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In 1594, while master of the court chapel at Modena, Vecchi composed
his famous L'Amfiparnasso, a three-act comedy based on the commedia
dell' arte characters. It consists of a series of madrigals with
dramatic characterization and plot, but no staging was intended., The
text of the Prologue paraphrased:

Although accustomed, O distinguished spectators, only to
contemplate tragic invention or comic entertainment, do
not disdain this comedy of ocurs. If not rich in scenic
embellishments, it is at least novel. The setting is the
great stage of the world, and this spectacle is perceived
through the mind's eye, and speaks to you through hearing,

not through seeing., Therefore, follow it in silence, and :
in place of looking, listen!

Fa una canzone: Write me & song without any black notes if you
really want to please me. Make it sound soothing and let it
end sweetly. Don't put in any harsh dissonances because my
ears aren't accustomed to them. This was the style which
calmed King Saul's unhappy soul.

Cf all the birds that I do know: This madrigal is set to a poem by
Géorpe Gascaigne, ,and 18 -a skit on the name of his friend,
Phiiip Sparrow, the poet. The theme is, feed the sparrow (any small
bird in Elizabethan times) and it will do anything to please you.
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