‘A AIDS in Seattle

Public Health Efforts
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In 1986, the Seattle-King County Department of Public Health received a grant

“Seattle and King County were among the earliest jurisdictions in
from the CDC to become one of the nation's first AIDS Prevention

the country to provide public funding for an AIDS response. With
. . - . e . ies to STD h versi | |
Demonstration Projects. Initially focusing on providing information about AIDS ties to STD research at the University of Washington, and with

. . . . staff who were active in community LGBT and AIDS support and
through community meetings, press releases, newspaper interviews, and advocacy groups, the AIDS Prevention Project became a national
recorded telephone information, the Department eventually set up an AlIDS model through its innovative programs in HIV/AIDS education,
iInformation hotline at Public Health’s STD Clinic located at Harborview

prevention, research, housing, and support for quality care.”
Hospital. The Department’s AIDS Prevention Project would come to serve as a

Carol Shenk, former King County Archivist,
model for public health agencies across the nation, and it informed responses AIDS Prevention Praject: An Oral History and Online Archive
to future public health crises. The spread of HIVV/AIDS in King County would be

less significant than in cities such as New York and San Francisco.

356
320
Timeline of a plague: 252
. 215
AIDS in King County, 1981-1997 174 1591 188
. 139 136 156 =HN 137
New HIV diagnoses S AIDS deaths 109 123 119 112
79 '
l l 63 64 60 73
27
2 5 . _ 4 10 s | |
1981 1982 1983 1984 1985 1986 1987 1988 1989 1990 1991 1992 1993 1994 1995 1996 1997
n The first cases m An infant contracts w First U5, ® The Human ® A blood test for HIV ® Condoms are shown ® AZT is the first ® Surgeon General C. m Mational ACT UP ® Ryan White dies m 10 million people = The FDA begins ® "Philadelphia,” the m AIDS becomes the ® The COC reports that ® Sclentists report the m Annual AIDS deaths
of a rare type AIDS from heterosexual AlIDS Immunodeficiency is approved. to prevent HIV antiviral drug Everatt Koop mails protests lead to from AIDS; Congress worldwide are accelerated drug first major leading cavse of neaedle exchange can first truly effective in the U5, decline by
of pneumonia a blood transfusion. cases are reported. Virus is discovered. transmission. approved for AIDS. copies of price cut for AZT. enacts a bill in his infected with HIV; approval. Hollywood film to death for all help prevent HIV antiretroviral 45 percent as
are reparted m Rock Hudson dies of “Understanding name to boost 1 million of those are address AIDS, stars Americans aged transmission. treatmeni. treatment with drug
in gay men in ® Two cases of AIDS are » Hundreds of gays w Harborview Hospital A105, and 14-year- ® Seattle TV stations ® NW AIDS Foundation AIDS™ to all ® ACT UP Seattle funding for AIDS in the U5 - including ® Bailey-Boushay House Tom Hanks as a 25 to 44, combinations
Los Angeles, reported in King and allies march on establishes an AIDS old Byan White, KING and KOMO air haolds its first AIDS households. starts a neadle treatment, Magic Johnson. apens In Seattle to lawyer flred for ® Seattle-King County B King County’s needle Increases.,
Mew York and County. Seattle City Hall clinic, later called infected wia a blood MWW AIDS Walk fundraiser. exchange, later care for people with having the disease. m Seattle-King County Public Health eéxchange annual
San Francisco. The Seattle Gay Clinic demanding action; Harborview,/ transfusion, is Foundation's “Please m Washington State taken over by = The Mational = Northwest AIDS AlDS, Public Health promaotes condoms volume exceeds = AIDS deaths in King
and others host the Seattle and King Madison Clinic. barred from school. be Safe™ messages, u People of Color AIDS Omnibus bill Seattle-King Commission on AIDS Foundation raises ® Seattle-King County convenes a major with a tongue-in- 1 million syringes. County drop by
first community County allocate but some stations Against AIDS Network passes by one vote, County Public visits Seattle to 51.5 million and Public Health gets community summit, cheek campaign, 52 percent,
forum on AIDS, at 540,000 for a hotline = Seattle-King County refuse, (POCAAN] ks founded funds AIDS education Health, learn about the offers workplace funding for the first "Reinventing HIV including a poster of
Seattle Central and clinic. Public Health in Seattle, in schools and city's continuum- tralning on humane .5, evaluation of Prevention for Gay a cop and a condom
College. recieves one of the ® Saattle-King County prevents = Center for AIDS of care approach. treatment of needle exchange. Men," that's featured in
® Community country’s first Public Health gets a discrimination Research employess with HIV. Playboy magazine,
arganizations spring major COC grants major grant from the against people with founded at the
up, including the for prevention and Robert Wood HIV. University of
Morthwest AIDS AlDS monitoring. lohnson Foundation wWashington.
Foundation, Seattle for AIDS services, » Seattle chapter of
AlDS Support Group ACT UP forms.
and Chicken Soup
Brigade.

Sources: Public Health-Seattle & King County; AIDS.gov; respondingtoaidsexhibit.org/; hiv.gov/hiv-basics/overview/history/hiv-and-aids-timeline; King County Archives
Graph taken from: Doughton, Sandi.

Seattle Fought the Plague of AIDS."
Seattle Times, 7 March 2019.
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