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July 20, 1963

(%) Tham Bun at House of Mr. La:

This morning there was a ceremony of tham bun ba:n and su: khwan at

the house of Mr. La: - the nakleng - in KPH. M?ny people from all over the
village attended and partock of his food and ;2;:::. Told that ceremony
held in his house every year, always in the 8th month. Held to placate

the ancestral spirits and to make the house, its inhabitants and visitors
happy«

In an inner room the two priests and a novice were chanting. When
this was finished, a bucket (or more properly a basket) of water in which
a candle had been allowed to drip and a twig was stirred during the chant-
ing and then was taken by one present and sprinkled con the rest of us
present. Then the priests went to the four corners of the house. At
each place they did as they had in the case of Mr. Hg's house, i.e. a
collection of food on a small piece of bamboo was propped up on a stick.
Then a string was attached to this to which the priests held. Then they
chanted. When they had finished, a hole was dug at the base of the post
and the food was deposited therein. This food was for the phl: ba:n.

Also a string was taken and wrapped around the house. This functions
somewhat similarly to the pﬁh:hkhge:n on a persons's wrist - a tying of

the khwin of the house, [z« /1)

N
Mr. Ngaw says that Mr. La: had this ceremony to get rid of the bad
influences of having been arrested by the police and thrown in jail. A

tham bun Ha:n ceremony is held in order to ward off accidents throughout

the year. Only richer people, or people who feel the need because of

extenuating circumstances (such as Mr. Hg: because of the deaths in his (3512
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| July 20, 1963 2s

¢w1) household) have the ceremony because of the outlay in money for food
and drink.
Today completed six more questionmaires. Spent part of the day in

town. [3+72
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