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Seattle ACT UP

“At the Gay Pride Parade... we did a die-in at every

Seattle’s chapter of ACT UP (AIDS Coalition to Unleash Power) was formed in

intersection and that meant we were marching with our October 1988 as, according to their newsletter, “a diverse, non-partisan group of
banners... and then someone would blow a whistle and we individuals united in anger and committed to direct action to end the AIDS crisis. We

would all drop to the pavement as if we were dead. And the confront government and public health officials, we research and distribute the latest

crowd went totally crazy, | mean, the cheers and the
accolades we were getting as we marched up Broadway

were unbelievable.”

medical information. We protest and demonstrate. We are not silent.”

“Even in Seattle—rational, staid, prissy Seattle where people do

Interview with Phil Bereano, ACT UP Seattle co-founder. _ not cross the street against the light at 2 in the morning—
Seattle Civil Rights and Labor History Project &= -4 radical activism works. | think we understand the political

Die-in at the 1990 Gay Pride
March, Museum of History and
Industry.

Issues of ACT UP Seattle
newsletter. Pride Ephemera
Collection, UW Special Collections.
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: xchang’ ACT UP Seattle has lots to do. We need Frankly, we're surprised how difficult it
& ca; your help, and YOU need our help. has been to get more people affected by
> ust AIDS or HIV on board ACT UP's body and
S ot 0 Children's Hospital and the University of soul train. We can't argue that the poli-
a  Washington are still doing intravenous tics of drug release and treatment availa-
conside,  placebo studies on babies with AIDS. bility aren't complicated, sometimes con-
< Please read the enclosed flyer. We need fusing and often depressing. We trust you
your presence at our protest at Children's agree that getting the treatments you need

5 Hospital between 4:00 and 7:00 p.m. on at prices you can afford is worth some
Friday, October 6. effort on your part.

z Despite a recent price reduction, AZT One thing we've learned from the ongoing
continues to be unreasonably expensive. AIDS saga is that NO ONE I3 GOING TO DO
Burroughs Wellcome's greed means that some THIS WORK FOR US. You have to help if you
people who want AZT can't get it. Read want reasonable and timely access to ddI.
the enclosed flyer and boycott BW's over- You have to help if you want to be guaran
the-counter products. ‘teed new treatments rather than placebos.

You have to help if you want insurance
ACT UP established the Seattle Needle companies and Medicaid to pay for the
Exchange. Though it continues to be oper-— treatments for which you have a right.

f ated by the Seattle/King County Health

19 Department, the future of the needle And you can do it. ACT UP/New York, along

8 exchange is in jeopardy. It must come as with other ACT UP organizations, has
no surprise that some legislators in become a major force for the FDA and phar-
Olympia and DC want to stop needle maceutical companies to contend with. For
exchange programs. Show your support by their efforts to be effective, action and
getting friends and coworkers to sign the agitation must be nationwide. The power
enclosed petition. (Please make copies.) hungry and greedy must know that there are
Mail petitions to us by October 15 or so. folks everywhere who will not tolerate

life-threatening delays or price gouging.
Many of us know it's a jungle out there to
get the health care we deserve. ACT UP is Fighting AIDS is a big part of your life.
planning a workshop called "How to be That's why ACT UP believes that "KNOWLEDGE
Assertive with Your Health Care Provider." = POWER," "SILENCE = DEATH" and "ACTION =
If you want to help plan or participate, LIFE."

me to our meetings or give us a call.
Will you help?

ne of the most contentious actions by ACT
UP Seattle, and certainly one that garnered
much media attention, dealt with the
“touchy subject of condom distribution in
the schools.” The school board had been
pondering the issue but had yet to take
action so to force the issue, the ACT UP
Youth Caucus showed up at Franklin High
School in early December 1991 with a
brochure that some labeled pornographic
and safe sex Kits.

The following week, the Seattle School
Board, after a nine-hour contentious
meeting, decided for condom distribution in
Seattle public high schools. Actual
implementation was delayed until April
1993.

W

' culture here and how to operate but we need both ends of the
(4 - spectrum. We need our bad boys and girls... and we need
<~ <, people who understand the issue as well or better than the

Phil Bereano quoted in "ACT UP: Group Members
Push Needle Exchange." Seattle PI, 3 Dec. 1990

ACT UP Seattle’s major accomplishments include serving as the catalyst for the needle exchange
program. Since the city council would not act, ACT UP, working covertly with the health
department, started their own exchange in 1989. This pressure led the council to pass legislation
making Seattle one of the first two cities (the other was Tacoma) with a government run needle
exchange. ACT UP is also credited for overcoming opposition to Bailey-Boushay House by
threatening to protest and embarrass those attempting to block the building.

“As peer educators, we have been teaching

correct condom use for four years without explicit

pictures or vulgar words. We feel the student SEREEET
body is mature and intelligent enough to know &5 ‘0

‘q-ﬂ.‘l—l W N frge il e 00 Ut e D 0 | v b ot | 0
ML TR Y -

what we're saying when we use proper terms. We  EiEsisiEssasise
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are insulted that ACT-UP feels otherwise.” a1 ol e

“I as a parent am outraged! The
obscene material distributed by
the group ACT-UP to my 14-year
-old daughter last Monday
outside the Franklin High School

o
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Katrina Perekrestenko, Franklin High School ,;.,_" g:;"“?'%““"'ff“ifit grounds was In total disregard of
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my child’s right to remain

Coalition for AIDS Peer Education. e
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W‘hat we Need to Know Nevet use oll based luboicants such as baby oil or Vaseline because they Fon Vb Fat
Human Immunedeficiency Syndrome (HIV) is 8 virus A virus attacks P"‘""":::' xm,w&::::..m:;;:'.h s N D !
and takes over haalthy cells (the building blocks of our body). HIV \ / e Uncy lefS
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ditfrcult for us 1o Aght off liness HIV lives in blood, vaginal fluid (uice), T Resources ™ YOU HAVE RIGHTS
and semen leum). ATDS (Acguired Immune Diefickency Syndrome) is the Co i w
name given toan HIV infected person whose immune system is no konger = %m*”' ' Lo st niew :nu:d-n'::.m
able 1o fight off sickness  ALDS atfects our immune systems, which is the Soone AR ho b:‘,ﬁ \ide that are right e yoms _]
system of the body which protects us against iliness People With AIDS : Ao :’m ho’q-..:‘d
(PWAL) immune systems are o weak that they may die from minos ,L’“,_,'.._..‘ t:
e o HIV IS transmitied through unprotectad sex, or sharing : ml“"":':z <
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“The ACT-UP Youth Caucus is out there trying to save lives by putting a piece grainy image of the
of latex between all those hundreds of middle and high school students who pamphletin the 6
are having sex, and putting themselves at risk for HIV and AIDS, every day... Dec. 1991issue. The
The use of a four-letter word is not immoral. The death of a young person, or

anyone, because of a lack of information or censorship, is.” quotes are taken from

letters to the editor,
Steve Michael and Wayne Turner, Seattle ACT-UP. Seattle Times. 12 Dec
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