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GOVERONR SPELLMAN AND DR SHIN'S
TRIP TO KOREA AND JAPAN

Clear Sky Atter Snow, 1960 Pak Seung-moo, Shimhyang (1893-1980)
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COVERNOR SPEI,.LMAN AND DR. SHIN'S
TRIP TO KOREA AND JAPAN

Governor and Mrs. Spellman of the State
of Washington led an historic trade mission
"to Korea and Japan between September 26 and |
October 10, 1983. By special invitation
from the governor, Dr. Paull H. Shin,
president of the Seattle Washington State
Korean Association, representing the Korean
community, and Dr. John Ishi, president of
St. Martin's College, representing the
Japanese community, accompanied Governor
Spellman. The mission group consisted of
about thirty dignatories both from public
and private sectors within the State.

The three day itinerary in Korea began by visiting President Chun Doo Hwan
at the Blue House. Governor Spellman, Dr. Shin and Mr. Richard Walker,
the U.S. Ambassador to Korea, were invited by the president for a talk
which lasted well over forty-five minutes. The conversation ranged from
the downing of the Korean Airline 007, trade between Korea and Washington
State to Koreans in America, to future relations between Korea: and
Washington State. Other functions of the mission included a visit to
Panmunjom and the demilitaried zone which divides North and South Korea,

a briefing with Ambassador Walker, a meeting with the 8th U.S. Army
Commanding General, visit with the Minister of Commerce and Industry,

the Minister of Foreign Affairs, the Korean Airlines, KOTRA, attendance at
the ASTA World Congress held in Seoul and visits with various high ranking
business and trade establishments. The mission members were also inundated
with receptions and banquets such as the one given by the University of
Washington Alumni Association, the banquet sponsored by the Washington
State business people in Korea, the one given by KOTRA, and also a
splendid banquet given by the Korean Airlines for ASTA participants.
Governor Spellman also reciprocated by inviting both Korean government
officials and business leaders to a banquest held at the Choson Hotel.

During the stay in Korea, Dr. Shin played an important role in interpreting,
preparing for and escorting the governor's party to all the functions as well
as helping each one of the mission members to have a most pleasant stay in
Korea. Inspite of the tight schedule, Dr. Shin was able to show the mission
members several highlights of the Seoul area such as Kyongbook Palace,

Duksoo Palace, the National Assembly and naturally some shopping areas

such as Southgate Market and Itaewon Shopping Center. Many admired quality
of Korean goods and inexpensive prices. On the whole, the stay in Korea

was an outstanding success and everyone including the governor complained
that their stay in Korea was just not long enough.

The visit to Japan bagan with the celebration of the twentieth year
anniversary of sistership relations between Washington State and Hyogo
Prefecturce hosted by Governor M. Sakai in Kobe. Other activities in Japan

A R
26

included visits with the Governor of Kyoto Prefecture and Tokyo Municipal
officials as well as visits to Matsushida Electric Company, Kawasaki
Plant and numerous public and private business and trading establishments.
One of the highlights of the Tokyo visit was a reception given by
Ambassador Mike Mansefield, the United States ambassador to Japan.
Naturally, the trip to Japan was not complete without various receptions,
banquests as well as sightseeing and shopping trips for the mission

members.

As a professor of history and having lived in Japan for three

years, Dr. Shin served as an unofficial interpreter and guide to many
mission members in their activities.

Governor.Spellman's trade mission to Korea and Japan was an overwhelming
success in terms of promoting better relations between Washington State

and its Asian neighbors.

This was an excellent opportunity for the mission

members who are very influential governmental and business leaders within
the State of Washington to see and compare Korea and Japan in terms of
problems and potential for future development. Understandably, most of the
members knew and recognized Japan as an industrial and technological giant.
For most of the mission members, this was their first trip to Korea and
many still carried a sterotype image of a war-torn country with little

economic development.

A few days in Korea completely changed their image

to that of a positive, dynamic and modern nation. All the mission members
expressed their surprise to find Korea transformed from an underdeveloped
country into a dynamic, energetic and industrial nation. Having witnessed
the D.M.Z. most members expressed concern for the realism of the military
threat from the north recognized the "profound need for a strong defense
alliance against the communist threat." Also, most of the members recognized
Korea a "strong defense partner" and a "trade partner” with the United

States.

All the mission members returned home with a new and better impression

of Korea characterizing as one of the mission members called, "a beautiful,
dynamic, and a miricle making nation, and the people, friendly, warm,
hard-working and above all compatible vis-a-vis their relations with the
rest of the free world."
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SEATTLE- WASHINGTON STATE
KOREAN ASSOCIATION

2611-125th Stret Street N. E,
SEATTLE, WA 98125

P, O, BOX "24992
SEATTLE., WA 98124

TEL: (206) 362-4500
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(1 DAYS A WEEK)

| ORIENTAL B.B.Q CEKTER |

3828 186thSt.SW.
Lyaawood W s.98036

B771-31760
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éﬁ DAVID A. EKLAND M,D.
‘C"RTI FIED-AMER1CAN BOARD;
OF PLASTIC SURGERY! cﬁ
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126 AUBURN AVE, AUBURN.WA
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623-4181-3
2809 4th Ave. Seattle
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YOUNG ME RESTAURANT
623-3112

7 DAYS A WEEK 11:00 AM 2:00 AM

SEATTLE-WASHINGTON STATE

KOREAN ASSOCIATION

P.O Bnx 24992 ¢ Seattle, WA 98124
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