W

THE KHMER INSTITUTE OF DEMOCRACY

- Sapennigisntasdipiivings

there have been several serious national issues such as logging, the toxic waste dump,

the Khmer Rouge trial, and Cambodia's aid request to the Consultative Group of
donors at its forthcoming meeting in Tokyo.

K.I.D. appreciates efforts of the Prime Minister, ministers and high-ranking

government officials to address those issues and report to the public through various
channels. '

But K.I.D. has noted that neither the Prime Minister nor any other member of
the Cabinet has reported those issues and actions taken to address them to the nation

through the National Assembly, even if some MPs have requested such reporting from
the government.

Thus 1s utter neglect of a national institution which has appointed the
government and to which the government is accountable.

K.L.D. deplores such conduct as it is unconstitutional and very much
incongruous with parliamentary democracy.

The government had taken oath to abide by and respect the Constitution and
parliamentary democracy before they took office. K.I.D. appeals to it to honour 1tS

oath, 1f this oath is to have any meaning and if the government is to inspire public
confidence and trust.

Phnom Penh, 26 January 1999

Dr. Lao Mong Hay
Executive Director
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