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AIDS In the Black Community

: , :
White Man's Disease ALWAYS THE LAST TO KNOW!!! | [° . .
And What You When AIDS hit our community, we had so
AIDS in the United States was almost instantly framed as a gay " Don’t Know many other problems—racism, socioeconomic
| | o i i : : o
disease—newspapers spoke of “gay cancer” while researchers Can Kill Yousst Issues, with an oEt lay of homophobia—it was
discussed GRID, “gay-related immunodeficiency.” This early ® 2907 ol ol BRleC S RCly casy fo say, 1hal's a white d's.ease’ nOt. o
! ' ?Lgcxsfi’g:gleﬁ ;ﬁvg Lafino, problem. Than began a conspiracy of silence
characterization of AIDS as a gay, white disease, blinded policy American around the disease.
. . . * 53% of all the Children

makers, community organizers, and even medical researchers, with AIDS are Black . _ . .

he f hat “Black , , , g;j;drin'ﬁ/o t\?ﬂm Phill Wilson, African American AIDS Policy &
to the fact that "Blacks bore a disproportionate population .V\x’/"': Xu?sQér;me?fk’e“ Training Institute. “Speaking Out to Make AIDS

omen, 20% Lafino

burden of HIV/AIDS cases.” The “public face of the disease” was
one of “white gay men” and this notion, combined with racial

- Military figures show Black an Issue of Color." New York Times 19 Dec. 2000

recruits test positive to
AIDS Virus more than
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Injustice, poverty, and concomitant higher rate of intravenous EDUCATION IS THE ONLY ANSWER CALWAYS
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communities” that was “invisible to the majority of Americans. e R B

_ By 1985 the Centers for Disease Control (CDC) revealed that

AIWR e “Blacks comprise 25 percent of all victims of Acquired Immune
Deficiency Syndrome—more than double the 12 percent Black
population... And some 56 percent of the nation’s children hit by
AIDS are Black.” Not only were there disproportionately more HIV
positive African Americans, but they were dying significantly more
—— quickly—Lliving just six to eight months after an AIDS diagnosis
versus the median period of 18 months.
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“Black gay men are still dyin’. Still dyin”. And I’'m pissed off at

the fact that America has overlooked us. When they went on the
HIV and AIDS campaign and took it national they took it with .
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The racial disparity in HIV/AIDS rates continues women; Women and HiV. And then they blamed Us you know. ¥
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: : They blamed us for it. It was gay men’s fault. It was men on the
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, _ . down low. It was because of them that women are getting HIV.
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States in 2019. The gender differential is

staggering—African American women have 15
times the AIDS rate as white women and are 15.3
times as likely to die from HIV infection.

Want to Know More:
Call:
Minority AIDS Project

(213) 936-4949
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IN YOUR AREA

“Let's be clear, when you hear about women
and AIDS or babies with AIDS or now even men
who sleep with men who have AIDS, whether
it's stated or not, those are overwhelmingly
black women, black babies and black men.”

“| listen to the beat of my heart,

let this primal pulse lead me,

though lately I've lived with another rhythm.

At first, | thought just time passing. But | discovered a time bomb

ticking in my blood. Phill Wilson, African American AIDS Policy &

Faces, friends disappear.” TN : Training Institute. "Speaking Out to
Make AIDS an Issue of Color."

Marlon Riggs, Tongues Untied (1989 documentary)



