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lMr. Chairmasm , members of the ecutive Conmlubeo, dear friends,

On behd £ of the Ail Burma Studeﬂts' Union, I wish to convey
our herartfelt tha ks to the International Union of Students for

~inviting us to partieipate in this 7xecutive Committee l'eeting.

Thenks again to the IUS, beecause it 1as not only invited us but.
has-given all mossible help to en.able us to attend this meeting.
Still, I have to thank the JUS yet once more, beecause the first s
point,on this present agenda deals wi th our strugesles - the student
movement in colonial and dependent countrics - and searches for
W”ys and meens “o assist us on our road to freedom ancd peacec and
denocratic education. ’ : :

Ispecidly, we are very much pTeased and nonoured to discuss
our fu-ure in Peking, the ep ital of the Chinese neoples who have

_reC°ﬁ“1v sha>tered the chdns of colonielisin and feudd . oppression

and have emerged urlunnganf and v1ctorlovs as masters of their own
frte commenders of their own future

Since the moment we were invited to Fekinr, the Chinese f: 7ends
have rencered us eVery co-operation, unde”standlnu, and showered
“he grertest hospnitality to us, one and 2ll; for this - I prcsend
my sincere thanks to students and youth, the sons smd daugnters of
¥ew China with this messade:-

"Dear eldeg brothers, dcar elder sisters of Peonle!s Chinal
As you ere showing us the way end setting exarples for us, your
vounger brothers and youngoer. sistors in i 711ng Burma sslute you
with Tond admiration.and ncver expiring lov Ve thank you wi th

2all our comradd y heartsi®

Testerday, I had,the »¥ asure of hoarln” the rconor: on tae
first agenda prcsentad by our President, I'r. Crohman I would like
to discuss on this renort Ifrom our Tunmese noint ol viewt

To discuss ©the revort from the "urmesc viewpoint, I consider
that the Exseutive Committee nced be informed a short baclkground
for Turaa.
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Oour country, JTurma, started To feel the voke of colonialism
since the lst cuarter of tho last century. The wiole of Turma fell
into the hands of the Brﬁtish ¢>lonialists in X385 and since then,
Burme had writhed in agony in the clutches of the hlood suclers.
7ith the arrival of colonislism camc onnression and misery, hunger
and want, jails and bullets. Colonialism denied us even the right
to live as human beings - hence 1t was nothing stram ge when the
sunnression of our national culturc and seicnce ;ollowvd closc
behind. 8 o

Dirsctly offoeting us studonus, was that eolonid ism denicd
us the risht to study, lot alongc: a democratic cducatien. hen ve
nrotested and danandud our nceds, we worc ~ttacked brutd 1y by the
pnolice, shot dosm by the army o flung into jails. Yes, bhc TUS .
revnori was corrcet whon it Stmb@d ““enross1on arxd the absenece of
demoeratic rights and liborticg arc a pormancnt foa’surc of éolo-
nialism.* o

: Colonialist oduecation for Purmese students moans a few uiser-
able schools lachlﬁg nropor starf and modeorn cducationd ccuipments.
Sons of worlkery and oo&sanbs hayo ot been ablc to attend thosc few
number of collugos waich allcwoo only a vory limited cgpacity.

Wwven thosc fow who arc able to:.study therc have to go through under
very noor conditions. A .fow 15brarios - thore, stockod mostly will
noisonous lxteraturo Lfow 1aberauor"os end hospitels rondor but poor
health sorvice. Rich nooplc usuallvw flvy thousends of milcs away
Lo qrithln or USA. to ~ot modical uroaumenu thore.

Burqa has a nopulaqwon of 17 111110ns but all the higher sclhiools

nrovide a canacity of only about 40,000. Other universities and

colle zes combined, nrovided 4,500 students.

Burma is an acrlculuural country: thus tiie nonulation is meinly
rural. IHowever, there are very few schools in vvllaﬂes. One micht
travel some®tlmes through 20 v1llages and lesmn tha, not a singleg’
nroper school (not even nrimary) does exist "thére. ~No wonde» in
our country 45, of the men and 80:5 of the women are illiterate
'"Mere is but one doc or for,every 30,000 peonle, oven then the dls-
tribution is sucih “that ﬂn,Vﬂlh.res viere 055'0- the peoople live -
medigal attention is neol_gl‘le. : :

Our country nas a longuage, 2 literature aad a culture of a
brillian® levcl but as yet there is not one proper mussum in the
country waicih could present Burmesc art, or history in form.

lcute shortasge of educational facilities also contributes to
the maldevd. opment of’ agriculture and industrr. Tmperid ism has
reduced Burma to a disgracchIWv low intellectual soclzal and cco-
nomic leve , in spite of the country's rich resources and a high
recorc of art and culture.
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So - 1f only we could, we would have laughed when ‘the colo-
nialists said that their rule was beneficial to the backward peoples.
We could not laugh - we only grlfted our teeth. and hated colonialism
'w1th all our hearts. v 3y ,

The students of Burna waged a resolute battle against colo-
nialisn and slave education since 1920. In those earlier days, the
students were in the forefront and up to 1937, they were nore or
v%ess the leaders of the natlonol rioverient against Britlsh 1nper1al-

sn. v :

In 1938 under +he leadershlp of the late Ko Ba Hein stu&ents e
allied themselves with the workers and other oppressed classes and
Wwaged ‘a general strike and a strong noverient against:colionialism.

' Jails became the new hogtels of the students.  Bo Aung Gyaw, the

1st student nartyr was c¢llibbed to déath in Rangooni Other students
‘and youth were shot down' to death at Mandalﬁy.;,

Vhen war broke out in the east in 1941, “the British abandonedv
the Burmese people to the mercy of the Japanese fascists. Those. .
were the darkest days of our history. Blackness and death, torture'ﬁ
"and shanme descended over the whole country and of course,. the life
of the student was wrecked- entirely during those yeurs.

The students, olthough 2 Union cmld not ex1st in those dhys
did not break up their revolutionary record, but joined the ranks =
of the Anti-Fascist Organisation and took part in the armed revolt .
of the people which gnashed nany buttﬁlllOHS of the Fascist Army { Al
in the Burmese territor y. i
£ But defezt sf the Jap nGSe Fusclsm did not bring us freedon B
. in the way it should. _British ifuperidlists returned and reconsti-
tuted their rule and a bitter struggle followed, ih which againg; - ..
the. students played quite an active role. As the fizht for freedon' -
becarie sharp and nmore vigorous, the British.colonialists changed
their tacties. Agents of montpollst cqpltal succéeeded in splltting
the united front cf the people, they also employed bribery, black=
mail and aassassinations.” Many patriots were imprisoned and tor- .
tured or henged. Afteriail these disosrganisation =nd terror, plunder
and chaos, the so- called 1ndependence to Burna was proclaimed in
Jﬁnuary 1948 :

To an observer, but a coreful ohe, of course, the Faéts that
Burmn now hos 2 flqg quite different fron the Uhion JTack, that a
new constitution was drawn, that a Burnese president w1th a new -
ear occupied the govGrnment house - such pnastes would not look the
dianonds for which they pretcnded to be. After 1ndependence, Burna
remains A seni-colonial znd a semi-foud-l country° Toreign mono-
polists still hold the econory of Burma in their death-like grip,
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‘feudal landlords still exploit the peasants while to the l°st drop.
In fact, the proclmation of the. so-crlled indopendence only harked
n stage when the national big byginess betrayed the people and. allied
themselves with the colonlalls%a Oh,, yes! ‘There was: indeed a; me \
change! Sids by side with Bri sh the Aneric“n o(pipd; 4nt ,
trated into the country. Apar fron thege - independen ct gAave:
nothing to the people, The Burpa Gurrepncy Board headedxbng}w,N,
Hopkins has to be in London. Mr, J.S. 'nival, o pre-war Bri
- Civil Servant, baecaue the econqﬁic advisor to the. Burngse; Government

Naturally 2 strong wave gt dissatisf zetion and protost follow—
ed.. The puppet governuent employed Faseist measures and attacked’
all deumocratic organisations ip the country. Thoueands of ‘peoplé
were- flung into prison; in ja 1; (like the one in’ TthrTWaddy) tor-
tures equivalent to Nazi ang 1qscist lavele weFfa ‘tonducted. ~Students
alrendy in jail were lathi<gfarged, put 4n‘ solitary ! confinement o
whipped nnd kicked 1nsulte and ¢ ttacked,in rinny ‘brutal nanners.,; i

+: %

B e The people took'up arms and put up a brave“resistance againstA'

- “this terror e thus started ‘the period of Paople s Democratic Revo-
'1ution in Burma. ) 3 i P g 5 5

e Till then, the All Burma Studen&a' Unfon was-werking legally.
'But in 1949, as described ‘on Page 21 af ‘the IUS report, the Uniomn

was driven underground and so we''lad to shift our headquarters to

the liberated areas and joined the People's Democratic Front in

Tcarrying on an armed struggle for peace, ational liveration and
people s domocracy. .

Here, 1 would like to make ore point clear.

Althcugh we are openly taking up arms agalnst oppres310n
~~‘although 4in the liberated ‘areas the students are taking part in.
- all tasks of the People's democratic revolutien, altheugh in the’
* non-liberated zones many students are waging legal struggles for.® ,
- freedom - there are many more questions to be settled. -Dear members,
of the Lxecutive Committee, I would ' like to renort to you our . T
loadars, about the student situations and our A.B. S.U. polioy and
would appreciate very much, if you would express your opinions
- eriticise, guide and advice us on the various lines Whlch we are
now taking. _ ‘ : g SR :
. The A1l Burma students' Union does not consider that demo-
cratic education can be realised without actual national inde-
pendence. Therefore policies such as "Learn industriously what.
is being taught you in classes - then seérve the country". etc. are
entirely wrong under colonial education. Such a policy will be
practicable only where democratic educatior is achieved. That
age-worn policy that "students should not: taka part in politics"
is not nracticable any where on earth. ; ,
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We cannot accept slogans which say, '"those, who are not With'
us, is ggainst us." This concerns na 1onal nrganisation as well as
international. We believe that still broader masses of students can
be'united. : (i

We believe in unity. We dencunce all disrupters of students!
unity both within our ranks and'w¢thout - Tnth natlﬁnally and
1nternationally._

~ To achieve natlonal 1naepend snce fAr our country ‘we cannot
fight alone. We students are but sons and daughters of the people,
Which side will the people chocse? That must be ours as well. Some
students in Burma criticise and dislike our policy of accepting
the working class as leader of the national liberation movement. - -
They denounce all parties and claim that students can take Lhe
lead in the national liberation movement.But we are sure’ that,’
we are absolutely correct. Either follow the Worklng class or the
capitalist. We see no other leaders .apart from these two. It has. :
been proved by victories in the Soviet Union, New China,: other

- People's Democracies that such working class leadershlp and -

such leadership alone.can give us v1ctor/, can_g;ve us democratic

Let alone Soviet Union and Peoplc's Democrac1es the achlevements
we made after the All Burma Students'’ Union started to operate from
the liberated areas w1ll 1Llustrate th fact that We are: oatthe Ll
correct path. : & i T ; ,,fmﬁﬁj
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Organisationally we ach*c“ed the memoershlp target of 25 OOO,
and are actively working to achle e Treedom for our country Students
are found on duty in all ranks. They serve in the People's: Army,
Medical Service, Arsenals, Vireless and Communition Corbs. In many

- branches of the Peojle’s Democrat:c'Front and in. different commiss _ions "
. students are being r‘presenéed ~.for instance, in the Education

Commission of the Liberated Areas, two student representatives are
working as comﬂ1s31on members. Not only in these but alos on all
levels of the People's AQLL&&Sﬁ*du;Te Committees, and in many parts
of the liberated zon:s, studunus nd ycuths are belng rewresented.,
Unliké students in the non- lﬂuereued zones where the Prime kinister-
himself preaches that Ypolitics-are dirty" (:) the students of the
liberated are given a hlgn level in volitical knowledge and are being
educated to become thae ezpmb*arv bu1 qe1° ~f a Pe ople’s Democracy.

T told you just a while agc abc1u educatlonamong the vil_.ages.
We find a great deal ‘of work %o do there. The colonialists always: said
. that it was impossible to buiid.a school in every village. We aecom-
plish that cuite easily nowadaysh Buildings of feudal oppressors are
turned into schools: sometimes new buildings arc actually built up by
voluntary labour. Side by side with elementary schools, adult edu- .
cation courses are conducted in all corners of the liberated zones




No. 16 : P.f_

with great-success. Vomen, who were unable to rsad even the first
alphabet before the resistance, are nsw able to writc reports to
their Women's Unions., In all shcools, stud.nt unions and administra-
tive boards arz being set up and for the first time in Burma's
history, joint boards of teachers and students function togcther for
the interests of both.

Together with educational work, cultural and social activities
are also carried out by the studunts, The organ of the ABSU, the
*Student" is the one of the most sopular weeklies in the liberated
parts: one of the plays prascnted by AB3U called "MLRTALI" has become
widely appraciated by the people. Even under very difficult cir- '
cumstances and constant pounding of government troops, education
in the liberated areas has developed to a b=tter levél than those of
the arceas held by the pupnet government.

This, dcar frlcnds is proof. This is the ahswer to the qubry,
whethetr We are on the rlght path or not. These achievemcnts have
‘strengthened our struggles all the more. ¥s achisve these victories
thanks to the l'adgrshlg of th¢ working class in Burma..

et Agalq I vgnind you doar frlcnds thesc achicvemoents are being
 :accom3l1shcd only in tho liberatad parts: there is a huge arca in
. Burma as yet to bc frecd. " students fight and struggle side by
side with our neoples not only becaus:z we want .frecdom and democratic
. gducation for us - but also b.:cause we want psacc for you, for us

and for thom in the whole world, ' '

As long as tho punpet government exists in Burma, our sountry
rcmains as an 1nstrumcnt for war. To this statomosnt allow me to prescnt
some¢ faects,

" Bordaring India, Pakistan, China, IndoChinre and Siam, having
a long coastline into the Indian Unaanr Burm2 has a veiy strategic
position., During tho last war, you will perheps romember how
important a position she heuld. Thify, the Purma Road and the Ledo Raods
werc uscd to send supnlies to China, Now the warnongers arc planning
to use thosce again to attacdk the Chinesc peovnle.

Under various tr.oaties signed betwenn the Labour Governmcnt
of the United Kingdom and Thakin Nu cli.ue in Burma, our country is
obliged, when needed to afford assistance to British troops "bringing
help and supnort to Burma™ or "to any part of the Comwonwclath". Burma
would be obligzd to opcn up her posts and airrields:.. ‘

Not oqu that, but a British milit.ry Mission is stationed
in Rangoon. : '
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Then we have the USA agonts,working under the guise of Zco-
nomic and Technicel Aid Commission and other I-don't-knowswhats,
carrying on subvorsive activitiss., planning how to launch an
attack on Pcople's China through our country. ’

Mr Chairmen, allow me to 1nform the youth and students, our
brothers and SlSuGTS of China, that thesc are mersly the »lans
of the warmongers and a handful of traitors. From this place I
promise on behalf of the fishting youth and students of Burma that ve
shall allow no such criminal acts. They will be able to use Burma
as an effective base to attakec our Chinesec brothers, only at the
time when the last Burmese patriot has fallen, only whcn the last
dro» of our blood has been shed. ¥a stand together with our- Chlnuse
brothers, hand in hand. - forever.-

So long 2s there is a gov'rnm nt Wnlch ‘Tepresents colonialism,
the desires of tho Burmese youth and students for progress and peace

will always be facad with obstdol

I only we had been’free¢ many youths of Burma would hava
followed the cxample of our Chinese brotiers to defend Xorea when
the Amcrican invasion began. Bubt instedd, the puporet government.
hodded approval to MacArthur. Therc was a strong protest against :
this gross criminal action, and the Government was unable to s=nd any,v
material help to the aggressors. And we¢ continusd our stmuggls
against this move militarily, politically as well as organisationally,
that the traiters became thoroughly exposcd, and even ths government
pa:ty s»lit up into three parts. Completely thrown frantic, the :
traitors arc now using demagogic tricks to gather their forces by
pretending to change sides und again opposing ths USA in the UNO.

But the »ncople of Burma understand thoir stunts too well to be
trlckcd again. . AR " rig

Mr. Chairman, may I inform our Lorean brothers that we pledge
we shall not waste unnecessary moments in overthrowing the
traitors of our country so that Burma can be transformed into
a groat feorce for »eace standing side by side with them. “¢ wish

-pur Korcan brothers to remember always while thoy are crushing the .

forces of foreign intervention in their country. we, their Burmasese
borthers are also doing our bit in SE Asia. ‘

Y'¢ arz also f cing foreign 1ntprVﬁntlon in our country. AS
the peopnloes achinved success after succcess the agents of foreign
capitalists havc rushad to the aid of the govnrnmfnt of Burma,
First on the spot was the Government of tho Ynited “1ngdom. Sinca
the outbreak of the Peonle s armud kevolt they had becn giving eid
to tho puppet <overnment. In 1949, 4 naval vesczels, 15 9xford planes,
25 pounder guns and meny other Qrms and ammunltlons werc given
by th=m to usec against the peovle.

Not only Britain but also the governments.of India, Pakistan
and Ceylon are¢ opunly interfuring in the intcernal affairs of our
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country. After the British Dominion Prime #inister's Confcr:znce
-hcld in Colombo, Governments of thc United Kingdom, India, Pakistan
and Caylon rondered 6,000,000 pounds worth of ~rms to the Burmcsa
Government. By this act the governments of those countrics show
that they serve th: cause of the monopolists and landowners. Not
only this but according to re.orts issucd from the liberated areas,
as early as in 1949, thc Nohru Government ad given 3000 Gurkha

and Luwhai troops to Thakin Nu to usc th m in the fis ht against

thc pconla,

When such statce of affairs axist in a certain land, ¥all
Strect's prescnce could naturally be expocted. It has been known
for a time that thc US Government was holping the Burmesc -joveornment
secretly: but last ycar, they camc out boldly into tho open and
transported 11,000,000 dollars worth of arms and ammunitions to the
country. Thus the pboulu of Burma are now in tho thick of &' ¢
strugglc net only against national rwactlon but also against
forcign intbrvention. .

"Ha<ing re nortud some of the misdueds of tho govvrnmbnts of
"these countrles I would like to extend my hand of fricndship to-
the students of USA, Great Britain (or, if you prefer, Englangd,

_ Scotland, "ales and North Irecland) India, rakistan and Ceylon, I
would like to caution thcm not to let thair hands be stained by |

. -our Burmese students' blood -- but to raise the demand to their

resnoctive governments -- "Hands off Burmal Freedom to all colo-
nies and Semi-Colonizl countries!™
. 4
Yes, we need splrlt of sotidarity and lovb for un’ty at a
tlme'when war~mongers are 1ld‘x1ng to launch another war.

Taks the rearmament of Janan--important to East Asia in parti-
cular and the world in general, My intervention, I am sorry, is ,
going a bit longer, so I will not tell you how much we had suffered
.-.mes* of you know...I wauld like to rocall just one 1nstance.

You have heard5;about the death railway or the Burma-Thailand
Lincs. This was constructed by the Fascists emsloying tha labour
of the Allied »risoners of war and native labour conscripts. People
werc dragged away by force, herded into trains and sent to the
Thai border jugles infusted with tigers and maleria. People diod
‘1like flies thers, malaria, of bullets, of hunger, of namcle
diseocses. Some ccllapsed on the march. Thay were tbﬁown into dltches.
Somz werc carriasd-: awsy by tigers. Somc "disappearosd”. »

Hundreds of war prisoners from Zurope died. So did 50,000
(estimate: no actual fi:ures wer: rcecorded) Burmese,Chinese,
8iamrss and balays. Herc the blood of the British, Australian and
Dutch victims of Fdscism dropped on the Burmcse 5011 mlxin§ with
that of ours. Thon shall we allow that Fascism to rise again
Weo declare "Naveri{™ and I am sure, that the relations of those
dead; from Britain, Austrnllz, Holland, Siam and ialay ngree

“with us, too.

et
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Similarly we opposc the rcarmani:nt of Germany to assurs the
widor in Francc, the orphan in Italy =2nd the wmot.crs of Zoyas that
Peczace shall Vz2n.uish Var, V¢ deman? the nceting of the 5 grouat
powers to concludc a Peace Pact.

“e, in Burmi, 0)posc the colonial wars.in Viet-N-m ani .:alaya,
demend that inveders.wibhdraw thoeir troops from Xorca anl Taiwan.
Ve denounce the Fascist rule in Siam, we wish all br1111 nt
successes to our brotiers in Phlllbolnos and Indnnecsiz.

I would likc thd non-Asian fellow'purtidpgnts in this
meeting to tell their poonle at home that * e in Asia are united .
in this great struggle for frcciom.and 3'*cc, and th:t we dosire
friendship with all puoplus of the worli, (of coursec without
Economic 2nd Technical Aid agre ants}

Dear wr. frcsldont and “cmbcrs of th,~,x cutive Commit%e'
I have, on beh2lf of my organisation, ux)reSS¢” our visws regarding
the studunt role in National Libaration Strugg es, .I would also liks-
to add that the report presented by Mr. Grohmrn nas g*vvn me 3dded _
strength, stronger hopes 2nd invinciblce confiédénco. T S

_ We are aware -that certain ye¥raons are tr yLQg uO disrupt the
students® untiy by introducing £id schemes ani 3zy1ng to sat up
a perallel Internaztional Union of Studonts. I am Sorry + cannot
spuak beautiful lengdage but I want to make things . clszar. e
weres once looked Upon as slsves. Now at the prisent movoument,
2id sch mes, which fransforms us 1dt3 beggars of anothe* typc.
do not suit LS at all, .

A bird in the hand 15‘woruh two in the bush. But soms auople
ars edventurous cnough to rcleasc the bird in hand and go for the
otacr two in th: bush. Zvan such an adv nturous p.rson will nst
lenave tha IUS and go for thc new organisation soac pcodle arc
endcavouring to build up, beecsuse evcen in the way it is decorated,
the bush does not have two birds in it -~ No, not v~1 onel The
bush is just full of poisonous thorns. "~“e believe in the IUS.

We have faith in the Internationanl Studont Reliof, BV use thesc
are the org:nisztions of which we are part. Bccausc these are the
organisations which help us without hurting our dignity.

In conclusion, wsr. President =2nd fricads, I would like
to urge you to carry on untiringly tho task of uniting dbroader
masses of the studonts under the banncr of the IUS and to continue
your honour:ble active supnort to the stuicents in coloni-l and
depeondent countrics more thon cver. I would like to place spoci-=l
stress on this suggestion that regionul confoercnces of Students in
Colonizsl and Du»=ndunt countries be convencd by you -- es ceizlly
for thoss of Gast sasia. This wwould giv. mcre contact ~nd duild
stronger coopsrations betwecn one anotigr; -this coculd constitute o
united force against th ¢ remiliterisa {bn of J2 =n.and work for

» Yorld feace as & whole. Vie have had rar« opp ortunitice +o.meet with '

onc another and I hopc, if wo meet. 2% Hhis time when the situation
in the Tost ic ».zoming tense suclk © ennfaroncs wolld constitute a
great de=al tov-rds Students’ Tnity, Net: <onal Tnden- ndrnce 2nd “orld
Pzace. ‘ ‘

T.ong live the Internstional Union of ‘Stud:znts.
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