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- Ona hot summer pight, t ¢ tenants complam about the heat as Henry, .
 the janiitor, goes. about his chores. 'Complaints turn to’ gossip about -
LMrs Maurrant, having an affair with Sankey, - the ‘milk.: collector.. .

- Buchanan, _an. expectant’. father, arrives-'and laments - the strains. of '

. Tatherhood. . After Mr. Maurrant remms home, Mrs. Maurrant. reveals

“her longing for happinéss -and belief in a better- life. " Free ice cream -’

" cones from L:ppo, the ;ltahan tenant,'spark a splrlted salufe to the joys ...

--of the- ice-cream parlour Theén’ a group. of young girls come-home . ' -

- from’ graduation, and after some celebtatory dancing, all retire exceph~ '

o '«* .Sam Kaplan, a young law student who'lives in thie building. He sings -
of His lonelifiess’ before he;.top, goes to bed. Mirs. Maurrant s dangh-x .

-"ter Rose enters with her bOSS Harry Easter, who tries to convince her to -

*.become his mistress. 'Shie. rejects, hifn,. prefering to wait fot real love: "=: -
“After a drunken, high-spirited song and dance by-Mae Jones and Dick, . ¢
M¢Gann,:Sam cornes’ back outside ; and‘ he and Rebe sharesthelr hopes o
andfears for. the future,, ©. o U R L
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" The nex;t mormng, as the nelghborhood comes to lrfe, the krds st’agf K
_the day playing stréet gaines.-Mr. and Mrs. Maurrant qnarrel bitterly . -
. béfore he leaves for "wotk. Ro;;e and Sam’ dréam of rinning ‘away
,together, until Harry Easter arrives to accompany ‘Rose’ to a funeral:
Sankey appears and Mrs. “Magriant invites him® Aup-to the’ apartment
““saying she must'speak with him. Mr. Maurrant: returng urrexpectedly
-.and epcounters the lovers. Shots are heard, -and. Matrgant runs- out of
© the house, having killed: Saiikey .and- fatally, wour;ded his wife. Rose’  : .-
returns as the ambulance grrives. " While. the crowd expresses Ats. shock,» A
Mrs. Maurrant is cartied out and the ambulance leaves.” Several hours .* . -
fater, two nursemaids stop, stdr¢ and comment until chased” away by-a* |’
" policeman. Sard and his sister Shlrley comfort Rose, who has returned:
from' the. hosprtal More shots ring" out: Maurrant -has-begn .caught. -
As heis led i in by ‘the’police, he' tries to explain- to Rose how he loved.
" his wifé but-was driven.mad by all the talk and the thought of losing o '
: her.  The crowd disperses and Rose and Sam’are Jeft alone 1o face the. ~ .~
- fact that everything has changed Rose has deended to go away alone, - - -
- .Jeaving- Sarh hearbroken. As evenmg settles in; the gossrp and com- -
plamls“begm all over agam BRI :
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