INDRA'S NET

An orchestral suite in three movements

Diane Thome




Program Note
INDRA'S NET

I had been thinking about a large orchestral composition in which various musical
images would be conjoined, alluded to, transformed in the course of three movements
when I remembered the metaphor of Indra's net, a vast network of precious gems
hanging over the palace of the god Indra. In the words of Sir Charles Eliot, "In the
heaven of Indra, there is said to be a network of pearls, so arranged that if you look at
one you see all the others reflected in it. In the same way each object in the world is
not merely itself but involves every other object and in fact is everything else."

This intriguing description with its suggestions of cosmic reflection and interpenetration
began to function as a rich reservoir (%tg possible modes of compositional association and
relatedness, as well as the insFiration for particular qualities of feeling such as
expansiveness, plasticity and luminosity. The three movements then continued to
evolve in my mind in their individual structures and internal layerings of gesture,
textural and temporal unfolding, with the sense of a celestial canopy hovering,
sometimes comfortingly, in the conceptual background.




Piccolo
Flute }2)
Oboe/English horn (2)
Clarinet in B? (2)
Bassoon (2)

Horn (2)
Trumpet in C (2)
Trombone (Tenor, Bass)

Harp
Piano

Xylophone
Vibraphone
Glockenspiel
Chimes
Whip
Cymbals
Suspended Cymbal
Cabasa
Timpani
Tom-Toms
Bass Drum

Violin I
Violin II
Viola
Cello
String bass

Score is written in C.
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