
December 1, 1967

Ttl;> : t E13.: ra: by Phanasi t Company.

;,1 though th~: l:'J
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• A ,

prla:pa:Today the_ Phanas:t t Company 3pons,:)r~d a th3: t--_-:-_...;..-

(~~~e0~), the manager of the co~pany, had already ~resented 3 Kathin

at this tPlat, at -,'{at C~:IJ SU:TJ, and ',;Jat C;:l:!j Kham, this event ,-las being

sponsored by the COt'ilpany as a \'Ihole (at tho: l:J • A:n instigation). The

Tho2 purpose is to raise money to complete the bldg. of the nel'" VJiha:n.

All of the employees were asked to contribute. Yesterday I saw

the process of collecting contributions at the tobacco station. Cit

mentioned to a subordinate that the collecting and I accoth'1ting' mus t be

done.. Actually, the tobacco workers and 'iJorkmen on the buildings ('on-

tributea very Ii tt1""=--a total of '/;70 012- 3 per head) fro;" everyone !C'xcept

the officials. Cit siad "it \,·,Ion't i\ n~ach e200" frOf1 this station and

the southern station (in B. Pha:pha:). But everyon.::- gave somethi,ng.

,
Tho: J:J :):n says thct the Karen emplo::{':~.."s have bes-n par-:icu12rly

generous in donations. Some Karens have given 100-200 e and totally for

all 300+ Karen l,:,mployees and for other Karens \l/ho "Jor-"k as contract labor

of elephants the Sl-c~ arrived approaches 3-6000 e. The. Headrnan of B.

the corfl;;an.y gave s0'v'eral hlmdred t'a11t. In th2 evening, several tOh'!i

groupE johled in giving t·:) the evenL [,:Yl:?/G7--Cit says tbat the

Charles F. Keyes Field Notebooks, Thailand 
Original scanned version of typed notes

Written December, 1967 
Page 1 of 76



,
J.. , lS67 2

" 1_
J,-"<-_ 0:::

Company to ;,re~a.:.:>e thin~s for the evening ceremony.

~ere making fo~j in huge cauldrons o~med by the company and tiere also

7iaki~g the fr~ne of b~e 'money tree.' 'domer, \-Iere on t.lje 2nd floor of

the company bldg. making paper decora tions 2-,""1d the 'branches' of

money tree. I noted that a number of these women were not wives of

Phanasit employees. To said that these were women \'1ho belong to the

congregation of 'dat Mandalay and/or "like to make meL-it."

At noon, a meal \-las ;-;erved to those \,.:orking (men and ,,!Omen) and to

d group of Karen employees who had arriv<~ci to :xing their donations.

In the evening, another meal V!aS served to employees CKaren and non-

(,ar,::ns) '.'lho carne to p.3.rticipa te.

Actually, there were only about 8-10 Karens present in the evening.

They ir,cl uded the HI'_ of HB: tla: nand from 1'16: Ha:n or a n2ig;l-

boring village. They seemed to be elders of a sort. Two or three carried

silver pheW 'di th khryalJ bu:c:ha: and bottles of ':Jater for U1'" truat

,
na:m ceremony.

At the Prlanasit Company during tile evening, the Burmese orchestra

played and several men danc:;:::d in the 'Burrnese' style. Ci t said that

311 of the dancers as hlell as a nUITiDer of orchestra rnernbers "til/ere X I'/}on.

There-: I.-Jere a fev: high-status guests-- the nevi head of th"~ area

f ores trj division xciE1 ~\'\i t1 ) \..;ho had ju:;t arrived a \-.. eek a00 and his

wl£e, , and at the ~!r3.t, tIle manage: of tl1(: Govermaent

S2ving~) B:~:.rJ< and I1i.s wife.
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'money tree.' T;-:en about 9: 30, the pcoc'Ocssion began from th,:, Phanasi t

Company. dOf/tIYl I-I. S .. Road a]:;out II2 of the to house,

1'h.en. it up bIO

.:;rnaller processions, 211:-·;0 \tJi ~Jl 'money trees t ~/Jhich irJere cornposed 01

+'::ov.inspeople.

I~ whe e it turned left. IT turned left again off of Mai S~~3a: back

onto N.S. Rd.

On,ly on(~

ga.tioD (all flale), i.ncl udil'),g se\/e.ral l{art~ns, \,;ent llP on the pIa tforrrt

Also, a nwnber of the congregation, again including several Kar~ns,

gave their 't'Jater to for the truat
,

na:1D instea.d of pouring

t[H~mselves. The ',vater ,-laS poured into a single glass which the monk

poured during the chant. The whole service was in the Burmese style.

I noted that To and several of the Karens seemed to know t'V? Burmese

style of chanting.

At the ltJat we me-c an old 1:1Om21n '011-;0 .'oay;:; her father '.>las 1";on and )--,cr

~other kho~0yang.

::::'y the otb->r i!iC:cen present ho';] she lea.Ll1ed Burmese I she said '-.r1211- '-lJ':l.FLp
~> ' L -''- tfCVL .....

thexa ~ vi21r most trader::; useJ to cc:me from a Burr:l3. r,3thc:.'r than froIn the

Thai side an-d one pickelj -lIp Burrnese in the market. [ThUS, suggesting that

once Burrrlc0c ~us th0 trader lar..g .. • "A'-' 1In 1'1.::>. j
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December 1, 1967

Interview ',\lith 'I'ho:ng 9 9:n , Nanager of Phar-,asit

4

A

Phanasit Cu~~any.

Jane and I hee 2. long talk of T~O, the manager of the

From him I gained considerable idea of the personali-

ties involved if'.. the c.:ornrnerica 1 life of M.i\.

The preser'1ce of the i-ll..'f ':Jf ~lc: tIa: n, f~·Jh.o ~I-las said b1' \'Jornen presc~nt

to be the y·:ife of No.i ','!ichian, the m\1Tl,,,,r of the O:nu~a:ri:

store, led me to discover the following, prscscnted schematically.

~
.L •

froEi the list of village headt,i(:~n in the Distr:.ct office.] He is a

He is a vio'r'] wealthy

man, owner of many lowland rice fields and of elephants who are

contracted to the Phanasi t ComiJany •

.-,

.:..

::1.cross frcrii tJle cornpal1Y· Started 'riith elephants as basic

cap.i tal. ~""as very 'Thai-ized. Also has reputation a~; devoted Buddhist.

Currently w1vlell becCl.use he ~:las in an auto accident.

3. Na.':le? - Shall wife of Sa'v'Ja:

:1. Name '7-Da of ? and 3__no1/J runs Ctnrna: ri shop. Does not speak Karen--
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DecernbeL' J., 1967

5.. rJarn.e? - nainar!ese Chine::;e

r.. "1,,,,0-0/ "j·l-n r no';-e t - ~ . . l' t}- ht'~ ,~.• d .._. - .;) a, L.t '- .. no - L'J.Cl. as orlg.lnal-Y .,oug 1 j

C>. oJ ,) oJ
7 .;lichian ~ o:rrunari: (~b~~ otJ~~(n~ - mmer of shop and other

enterprises--visi ted Hainan :~;hen ooy-- "under-stando:: Chinsse but

doesn't speak it. 1I

5

I ~lso asked TO about 'mines' in f1.S. He ::;,aY5 that

there are 6' owned by the follo\rJing people:

1. SOp.lba t (trie owner of the hotel) - ovms 2 and 11as reques tf"~d to

open another one but has :1C.t yet done so. - 'l'oochin Chinese.

2. ~i;~iichian - Ovvl1S 1. (o;e"e above)

3. Thian (man 'dno recently died) - ovmed L HainanesC' Chin'?:se.

Not a local person. Orig. a govt. civil servant, but had much

money arid opened mine. 'dife and younger broghter nOVi managing

::line.

- m·ms one. 11$: Chinese.

5. Phanasit Company o~ms one.

Host Ki:lliXX are is brOt~ght out by boats. No roads into the mines.

TO's o'.·m faJ;lily is "Bunnese" by nis identification, (Sar::ga says tLEit

f.3.cher "";3.,; half-BurFiese, hiJ.lf-Hon and Father '·,;as BU.c,.ese). HO"'I0v~r, he

speaks vet-y Ii ttle B'urmese, bu".:. does s;;eak Thai ar;d NT fluently.
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At both the ",'lelr:::;onlinq C,::remDny:md evening a£f,3irs; few elite

The /\;nphoe sponsored

a football garne (loc,-:tls vs. g.ro·up from ClV1) tn tIle a.fternoon ar~d dancE'

music (Regior.al 30vt. Sav5.n9s Bank Orchestra) in the evenir.'] Hi ()rder

could afford it went.

Butterfly; t music by the Burmese orchestra; and music by the qroup

fr0In Bkk ..

the presentation had not taJ:en j)lace by midnight.
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02ce:nber

.Hissionaries

1967

I noticed a farang moving into c house next to the telegraph ~;tat~con

on 1"1.5. Road. Ap-

parently, he is t1r. HUdsboth, currently of :-l:J:t.~1 Pat COuts said that

evangelizing in H::>: t (they ~lave beem there for 10 years) and (2) be-

cause tne.::-e wen~ no\,! men:' P ",JO Kancn ('~!i th \vhom the Hudsboth' S vlOrk)

on this side of the mountains.

Th?ce is nO'v quite a c08ple:nent of mLssi0naries h",rc: (1) B3.ptists

\'lOrking :.-;:Lt': 3'k,).\·! K.2.Y-'en am~ runn.i..n'J the hospital includ'? the Coats, a

single ',IOrnar., jocto.::-, and a sj.. ngle ;'Joman nurse: (':?) the n"'it-; T:ci~:;es 11.issia::'"

that the Chu.::-ch of Chirst in Thailand (Presbyterian :.·;ill be statir.::ming

Charles F. Keyes Field Notebooks, Thailand 
Original scanned version of typed notes

Written December, 1967 
Page 9 of 76



Today"fa;;::he ::5n9' s (official) bir7~bday and U'f.' officials in bY~m,

Or) a pLstforK 'dere nine (I b8Jieve) monk:': (no

!1(yvices) •

CangVJ.3t having gone to Bangkok) and next to him \<fas the abbot of flat

~ h' k 1 ,. , ~ .. ~ tt toSlt..J. Hong~hon. A so represented '.·jere <llats Chalyala:p, l'-l lw'ong, Fine

Ommara: 1;·;a:t (plus several monks I ::lid not kno".·]). On ti1e floor of /,rr,(,

hall It/ere arm c:hdirs (front t'dO) , hard back chairs, and b"nches.

Calmost exclusively, if not entirely

offic:ials

black trousers) \'fhi1.", t:-12 re;-,t of In",le of£i,::ials 1>[(::1:e in the usual

khaki and mi1i tary unifOl:ms arfl the women primarily, l::mt not completely,

in navy l)luc::, skirts -31:d \<h.Lte blouses (thE: "uniform l1 ')£ the teac;-]er).

Inter-ningled among the officials were several men (no more than half a

dozen) in suits. These included i.Ja.t Than, the lawyer, i'l father of a

teacher (who is, according to Hark, aiming for the Prmrincial Assc~mbly),

the ), the deputy Public Prosecuter,

Public Prosecutor.

3:nd Sornbat. students in -;.lni-
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~icturc: of t~e

an off.}.cial ~.'.:~orn I diJn' t kno~·'! C3tTiE.:" for-~j~rd ,3nd reque.::.ted the precepts.

pace during on(~ p.3rt).

(wha'C he did yJi th it I I couldn I t se~) and then a sacrec thread 1,<1a3

passed
fir'sf.: attached tc::> the pictU.':T '.)f the': k~,ng and t'1~n~ along fro",

rnonJc to man]:::. •

."Ster th:o: chan ting ':las finished I during '·ihien. tr'r' a.udience had set,

for the most part in the~ position [exception: a Musl~~ teacher,

the '1lOnJ(8 retired backstage wnc,.t'2 they we.t'e fed a noon meal by a fe,,!

very high officials. 'wheD they had n.nished eating, thc monks restnned

t}leir pOGition. Then tile Nai Amphoe ,;ave a speech \,lhi·::h he read from

~ sheet of paper.

a tape c<-:;corder sir:>ul taneously ;'Ii th anot:ler c:Hnt hy the monks. At

the start ofth(= national anthem, thE' audience stood up anG at its

',:,ach time. Tr,en ') r>~ople, inclu.ding Hark Andersoc, pr'esent.:=:d gift:::; to
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Decer:'"tb·~r 5, 19(;7 3

J '.1l'1ch,'I. '-"1

La:
. .,
Lua~. Ju.c;..ng

J,,_ - .., .~

.!_'_:- •

DUL-ing i:he e\rent, I h<ld'l ch"mce to tnlk <.Ji th several officials.

T:-le net,v Public ProE.;ecutor ,-;;t:o }-}(1S oeen here three months 1 ,,",las tr'3.ns-

ferred from 3uriram. I'ie is a native of ..;\:"!ipha: 3e:ld:phun, C. Rol-et.

The new R Dalai: P~pha: Th~: is a cOMnander in the Navy. According to

Nark he "[CiS on::e~ liason between trle Tbai and Arne.d.can marines. He

"ias Troost recently '~in Roi-8t ~/here he had t,een posted in ?506 and kno;.,Js

The nevI C,.i ,c,f of the Border Police' C~lho5e 3 s ta.rs Nark 36,yS indi-
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Dece:nber "-' , 1 '?67

Asse:nbly, he p..sscr~bly•

at

'This morning VIr:! recei\r~ed an invitation to c1ttC?nd a. th5:t prla:~a:

It read as follows (type'JJritten):

"00/1ng to the fact that I wE 1 be maK.ing meri t. 'n¥ Tho: t rha: pa:

t ",'t ~ .. , ,. +- -' 1 't ' +' • ",-1' 'J" ta 'vCo·.::>l: cunryalJ In order ~o rlnc capl at .... or 0UJ_.1.-..'cn9 ':\ iac: 1.'10. er

tunk, I would like to :Lnvi L~ you to join in makj.ng neri t on the fGllowin;

day at these times:

5tll December 1967 G p.rn. decor~'Ltion
r .r;:
L01-

vJ::JP)15: i Sponsor

/Ie g,WE: zno cionatl'.m but d:Ldn t t attend.

versat.ion I learned
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i~:lJ S~:n.• 1'/10 are [!L'ison guards

t2Jc2 the eX2~ for being a policernaTl (h.e failed) e
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ueceiuber I·~

v I
1 C;:'7
..... /'-',

This aft-2rnoon we '.'<jere visited ;;y d young man I ,'J;-,0Se fal::i.ly ;)ack-

him as 3n a:.-;sis tant. for Da -~,. f:: [---Iar lowe for a
, .,

il/r11J.e

the Christian hospital.

d <>' v
(~'\0'\'S ~b~~~ ) and Iivet.; t\vO doors dO\vTl from

I-lis farnily is Christian.

He says that his father is a clerk in tr,e CourL He has 6 hrothers

district of:fice--:), and the other-.s .still :~tud~nt;-;. He ~l.iinself studied

(
\

comstructiont (roads ~ctinly).

Kan::T1 Problems

'-.Ii
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1967

Upon returning ::: ro~n a b:dJ,f trip to C:li ..cmgriai 11st night, vJe learned

the 5th. In for

of Dec:e:-::ber (pages 7 and 26), the foJ.l.o\·Jing account of the:: shoot.ing

occured (tC'. fr'ofl' Th,,1i):

O:~1ER OF MTI~E ATTACKED llJ HOTEL
SON ENTERS TO HELP, GRABS GUll, GL<\SES AFTER CRII'lINAL

) \"!olfram ;).1.0 l",::ad mine, jfJ~: 3i1riat,}

en the 5th

), a9'2d 38,

C' ,. ,.

Jlil!jl:

o\-me.:c of

District, standing ::;cnoking 3. cigarette in

front of the "Sor:ba.t" hotel, 158 ~'Jia!j Hai Road, Me: 'tJhich is

At t.hat time, thr'ee ;;-,en ·:':ntered asking for Na:i So:nbat.

right side, and fired a shot.. The ')ullet tore into

'V

(~ 'i{~<\.br;'G\), ag,o:d J.4,

renee.
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v,je!! t to corro"borab: [t:-,e e~lf:cnts] and to [order] an a.utopsy. A.:::cording

[ . .... 1"
ln01denej 15 likely to ;:'e

mi}~ed up -,.;oJ1th the IT::Lj1(~ ~~oncessiorl and [vritl'1 t:"'1C fact tI-E3.t]

iI5:l) S:):n provincial :lsseml-1Iy ..

':';;00,] soc5.l':ty.

Ir, any event I the chief of tLe police is going to £'0110'.-1 [til~: in-

the front p,3ge of its Decer"ber 12th issue.

CA1>JDIDArrE }~ILLED

The December ,?3 rnunir.:ipal electioI1 in T:-railand have ap:)ar-:~ntJ.y

cost t~~eir f1rst life 1 po] i-=.~~ r-€:"-p()l~'ted 1"1(::1.';::; last night.
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i

Poli"=;;:~ are investigating tllC poss.i:)ility, a police SOU!'C2 said. ~

that lo::al poli ti.cs may have b~~,'::r! connected "vitIl the shootin.g.

3

Two ~\lSp~cts were arrested a iew d~ys later

thir ) ~

!TiO'Liv~s, peGpl~? "Jere incli11ed to tl11pJ: that his business ven-ttlre pro-
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nursery fields \..;ere ':Jeing planted 'OJ Phanasj_ t eraployees. Frorn t~'2 to-

ba~:co stc~tion, th~~re J_S a l)rBT!ch road, currently 'under :~:()nstruction,

to the

the roadse

Ear U12 bcidges.

It is r'2ached }:,y pas;3lng through a Ph,3.nasi t camp \,jhere Phanac3i t trtlcks

and vehicles obtaiD gas. P..l thOUg!l other verlicles than those 1)elongit1g

to the Pha.na.,sit Co. and "villagers 2QG{ use this road, It 1:,3 norl(:;tl-::21ess
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into various viJ.lag-:<:: .3.101'1g the ,'Jay. 'l'he first b.cidgc: is across t~-ie

Yua~n R.

In B~ Ph3:

tj,sed by " .l\.a.: .1 d.ich.Lm. In B.

v

Di t tooK rne to m€;(~t t}1(~ head:tia:~ter, a re13 ti \,1.::: 1y

At tbe

I'iil] ~ie

It is located in rrarnbon Yuam ilnd con tains ;)1'1J y

for' the:: t.?achcr vias

l(aren' and tl1e;r;,~3elVQS as Ya: t

Karen use th~ reverse designation (~).

f(aren. f LO\iIla1'1d

s~e,-:'ifically about tl-;·.= Br3.hmar11;::.:r:1

aspect, he £OUll.d that they don! t reV0r~~= ~iva, e·cc. so I am :Jl1c~:rt;:lir1
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li ttL'? T:-tcoi

any 3ut by the 3rd the students arf:; Cit

Tl-r2 stud.ent.s, 'Jf ~dhich ther(:, (1r~: 42) apparc:ntly c..C2 all fror:1 the: vi11.::qe.

No kholliayang or lua" attending Pi'::' school.

1964.

'l'h€' school via:,; fo"lnced in

;·1·, ---.~•• - '.' (",,; ,.t. ;.....:.J(., .,.:1... :, '.:=;.:-',:: ·.T.I~..,~.~..T ."':- ..-.~ j-'.:•. on '~'·".".'r1·!~l·"'~""""-."'.J.0 '.~..,.-.·l:-..."'·")',···'..···'·"'r:'·; ·' L.'. - OJ' <> ~ ..

":h~j _."1" , i,:;"-
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J.ives i~ a s~rine ref~rred ::0 as

.-.l
(~(,)eJ) •

it "/Jill ',::OIn(~ d01:·,rn and pos:';ess a rnale rrrc:rr;,be.t~ of the household In v!rlich

the old l!c}oman 11ves • T'he spirit can only ;JosseS2, sorct2onJ:=: tn trlis house-

2rp j_ts descendents.

, r:; '\
, < ,

to

but lives in the fo~est near the;:' "".'at. IE .'1 person rc,ov"';s into the

and

to take and
, .

\:Ja,"L
v ..
C210 n3:.1. t ne",; Yf~ar f s f

(SO!J kr3.:n)

"-~'.

about

~ -u
'::::'~~~;:it:::,f J_rl t:";~~~ Ie :ril :?_n'-:i)--:i.,;:~) "/1;--1:) 'f}.:-:rJ~ C"~l11:<j r--l1:ij/3-: :-31,~~ ::;-Y,~i (~~I1tld~«e)

v ..

C3.:':~
\
) .
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At 103..S)':' ':' :,..7ir(~ns,:::,-c:'1 3<l:n he: 1.3,:·,.::i.: ('fr)%b\.:).l@-.I&Jl

proaching 400 hou';;a',oId.:;; in siz,e).

Visi t TO '3.ightr; t of B. Pha: :J;'ia.:

tion of

_. _ • _ •• "l
....., i· ,I,: 1: ,:;."::; ~. ',. .L. ~.ri.:: : ..

~ :~asred'

~ or-e:=: t t.o see the a ve~! .small

f'inall":l) .....,;<::.

) .
at
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~s it is lo:ally call~d)

A£t.f~r ,~ ni,3.rr2.::1gl:;: cerer:1ony t ~ i;:.; t.a}:en arid ,;jistribute(I 1.:0 all

vi.lJagers.

The f()llo~/ing :uajor spirits e::<1s t iii the v:tl1agE:

) :

'fed'\
I •

f't_. _ ·-1
( ~1'5"'iJ'l ''v~

v
) )';/jicr, liv':.'3 in ,:, s3:n G30 (~'\t\~~'1

f:1an cowes to live in O.·"iife's ~1()usehold •

in~l?finite p(=rlod of 'ti:ne 1,=-lter.

(/

until t'leir dca.t;;~ l)ut the oJ:hec:, y5:k kYx::J:pk:>.rua ( \,~np."S'~"tJfI~d \
j-
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December 22, 1967

&m ~ng /.
Honoring of Abbot of w,h SL,Afor Being Raised to Phra Khru. Status:

At W~t sI: Bun R~ang on the 20th, the dist. abbot told me that the abbot of

wat sL Bun R~ang had recently been raised to the status of Phr~" Khru. (Wlll-N"
IJ

and had just returned from Bangkok when he had been presented with his fan and

certificate by the Supreme Patriach. The district abbot said that there were only

250 monks of the same level of Phr~"Khru. (I don't quite understand the different

levels) in the whole kingdom. The district abbot said that a celebration would be

held to honor the abbot of wat Sr. Bun R~ang and later he distributed the follow-

ing announcement of the celebration:

SCHEDULE OF EVENTS

CELEBRATION [In honor of the] Certificate of Conferred

Rank Signed by the King and Fan Indicating Rank of Phra'"Khru.

Anusa: t Punya. Th::>.n

Abbot of Tambon Me sariang District, Area 1

wa t sr. Bun R~ang ~ sariang District

\J 0,) J J ~
Because Phra.. Khru: Palat Kham no:i AkJcha punyo. (r(,,, "r-ll';:)Ci\<i"lI"H,0"iJ co.;o'f'I ,~ H'l,),

•
Abbot of Wat Sr. Bun R~ang and Tamboo Abbot, Area 1, is a high Phra"The.ra' in

M& sariang District, he had conferred upon him the status and the insignia-fan

that is, the Phra Khru. rank which is

conferred in a certificate signed by the king with the name "Phr~"Khru. An~sa:t

Punya. Th::>.n" on the King's birthday, 5 December 1967. We believe that this is

great honor for the sangha and lay people in Ms.sariang district as well. There-

fore, the [local] Sangha together with the local government officials and the

wat committee of wa.t Sr. Bun R~ang and including his disciples/students have

organized a celebration to honor the monk [w/status as evidenced in] the certifi-

cate of conferred rank signed by the king and the ingnia-fan with the following

events:
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December 22, 1967 2

December 22, 1967

4:00 p.m. Organizing a procession of the certificate and fan at Wat

sr. Bun R~a~. Then, procession along various streets.

Then, return to the Wat for evening of celebration.

7: 30 p.m.

8:00 p.m.

Chanting by nine monks.

Sermon by Phra~Tham~: Ii:, Abbot of Region 7, from Wat

Phra~Tha:t Har! Phu:nchai, Lamphu:n Province.

1:00 p.m. Narrative movie and stage show (music).

December 23, 1967

10:00 a.m. Beginning of ceremony. The District officer will read the

certificate. The Sangha will chant the "Auspicious Victory"

). Then

Phra,>Khru.Gatha. Gifts will be presented to

("fir:- '('>\ J,,", C<'"\;r)(J~~ 7 )j"

• I

the clergy will be presented their noon meal. Alms will be

Prasa.t Punya. Tho.n

presented the clergy will chang their formal gratitude, and

Thus, all the

the ceremony will end.

good people (;flo bit
\

) of Me. sariang are invited to join

in rejoicing together in this celebration (in honor) of the royal certificate

and insignia-fan of Phra~Khru. An~~.t Punya.tho.n to the schedule of events

spoken of (above).

(Signed)

MA ~~. S h&• .=tr1.ang ang a

District Officer of M&.~riang

Committee and Congregation of Wat

Sr. Bun R~ang

All disciples and students
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December 22, 1967 3

The visit of the regional abbot made the celebration particularly auspicious.

This monk was passing through Me.Sariang on his way back from MHS where he had been

to arrange for the cremation of the late provincial abbot.

We observed the procession which included Fo:nlep dancers and people dressed

in their best, the Burmese orchestra, and a Thai musical group (percussion), and

a truck carrying the certificate and fan. No monks took part in the procession.

In the evening Mark Anderson, sanga, Phan and I went to the wat. There was

a large crowd, including a large number of people in the building where the ceremony

took place. However, this latter congregation consisted, in lar~part, of middle_

aged and older women and an equal smattering of young unmarried girls in their
below)

finery, (the swains were waiting~ and middle_aged and older men. There were also

a few children.

I saw few high_station lay people although the main assistant district officer

and his wife arrived during the regional abbot's sermon.

The new Phra~Khru. sat in a chair to the left (from the point of view of one

facing the monks) of the monks. In between the Phra~Khru and the 9 monks was a

to.~mu. holding the certificate and fan. The regional abbot and district abbot

did not sit with the "nine" monks. But when the time for the sermon came, the district

abbot introduced the regional abbot and the latter took his seat in the sermon

chair. The regional abbot talked for more than one hour (which he timed with a

traveling alarm clock which he carried in his bag). I couldn't understand the

sermon, because I couldn't hear it - there being so much noise from the people

outside.
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December 22, 1967

4

The sangha in M§: H5: J3 s! :n

The abbot of w!t sf: bunry.aJJ is not the only monk of Phr!'Khru: status
Mf:

in"'; H5:JJ S3:n. According to a work listing all of the high ranking monks

~ I, <Y J / 0 ""I n, cI,...,:;;~
and all of the wats in the kingdcm {'t.\..\1"-.! f)%YI:0'Tl-blt> Y\ } 6J"'1¥\~. I -n"i \\A>'i.rU 'Hr"'''')~6tb0',

. ) ~
o <>i J":" .; ( "v., ~,(,., if

liN:' ....,.,..."\1""'-'\111 r,",C"1~l -vv?)l~t;lI~lfjn) '7{. '-, , , 50"'!. 'Y{1:'KM": ",'Y'1}6.() ..nH 1:"'1-{, I

,,/ V)
')..~·Oq,\I\lI.C"I1.><')I~' vJt.Jrt., ~\\le.. 1"(';0('<\= \;..\-t..~, e..A.. ehcJ \d"...... ::,';;jtt: b:..t hYr"'f\rAJ~\~lu""r,

list of wats in MRS Province as living
"-LQ..\<...

This monk is a Phr~ Khru: chan ~

in MRS Province in 1966:
d I..J

1) 11t:"~ "'~~~')Jltjl\~ art ~",'Y') (Phra Khru:,S: l!w!ra.:!a:n O<ham 4.:i)J
v

who wasisaid in the list of Phra'Khru: to be living in Wat Kru, Ge.di:
S.:; (\

(~C\n\~,~i:' ) Mvat) District, Me.Ho.g/land in the

,; ~/
in Wat Do.n ~e .di:. (OG'.GVf)''rb ,Q;,)'\I), Myat) District.

Mv_at) District. He was

raised to this Phra; Khru: status in 1956.
\--.. ) / v C\ 'v ",/ I ' <". '-. ('-. ~ ((''- ?J-) J

;}'),,\,'I-.~Y"<:' '{,G) n~¢J()~G"'lr\l\ l r6!1;V'0 ) [~ Ph"...'" \(.\;\.'tJ,., .:>o,'?Y!o"C\C\..Su.w ju,W

~ D

who said in the list of Phra' Khru: to be living in wat Po:t) (X~J~
District, !'fIS.

He

status in 1959.

{Tha~n)J. Who was said in the listing of Phr~'
~~ .; \ ,

Khru: and the listing of wats in MlfS Province to be living in w~t ~i1llb- {0v.... ~-;><;IC18
'",,::,,'!-

v
ll).Q~

In the list of wats in MHS Province,he was said to be living in wat ~, place
?e~ \t.

He is PhraI<hru: Chan~ and is district Abbot of Pa:i District.unspecified.
\O.'\s<0

was awz';. ed t9 this Phra' Khru:
~)'nr::: fI~ ~..;.:l.~'rnv{I;:6""w lY',l-6)

[
' I ~,., .. .. At,.'Phra' Khru. Anuso:nsa:tsan~~

Khan Yuam District, MRS. He is district abbot of KhUn Yuam Dist. He was raised

to this PHr~' Khru: status in 1954.
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December 22, 1967 5

) ,

.". ~. t' "l " I -, , ~ ( Kro.:l 'C.; .\ ') ]
[:f'n,"'l \(\\[~, A,\u.~(\.-l: $0.. i\C< c"-." J

i
VIIa-\- C':>'j t.htAl'\'\

Khru: to be living in w+U= 7 2) Kham ~~~,

<2.:::> J
~ Kham, although

I J / ')
4) y-\S 1'\T'CJ"'rb~01 c\ -L-;) f', rv" :j lnr~ Ci'1.Q

r \ I

Who wes said in the listing of Phra'

M~a~ District., MHS. In the listing of Wats in MHS there is no Wat
C;)'j

there is a Tambon E!illi!I}. Khan, and ihis monk is not listed as an abbot af any other

(

Wat. He was raised to this status in 1950.

v " " " "J. 'lr I L I";. )JI l v ) tv"_!' ~,-", l\"q.V'\;-r..~",·,~",n","..."'.... '" \nn~"5) -rI r: ~b'C)~~O"I "'N~~t'\.l, tC)~140"\ .,._ ... -

Who was said in the lis ting of Phra Khru: to be living in Wat Co. IJ !la.~ (i;'~ f'\sn.4 )
c..,.~ \(.~.~

Ml.1a~ District, MHS. In the listing of wats in MHS there is no wat~ and this monk

is not listed as an abbot of any other wat. He was raised to this status in 1955.

In addition to these five (not all of whom may still be alive), the Dist. abbot

of M.S. was raised to Phra' Khru: status in 1966.

According to McFarland's dictionary (p .18 3), Phra' Khru: is defined as "the 'Titlt...
<.ou."~OI'"'

for a Buddhist monk who serves in the capacity of a teacher or a.sceeter." Wells

(Thai Buddhism, p. 184) says there are twenty sub-divisions of the Phra' Khru: status,

but does not elaborate. He also says (p.184)

In considering ecclesiastical rank, the monks may be divided

roughly into two groups, - those with the title of Phra' Kru (~)

and higher, and those below this level. This division is not wholly

arbitrary because all the monks with the rank of Phra Kru or higher

receive ~"'" the king a rajadinnanama [,.,6"\"\lo~~'"I)J I - ra.cha.th{nna;:i~]

or royal Pali name when nno mated from - lower grade.~

Finally, he says (p. 185) "Monks of Phra' Kru grade have various duties such as heads
o{'"

of provincial committees (Provincial Abbots), as abbots, as staff members,~as teachers."
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6
December 22, 1968

The book listing all high ranking monks and wats in the kingdom ;t~!..s '~"I:~"l,·tr1.)

provides the following additional information on MHS province:

total

Arripha: Myang
(';:lot') ~Iro«", '"

Tambon <S-e-s;kham (~~'"\

Tambon Pa: tJITl~~ (J-w '\.I~ )

Tambon Mo:kcampe: (,"~€ln~,j)

Tambon Pa.imapha. (~'W)l:~" )

Tambon

Tambon

, \

Ph~ : bo : 1) (t.:>.... 'IJ'i).j )

lvo/,)~~h~ )
H(iai Pro: 1) (n I T Jio£ )

7
~

wats

5 wats

5 wats

1 wats

3 wats

5 wats

26 wats

Total

+-ci; cl ,..,

Tambon Wial)ii (\').....sq~

......

Tambon Me: chI· (I\~ i
N(I..·. 'ia\:) \ ~

Tambon Me:Ng,T7Il!l (\I~~I0r3

Tambon Thu1) ¥a:.

Tambon Wia 1) N~ a

I
("I'l..l ~'l'?,
.... <4

(ItJ~ ,'\\1-\oi'V

4 wats

5 wats

3 wats

2 wats

5 wats

19 welts

Ampha: Khoo Yuam

Tambon Khoo Yuam (,~v?")..\ ) 3 wats

\

watsTambon Mi: Ngao ( ,,~ l~" 1

Tambon M't_aIJ Po:lf (~~ J~ 3 w"hs
,

Tambon Me:la:lua1) (1l:J t;)')""~ 3 wats

total 10 wats
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December 22, 1968 7

Amphe: Me: S6,riaJ;J
~~. • <:>l

Tambon JItIEi S~ria.J;J (11~.!,.n~ 9 wats

Tambon ~:n Ka:t (,;,% f\'~ 5 wats

Me:la:Nt:i
\ v

Tambon ( 1\~;:n 'H.'CrV 2 wats

M'e :Kha" tuan
I

watsTambon ( 1\)1 <?I~ 0\')110 2

Me:
I

watsTambon Yuam (,,~ cv?:U 4

Me KholUJ
I

watsTambon ( II)) ~...$ 1

Total 23 wats

Total No. of w~ts in Province 7~ Wats
on

The following is the more complete data. Ampha: Me SariaJ;J:

Wat Tambon Head of wat

(Phra'>Kham)

(Phra'>Kh~:nto:1J

( Pha'>MiIJ)

(Phra·~.t)

(Phra'>~an )

~o;Athfka.n sI :Thon (~'1t;)\1"tl"
a\-;!""'~")v

'rlr~ 'IJCIl0"\~ ( Phra '> Buntan )
I ~

<v /

~I'-G;t,":l ( Phra •~an )
.....

'rtl:. ).)y\' 1\W'J,
~I

~~~~

~
~r:. :l-l.Q

~r:~Q'\

II II

M&:SarialJ

Me:SariaJ;J

Me:SariaJ;J

B1i:n K~:t

Me :sariaJ;)

Me: SarialJ

Me:SarialJ

sam Ka:t

,'" ~Me:SariaJ;J

M'" S'" .e: ar1.aq

sa:n K~:t

sa:n K~:t

Me:la.No:i

),

(arunara:wat)

(~haiyala:P)

A I
(Me:top)..

phQ.;

(Tha:~pUm)

(Wo.H.3:n Khun)

dI
;:nJ )1\,1")~ \4 fJ

• «oJ
I\)J Q'\'U'\J

, v ~

"', t..:l' \J~
I

~()'U1rA~
I

,.,.
tJtthaya:rom (<y1Y\l<:Jj~~~

..Joj
SuphanralJs! (~"Hfr~,oS ~ )

I
, C\

S! tth!molJkhon J.. (~'Y\" ;,I.af\-;J

~ ~ /
KI ttlwoJ;J (nC'lWl~V'<

sI :bunrva IJ (~t{l'J i'¥e.e

~o:m~e:1J (nG~l~ )

w~·t
~anthara: wirt CX'l4o"Y\ni")"\~
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December 22, 1968

w!t Tambon Head of Wat

I
'ti,c.:>,

I
1I~~':ty)~

J Cl
~"G')-U

(Th{lrJ Phs.m)

MS.Yuam

MS.Yuam

MS.Yuam

Ms.Yuam

"r\n.tr1J

'- ..,; I\. r
'Yih'"'''1l1i~~1l( 1"I'W<,t

'Hr,,-~,...JtJ'Y

'ti r,,- Jj 'n)

(Phra. Sam)

(Phr~" Athika.n
~anthip)

(Phr&- Insuan)

(Phra"pr\.p)

(Phi.!" Buntha.)
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Robbery of Khun Ngao Khamwicha:, Ban Nong Tun, December 23, 1967

The following are documents concerning the attack and robbery made on Khun
Ngao Khamwicha: in Ban Nong Tun on December 23, 1967.

1) In a letter dated March 2, 1968 sent to me (Jane, our son Nick, and I were then
living in Mae Sariang~ in northern Thailan~ where I was engaged in another
research project), Khun Ngao first informed me ofthe robbery. A typed copy of
this letter is included among these documents.

2) In a follow-up letter dated March 18th
, he wrote ofbeing depressed because of

having to pay bribes to police and other officials to gain assistance in
apprehending and prosecuting the robbers. A typed copy ofthis letter is also
included.

3) On May 5th
, 1968, while on a visit to BNT, CFK interviewed Khun Ngao. In the

interview, he related details ofboth the original incident and the problems that
developed in the aftermath. A transcription ofthis interview is included. The tape
is catalogued as T/4N/68 and has been digitized.

4) Khun Ngao also wrote out his on account of the incident and aftermath. This
document exists only in handwritten form.

CFK wrote an article about this incident based on the interview which was
translated into Thai and published anonymously under the name of"Our Special
Correspondent." as "Connai cak isan" (Letter from the Northeast), Social Science Review
(Bangkok), 6.1 :89-94, 1968. The English original, entitled "Where Can I Tum for Help?
The Story ofa Northeastern Villager~" was prepared in mimeographed form in Seattle
[University of Washington, Department ofAnthropology, Thailand Project, 1968].)

This cover note was written on November 29.2006.

\
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December 23, 1968

George Po:

1

•

Today we went to Chiaijffiai to spend the Christmas ~lidays with friends there. In

the evening, 'George POt who has moved to CM t came over to Petes fp a visit.
So""rr-~+ So"".,Ic>'O.-\

He said that he was a friend of~ and had offered to let ~l stay at his
q

house (No.7, S9i., ~ara.n Prathe*t Rd.) when he came to C.M. He said that S&t~t ~s oJ CZA \'h

was due to "money and power.,". He was also more specific in alluding to gambling cQ~~~

OUJ'ld sO"""" ~"'-\. He gave a description of sam~t 's death which ~a.$ w~ \l~ c;o.:>o~ ~ c)~

In connection with Sembcit's death t George said that he himself had to move from

Mae Sariang because things were getting tao dangerous for him there.
t:o..t'(!" •

We got talking about types of~. He said that To_~sU. (Taung bou) are very

closely related to the P'wo with little differences in language. However, the

T~~su. have a writing system developed in Buddhist monasteries whereas the P'wo have
~M.~lo'j

one developed by Christian missionaries (both scripts f~ Burmese characters).

The To.~su. are very often Buddhists. In Burma t the To.~su. are called Pao. He

said that the young abbot of wat Ommara.wa.t is actually a P'wo even though he identifies

as T~~su. (Pete says Benny says the same thing).
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December 27, 1967

Monument on Road to Me. Sariang:

Several times on travel to and from Mae Sariang I have noticed a monument between

KM 25 and 26 on the MS - Ho.t Road. Today I stopped and read the inscription. It

was a memorial to a group of employees of a local company who had been killed in a

car accident at that spot in 1958.
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December 28, 19&7

Border Police School in sain Dong

Today I was visited by two BPP school teachers who came to extend the invita-

tion rentioned previously~by the District Abbot, to trek up to sa'n Dong for a

celebration in honor of the opening of a new school in satn Dong. For the cele-

bration, there will be five monks, two other BPP officials, maybe someone from the
e~,....~

Amphe. oee~~eimlal office and several others. The schedule of events as given

to me by the ehief BPP teacher is as follows:

January 9th A ~ •Travel to M&.la.No •• '

January lOth Leave M&.la.~.~; climb to satn Dong

January 11th sa~ Dong - no activities

January 12th Beginning of ceremony: During the day there will be

l 'performances by children and hill people. In the evening

there will be ramwong and a movie.

January 13th During day, performance by children. In evening, ramwong,

a movie, something called so.ida.o (~V~1~ - lit.

'-gathering stars',- and religious and official ceremonies.

January 14th During day, performance of children and ttDance of Planty"

(;;f~,., ~'I:r ) by hill people. In the evening, ramwong,

a movie s'&idao -\hl'o\'\'~""\'i.& (\~'t\+.1---
End of celebration.

\
A 'A " ,.. Iv ~ II _

The BPP headmaster for &iin Dong, whose name is sanan SJ.!J Suwan ('WoO' Q~" ~~ ~I)rrt'll..

organized this festival to bring monks and officials into a hill village. In

this case, the Village of Rain Dong is a ~a~village. He says that there are

people in the village who don't know what a Buddhist monk looks like. The
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December 28, 1967 2

District Abbot, with his strong interest in the mission to the tribes, is going

to be one of the attending monks. He also plans to spend 10 _ 20 days visiting

their tribal (Karen and Lua' villages in the area.

aain Dong is administratively in Me.La.N5.i sub-district, although it is

thought of as having a M&.s~riang school. The school has two BPP teachers _
'{~,,~. \- "',

~nan and~'k~e.ra.9kUl\ (.....~ ~.~,~ ~'t')3~~T) - and one government teacher _

eha. tde. t W!na. sath!t «(~ ",t 1)1Io.J~~ ). I shall refer to these teachers as 1, 2,

and 3. Numbers 1 and 2 were my visitors.

" .Number 3 is a Karen, his father coming from B. HUaI PhuIJ and his mother from

another Karen village. Both are teachers and Christian. He is also Christia~

but Number 2 said that in Bain Dong his Christianity had disappeared ("I\,1IJ N;; ).

He not only speaks Karen and Thai, but also Lua*.

Numbers 1 and 2 are both married, but fheir families live in M. S. and not

in the hills. Number 1 is originally from C.M. and has been here in M.S. over

No. 1 originally spend three months in

three years. No. 2 is originally from Chacn..IJstO and has been here two years.
Pt·

B" P~.* school before transferring

to BSin Dong. No.2 has been in ~tn Dong since arriving in M.S. No.1 says

he speaks lua~ fairly well and No.2 says he speaks it a bit but finds it difficult.

The school has existed in ~tn Dong for three years, so there has not yet
LA·1.ll~

been any graduates. The students come from ~li:n Dong and a few from B. ~.

There are no Karens in the school.*

In becoming a BPP teacher the BPP officer. volunteers. He is then sent to a

on teaching for 1-1/2 to 2 months before being sent out to the school.

He uses the Minister of Education curriculu~except for one initial book in learning

\ ...,
*The official name of the school is r.r. cho.",clt:."f\ bamru!J thi. 64 (tr. b,ol\~~ "'''r~'''' ,01

i.e., Border Police School Number 64.
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DeCember 28, 1967 3

to read which has been designed especially for tribal peoples. It apparently

understresses tones and initial consonant characters. Both teachers think it is

difficult teaching tribal people.

Batn Dong has one Christian family (it used to have two). No.2 spoke highly

of Don Schlater's pro~ss in speaking Lua?, but No.1, however, was very interested

in the fact that I was reported to be a Buddhist. He was anxious to invite the

monks to the hills to let the lua? (who often elamm to be Buddhists according to

No.2) come into contact with Buddhist monks.

Charles F. Keyes Field Notebooks, Thailand 
Original scanned version of typed notes

Written December, 1967 
Page 71 of 76



December 30, 1967

Gathering of the M.S. American Community:

About a week ago, Weaver Gim, the American Consul in Chiangmai had paid a

visit on the Coats' to inform them that Leonard Unger, the American Ambassador

to Thailand, and his wife would be visiting M.S. for an hour or two on the 30th.

mission

Tribes Mission), the HudAbCths (OMF Mission who(New
tb.T
JoMot), Binnah sawyer (A.B. mission doctor), Peggy Smith (A.B.M.S. from

The Ambassador wished to meet all the Americans in town and so Pat invited the
~

have recently.toSChlate~

nurse), Mark Anderson (Peace Corps volunteer), and ourselves to come to the Coats'

house at a little after 12:00 to have desert (The Ambassador, Consul and party

were to eat a ~ lU':C. lunch on the way). This was the first full gathering of the

American "community" in M.S., although Bob Coats, Don SChlalef1 and two of the

SChlaten children were away. The ambassador, his wife, Weaver Gin, (American

Consul in C.M.), his wife, and the head of USIS in C.M. did arrive at about 1:15,

stayed for only an hour, and then were taken to the airport where they were picked

up by an Air American plan and flown to MHS.

Missionary Work in Mae Sariang:

Prior to the arrival of the Ambassador, I had a talk with Ed ~-~~

about his work with the P'wo Karen. He has been working in Thailand 12 years,

and a. though he has had assistance QT"\ o...-.d"'\1 ~ others, he currently is the only

OMF missionary working with P'wo Karen (there is an ABM missionary working with

the P'wo in Kanchanaburi).

Although there is a literature in P'wo Karen using Burmese script and although

he originally used the Burmese~ is his work~:'he now employs a Thai

script (which he devised, partially with the help of Bill Smalley). There were

several reasons why he abandoned the Burmese script for Thai script. (1) There is
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December 30, 1967 2

(

only a 60 percent overlap in vocabulary between P'wo as it is spoken in

Thailand and P'wo in Burma; (2) There are phonetic differences; (3) The

syntax of Thai P'wo is much closer to Thai S'kaw than it is to Burmese

P'wo. Consequently, learning the Burmese script for P'wo would not

immediately make it possible for a Thai P'wo to read Burmese P'wo literature.

In fact it would take almost as long as learning another language.

I asked about the old P'wo Christian group in Chia~ Ra:i/Lampa:~.

He said that these P'wo were converted by S'kaw evangelists and thus know

Christianity through :'the S!kaw 11terature. He said that Mettj (the local

PQs\-o< here), his brother Khru:San who works in the Siam Commercial Bank

in Chiang Mai and most of the other evangelists in the S'kaw church are

actually P'wo; but they don't know the P'wo literature.

I told Mrs. Schlater about the one Lua 9 student in the secondary

school who had put down his rationality as "Lua 9
". She commented, "The

Lawa didn't have any pni~ in their own people until we taught them to

be literate."
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December 31, 1967

G0
Cockfights:

This morning Cit took me to the cockfights which are held every

Sunday in Mae Sariang. This is a very masculine affair which draws mainly

lower class and lower middle class Thai. I wasn't aware of anybody being

'tribal.' The fights continue for as long as there are pairs to fight.

There is considerable rough humor, gambling, and drunkeness associated

with the fights.

Karen Working for Thai:

For the past week or so, 2 Karens now have been working for our landlady -

getting the courtyard clean in preparation for La:'s wedding on the 3rd

of January. Mark Anderson commented that a number of Karens work for shops
G"J

in town, doing very menial tasks for very low pay. Bob Coats thinks that

a large number of Karens who work around town or beg at the wats are

opium addicts. In any event, there does seem to be among both Thai and

Karen a belief that the Karen are in something of a servile position to

the Thai.

Funeral:

Today we attended the cremation of an old (89) woman who lived in the

Phanasit compound. She had once worked for the Bombay_Burma Co. (she had

lived here since the age of 47) and in the last 15 or so years she had been

%
paid a 'pension' of ,130/month from the Phanasit Co. She apparently had

~~()

no close relatives living in Mae Sariang and so people at the Phanasit Co.
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took it upon themselves to arrange for the cremation which took place less

than 24 hours after her death.

We observed the cremation from the point at which the procession passed

our house on the way to the communal cremation grounds on the Mae Hong Son

highway. At the grounds, the catafalque was set down and some of the

decorations (paper flower wreaths) were taken and hung on a nearby tree.

The casket was opened and the corpse's face was bathed with coconut water.

White cloth, hanging along this catafalque, was lowered. Then 5 priests

came forward and chanted (what Cit called bangsaKun) over the corpse, took

the white cloths, and returned to town. Then some men piled wood under

the casket and poured kerosene on it. A woman made a small fire and each

one present was handed a bunch of kindling and/or a packet of incense.

..
Each person lit these from the small fire, took them to the pyre, ~_ed

with them, and then threw them onto the fire. The kerosene lit the pyre

easily and the burning didn't take very long. Some of the woman's personal

effects were burnt with her.

One young man who seemed to be more closely connected with the women

than the others had a long skein of cotton thread wound around his neck.

He mentioned that it had something to do wi th phI:, but I didn't qui te

gather what.
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IJlMA Shigeru, Personal Correspondanoe, 31 Deo., 1967

•••Let me answer your questions from an upland S'gaw Karen village and

then to a lowland S'gaw Karen village. The former is Ban Mae Hald in Amphoe

Mae Sariang ['"According to the head of the Tribal Development Center at

Mae H9' Ijima lived at thh oenter and commuted to his village. This would

make the village in Ta'1lbon Mae Saria:n.gJ, and the latter ie Ban Phamolo in

the out-skirt of Mae Sarieng township. The headman of the hill village is

Ke Kungu who lives in the village, but the hsadman of Ban Phamolo is a Thai

living in fron! of the Border Polioe Station at the corner of the air-field.

As for the religious identity of the Karens, almost all of the hill

villagers are quite indifferent to ''Buddhism'' except some very superficial

emulation such as pressing their hands together in the "animistio" prayers.

In the hill village, there were some 6atholic oonverts but almost of them

exoept one woman have moved to Mufa:n. with an European father. The villagers,

however, are indifferent to the religion also.

In the second village, although the villagers tend to attend most of the

Buddhistio ritual activities as the local Thai do, it is obvi~s that eVen the

elders of the Village do not know the real signifioanoe. The Karens say "we go

to wet as Khon Muang doj". In the extreme instanoe, many of the villagers eVen

did not know the da e when Songklan festival would start in 1966. Not a single

boy has bsen ordained to either novioe or monk due to their ignoranoe of

workable knowledge of Thai languages, a:n.d aimittedly of Pali.

Conoerning the education, nothing has bsen given to the hill Karens, and

thus the male youth can oommand only very poor northern Thai, but the other

members of the community, generally speaking, do notunderstand other languages

but S'gaw Karen. It goes without saying, l!0 one oa:n. un4ersatnd standard Thai.

One or two of them can:read and write Karen soripts ;in an elementary level.

In contrast to the hill Karens, a village school has been established in

the plains village for several years, and some ofthe boys and girls now

understand some standard Thai in writing, reading and speaking. As other

plains Karens do, all of the adults of the Village can speak northern Thai

to some extent, and some of them mad and write S'gaw Karen.

In t~is conneotion, it is a pity that I can give you only an impressionistic

informatio~ as I mentioned above, since I have not finished compiling ~

field data because I have been completely oocupied with theJlnew appointment

at the Department of Agricultural Economics. But I will write an article

dealing with the literaoy and languages of the Karens in t"e pertinent areas

in coming year as soon as my present field work is over••••
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