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Program Note

THE YEW TREE

Diane Thome

This composition marks a return to purely instrumental writing after an interim
of nearly a decade during which time my creative attention was centered on the
electronic medium. The piece was inspired by my desire to provide a musical
setting for the poem by Robert Strassburg entitled, "Love's Springtime." The
title, THE YEW TREE, is a reference to a central image of the poem which
occurs at the beginning of its second verse. The poetic line is exploited
compositionally as a primary structural demarcation. The work was
commissioned by the Orchestra of Our Time in New York City with the support
of a National Endowment of the Arts Composer's Grant awarded in 1979.
THE YEW TREE is recorded on Crystal Records with soprano Montserrat
Alavedra.
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Love's. Springtime

“A tountain echo
Resounds
n my heart, ~
Thes April morn .
The white dove of rhythm
Chants
An etheveal minstrel song
With qgentle
Unprefending tvills

oftly sung

mid thorns and bullerflies
The sky-lark cries
Epreadm_g’ far and wide
Rove Sonnefts.

everies Of o
Host sweet] y '

Seated 1 a Yew-tree
1 wecetve heaver's lght
Calm and free
Tenderly spun tn early Spring
%ur love delays : ) SN
ith gentle splerdor ;
My (ife's excursion
7717:lla»€’e3 izmorta[
n assage
mz ‘te:tpomr; fufagy.
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