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23 M YOS GYNGYE U A
Byl sreb A § 1 ct.

xi:-;ii-l G435 gy shejef ¢ geiel=g o PRoBLEHS FACED
fty & Vil d&clct, getel=ed ¥ g §
T #9f Eecl g AUVE 2 o gl L’ FRHH“N
dEEANY §& & & Viciebe dgelr| L ¢ ol A 3|
Brel @ik, M WY Fe U] G g . ol £ ¥
Uotolm @tlct, 2 sbelof AW Muyel g4 ey &
ebAl @viete el AR G EetA &Itk A Y . 3| ol U
2 A% FA str e W Ul 7Rl WX ¢
Gok&riche g Pel 2eiM 2-34 ¢ YU F &9
€ v W &rlct. q gl Hujye]l x FJ7r g To examine the problems confronting this
¢ 89§ =2F stFe ety PeolM FYYEcl. year's freshmen class, we held a discussion with
oba] o d 7 ge] vt @ vy §] #=cte 44 Y a number of freshmen. It seemed that the problems
# =7 & W PebMd grlct. eh2]@d 2 & e 7 brought up at this discussion were similar to the
d&rict. dvige #4& 97 #°H4 fei g 2 problems faced by freshmen each year. As freshme-
g0 o Yeof ep 2 o4 Fricte. = F A %°l they have to face drastic changes in their school
»EE chged 2] ghetd gefzl o ® oy Me}r} 2 : environment. After graduating from hish school
e Sddg Uiy £ o4 &t where there were classes of only about 30-40
students and where they were able to maintain

g Ee] o Edzler gd ey Se2tel=22§ close persconal relationships with classmates and
2ul?] PEa e M2 o obg GIFAAE ST 2 o : teachers, they suddenly find themselves in classes
ddd e gt d dgrlich. Bd felr Gepel = _' that have as many as 700 students, thereby makin-g
27 P2 i & LEE U REYe] W close ties with professors almost impossitle.
Haq 2o obef duiyg § % o} & ] ct. My o A Also, they have to adapt to the fast pace of

college where individual discipline is necessary.

0ften, these problems together make them feel lost

As a Korean freshman, one can feel even more lost.
Amonf the biggest problems raised by the

o 2| oA Y] sl Erlct. M ged g
& 7hAche o] +TY S swErlcl. By dvy
24 Egc] gedcte 297 §& U A o v}

Ut freshmen were: a) the problem of gettins to know
¢hi Y4Ed | other Korean students, b) lack of knowledge about
i UE UeE & ge i fuviy §oel college, c¢) lack of group activities available to
HEHE Ui v fUd g4 oty 2 2= : them.
:: :. A2 gl @71 & 20§ LUk B¢ 2elo & : The problem of getting to know other Korean
fe #°] YA & YUY U Jue My students is, first of all, many incoming students
A ue V2% gt cigs] gy 3 U8t do not know other Koreans because they simply

have not been exposed to them. They might have
come from a high school where they were the only
Koreans and where they associated only with
Koreans. Such a person may come to the University
without knowing how to go about meeting other
Korean students. Secondly, there are various peer

groups, and as a._f'ru'uhmnn it is' 'ﬁifﬂ:ult__tn be-
come a part of a group. This may be due to shynes:
and self-pride on both sides. Thirdly, there is

a gap between recently arrived students and those
who have been in the country for a while. These
two groups have problems in communicating as well




as in differences of ideas. While this may not
have been such a big problem before, it seems
that as the nember of Korean students raised and
educated here increases along with the number of
second and third gereration Koreans, this problem
will become greater. For instance, there are a
few second generation Korean students attending
the University this year and it is difficult for
them to associate with other Koreans. A great
amount of effort by both sides is needed in order
to understand and accept the other.

The second problem they brought up was their
lack of knowledge about college. Aside from the
problem of choosing a major, they face the problem
of not having enough information even if they
have already decided on a major. Although there
are various departmental advisors and counselors
available to assist them, they feel it is in-
adequate. And because of formal atmosphere, many
freshmen are reluctant to go to counseling offices.
Many freshmen expressed a desire for a more per-
sonal guidance from upperclassmen. It seems that
they want more informal assistance. They want
advice and information from upperclassmen who
have the experience and the knowledge about the
field they are interested in through informal
We feel that this is a very good
and a workable suggestion. The Korean Students
Association (KSA) can make it possible by pro-
viding opportunities where freshmen and the upper-
classmen can get together.

The third problem raised was the lack of
gronn activities available to them. Being a part
of a minority group, many Korean students are
reluctant to join many organizations and activity
groups on campus. So it is natural for them to
expect KSA to meet their needs. A few of them
mentioned a desire to create various types of
elubs such as fishing group, musical group, gports
club, ete. Some of the female students voiced
discontent with not having activities available
to them. There doesn't seem to be any clear mea-
sures that can be taken to solve these problems.
However, we feel that it can be done on an indi-
vidual basis where those students with common
interests can come together. With such group
activities available, new incoming students would
have more opportunities to get acquainted with

other students.

discussions.
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The problems raieed here do not necessarily
reflect all the problems faced by the freshmen.
It is unfortunate that we didn't have encugh time
and energy to talk with more students. Eut we
believe, by talking with these students and
throuzh our own past experiences, that these
problems are real and are problems that don't have
any clear-cut solutions. Our hope is that through
this article, more people will come to be aware of
the problems and take positive steps to ease the
protlems faced by freshmen.
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Korea, by virtue of her geo-physico-political
orientation vis-a-vis her two closest neighbors,
has traditionally been assigned the role of bridge
for the transmission of the venerable culture of
*big brother” China to her sometime pupil, some-
time master Japan --a role played dutifully if not
always happlily by Korea over a period of nearly
2,000 years. By the same token, and the same over
simplistic interpretation of the obvious relation-
ships between the three countries, Korea was also
cast by western observers as the slavish inheritor
and conservator of Chinese culture, customs and
traditions--a view which persisted almost intact
until well after the end of World War II.

Althourh traditional Korean history begins with
the birth of Tan'gun, the mythological founder of
Choson, in 2333 B.C., the first recorded history
to mention the country of Korea does so in connec-
tion with China's invasion and occupation of the
northern territory of Choson ca. 200 B.C., thus
initiationg a long history of cultural and politi-
cal exchange which continues up to the present day

Recently, while touring the largest exhibition of
Korean art ever seen outside Korea, currently on
view at the Seattle Art Museum, I found myself
taking note not so much of the often cited and
well documented instances of transmission or cross-
mizration of form, style and content in the art
of the three countries, but more of those pleces
which seemed to me to reflect features, styles or
themes most persistently and fundamentally Korean
in their expression. Some of these are mentioned
in the paragraphs which follow.

Certainly oneof the most forcefully Korean pleces
of the entire show is the "Crown with Fendants"
(flate no. 12), fashined from sheet-gold and jade
a4 aseribed to the 0ld Silla period, ca. 5th
century A.D. I!nearthed in 1974 from the North
+ound of the royal tomb at Hwangnam, Kyongju in

in Kyongsang Pukto, according to catalog informa-
tion, its design displays shamanistic character-
istics simlilar to those found in the northern
continent, i.e. from the same Siberian/Tunsusic
area now favored by linguists as the probable
proto-source of the modern Korean lansuare. It
is the largest and most ornate of the five gold
crowns discovered in the Kyongju area. 1t is,
moreover, a crown-type not fourd in China; it irs
uniquely Korean.

One of the exhibit's most popular show-pleces, the
Vessel in Shape of Warrior on Horseback"” (Flate
no. 45), also dates to 01d Silla and comes from
Kyongju's Golden Bell Tomb, where it was excavatel
in 1924, Although comparable continental vessels
are to be found, here it is the strongly humorous
handling of the faces of both horse and rlder,
cited in the catalog as one of the "basic traits
of the Korean artistic approach", which marks it
as a uniquely Korean production.

Moving to the Three Kingdoms period of the early
7th century A.D., a large "Seated Maitreya" in
meditation (Flate no. 76), worked in gilt bronze,
is significant in several ways: mnot only does it
exemplify and provide excellent documentation for
the passage of the rounded, naturalistic sculpture
of China's Northern Ch'i dynasty style of the mic-
6th century to Korea, it is credited by scholars
as one of the finest Buddhist sculptures in East
Asia; and finally, it exercised strong stylistic
influence on Buddhist sculpture in Japan during
this periocd --most notably in Chuguji Nunrnery at
Nara and in the famous "Kudara Kwannon” at Horyuji
and in a wide variety of seated and standings
figures, large and small, carved in wood or cast
in metal, but most of all possessing readily dis-
cernable stylistic characteristics of a well-
defined Korean-Paekje type.

The Koryo peried (918-1392) produced several wide-
ly divergent works expressive of continually
evolving, distinctively Korean characteristics:
the 10th century cast-iron "Head of a Buddha" from
the National Museum (Plate no. 104), while acknow-
ledging obviously Chinese traits in style and form
is marked indellibly as Korean by its sweetly
smiling, human countenance and by the sculptor's

introduction of identifiable Korean ethnic feature
in the handling of cheeks, eyes and mouth; the
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Hahoe village "Masks of Yangban and Pﬁne" (Plates
no. 161-2), as well as the other nine characters
of the eleven basic character types included in
the Hahoe carved wooden mask genre, show skilled
use of Korean comedic, naturalistic traits used to
advantage in satirical plays aimed at embarassing
nobility, scholars, monks or others of the privi-
leged class to the advantage of the common man =--
a style of drama possibly anticipating or influ-
encing, but certainly paralleling simllar'develnp-
ments in the Noh Kyogen plays of Japan; and,
finally, the naturalistic evolution of style and
handling exemplified by 2 progressive look at the
work of Kim Tuk-s8in (1754-1822), plate 245; S5in
Yun-Bok (born 1758 A.D.), plates 230 b, c and d;i
Pyon, Sang-byok (18th century), plate 197; pro-
geression from traditional court painterly/
literatti styles to distinctively individual
Korean genre styles depicting the joys and trials
of the everyday Korean life of their respective
generations.

My own initimal appreciation and study -- if such
it can be galled-- of Korean art began falteringly
in the mid-30's, in tandem with my beginning study
of Japanese language and culture. My "bible” for
this purpose was Andreas Eckhardt's landmark work
Geschichte der Koreanischen Kunst, published in
English translation in 1929 --then, and until the
mid-50's, virtually the only work of any scope
dealing at any depth with the subject of Korean

art. Returning to the University after WWII, I
discovered with considerable pleasure that the

Japanese language could be used for purposes other
than badgering information from prisoners of war,
reconstructing tables of organization and the 1
other requisites of military intelligence work.

1 read most of the major publications of Japanese
archeologists and art historians available in the
then-Far Eastern Library, updating my coverage of
existing publications on Korean art to about the
year 1949, meanwhile beginning to study the Korean
languare. The works of Korean archeological and
art history researchers, who were formerly rele-
gated to subordinate positions under the Japanese,
gradually began to appear in the late 50*s and
throughout the 1950°'s, until the field is blessed
with the fruit of the labors and scholarship of .
both older and new generations of Korean art
scholars. Although some few, as well as occasional
articles, have been translated into English, it is

- 16 -

frustrating to discover that my Korean has slipped
to the point that I can no longer easily read in
such technical fields, and I have purchased some
of the recent key titles and added them to my
"retirement reading® backlog, together with the
determination to brush up my Korean language once
more. The present exhibit has amply demonstrated
that this effort will be more than worthwhile.

The first entry in the exhibition catalog --an
earthenware "Jar" (Plate no.l)-- dates from the
“combed ceramic”™ culture of ca. 3,000 B.C. This,
although followed by a gap of some 2,400 years

before the second entry dated 500-300 B.C.,
apparently justifies the "5,000 year" span ex-
pressed in the exhibition title. And given the
ever-inereasing pace of archeological exploration,
art history research and publication by Korean
and western scholars in recent years--most es-
pecially the 1954 discovery of the Sokchang-ni
gsite in South Ch'ungch'ong province which carbon=-
dates to the year 29,000 E.C.-- the world may
ultimately anticipate at some future date an
exhibition proudly entitled: “30,000 Years of
Korean Art".
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g 22k el ricf S22l d ey o The environment in which I lived made it very
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lish or not at all. Then,I thought that I could
never foreet my native lanpuace even if I didn't
exercise it but I was wrong because I did forret
it. )

It was last fall when I entered University of
Washineton, I realized the depth of my abuse and
neglect of my homeland expecially the languaze.
1*ve always been ashamed that my Caucasian friends
would ridicule the customs and cultures of my
homeland so I hid it from them. I felt embarrass-
ment and shame last fall, for having hidden some-
thing that I should've been proud of for so long
that I had forgotten it.

The Korean students whom I met made an attempt
to converse in Korean, at first, but when I could
not comprehend fully, most turned to Enelish for
help. It was embarrassing and frustrating to find
out that the lansuagze that sounded so familiar has
turned into a foreism language. It's ironic how
the tide has turnedl

Almost ten years ago, I struggled to speak
English and the little that I spoke was so full of
Korean accent that it was hard for the natives to
comprehend. Now, ten years later, I have to re-
learn the native language that I so easily threw
away. It was uncomfortable trying to speak a
lanFuare
at first, but when I made an attempt and my just
being around Koreans and hearing them speak Korean
was a big help in my relearning to speak and enjoy
my native lanpuage. .

I didn't regret the years that I tried to be
“"Americanized?, but I did regret my forgetting my
native language. It's sad when I see the younger
generation losing an interest in their origin to
be "Americanized.”™ Someday, they'll regret that
they lost their identity and may not know how to
find it.
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THE PLACE 1 BELONG
4 Elizabeth Lee »

1t was only a short while ago that I went
back to Korea for the first time and experienced
the most fascinating time of my 1life, I felt as
if 1 were going back home.

The traditional stories concerning Korea and
its people, and reflections from other Koreans
provided me with a broad sense of what Korea was
like., but I really had no idea of what to expect.
I had been told stories of couniry people and
their hardships and of city people and their ad-
vancements, nevertheless, I was not to realize
until I got there how meaningful this journey
would turn out to be.

As I arrived at Kimpo airport, just seeing
the many faces of the gathered Koreans made me
feel as Lf "I were back at home.” I could hardly
believe that this tranquil "Land of Morning Calm”,
which I had read about in historic textbooks, had
transformed into an industrious Seoul of today,
but here I was challenged with the task of inte-
erating and feeling accepted by fellow Koreans.

_ Some of the Koreans I met regarded me with
a quizzical expression, often wondering to them-
selves, “"what kind of Korean can't speak Korean?
that kind of Korean can speak perfect English?”
Irritated with this ambivalent attitude, I would
retort, “The kind of Korean who wants to learn
the language and its customs and whom you should
Some could understand

my predicament but others, mainly elderly people,
found it hard to imagine a Korean who couldn't

help in their efforts.”

Going back to Korea was like going through
a revitilization. Friends and family earnestly
tried to show me the béautiful landscapes of
Korea and teach me her language, and even stranger
showed their interest in me. My relatives, eg~
pecially, some of whom I've never met before,
eagerly tried to create a comfortable and homey
atmosphere for me. Special lunches and outings
were planned, and stories of my father's child-
hood were told. My uncle in particular, made a
personal effort to inform me of my family ancestry
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but it was the combined warmth and affability of
the many Koreans I met that made it even a more
revered experience.

The beginning of my trip evidently turned
out to be the hardest Just as it was with my
experience at the University of Washington., My
initial reactions were ones of ambiguity, con-
fliction and apprehension. 1 was unsure of how
to act or react to these Koreans, but I later
discovered that it makes no difference what race
you are, because as long as you are willingly to
be friendly and open, others will reciprocate.

My fond memories of Korea and the happy
moments spent with family and friends have taught
me more about Korea and their culture than any
teacher or textbook. The fascinating visits to
historical sites, the excitement in downtown Seocul
the peacefulness of the countryside and the kind
hospitality of relatives and friends all call me
back to Korea. PFerhaps this is the place I belonr
but for now, America is where 1 m.cﬁ_#@}
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