TAPE NO. 4, SIDE 2

Scotch 200, 1200 ft.

Subject: HB: Thian h8:y - WAt "Ommdra:wd:t, Mae Sariang

Date No. ‘Speed Time Subject
21/10/67 1 7 1/2 Thai percussion music in procession.
" 22 1/2 | " Background.
" 27 " Burmese orchestra tuning up in Wit
" 29 3 3/4 Burmese music.
" 122 " Thai percussion orchestra.
" 135 " Background
n 149 " Lay leader: Leading congregation.
" 156 " Lay leader: Requesting precepts.
" 160 " Chaiydld:p abbot: Leading congregation in Namo..
and sin.
" 189 "
" 192 " Monks: Chanting (NB Burmese and Thai styles)
" 230 " Background.
" 231 1/2| Lay leader: Request for sermon.
" 233 1/2| * Chaiydld:p Abbot: Sermon.
" 472 1/2| " Background
" 479 " Chaiydld:p Abbot: Chant.
" 484 " 'Thai' monks: Haiphon
" 509 " Background.
" 510 " Gongs and Burmese music.
" 518 " Burmese music.
" 712 " End
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The One Thousand Candles Ceremony (pithi tianhaeng)
By the abbot of Wat Chailapa

I would like to take this opportunity to give a sermon to
all faithful male and femal Buddhist followers (ubasok and uba-
éika) who are here with flowers, incenses and tapers, which are
presented to Lord Buddha. ™2 |

The sponsors of this event are Mr. Ton Carenyod and family,
his relatives, his frierids and all good Buddhist followers.S-u
They have brought 6ne thousand candles to present to bikkhus
and samaneras who have been invited from vérious monastary tem-
ples to receive these alms dufing'the Tianhaeng ritual cele-
bration.u—5 These candles are sacrifical objects which)are used
to worship Lord Buddha, his teaching"énd his disciplines.5-6
When we seek refuge in "some thin", we realize in our hearts‘
that "it" 1is good and will bring us soﬁe happimess..&'7 We
pay our respect and worship "i}" after "it" has been thoroughly
secruntized.8 /In a way the worshipping/ is our reciprocal act
in which we are able to return our thanks /to "11:"/.8"9

/This ceremony has been set off as an example of what I
have been trying to explain to you./ The sponsor has spent
/lots of/ money for to night's.ceremony,>in order to worship

10-11

Lord Buddha, the Dhamma and the Sangha. This is a right

kind of worshipping because the sponsof will be benefited from

11-12 There is a Buddhist saying /which explains

his sacrifice.
this sacrifical action/ as follows: "Worshipping the right things
y;elds worthy happiness."}2 Things which yielq;worthy happi- |
ness provide goodness which are /alwayé/‘benefiéalkto‘any /all/i

dOGQpl3 For example, when we /the do goddness doers/ engage in
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is no obstacle, no bad luck and no upleasant effect of the agti-
vity.lq This %s a biessing which brings happiness.15

/In the matter of chosing company/, if weAsﬁose the ones
who are not /socially/ accepﬁébie, we will be in tr*ouble.ls"l‘5
For example, if we have bad company who observe nq sila and dham-
ma, more likely we will be psrsuaded to behsve and do thin’,which
are upappropriate and against thé /social/ law and order and

16-17

against Lord Buddha's teaching. On the contrary, /if we

ghose to keep good company/ who chose to worship Lord Buddha,
to follow the Dhamma and to support the Sangha, we will be re-
cognized that we. have shoseh scholars (bundit) as our company.l&'20
There arﬁgour kinds of /bundit/ who should be worshipped with
flowers, incenses, and tapers.20 They‘are(l)parents,CQ, teach-
ers (khrubaacan), B) monarchs and“the Three Gems (Phra rattana-
trai). To worship them with flowers, incenses“ tapers, WOrshippersr
will receive lots of happiness (mongkhon).zl-22
Parents give birth to us and raise us. Any suffering
and happiness that may occur to us, our parents experiénce’it with
us.23"2q Therefore they are sacred to ss in any general sense.zq
To return our debt, we subport and worship them; and it is worthy.
_happiness. 2h-25 For this action, we will not be known as an
ungrateful offspring who disregards his parents' meritl,z.q 25/which
they have from giving birth and raising us/. We will receive
some worthy happiness (mongkhon) in return. 26
Teachers (khrubaarcan) w0 teach and give us all the know-
27-28

ledge which we do not bring with us from birth. We receive
it from teachers who teach us. They‘deservevour worshipping

which includes flowers, 1ncenses( tapers.28'29 They teach us
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to be a homest person and 6ther kinds of gopdness qualities /in
order to be a good person/,zg'30

Monarchs /who are our leaders/. In general, when many'dif—
ferent tribes of people live together, they are naturally differnt
in their behavior /and on other asp‘ects/.3l"32 There is a need
for a leader who /can/ govern his followers to live in peace

32

The monarch is the leader of /our/ nation.33 He

33

together.
governs with laws and orders. If a citizen breaks these laws
ahd orders, he shows no réspect for themﬁgq However, these laws
and orders which are given by the monarch, are supposed to protech
us and to prevent any chaos which may occur /if we live with no
laws and orders/35_36

We pay our homage and worship the Three Gems namely Lord

-

Buddha, the Dhamma and the Sangha.37 Lord Buddha 1is a self-taught

38

person who has achieved nibban through his own accordance. His

nibbanic achievement provides some benefits fo?Lis followers.39
Lord Buddha is serene and has no greed, no angéf and no obsession.

39-40

He 1s beyond these worldly concerns. All sufferings have been

distinguished from Lord Buddha, aﬁd he has entered nibban.‘m"al
B} Therefore Lord Buddha has great merit upon his followers.

He /has given us/ the Dhamma which as /a victorious flag/ leads
‘ﬁis followers to /achieve/ their /persopal victory/.l'3 The Dham-
ma shines like a bright latern; and its rays can get rid of the
/evil/ blind-folders namely,rgreed, anger and obsession, that usual-‘
ly belong to a person who knows nothing about the natural state /of
11te/."=%5 He does not realize that the Dhamma can shine into a

b6

person's heart and that he will regain his semeses and his wisdon.

And above all he will gain some light on the natural state of his
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46

own life as well as the others'. Lord Buddha has the Sangha

whose members are his dé@iples. who perpetuate Buddhism. 46-47 They
are the learners of the Vinaya, who /are responsible/ for spread-

ing it to all Buddhist followe#g_aéo will absorb the Dhamma of Lord

48-49

Buddha. Therefore'Lord Buddha, the Dhamma, and the Sangha

are the worthy happiness (mongkhon) that all Buddhists must worship/

49-50 50

honor and pay’hight respect to. How can we do that?

(1) To worship/honor the parents who give birth and raizse us,

we must behave and do what they teach us.sl','52

(2) To worship/honor the teachers, we must behave and . -

act according to what they teach us. We must not do what they for-

bid us.53-5u

(3) To the monarch, in order to enable us to pay our debt, we
55-56

must act according to the laws and orders which are his'creation.
(4) To the Three Gems, we must behave and act accqrdihg fo
the Dhamma without any flaws.57"58 There is a /Bﬁddhist/ saying
which states: "Anyone who'can overcome his own.behavior and act-
tion will be happy; }anyone yho pursues/ the Dhammavwill be happy;

and the Dhamma can protect anyone who lives according to the moral

and ethical codes (siladhamma).58¢59

Today Mr. Ton Carenyod, his family, his relatives and all of

you have brougﬁrall the sacrifical objects to worship/honor Lord

- Buddha, The Dhamma and the Sangha.so"61 From this worshipping, you

will recéive a great power which will turn you to be a person who

. 61-62

has firm mind /commitment/. You will be indifferent when you

hear praise, - have a Joy and/or happiness because /you are under/

the Lord Buddha's teéching’ influencé.62'63 VWorshipping/honbring‘

%,
e e . yoor oL
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the Dhamma is to worship/honor the greatest wisdom,which includes
all knowledge such as the knowledge of the natural étate of 1life of
your own as well as of bthers'63—6u /Normally/ we are all full of
greed, anger, and obsession, which exists in this wor'ld.61’(—65 As
Aong as thils world still exists, these things will not disappear
/from this wor'ld/.65 After worshipping/honoring the Dhamma, /we/
will realize that these things /behaviors/ are ordinarily typical

65-66

/behaviors/. When we use our knowledge, we will see that

faiiure or success 1s an ordinarily typical /happen:[ng/66—67 This
is a benefit from observing the Dhamma.68
The worshipping/hofnoring the Sangha will bring /you/ some
wealth which may.be cclassified into three categories namely this
worldly (manusa) weaitﬁ, the other worldly (sawon) wealth and the
nibbanic weal’ch.69-70 /When/ we do hOf receive this worldly (manusa)
wealth, we will receive the other worldly (sawon) wealth.70 This
worldly wealth does not include material wealth; but instead it re-
fers to /good/ beh::yvior'.?o"71 Anyone who possesses this kind of wealth
1s known as a person who has noble wealth (ariyasub) which is an in-

ner s’cr'eng’ch.,’lq2

+ He 1is known to have lots of noble wealth which is
more than$ he can spend /perhaps in this birth/.72 Anyone who hasf
no such wealth, he will find no one who wants to be his friend.'2-!3

| The wofshipping/hdlhoring will bring ldts of happingFS (mongkhon)?u
The flowers, incenses and tapers will be‘lieka 11t ! latern which
1l1luminates the entife sgghere. It will brighten up any darkness
/any darkspot in our‘heart/ 75-76

There are two reasons why we qabrship/thhor Lord Buddha with

77

flowers, incenses and taper. First, the 1it incenses and tapers

are like the glowing latern which shines into our heart.78: ‘. This

1s like the wisdom which will lead our lives to L ¥k Jlng]. —



Secondly, we must realize that the natural state of our lives are

Just 1like the sacrifical taper.78-79 When it is newly 1it, it has

good form which /is destroyed/ once it has been burned for awhile.79'80
This happening is Just what happen to our lives.80 After birth, we
must grow ana change ahd finally die.80-8}’ When we know this fact,

we must chose to do some good deeds which will yield some happiness
- 81-82
to ourselves as well as to other. Even 1f we die, our gooldness

is still alive and 1s praised by others.82'83 Bodies desolve but
our goodness. may never disappear.83 In a few days ahead, we all
will celebrate the Piyamaharaja's day.8[4 King Piya no longer live®
85

but his goodness does. This is why we still have preservakhis day as |
memory. He has made a great contribution /to our country/ and to

85 We still-worship/hQ?hor him with flowers, incenses
85-86 N |

’the world.
and tapers. This 1s an example which shows that eternal good-
ness livesiand exlists in this world forever.86_87 Ttﬁi}ves as a 8
good Buddhist who has heart like a glowlng light of a 1it latern. !
He has a glowing heart which lives forever and will get rid of greed,
anger. and obsession just like /you/ eternal wisdom§8-89 |
I request the hgﬂéssing of the Thfee Gems to be upon all of you
who have brough+flowers, incenses, and tapers for today's worshipping/

89-90 I request that you all recéive some wisdom which will

hoZnoring.
lead you to realize the genuine natural stage of &our lives,and get
whatever else>you may wish /to receive/. I request that yoahll have
good health and a long life to live;gl'g2 This sermon comes to

an end here.g3
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