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SUBJECT ONTOGENY

Subject ontogeny is the life of the subject in
an indexing language (e.g., classification
scheme like the DDC). Examining how a
subject is treated over time tells us about
the anatomy of an indexing language. For
example, gypsies as a subject has been
handled differently in different editions of
the DDC.

SCHEME CHANGE

Indexing languages (schemes) change over
time. They do so to stay up to date.
However, there are implications for
discoverability when schemes change.
Understanding how schemes change is
part of ontogenic analysis and helps
designers thing about their future users.

COLLOCATIVE INTEGRITY

If an indexing language changes over time,
how does that affect the power of the
scheme to collocate? Is there a threshold
below which a scheme becomes useless?

COORDINATE
ENUNCIATION

Once we have examined the life of a
subject, we want to ask whether the
concepts in the indexing language match
those contemporaneously published
literature. We can now mine HathiTrust
data to answer these questions.

STRUCTURAL,
WORD-USE, AND
TEXTUAL CHANGE

There are three kinds of change
that occur through revising an

. indexing language (scheme). The
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