"4 Trans Activism

Remembering Lou Sullivan

Louis “Lou” Greydon Sullivan = |
(1951-1991) was an activist and il o
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risks of HIV/AIDS as they pertain to trans men.

The AIDS epidemic made the queer community, especially queer
men, more Vvisible, but transmasculine people were not a part of
public discourse surrounding it. Among themselves, discourse
surrounding HIV/AIDS happened on individual as well as group
levels, and often was interwoven with the exploration of one’s
gender identity in relation to others in their demographic. Networks
coalesced in urban centers, but cross-country community
formation expanded as well, exemplified by years of letters (above)
between Ben Powers, a trans man living in Massachusetts, and
Sullivan, who lived in San Francisco. Even as he took on more
work, Sullivan made a special effort to respond to the letters he

received from trans men all over the world, hoping to ease the
Isolation he had experienced in his transition.

“They told me for many years that it
was impossible for me to live as a gay

man. Now, I'm going to die like one.”

Lou Sullivan

In his activism, Sullivan advocated for individuals who faced barriers to
medical transition, helping them find counseling, endocrinological
services, surgery, and peer support outside of traditional avenues. Among
other things, he helped found the GLBT Historical Society in San
Francisco, wrote and published FTM Newsletter, one of the first
guidebooks for transgender men, and organized monthly meetings where
trans men could gather to talk about different issues. Through these
avenues, he was able to spread information about how HIV/AIDS affects
transmasculine people in particular, saving countless people. It is likely
that Sullivan contracted AIDS in the early 1980s through still-healing
incisions from a double mastectomuy, known colloquially as ‘top surgery.’ If

. . . . . interpretation of happiness. That's what I am.”
he had been better informed of the risks as they pertained to him, he might
still be alive todau.

“I wanna look like what | am but don't know what someone like me looks
like. | mean, when people look at me | want them to think-- there's one of
those people that reasons, that is a philosopher, that has their own

Lou Sullivan
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