of the
people who make up our ethnic community.
Cultural identity or ethnic identity does
exist when we categorize people in a broad
sense. But what 1is also important is the
sense of individual identity, without which
individual differences and charcteristics
would disappear, everyone thinking one thought
and all pursuing one and the same goal.
Certainly, our children should know that they
have inherited Korean blood, and that there is
a cultural homogeneity in their background.
But if we want their intellect and emotion to
grow and if we want them to maximize their
talents on the international stage, isn't our
emphasis on Koreanness too narrow a frame
which might stifle their imagination and
creativity?

The need of the parents and the need of
the Korean community as a collective entity
can stimulate our children's imagination to
make outstanding contributions in such areas a

Korean American studies and community
services. But we should also encourge our
children to explore all areas of the

humanities and sciences. Thare are times when
ethnic identity alone does not solve all the
problems which individuals within an ethnic
groups are faced with.

In short, I suggest that we discuss how
to answer the question if we were asked
whether our emphasis on the Korean identity is
not self-imposed discrimination. Secondly,
when emphasizing our cultural boundary as the

basis of our Korean identity, how do we
explain to our children the individual
differences that exist within that broad
boundary.

Ick-whan Lee: The reason why I kept
asking you about what kind of persons you want
your children to grow up to be is because I
see a big difference in their social
enviroment, due largely to the choice made by



their parents to live in America. Among us the
first generation who came fully immersed in
Korean culture, there is a tendency to believe
that cultural identity is a panacea for all

ills. We tend to impose this myth of Korean
culture as panacea upon our children But
reality tells us it's not a panacea. Kids

born and raised in Korea and kids raised in
America are different. I think we should
define the differences in order to determine
how much Korean education we should give our
children, and to what extent.

Kun Hong Park: Seen from the continuum
there 1s the Korean at one end; there is the
American at the other end; and in the middle
there is the Korean American. The children of
the recent immigrant generation are fated to
the middle ground of the Korean American's
position.

To try to raise our children in America
exactly the same way they would be raised in
Korea is the same thing as trying to turn an
impossibility into a reality. Ideally, we
wish that our children will be able to master
both English and Korean perfectly. But this
is as impossible as it is for a person to be
in two places at one point in time. I think
it is an unachievable vanity for us to try to
raise our children exactly the same way they
would be educated in Korea. Frankly speaking,
I would be scared if our children were to
become just 1ike the children being raised in
Korea, because in many respects our children
are more genuine and untouched by sophisitry,
more candid and humane than their counterparts
in Korea.

On the question of self-imposed
discrimination which Mr. Yu raised a while
ago, I think there is a potential danger in us

to follow the line of self-imposed
discrimination when we are not sure of
ourselves. When we have no English and no

understanding of American society, our lack of
confidence would force us to shrink and hide
inside a negative attitude toward the outside
world, constantly emphasizing our own selves.
To me this is self-imposed discrimination.

But there is another side to
discrimination--the discrimination imposed not
by ourselves but by others from outside, which
blames me on things I am not responsible for.
In this kind of situation, discrimination is
not self-imposed since I am getting its impact
from outside. We should fight off this
discrimination at all costs, and the answer
lies in having confidence in ourselves. As

Mrs. Gloria Lee has stated, we should raise
our children to become individuals equipped
with decent personality, clear-headed

intellect, and charged with energetic spirit,
who can establish themselves 1in American
society, fighting off all the barriers of bias
and prejudice.
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Ick-whan Lee: The curriculum of Korean
schools includes culture, history, arts and
physical education, and of course, the Korean
language rightly given the emphasis it
deserves. By observing my own three
children's experience at Korean school, I
learned that the peeer group association is
sometimes more important than what they
actually learn in classes. Mrs. Qwihee Lee,
would you like to comment on this aspect of
Korean language school?

Qwihee Lee: Peer group is an issue quite
different from the issue of what sort of
individuals Korean education should try to
develop, but the two issues are also related.
I agree with everything that has been said
tonight. 1 too had my share of struggle in
talking my children into accepting Korean
school. But what I want to point out is that
we must admit a possibility that our
children's ideas of what they want to become
when they grow up may be quite different from
what parents want them to be. Our discussion
on whether to raise them as "Korean Americans"
or “"American Koreans" may be just a wishful
thinking on our part to satisfy ourselves.

I  understand the Korean American
Historical Society is going to hold a separate
panel discussion with the children from our
community. Perhaps, we should think about the
issue again after we Tlisten to what the
children have to say about what they want to
grow up to be. Our expectations should agree
with the children's ideas. Only then our
effort to educate them would take effect.

To children being raised in
non-churchgoing families, the Korean community
we so often refer to tends to be just an
abstract concept. My children, for instance,
did not have many opportunities to go where
only Koreans are gathered and mingle with them
en masse. Consequently, when we went to live
in Korea for a couple of years, the children
were shocked to find so many people with black
hairs. If there had been a Korean school
which my children could have attended before
we went, I think the shock would have been
much Tess.

There is a peer group at Korean school
formed among the kids during the past year
when my children have been going. The
children come from different social and family
backgrounds; they all go to different schools
weekdays; their ages range from elementary
school youngstersto high school teenagers.But the
stresses to which each child is subject are
quite similar because of their common social
environment. Just as we are gathered here to
share our problems and agonies tonight,
children should be given a chance to share
their problems and troubles, finding role
models among themselves and for themselves. I
believe this is one of the major functions
Korean school should serve.



When teenage girls get together, sharing
a common style or a fad in dress or behavior
patterns, I think it helps them a Tlot in
coping with the stresses that come with the
process of growing up.

The next problem is one that I have not
yet experienced for myself, but a problem
encountered by parents with older children.
These parents raised their children strictly
Korean way. Now they have reached the
marrying age; some are well past that age.
But they don't go out with American boys nor
with Korean boys, because their parents failed
to provide opportunities for them to meet and
find candidates for their mates.

This is not to suggest that Korean school
should be a place for boys and girls to find
their mates. But I want to point out that it
is important, especially for older students,
to formulate the image of Korean boys and
girls through their first-hand observation of
the behavior patterns of their peers.

Ke-Hi Oh: I think Mr. Yu raised a very
important question tonight, and Mr. Park has
given a good answer from a pragmatic point of
view, and Mrs. Lee pointed out the importance

of an opportunity to from a peer group,
through which students can analyze and
understand  themselves by observing one

another's behavior. Children growing up in
America are different form those being raised
in Korea because they live in two distinct
social settings.

First of all, children growing in America
should have a good command of English and a
thorough understanding of the mainstream
culture. Second, they should have a good
command of the Korean language and culture.
We should educate our children to become
dynamic individuals who actively contribute in
the Korean American community affairs while at
the same time work with people from other
ethnic groups. These are the principles that
I am applying in my Korean school, because the
question of how to educate our children in
America goes beyond the field of education and

ultimately becomes the question of racial
relations.

As the old theory of America as a melting
pot came under attack for its inaccurate
representation of ethnic and cultural
multiplicity, the theory of cultural
pluralism, as you know, has replaced it.

Cultural pluralism emphasizes three points:
firstly, an ethnic group and its culture
should be recognized as an entity, unique and
independent in itself. Secondly, members of a
variety of ethnic groups live together in a
universal society formed by ethnic groups, and
the official Tlanguage in that universal
society is English. So at night they live in
the ethnic groups they belong to, using their
own native languages and preserving their own
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cultural heritages. During the day time they
go out to the universal society, which
recognizes individual cultural differences but
communicating in English. Thirdly, all ethnic
groups are granted equal opportunities, but
each group has the right to unite in
competition with other groups. These three
points emphasized by cultural pluralism are
the criteria by which we determine the content
of what should be taught to our children.

We should teach the basic philosophical
differences between Korean and American
cultures. Then, the student will be able to
do a comparative analysis of different
cultures, working in cooperation with other
ethnic groups. Another reason why we should
teach Korean to our children is that when our
group 1is abused or mistreated by another
group, you can overcome this discrimination by
knowing yourself. Furthermore, when they
compete with other ethnic groups, the Korean
language education will increase the ability
to unite with fellow Korean Americans, and
compete with others on the basis of strength
and power.

Ick-whan Lee: I want to thank everyone
tonight for your active participation in the
discussion. There are several other issues
that I had planned to discuss with you, but
I'm sorry to say we ran out of time. I want
to repeat again that tonight's discussion will
appear in the first issue of the Journal of
the Korean American Historical Society both in
Korean and English some time in June.

We are planning another discussion on the
same issues you have discussed tonight with a
group of young students. And that discussion
will appear 1in our second idssue in two
languages. We feel that it is about time we
shift our focus gradually from the first to
second generation.

Another area that calls for our attention
is the fact that the two Korean schools have
not yet established any official relationship
with the School Districts in our state
although it's been two years since the Korean
schools began their functions. Whereas
Japanese and Chinese are offered as second
languages in high schools, Korean has not
received recognition as a second language.
The members of the Korean American Historical
Society, together with the teachers and
parents of the two Korean schools, would like
to start a campaign to persuade the School
Districts to offer Korean as a second
language.

Thank you again for your participation,
and we share your hope to reap a fruitful
harvest of your teaching efforts at Korean
Schools.



Irresponsible Journalism:
Model Minority

Harold Riach (Young Shik Shim)

Recently an article entitled "The Promise
of America" appeared in the June 2 issue of
Parade, a magazine with a national
circulation. The subject matter it presents,
the successes of the Asian Americans, has
appeared with increasing frequency in the
media during the Tlast two years. The
following is an excerpt from a letter I have
written to the author of the article.

After decades of
journalism, newspapers
days have found

unrelenting yellow
and magazines these
another way of stereotyping

the Asian Americans. This new wave of
articles hail us as the "model minority,"
destined to exploit every opportunity to
acnieve, if nothing else, economic and

academic superiority. Their collective praise
of our achievements is so sweet that it
borders on the saccharine.

As a Korean American immigrant, my gqut
reaction to these ostensibly image-restoring
articles is somewnat ambivalent. On the one
hand, these sweet success stories are definite
improvements over the Ching Chong Chinamen
image with which the media has assaulted our
sensibilities in the past; but, on the other
hand, these recent articles still present a
skewed image of the Asian Americans, i.e.,
that almest all Asian Americans are now
successtul in the Land of Opportunities.

This new nationwide trend of typecasting
Asian Americans does mask for the moment the
disparaging image the media has created in the
past, but, at the same time, it also continues
to portray only one segment of the Asian
American population, and hence unfairly
Tumping the rest of the community with that
group which has just now caught the media's
yuppyish fancy: the educated and the
successful. In other words, this is just
another head of that same ugly beast of media
distortion, which has preyed upon the Asian
Americans from the day when the first group
landed on our shores.

0f course, I am very proud of the gains
we have made in the American society.
However, when one segment of an ethnic
minority group is depicted as representing the
whole community, certain injustice results.
At the very least, it creates the illusion in
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the mind of the public that Asian Americans
are faring much better than they actually are.
This »public illusion can and often does
provoke drastic consequences. For example,
this unbridled optimism about the economic and
academic  posture of the Asian American
community is partly responsible for the recent
attempts by the majority to dismantle
affirmative action programs for  Asian
Americans, thus denying opportunities to many
who come from very disadvantaged backgrounds.
On a more ominous note, these inaccurate
articles can foment racial violence. I am
sure you have read about the Vincent Chin
murder case in Detroit, where two unemployed
Whites, motivated by economic jealousy,
bludgeoned this Chinese American to death with
a baseball bat on the evening before his
scheduled wedding.

It appears that these articles have
indiscriminately used the 1980 U.S. Census to
buttress their claims that the Asian Americans
have a higher median income than Whites. But
common sense tells us that census reports are
always inaccurate for immigrant groups,
especially for recent immigrants. Just ask
yourself what a recent immigrant with language
difficulty would do with a census packet
received in the mail. Then also consider the
hundreds of thousands of Southeast Asian
refugees who have arrived in this country in
the last five years, the majority of whom have
barely subsisted on what menial Tlabor they
could get from time to time and on the paltry
governmental assistance they have received
(and soon no Tlonger will receive). If one
considered these factors, one would be more
cautious in making a such conclusion from
census reports.

I feel that responsible journalism always
strives to make accurate reports, rather than
to engage in speculation, conjecture, or
sweeping generalizations. Should you ever
have the opportunity to write another such
article in the future, please do not use a
small, somewhat insular groups of Koreans in
Kansas City to color the whole Asian American
community in the U.S., which is as diverse as
any ethnic group and is not subject to
sweeping generalizations.



In Memo_riam

Yunja Yu

Yunja VYu, the wife of Daeshik Yu and the mother of Kyung Hak, Kay
Kyungsun and Dennis Kyungjin, died of cancer in the University of
Washington Hospital on September 27, 1985.

Yunja came to Seattle in 1968 to join her husband who had arrived
four months earlier for his graduate studies in English literature at
the University of Washington. She came with their three children, then
1, 3 and 6 years old. During her 17 years in Seattle, she raised them
to become fine young people. To many of her friends, she was the model
of mothering.

In 1972, Mrs. Yu started working as a secretary in the Department
of Civil Engineering of the University of Washington. In 1977, she
transferred to the Dean's Office to work for the associate dean for
research. In 1980, she was promoted to administrative assistant to the
Dean of the College of Engineering--the position she held to the time of
her death.

The College of Engineering recognized the excellence of her dedi-
cated work by setting up the Yunja Yu Memorial Fund at PeoplesBank in
the U.W. HUB.

Mrs. Yu also taught at the Korean School of Seattle on weekends.
Before the founding of the Korean Community Counseling Center, of which
she was a board member, Yunja devoted many hours for Korean patients as
a volunteer interpreter. When the Korean Community Counseling Center
was first formed, Yunja drafted and translated the constitution, wrote
the KCCC English brochure, and organized a fund raising recital with her
violinist daughter.

Yunja Yu also played a vital role in founding the Korean American
Research Project at the University of Washington as well as the Korean
American Historical Society. While in her sick bed, battling with the
side effects of radiation and hyperthermia treatments, Yunja organized
the Korean American Historical Society fund raising dinner at the U.W.
Faculty Club, transcribed the Joe Hong interviews, and typed all the
manuscripts for the English portion of this Journal.

With the death of Yunja Yu, the world has lost a bright and kind
spirit whose 1love of Tlife overflowed from her close-knit family into
their friends and relatives both in the Korean and American communities.
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Editor's Note

In the next issue of our Jour-
nal, we will take a look at the 40
year history of Korean Americans in
the Northwest through an oral history
interview with Mrs. Gloria Lee (known
to the Korean community by her maiden
name Kan Nan Kim) who, since her ar-
rival in 1948, has been very actively
involved with many aspects of the
Korean American community--the
church, the Korean language school,
counseling service and the Korean
Association. She will recall her
association with the Korean bachelors

who had come on the first wave of
Korean emigration and Tived in Seat-
tle's Chinatown in winter months and

went to work in the Alaskan cannery
during the fishing season. She will
tell us how she and her husband Mr.
Chang Hey Lee helped one early immi-
grant in particular, picking him up
at the Walla Walla prison, finding
him a place to stay in Chinatown, and
what finally happened to him. Mrs.
Kan Nan Kim will also tell us about
the beginning of the Seattle Korean
Association, of which her husband was
the founding president. Mrs. Lee's
story will provide an important link
between those who had come to the

state of Washington before and after
World War II.

We will continue to feature
early immigrants after the story of
Mr. Ji In Hong told by his son Joe in

this inaugural issue. In our next
issue, we will carry the story of
three "picture brides" in Gresham,
Oregon, who are now in their seven-
ties and eighties. Their family
history stretches over four genera-
tions, and they are a living testi-

mony to the ninety years of Korean
American history. The power of their
will to overcome the incredible
hardships, different values evolving
from generation to generation, con-
flicting attitudes towards dating and
marrying outside of the Korean race
and their repercussions, the lone-
liness that accompanies age--on these
and other matters, we have much to
learn  from the early immigrants'
experience. Those of us who came in
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the 60's have not yet had time to
experience these problems.

Oral history interview tapes on
six other early immigrants--Joo Eun
Yang, Won Yong Kim, Sa-sun Hwang,
Hyung Soon Kim, Chung Soon Ro and
Seung Hwa Ahn--will also be incor-
porated into the Gresham "picture

bride" stories.

The Panel Discussion section of
our second issue will focus on Korean
American students of high school and
college age, covering a wide range of
topics--what it is like to be growing
up in America, their experience of
bias and prejudice at schools and
neighborhoods, their own aspirations
and parental expectations, dating and

moral restrictions 1imposed by the
Korean tradition, the difference
between their concept of success and

that of parents.

The Korean American Historical
Society will hold a series of panel
discussion with students at the U.W.

Ethnic Cultural Center in cooperation
with the U.W. Korean Students Asso-
ciation, the Korean language schools,
and bilingual educators in the School
District.

[ would like to take this oppor-
tunity to ask you to support us by
sharing with us what you know about
historically significant events in-
volving Korean Americans. For our
next issue in particular, any infor-
mation on the career of the late Mr.
Chang Hey Lee gained through your
personal association when he was with
us would help us get a fuller picture
of his 1ife in America since 1930.

Send your information to:

Daeshik Yu, Ph.D.
Project Director
Korean American Research Project
Department of American
Ethnic Studies
University of Washington
Seattle, WA 98195
(206) 543-6301 or
(206) 523-4902 (H)
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