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Background/Purpose/Impact

The Burke Museum of Natural History’s
Herbarium contains 700,000 specimens of plants,
fungi, and algae, as well as their associated
collection and taxonomic notes. The main
interface for the public to learn about these
collections are a pair online databases, an 1image
gallery and a specimen database, all of which
are designed for taxonomic and floristic
researchers and provide minimal historical
context for other users despite the Herbarium’s
extensive archival collection.

The purpose of this project was to tailor a new
website that allows for accessibility and
visibility to fungarium archives as well as
contextual information that educate users on the
significance of the collection and 1ts objects.
Due to the bulk of the archival material having
belonged to Daniel Stuntz, mycologist
extraordinaire and UW curator of 40 years, the
first exhibition tells his story and impact on
mycology.

Conclusions/Reflections/Next Steps

This database was designed with the intent to
expand awareness, accessibility, and uses of the
Burke Museum Fungarium’s archival collection.
By highlighting one museum's natural history
archives, this project hopes to demonstrate the
importance and need of preservation and
contextualization of all archives.

Even though this project was completed with the
support and collection of the Burke Museum, the
History of Mycology Archives 1s 1ts own entity.
The future goals of this database 1s to record
and contextualize the history of fungal
enthusiasts and their timpact on mycology as a
whole. We are 1n the process of becoming our
own non-profit that preserves and exhibits
digital objects that relate to the history of
mycology.
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Process

Initially, minimal knowledge
1 was available about what the
Burke fungarium’s archives
consisted of, therefore a general
inventory and digitization

process was started to
understand the breadth and
width of the archives.

Potential website users, Puget Sound 4
Mycological Society members, were
surveyed to determine website
design. Respondents preferred a
thematic presentation of knowledge
rather than chronological or
individual objects.

5 Curation of exhibit:
“Daniel Elliot Stuntz: A
Mycological Life and Legacy.”

Deliverable

History of Mycology Archives

Browse Items Browse Collections Browse Exhibits About Collection Tree

DANIEL ELLIOTT STUNTZ: A MYCOLOGICAL LIFE AND LEGACY

Daniel Elliot Stuntz (1909 - 1983) spent almost his entire life living, working, and exploring in the
Seattle area. Daniel was an important force in the development of Seattle's community of fungus
lovers through his co-founding of the Puget Sound Mycological Society (PSMS) and volunteer efforts
with the group. He also helped to develop the University of Washington and Burke Museum
Herbarium by collecting and donating nearly 24,000 fungal specimens to its collection. His dedication
to his students (34 graduates) and fungal taxonomy (27 publications, primarily on the genus /nocybe)
have left an influence on the field of mycology that can be felt today. Discover the life and legacy of
Daniel Stuntz through our exhibit featuring the extensive archives and specimens he left behind.

Disclaimer: This exhibit remains under construction as more archives are discovered and the life and
legacy of Daniel Stuntz continues to be researched.
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History of Mycology Archives

Collection database website tailored for
Burke Museum Fungarium's archival
collection.

Users have the ability to explore the
collection by item, subject collections,
or exhibits that use collection items to
tell important mycological stories.

Current exhibit tells the life and legacy
of Daniel Elliot Stuntz.

' http:// mycologyarchives.omeka.net

@ historyofmycology



