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EL SALVADOR: MILITARY DEVELOPMENTS :
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MILITARY DEVELOPMENTS

CENT ARMY OFFENSIVE AGAINST THE GUERRILLA LOGISTIC
ISRUPTED REBEL RESUPPLY EFFORTS, BUT IT ALSO REVEALED
ERATIONAL PROBLEMS THAT PRECLUDE AN EARLY DEFEAT OF THE
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ENDED ON FRIDAY, WAS HAMPERED AT TIMES BY POOR SECURITY AND BY

BREAKDOWNS IN|
NATIONWIDE OF
SOME UNITS TO
QUANTITIES OF
CASUALTIES. /-
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COMMAND AND CONTROL. FURTHERMORE, RESOURCES FOR THE
ERATION OCCASIONALLY WERE STRETCHED TOO THIN, EXPOSING
EASY AMBUSH. OVERALL, THE OPERATION NETTED SMALL

ARMS AND AMMUNITION AT THE COST OF SOME 40
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UNICATIONS FAILURE DELAYED REINFORCEMENTS TO A
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GOVERNMENT UNIT AMBUSHED IN CHALATENANGO DEPARTMENT; NINE MEN WERE
HIT AND 22 TA%EN PRISONER. THE COMMANDING OFFICER, COLONEL OCHOA,

LATER APPARENTLY IGNORED ORDERS NOT TO PURSUE THE GUERRILLA FORCE

RESPONSIBLE FOR THE ATTACK.//{ ( F)

COMMENT: 7THE ARMY STILL LACKS SUFFICIENT FORCES AND
LEADERSHIP TO (END THE WAR SOON, BUT IT CLEARLY RETAINS THE UPPER
HAND IN ITS BATTLE WITH THE INSURGENTS. THE JUST-COMPLETED OPERATION
PROBABLY WILL |{COMPLICATE GUERRILLA SUPPLY DIFFICULTIES./-/’(}/NT-‘}

#7THE AMBUSH OF OCHOA'S TROOPS WAS THE THIRD IN RECENT MONTHS.
THE GUERRILLAS PROBABLY HOPE TO PROVOKE OCHOA--WHO IS KNOWN FOR HIS
AGGRESSIVENESS--INTO RETALIATING WITH A REPRESSIVE CAMPAIGN THAT
WOULD ANTAGONLZE THE LOCAL POPULATION AND DAMAGE THE IMPROVING
REPUTATION OF |THE ARMED FORCES. A/ /(S/ﬁ) ’
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