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By SAM RAINSY
Cambadia's parliamentary opposition teader

- Thiy articte is an adaptation of a kevnore address Sam Rainsy delivered at the Community of
Democracios Ministerial Meeting in Seoul on November 11 y 2002,

One hundred and forty nations came together in Scoul this month as the Community of
Democracies - not because of regional proximity, militay alliance or wealth, but becanse of shared
ideals. Althtugh Cambodia was rightfully denied an invifation, | was honored 1o participate as a
keynote speaker.

Despite somie trappings of demoeraey, Cambodia's government s morc akin to. the regimes in
Zimbahwe, Tragq and Kyrgyzstan, 1ts absence fron) the league table of democracies should be
shocking, considering that Cambodia was the beneficiary of a $2 billion Uhmited  Nations
peacckeeping mission and administration from 1991 1o 1993 following the end of Vietmamese
occupation. In the decade that followed the UN. withdrawal, Cambodia received billions more in
mternations| assistance 1o rebuild and develop a stable demoeracy,

While finanuially generous. the world abandonced Cambodia politically in 1993 when the winners of
he U .N.~L§I‘glf;'éil1ixirti(| elections were denicd the reing of power. The ULN. authoritics stood by us the
ruling commumists maintained effective control after a decisive clectoral logs, In 1998, 1un Sen's
former communists murdered hundreds of opposition activists and manipulated the sceond round ol
parliamentary clections. Success-starved 1N, observers went on o endorse them as "free and fair."

The time has now come for Cambodia o be held 1o international standards. ‘The world can apree
that Hun Sen is better than Pol Pot, and that Cambodia s more democeratic than Burma, But these
meager accomplishments are not cause for celehration, Cambodia must be measured apainst
democratic neighbors like Thailand and the Philippines, and its leaders must b compured o nation
builders, not genocidal killers. :

These lessonk from Cambodia must be understood and applicd clsewhere. The former Soviet
republics of Central Asia once held great promise, with a wealth of natwal resources and skilled
workers. This promise faded as today's tin-pot desputs led their countries bucksliding into
authoritarianism, with the familiar tools of presidential power prabs, press crackdowns and
assassinations,




CWhere cothmunist ideolopics once prevailed, such regimes now rely on money laundering and
trafficking in humans, gems, arms and narcotics Tor the cash to keep their loyal nrmies cauipped and
to purchase eleetoral lepitimaey. Continued international support for such crimina! iepimes in the
form of generous wid packages, military assistance and multitateral loans only strengthens their
ability 10 cpery out these sctivities.

Cambodia is now Southeast Asia's promicr transit point for drugs. rafficked women and children,
and Jaundered money. Like other lawless lands, it may soon become u haven Tor terronsts in search
of passports_bank accounts and training camps.

Many regimes now enjoy mternational legitimacy as a result of their willingniess 1o line up agains
terrorism. Ihis free ride is shortsighted beeause it shifts the burden of world stability onto starving,
and voiceless populations longing for freedom. Post-Soviet tyrants may he preferable 1o Stalin or
Mullah O, but they are not demoerats and are destroying the lives of their people.

The world" dictators have not just become eleverer i the ways that they can create o facsimile of

clections and democracy. They have also become skilled in manipulating an sl wo-willing,

p ntermational community. From Saddam Hussein's referendum on hig prestdency in Trag - g

Cpropagands Giumph - 1o cryptic claims of propress in the Burmese military Junia's negotintions
with Aung San Sun Kyi that brought in millions of dollurs in Japanese aid, the world has willingly
believed what the most undemocratic regimes put before them,

Fhe way thitt the world community judpes democratization must change 10 reflect o clear ser of

principles. Do not judge progress againgt colonial or genocidal atrocities of the pagt, Judge

democraey by an international standard inclugive of free cleetiong, civil libertics and the rule of law:

TUis wrong for governments to silence the media or intimidate, Tock up and kill wlitical opponents,
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Fewer murders and fewer prisonors from one year, or one election. o the next is nof an appropriate
measure ofdeocratic progress. Bvery day, governments make black-and-whine cholces to be

democratic and pluralistic, or not 1o be. The world community ol democracies should reward or

sanction thom aceordingly.

As a first step, democratic nations must re-evaluate the impact of their bilateral and imubtilateral
agsistance. Donor governments, the World Bank and the International Monctary Fund must demand
simple choteex from ajd reeipients (o meet international standards of justice, demoeracy und pood
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governanee. Only by holding the worst regimes to account can the world ruly help the people of

nations like Cambodia out of misery into a future of democracy and progperity. [End]
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