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"Dead Addicts Don’t Recover”
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This new population of people with
AIDS was especially visible in New
York City where the disease became

“The epidemic has raged virtually unchecked among the Black and
Hispanic drug addicts in Harlem and other inner-city neighborhoods.
It is in these neighborhoods, medical experts believe—

“We’re both HIV paositive. So we’re using
our own works. You see, everybody
who’s HIV positive feels like we can
share each others’ works cause we‘re
all gonna die together.”

Cathy, an IV drug user. Quoted in
Friedman, Samuel R. Social Networks,
Drug Injectors’ Lives, and HIV/AIDS.
Kluwer Academic, 1999.
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CURRENT VITAL STATUS AMONG PERINATALLY HIV-INFECTED
CHILDREN?! DIAGNOSED IN NYC, 1977-2018

Milestones in Reduction of Perinatal HIV Transmission

1985: CDC recommends women with HIV avoid breastfeeding.
1994: ACTG 076 study shows AZT reduces perinatal transmission.
1997: Routine newborn screening begins in New York.

1999: Expedited testing in obstetrical settings implemented.

2015 & 2018: No reported perinatal transmission in children born in NYC
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N keep your works works. Or better yet, don't share.
to yourself. For more information, call the
s gy Clean Your People of Color Against AIDS

SRR Needle exchange programs, though a proven harm reduction method, were

If you borrow
or lend a rig, clean-
(W ing it with bleach
reduces the risk of

BN  getting the disease. PEOPLE OF COLOR AGAINST
It only takes a AIDS NETWORK. 322-7061.

heroin use.” Therefore, early NEP were informal, extralegal grassroots efforts. Dave Purchase, a commun

“New York City's IV drug users who have AIDS or Though needle exchange programs are not a
are HIV positive are not living with AIDS. For them, substitute for drug treatment programs, they
HIV is a death sentence. Their day-to-day struggles are, according to Joyce Hughes of the New
for basic necessities preclude any possibility of York State Department of Health AIDS

mobilization or political action or community Institute, speaking at a 1994 Congressional
building to demand access to drug and medical o . :
hearing, “a means to engage drug users in

treatment. Needle exchanges can be a departure
point for a user's process of empowerment and can HIV prevention, harm reduction, health care,

even serve therapeutic purposes for active and drug treatment, and other services which
former users involved in needle distribution.” they otherwise might never have a chance to
Rod Sorge, founder of the ACT UP access. Needle exchange provides us with
New York Needle Exchange Program the means to talk with active drug users

about changing their behavior.”

° controversial (and illegal in most locales). One Harlem preacher’s belief was not
unusual, “To distribute needles is to cooperate with evil. It is a step to legitimizing

ity

activist in Tacoma started the first NEP in 1988 that later came under the purview of the city’s health department.

ACT UP Seattle, opened up its first NEP the following year and it too soon became part of city health services.

"Dave Purchase
handing out
syringes on his W

own in Tacoma, W&
Wash., in the late ‘
1980s.” New York
Times obituary,
27 Jan. 2013.

“"How does this work?” a toothless addict
asked him...

“You give me an old one, | give you a sterile
one, and it keeps your butt alive,” Mr.
Purchase responded.

"Dave Purchase Dies at /3; Led Early Needle
Exchange." New York Times, 27 Jan. 2013.




