‘4 Selling Safer Sex

Code of Condom

Prior to the advent of AIDS, condoms were marketed to heterosexual men and
used primarily to prevent conception and secondarily, to prevent sexually
transmitted diseases. By the 1970s, with increased use of the birth control pill
and intrauterine devices (IUD), and with access to antibiotics to cure syphilis and
other sexually transmitted disease, condom sales decreased — “between 1965

and 1970, condom use declined 22 percent. From the mid-1970s to the mid-
1980s, U.S. condom sales fell by half.”
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began to stress condom use — “Wearing a condom may reduced the risk of
transmitting diseases between partners” — for safer sex to gay men.

The Healthy Way”’

Condom advertising was
generally relegated to the
classified section of The
Advocate during the 1980s.
Only a few full-page color
ads appeared such as the
1988 Okamoto ad.
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Only Latex condoms used with water-based nonosxyl<
lubricants can help reduce the risk of getting AIDS from

[
oral and anal sex. N ‘
BE WELL EQUIPPED.

Northwest AIDS Foundation advertisement touting condoms, date unknown. Wellcome Collection.
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Quote from: Chambers, David L. "Gay Men, AIDS, and the
Code of the Condom." Harvard Civil Rights-Civil Liberties Law
Review, vol. 29, no. 2, Summer 1994, pp. 353-386.




