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To ~xamlne the probl.~. confronting thi.
y.ar'. fr••hm.n cIa•• , •• h.ld a discussIon .Ith
s nU~b.r of fr.shman. It .....d that the probl.~.

brousht up .t this di.cu••ion ••r ••i_ilar to the
probl.... facld by fr ••l\III.n .ach )'Rar. A. fr .. lu!le::

th.y ha". to face dra.tic cl'lanC•• in thei.. school
.n"iro_lnt. Af"r lITaduatinc fro. hiVl .chool
wh.r. th.r. w.r. cl••••• of only about )0-40
.tud.nts lind where th.y ••r ••bls to ..int&in
clo.s personal relation.hips with clas.~t•• and
teacher., they .udd.nly find. th.m.elve. in cl•••• ­
that hav. ae aany as 700 .tud.nta, thereby m.ki~,

clo.e tl.a .lth prof••aor. al~ost impossitl ••
Alao, th.y have to adapt to the fa.t pace of
coll.~e wh.r. individual di.cipline i. nece•••ry •
Often, th••• proble~. tog.th.r mate the~ f ••l lost
Aa a Kor.an freahman, on. can feel even more loat.

A=ont the bi~Ee.t probl.....aised by tha
fr.ahman .er.. .) the probl.. of fettln~ to kno~

oth... KOreL., .tud.nts. bl lack of knowledl'e .bout
colls«e. cl lack of croup .cti"itie. Ivallabls to

"'p-
The problell of ,.ttinfi to know other Korel:':

.tudlnts lao riret of all, aarlJ incollJV students
do not know other Kore.n. bI<:ause th.y lisply
hava not been .xpo.ad to th... Th.y aitht have
<:o.e fro. a hlp> a<:hool wh.r. th.y were the only
Koreane lind Where th.y •••o<:iat.d only with
Korean.. Such. p.r.on say <:oms to the Univ.raity
.ithout knowing how to go .bout me.ting oth.r
Kor••n .tud.nts. S.condly, th.re are VlriOUI p••r- - ~- ----
groupl, and ••• fr.shman it i. diffi<:ult to ba·
<:om•• p.rt of a group. Thl. may b. due to shyne.,
and ••It·prid. on both .id... Thirdly. th.r. i.
I gap bltw••n r.<:ently arriv.d .tudent. and thoa.
Who hI". ba.n in the <:ountry for a .,hUe. !'!le.e
two P-OUpi ha". probl... in co....nic:.U"l!' •••ell
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as In differences of Ides8. Whlh tills may not

have ba." Buch • big problem batore, 1 t BeemB
that a'll the "ember of !Corean students railled ano:!

educated here increaasa alont wIth the nUIDber of

88cond and third ger'utlon Koreans, this problem
..111 become us.ter. Por instance, there are e
few aecond generation Korean students attendin£
the Univerll1ty this year and it h difncult tor
the.. to Basoclate with other Koreana. A great
Il.IIlDunl of errort by both aides is needed in order
to understano:! and accept the other.

Th••econd proble. they brourht up _II their
lack of kno_lsdga about coll.lta. Add. CroB the

problem of choosIng a aajor. they rece the probl~

or not havin« enough In!oreation even it they
have alr..dy 0:18,,10:1" on 8 ..jor. AI thourh there

are various depar~.n~ advisors and coun.elora

avaibble to •••1st th.III, th.y te.l it is in·
.d~qu.t.. And becau.e ot to~l at.o.ph~re. aL~

tre.~en are reluctant to ~o to coun••lin« ottice~

bny tre."-.n .:o;pr••••d • desire tor. aore per­
sonal .uldanc. tros up~rcl•••••n. It •••IIIS that

they want _re Intorca.l •••htane.. Th~y WL"lt
advlce and Inforaatlon tros up~rel•••s.n who
h.ve the experience and tha knowled&e about the
Held they are inter..ted in throulh infoT'llal

diacussion.. ~. r ••l that thia i. a v~ry rood
and a workable .u!'I!•• tion. Th. Koraan Students
A.soci.tion (KSA) can .... it po••ible by pTo­
vidin, opportuni tie. where rres"-en and th~ upper­

clalllllllen can ,..t tor.ther.
The third problall ral ••d w.. the lack or

fTO'l:' <:.ctivities avdlable to the... Bein! a part
of a minorlty group, "","y Koraan .tud.nt.....

reluctant to join many or&anhation. Md activity
groups on campua. So it is natur.l for them to
expect KSA to lIIe.t their needa. A few of them
mentioned a desire to create varioua types or
cluba such 8S fiahin, Ilroup, musical croup, sports
club, etc. Some of the t.male students voic.d
discontent with not havin& activiti.a availabl.
to thelll. Thera doesn't s.am to ba any clear mea­
sures that can b. talc en to solve thea. problems.
However. we feel that it can be done on an lndl·
vldusl baals where those .tudenU wi th COllllllOn
Intereats can COl"e to,.ther. With such group
actlvltiea available, ne'" Incolllin& students would
have more opportunities to ,et acquainted with

other students.

6

The probleme rdll,d here do not necessarily

reflect all the problem. raced by the fresMen.
It ia unfortunate that .e didn't have enou~h tim.
snd enerl")' to t.lk with more .tudents. ~ut w.

bell eve, by talkl:'l& ."i th th..e students and

throu~h our own past experience•• that these
proble",s ar. real and ara problelllll that don't have
any clear-cut solution.. Our ho~ i. that through
this article, more paoph will co",. to be aware ot
the proble•• and take po.i tive st.ps to ease the

problellls taced by rresh:l.n.

,
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-5000 Yeo.t'S of
Korec:vn Art --­

( ... ptr:S<'ll.i "ft"-~)
... H,... ""/iStYI'I~"

Korea, by virtue or her r;ao-pI\)'deo-polltleal
orlen"-tlon vi.·.·vi. her two eloa.at nalrhbora.
ha. tradl1.ionally been ....l~.d ttl. rola of bridte

for the trans.ledon of the venerable culture of
-'oil!' brother- China to her SOiled... pupil. ao••_

Ue••aster Japan --a role play" duUr",Uy if not
alway. happily by Korea ov"r • ~rlod of n.arly
2,000 yeare. By the Same token, and the .~. OVal'
dlOpUaUc interpretation of the obvlous re'latlon­
shlps betw••n the three countri ••• Kor,....a. a180
cast by ....st.rn observers 8. the shvhh 1nh_r1 tor
and cons.rvator of Chinese culture. cuetome and
tradi tiona--. view which perdated allilost intact
W'ltll .111 .rter the end of World \liar II.

AlUlo ...t"h traditional Korean hhtory 'oscine with

the birth of Tan'gun. the .,.tholcllie&! rounder of

ClIo.on, In 2))) B.C., the !int. r.eord~ hhtory
t.o -.nt.ion the eount.ry of Kor.a do•••0 in eonnee­
tion .1 th Chin.'. invesion and oc:eupation of the
nort.h.m wrTl tory of Choson e.. 200 8.C., thu.
init.18t.1o"l. 10"1 hhtoq of ell1wral and poHt.1­
eal nehal'll. wtlieh eont.lnues up to th. pr••ent day.

Rac.ntly. while tourtTl« th. lar"est. .xhlbit.1on of
Korean art. <lV<lr .een out..slde Kor••• currll'lltly On
vh••t. th. S<latU<l Art. J(us.u.m. I found -.ysdf
taUT\f" note not ....uch of th. oft..n ci t.~ ....d
••11 document.ed Instances of trans.hs1on or cross·

mi ..... t.1on of form. st.yle and contmt. In the art.
of the thr•• countries. but earl of t.hos. pieces
which .aem.d t.o me t.o reflect featuree. etyles Or
tham.. 10011. perd.tently and fund....nt.ally Korean
in thair exprenion, Some of t.he.. are mentIoned
In t.ha paragraphs Which follow.

C.rt.alr.ly ol'tof the most torc.fully Kor.an places
of the ant.lra ahow 111 the "Crown with Pandant.."

(Hat. "0, 121. 1'.~a fro••hut-cold snd jade
s.,d a.cdbed to th. Old Sl11a period. ca. 5th
cantury 10.0. Unearthed in 1914 fro. the ~orth

:round of the royal tomb at Hwancna•• Kyon,ju in

15

In Kyon~sanC Putto. aeeording to c.talol inforaa_
tion. ita ••alp dhplay••huaniatle eharachr­
I.tic••1.Uar to tho•• found In the north.rn
contin.... t. 1 .•. t'l'o. the .... Slb.rian!'tui'\.....lc
area now favor~ by Hn!Uht.. as tha probable
proto-sourc. of the IIOdern Kor ..... lanp8l'" It
la the lar"••t and east ornat.e ot the fiva ,old
crown. dlscovared in the Kyongju ar.a. It 1••
_reov.r. a crown·t.ypa not fovr:d In Chinal It. lI'
uniquely Kor.an.

One of th. axhlblt.'s JOOst popular .how·pllc.s. th.
Vesael In Sh.p. of WarTior on Hor.aback" (Hate
nO. "5), allO dat.. to Old Silla and <:0." from
Kyongju'. Goldei'\ Bill Tomb, where 11. wa••xeavxtaC
In 19Z4. Although compsrable continental vauds
are t.o be found, her. 11. 1. tha strongly humorous
handlin, of t.h. fac.a of both horse and rider.

c1 tid In the catalog u one ot the "baalc tni ts
of t.he Korean srtiatic approach". which marlls It
ss a unlqusly Kor.an production.

Wovin~ to tha Thr.e KIngdom. period of tha early
7th cantury A.D" a large ·Saatld MaUrey." In
lI~itation (Plet. nO, 76), worked in gUt. bronn.
18 .ignl!iean.t in ....eral way.. not only doa. it
nellpHfy and provide excellent. docu..ntatlon for
the pas.aga of tha rounded. n.turalistic sculpture
of China'. 1I'0rth.rn eh'l dynasty .tyle of the d~­

6th ell'lltuq to Kor••• it 18 cradi tid by .cholan
as Ona of th. finest Euddhist sculpturas In East
Aslal and !inally-. it. exerched .t.ron( Itylhtie
Intlu...ea on Buddhht. .culpt.ura in J.pan durl!lt'
this period ··110.1. notably in Chugujl ~:unr:ary at
Nara and In tha f.-us -Kudara Kwannon· at. Horyuji
and in ••id. variety of ••at.ed and .t.a.·.,H......
figure., large and • .III8l1, carved In wood or cast
in ~et.al, but mo.t of all po.s.eslng readl1y dis·
carnabl. styllst.ie charact.eristlcs of a w.ll­

defined Kor.an-Pa.tj. type,

Tha Koryo period (918-1)92) producsd Isvlral wide­
ly diverg.nt works exprlsslve of continually
<llVolvln/!" dl.tinctlvely Korean charsct.rllttes,
the 10th cantury ca.t·lron "He.d of s !luddha" fro",
the Nat.lonal Mu.eum (Plate no. 104). while sekno~­

l.dglng obviously Chlnes. tralt.s in style ....d torC
18 Ilarked ind.lllbly .. Korean by 11.1 ...... tly
..lIIillng, hUIIIM countenanc. and by the .culptor·s
Introduction of Id.... Ufiable Korean athnlc taatl.tre
In the handline ot Cheat., eyas and _uUl, the
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Hahoe villa,. wMasks of Yangban and Plinew (Platu
no. 161-2). aa well aa the other nina charactera

of the eleven basic character types included ln
the Kahoe carved wooden "I.I< llenr•• ahow aUlled
use of Ko..ean cODedic. natu..aliatic t ..aita uaed too

advan~e in aatirical phys aiaed st u,baraslint;
nobility, scholars. monk. or othe..s of the p..ivi­
leged clsss to the advantage of the cOllUllon man -­
a atyla or drama possibly anticipating or in!lu­
encint;, but c.rtainly paralleUng si.llar developw
aent. ln the !'loh Kyoll:.n playe or JSpa."l1 and,

finally. the naturaUatic evolution of atyle and
handling ellemplified by a proU..sive 1001< at the
work of Killl 1'uk-sin (1754-1822). plate 245, Sin
Yun-Bok (born 1758 A.D,), plates 2)0 b. c and d,

Pyon. SL>tg_byoll: (18th century), plate 197, pro­
Ue.eion f'r'oa traditional court p.inter1y/
literLtti etyl.. to diaUnct!valy indlvidual
Korean llenre etyln d.pictins the joy. and triale
of the everyday Korean lite of their rllpective

senerat1ons.

My own lni tl-.J. eppr.clatlon and etudy •• it euch
it can be falled·· of Korean art bfoj!;W1 f'al tltrint"ly
1.n the aid·)O·e, 1.n tandell .ith ay bltrinni"4!' study
of' Japanese 1&n«Uae:' and culture. ~ "bibl." f'or
thh p.lrPOse ... Andrea. Eckhardt's landlll8rl< work

Geschichte dec Koreanischen Kun't. publiahed in
&lgll.lh t ..analation #in 1929 ··then. and untU the

aid-SO' a. virtually tha only worl< of any aco~

dealing at anY dapth .ith the eubject of Korean
art. Returning too the Univeraity an.r W",(J1, J
Gi.cov.red .i th con.U.rabl. plea.ur. that the
Japan.n lanll\lag. could be uuG for pu..poau oth.r
than badgeriTlii inf'orlllation froa prisoner. of war •
..econetructlng table. of' orll:anhat1on and the
other requisites of .Uitary intalligenc. worl<.
I r.ad _at of the .ajor p.tbllcationa of Japa....ae
archeololliat. and art hl.ltoOrian. available in the
then-Far Eaet.rn Library. updatiT\ll my cove..a,. of
exhtinll publication. On Kor.an art to about the
year 19119, lIleanwhih beginning to BtUGy the Korean
langul.le. Th. work. of Ko..ean arch.oloSical and
art hi.tory ....earcher•• .rno w.r. fo...erly rel.­
,ated to "ubordinate po.t tion. under the Japa..,.ae,

U.dually b.gan to app.ar in the late SO'. and
throullhout the 196o'e, untU the field 1. bl....d
wi th the fruit of the hOOTS and ,cholar.hip of .
both olGer and ne. g.n.rstiona of Kor.an art
.cholara. Although .0•• few. a. well •• occa.tonal
article., have b.en tran.lated into En£ii.h, it 1.
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fruBtrating to discover that my Kor.an hu slipped
to the point that J can no 10ng.r .asUy r.ad in

such technical nelds. and J have purcha••d SO".
of the recent key ti tlsa and add.d them to my
wr.ti....ent r ..dint;" backloll. tot:.ther wi th the
dete.-.1nation to brush up ay Kor.an languBKe once
1Il0re. The pre8llnt exhibit has amply dellonstratsel
that this effort wUl b. aore than worthwhile.

The fir.t entry ln the sxh1bltion c.talol: --an
earthenware "Jar" (Plate no.l)-- dates froll the
"collbed ceraaic· cultur. of' Ca. ),000 B.C. 'nile.

al though follo••d by • ltap of 110•• 2 .~O years

befor. the second entry elated 1500·)00 B.C .•
appar.ntly jUlltifies the "5.000 ysar" span ex­
pressed in the smibition title. Ar.d slY.n the
.ver-lncr.as1nll' pace of' areheoiollical .xploration,
art hlatory .....arch and p.tb1icat!on by Korean
and ••atern scholars in r.c.nt ,......--ao.t ell­
p.ciaUy the 19:'4 discovery of the Sokchang-ni
site in South Ch'ungch'ong province whICh carbon·
date" to the year 29,000 B.C.-- the .or1d lIlaY

ultiaately anticipat. at .olle future date an
exhibition proudly entitled. #)0.000 T.ar. of
korean Artw•

::=...-­::-0.. '
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.j.~ ~-eI'1 Pt1nee.~ PL.T .t'lc1
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.!! .,j- \J" t Iii\! V'1 ~"",)90n cnterion. ~ '1"1 t.I­
'1>1 .!.I'd'" ;!.o,'l! 0pJ.!! t.'f-'-It! t,i't- 'II
·I.l/~ "I. '1.1. "' 2 ~ l- .. t,ct·l!. "t't.

If· -
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'IV.!! ~~ ".J* ';}~'J-~ 'Je- 1e\J"
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"I"' oj'i"" '~·I\l.t, altl -.12 \Itt. °1
-fdrticle .sifYlU Iat.kJn,..!.l ~ V! "II V "lI \I. ~ Ai
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-l~ 101''' or.HH!·1 it 1 ~ >,I'L .

0t.z 'i!~\!' "''i'i~ lJ·J\!' t!,..,. ~~.!-1 °1
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\I·I'l.!' et"l'I~ ·J>It.i" 'It °1 \1'1 tit·t', U"I~ -l
t- ft t!" ., -\1-"1 ':I! t! ., .J ttl·, J. .. '1. °l·.j t os. ft'l
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(_ - .... ~ 'kt- "'~)

• VeronIca Chan.g ~

It ....n·t eaay le&rninl!' to aeeept the fact
that I ..a. a lIil'lorlty in a plaee of majority. !

disliked bein,o: -1111'1l1;hd out- beeau.. of my 'I:'.an

slanted eyes and blaek hall' insteael of th.., bill blue
eyu and blond hair. I remember the desire of
..anting to be accepted .a ..... Ameriean so much that

I waa ..11l1n,,: to for"at the past to try to be
-Am.rleani~ad.-

Th. envlronaent in whieh I 11 ved =.ade it very
a••y for .e to be -A:o.rieanl~ad.- I ..ent to a

small private schaal ""er. the 99' of the studenU
wer. Caucasiana and worked after .ehool a~d on
wuk-enda. At hallie. m,y brothera and I spoke :::n.-
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the tlde ha. turned I

AIOlost tan years afl'o, I atrUIl&led to spsak

£n""Ush and the 11 ttl. that I spoke waa ao full of

Kor.an ace ant that it waa hard for the natlv,a to

comprehend, NoW, ten yaara later. J have to r.·

l.a.... the native l~a&e that I .0 eaally thre"

a"')', It waa uncoll1"ortabl. try11lE to .peak a

lan",a,e that I hav... · t apoten for couple of y,ara

at firat. but when I ..d. an atte.pt and my Juat

baint around Koreana and hearln, the. apeak Korean

wsa a bir. help In Illy rdaarning to aput a"d enjoy
my natlve lan",a,e,

I dldn't re"et the years that r trled to ba

"Aaadcaniud:. but 1 did reETet lII,)' forSattl!lf' II)'

natlve lancu"" It' ••ad when I .a. tha youns.r

,aneration 10d/lf: L"'l lnterest ln thair ori,;in to
ba "A:o.erlcanhad.,- SOIled&)', thaY'1l re8l'et that

they lost thair identl ty and. Ay not know how to

find it.
•

H.

Ihh or not at all, Then,I thought that I coul~

never for'et my native l~ncuaee even lr I didn't

exereise it but I was ~o"'! beeaua. J did forl!:at

. .
It _. l"t fall wh.n r entered Unlversity of

Wuhi!'U!to.... J real lied the depth of -.y abuse L"'ld

....'leet of ~ hoaelL"'l~ ,x~el.11y the la~~ae~'

I've al_y. been ashased that my Caueaalan rrle"'lda

woul~ rldieul. the euatoEa L"'ld cultur.a of my

hOl:da."'ld ao J hid it frolll the"'. I fel tel:barrau_

lIle... t a ... d aha~e l~st fall, for having hldden aOl:e­

thin¥ that I shoutd've baen proud of for so IonS
that I had torsotten It.

The Kor.an atudent. who. I lIlet -ade an atte.,pt

to convera, In KOreL"'l. at flrat. but whe~ T could

not co,.prehend fully • .au turned to En!'Ush for

hotlp. It _a "barra.. in, and fruatraU"f' to find

out that the lan""Sl':' that aounded ao fUlUiar h"
tu....ed into a ford", lan",..,.e, It's ironiC how

~ 'lAllU"t
,+.-+++
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• 11~~ 'lMt" •

It "as only a short whU. ago that I w.nt
back to korea tor the !1rst tim. and exp.ri.ne.d

the most tueinsting tim. ot lIlY li!e. I!el t ..

it I ".re coin, back ho....
Th. trsdi tional stories concerning Korea and

1ts p.opl •• and ref'l.ctlon. troa oth.r korsans

provld.d a. wl th s broad ••n•• ot .hat kor.a was
liks. w.t 1 really h-" no id.a ot ""'at to expect.
I had baen told storiea ot country people and
th.lr hardaMpa and ot ei t)' people and thdr ad­
VL",,_t•• n.verth.l•••• I _. not to r.all ••

untU 1 cot there how ••aninctul this jolll'n."

would turn Ollt to ba.
.... I arrived at Killpo airport, just in,;

th• ..",. floC•• of th. cath.rad koreans d•••
reel as it "I were back at hOlls." I could hudl,.

b.liev. that thia tranquil -Land of !torninc Calm",
which 1 had read abollt in hietoric textl:ooks, had
trL.,arorm.d into an induatrious Seoul of today.
but hire I was challeng.d with tha task ot inta­
gratinll: ."d feeling accapted by tellow Kor.ans.

So... of the konans I m.t regardad m. wi th

a quluical expression. ort.n wondlr1ne to th.a·
sl1vlts. ".mat klnd of korean can·t speak Korlan?

.that klnd of' korean can apeak perfect ~dI.h?"

Irrl tatad _1 th this aablvalltJlt atti t\ld•• 1 _1I1d

retort. "Thlt Und of Korean who Ifllnta to lea.rn
tha lancuqe and 1t. CUltoaa and whoa you ahould
help in thltir e!torte." So.a could undltratand
"1 pradlcament but othan. _Inly I1darly people,
~ollnd it hud to i....,ln. a kor.an who couldn': t

Coine back to Kor.a waa like going throu,h
a rtvltUhation. Frh;ndl and falllily earn.. tly
tried to ahow me the b.-... tlful landscapea at

,
korea and teach m. h.r languag•• and even strang.r
showltd thltir int.relt in mI. My relativ.s. It...

pltclally. eoa. of' who. 1''1. nav.r ...et befor••
• al"lrly tried to crltah :I comfortabllt and hOlllY
atmoapher. tor a.. Sp.cial lunChes and outi~s

were planned. illnd stort,1 ot '"Y tath.r·a child­
hood w.r. told. ~ unci. ln particulu, _d. a
Jierson-.I effort to lnfor'll .1 ot '"Y t,..11y ane.. try

- 2!>-

but it _a the eoabined warath and afhbil1t)' or
thl -..rIJ' Koreana I aet that _d. it Iven a acrl
r.vlrad Illperlence.

!'tis bteinnlnc or '"Y trip evidently t\lmed
Ollt to be the hardut juat a. It wall with my
experlenclt at the tlnlvltrsl ty ot Washington. ~

inlthJ. rlactiona werl onea or ambiguity. con­
fliction and apprehenalon. 1 waa IIn811rl of how

to let or rlact to thlal korlana, bllt I later
dlacovtred that lt makta no ditference what r.ce
,.ou u •. becallse ss lon, ae you are willingly to
be !rhndly and open. oth.rs will reciprocate.

lity rond melloriea of Kor.. and the happy
_aents apent wi th r ...ily and triend" hava teu«ht
at _r••bollt Koraa and thtlr cult\lre than L"I)'
tltachltr or talltboot. '!'ha raae1n.sting vlalh to
historical ai tt•• the .,,:cl t.aent in downtor.l Seolll
the paacetulneas of' thl eO\lntryaide and tl... kind
hotplt.allty or ralativ.. and rrhnda aU call ••
bact to Kore.. Perhapa thh ia the placa I balon,

b ... t tor now. berlea ia whan I ... (<<!-~"'l!t)

•
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OFFICE: Securities Bldq. '635
1904 lrd Ave •• Seattle. Wa. 98101

Phone: (206)'623-2157 or 621-2158 (Bus.)
]67-1935 (Res.)
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Kim's travel Service
~'~O~~A~

• INDIVIDUALS
• GROUPS
• TOURS
• AMTRAK
• AIR LINES
• STEAM .sHIPS

• HOTELS
• TRAVEL

INSURANCE

BUS: (206) 624 . 2227/624 • 2228
RES: (206) 364 - 9934

Room 619.603 Stewart. Lloyd Bldg. Seattle, Washington 98101
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