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PROGRAM NOTE

Three Sonnets by Sri Aurobindo:
Settings for Soprano and Orchestra
By Diane Thame

For several years prior to composing THREE SONNETS I was
deeply immersed in the study of Sri Aurobindo's epic poem
SAVITRI, a study which continues. SILVER DEER, my 1980 violin
and piano composition was inspired by a brief excerpt fram
that vast text. Having musically opened the door with this
amall chamber piece I then wished to embark upon a larger and
truly explicit integration of poetry and music. From a collec—
tion of Sri Aurobindo's Sonnets written over a period of many
years I extracted three which emnbraced the subjects of nature,
death, love, divine descent and transformation. The order in
which I arranged these sonnets provided an over-all formal de-
sign and suggested certain contrasts of instrumentation, tex-
ture, linearity and temporal characterization between the move-
ments. I chose to use an expanded tonal language which at cer-
tain times becomes distinctly modal, as when a quotation fram
the SEDERUNT of the great medieval composer Perotin, is dis-
closed near the end of the third movement. This repeated
rhyme quotation begins with the words: :

"Nearer and nearer now the music draws,

Life shudders with a strange felicity;"
My primary aim throughout was to capture and evoke in the
music some of the meaning and beauty which these sonnets pos-—
sess for me. The music, in fact, became a way of resonating
these meanings.

The work was begun in July 1983 and completed, after
several interruptions, in January 1984. It is dedicated to
Madhav Pandit.
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