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A Utopia Where -Life is Simple
Helen Haewon Lee

fo~efa'thers_'

!bat sultry July morning, I walked alone on the narrow­

dirt path in the countryside which led to my grandfathers

house. As I stopped to gaze around, I saw acres of plush

green tree-filled mountains, fields of rice paddies, and

tired, t hatched-roof houses scattered leisurely amidst. I

wondered how many times my rather had walked this very path

years before, enroute to an elementary school miles away,

seeking refuge during a war-stricken period, and to return

home at last, for the very first tille, from America.

Out-side was a busy world-modern and new, here it was

isolated, never changing, never touched. The utopia of my

innervision is this place, where lite is simple, calm, and

tranquil.

In the Choong Chong NamDo .providence of Korea, near the

city of Seochun, my grandparents still live where my

father and his forefathers were born and raised for

generations far beyond memory. Today, in this vast strip of

grassy land,stands the temples and tombstones of my great

I sense some unexplainab1y special ,.'eling when I

am on the land of my ancestry. where ~e roo.ts ot my

"tamily "are ti%1aly iIIplanted into the' rlbh $oU. I breath

the tresh air and drink the water lifted trOll the 'old stone
~ ;.; '" '. t" ..' .:~ ..

well, just as they did. 'Plateaus of greenland envelope me

> as I t~e in the brea,th:takingl~lb~uti~ scenery. As I

.waJte froiD a roosters cackle and .eat troll the rice paddies
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