In Seattle
Northwest AIDS Foundation
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Like many organizations working to combat the AIDS crisis in
Seattle, the Northwest AIDS Foundation (NWAF) originated in
the Seattle Gay Clinic. It was founded in 1983 by Tom Marsells,
Tim Burak, Bob Wood, Charlie Brydon, and others “to provide a
central coordinating body whereby the medical, financial and
Information resources of citizens and organizations of the
Pacific Northwest can be directed toward a unified response to
the public health threat posed by Acquired Immune Deficiency priends Nedood
Syndrome (AIDS).” The NWAF coordinated medical providers, .
public health workers, and activists, launching programs ﬁ&ﬁ«ﬁw&wﬁ
promoting public education on AIDS and safe sex practices, Aaarent ST
responsible media coverage of AIDS, and support for persons SO
living with AIDS. By 1984 the NWAF was the primary AIDS ﬁﬁw
organization for correspondence with the Seattle-King County
Department of Public Health (SKCDPH), and counted SKCDPH
Director Jesse Tapp among its honorary board of directors.
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Northwest AIDS Foundation informational flyers and a Feb 14, 1986 ad in the

wéve“%mwg Seattle Gay News. From the Charles J. Harbaugh papers, UW Special Collections

Seattle AIDS Walk

In 1987, the NWAF organized the first Seattle AIDS Walk to
raise money to fight AIDS. In its first year, the Seattle AIDS Walk
raised over $250,000. By 1991, that figure had grown to $1.5
million and cemented the Seattle AIDS Walk as the premier
annual AIDS fundraiser in the region. Today, AIDS walks are sti
held throughout the United States.
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by the Northwest AIDS Foundation, starting at
Seattle Center and winding through the city’s
streets. Eventually, it would be supported by
many of Seattle’s corporate heavyweights—U.S.
West, KING-TV, Microsoft, Nordstrom,
Washington Mutual. The first year’s walkathon
drew three thousand people and raised
$250,000. By the 1990s, the QFC supermarket
chain was advertising the walk on its grocery
bags and raising almost $1.5 million each year.”

The Northwest AIDS Eopndaﬂon
invites you to join

FROM ALL WALKS OF LIFE '88

A 10-kilometer Walk-A-Thon
benefiting AIDS care, services and education.

sunday September 18, 1988
Memorial Stadium

Seattle, Washington °m All Walks of Life

; fundrai
ducation, care and raiser

Services
S ep.tember 22, 1991
adium. Seattle Center

Gary Atkins, Gay Seattle: Stories of Exile and
Belonging. University of Washington Press, 2003

AIDS Walk flyers from 1988 & 1991. From the Charles
J. Harbaugh papers, UW Special Collections

Approximately 13,000
people participated in
the 1991 Seattle AIDS
Walk. Seattle Times,

23 Sept. 1991
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THE QUARTERLY NEWSLETTER OF THE NORTHWEST AIDS FOUNDATION

2 Striving to Keep Pace with AIDS

“Pve awakened in the night worrying about tasks not completed. I've seen
Y= far too much death and dying. I've grieved for the losses experienced by my
I friends, community, and loved ones. But I've also been struck by the beauty

of the community’s response, and the gift I feel I've been given in being able
I to do this work at this time.” — Bea Kelleigh, first executive director of the
[ Northwest AIDS Foundation.
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This year, the Northwest AIDS  with four apartments provided
Foundation marks ten years of by the City of Seattle.

providing AIDS care services, 4The Foundation receives new
prevention education, public "housing” of its own when its

policy advocacy, and grants {0 yffices move from Pike Street to
other AIDS service organiza- 1818 E.Madison.

tions. The following is the sec-

ond installment in a four-part
retrospection of the Foundation’s
history from 1983 to the present.
Part Three will appear in the
Fall issue of AIDS Matters.

oIn May 1987, U.S. President
Ronald Reagan speaks publicly
about AIDS for the first time;
nearly 21,000 Americans have
died of the disease.

#The Foundation’s First Annual

SEXUAL SAFETY, ONE STEP AT A TIME.

forget where we came from."
Later that year, the Foundation
joins the Executive Committee

Lifelong AIDS Alliance

“From All Walks of Life” 10K of the AIDS Action Council, a
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NWAF 10th anniversary newsletters, 1993. From the
Charles J. Harbaugh papers, UW Special Collections

Gay Bingo, continue as well.




