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In the period October 1980-May 1981, 5 young men, all active homosexuals, were e

. ) treated for biopsy-confirmed Pneumocystis carinii pneumonia at 3 different hospitals
JUSt SIX months aftef Ronald Reagan t()()k the Oath Of 0ff|Cel the Centefs in Los Angeles, California. Two of the patients died. All 5 patients had laboratory-
. . . . . . o confirmed previous or current cytomegalovirus {CMV) infection and candidal mucosal

for Disease Control (CDC) published it's the first article in the Morbidity infection. Case reports of these patients follow.
and Mortality Weekly Report (MMWR) on a newly emerging disease, e e s o
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pandemic, AIDS struck an administration that was fundamentally & Apiniiii— o et R R R
inadequate to meet the challenge, with a leader seemingly oblivious to the e SRR i v

national, global, and personal ramifications of the disease.
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: : . Bttt cor Diseass onceol “For the good of the people of this
The early years of the AIDS pandemic can be characterized by political s © I ountry and the world, we should no
inertia (partially due to homophobia and racism; partially due to standard R LR (00001 accept the claims of inadequate
bureaucratic inertia); lack of sufficient funding (due to the blinkered e et s funding and we should no longer be

hospitals, and among the re
long-lasting effects.

adherence of the Reagan administration to domestic budget cutting); o sonezomens's xespnse to s stz 120 vt LG with the trivial resources

. . . e e ottt R he  offered. Our past and present efforts
scant mainstream media attention; scientific in-fighting between the S8 ST e L Tl S

R Can't be proud. It is time to do more. It is
potential glory and funding competition); denialism in the gay community R I  (ime to do what is right.”

: : , O aore difficult. ug ssssss kews have been and are far too small and we
National Cancer Institute and Centers for Disease Control (both for Ehae Feu boagserual men. o0t
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and blood bank industry; and a public health education effort stymied by el eepnes e L L ey £

: . : Fli e adiched s m Memo from Donald Francis, CDC
the unseemly nature of disease transmission (sex and intravenous drugs). manrive pressuce b0 00t L L mave severely oo

cooperation that is required to

open-mindedness 410 cooP Ll are funding process, 1t seen epidemiologist to Walter Dowadle,

But perhaps the largest factor in slowing the American response to this Funds and et VR e andosunded Center for Infectious Diseases

new danger was, like COVID, the politicalization of public health.

Epidemiologists with the CDC understood that time was the essential factor in any attempt to
identify the virus and the means of transmission, and consequently, control the spread of the
disease. They were desperate for funding. CDC epidemiologist Don Francis wrote his
superior, “The outbreak of AIDS is a huge public health problem which requires a massive

Infusion of resources. The number of people already killed is large and all indications are that
this disease will not stop until thousands of Americans have died.”

Since the administration was resistant

to spending federal tax dollars on “In the face of this appalling specter, one would
research into this new disease the expect the government of the United States, the

. world's most affluent and technically advanced
House of Representatives, controlled nation, to be sparing no resource in its fight to stop

by Democrats, stepped in with AIDS. But as a physician and researcher who has

b i worked with this problem from the beginning, |
TaleS Of angUISh nearings, and subsequenty, have to characteZze the fcideral respc?nse togAIDS
supplemental funds.

as bordering on the negligent. | see in my office
every day young men who should be in the prime
of life but who instead are wasting away towards
an early, pointless but once-preventable death.
They regularly ask me why their own government
does not seem to care if they live or die.”

Anthony Ferrara, right, tells congressional committee members of his or i S
as Michael Callen, left, and Roger Lyon wait to testify. deal with AIDS

AIDS victims request federal aid to ease physical, emotional toll
By MARLENE CIMONS

Los Angeles Times Service

N BT 1 Dobanint 1063, aftar b “| came here today with the hope that this administration would do

Opening statement of Dr. Marcus Conant, UC Medical
Center, San Francisco. Federal Response to AIDS:
Hearings before a Subcommittee of the Committee on
Government Operations, August 1983.
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e il tiitrsietud  overything possible, make every resource available-there is no reason
“My family didn’t know what was going on —

they didn’t even know I was gay,” he said. “For
ol human issue. And | do not intend to be defeated by it. | came here today

en was among three AIDS victims who de-

scribed their physical and emotional battles with

mental relations and human resources.

Subcommittee Chairman Ted Weiss, a New York

New York paralegal, called his parents and told . . e o . e .

them: “I am going to die.” this disease cannot be conquered. We do not need infighting, this is not a
, _ political issue. This is a health issue. This is not a gay issue. This is a

mc:,”AIDS was another ‘closet’ — another coming

out.

T vkl IN the hope that my epitaph would not read that | died of red tape.”

ment Operations subcommittee on intergovern-

Democrat, has introduced legislation to create a

$60 million fund for states and local communities

Testimony of Roger Lyon, Federal Response to AIDS: Hearings before a
to respond more quickly to public health emer- Subcommittee of the Committee on Government Operations, August 1983.

gencies such as AIDS.
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known victims doubling every six months. About
ghts organizations, pleaded with lawmak- . .
nd with more money, more research 60 percent of those with the disease have died. No All three men would die of AIDS — Anthony
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. one with AIDS is known to have regained immuni- - :
on to the AIDS epidemic. ty. The cause of the disease is unknown, although Ferrara in June 1984, Roger Lyon in November

ctim from San Fran- it is thought to be a virus. 1984, and Michael Callen in December 1993.




