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Bun Ryang P
Honoring of Abbot of Wit Sigafor Being Raised to Phfa'Khru. Status:

At Wit sY: Bun Ryang on the 20th, the dist. abbot told me that the abbot of
wit sY. Bun Ryang had recently been raised to the status of Phr§’ Khru. (*ﬁiﬁg' )
and had just returned from Bangkok when he had been presented with his fan and
certificate by the Supreme Patriach. The district abbot said that there were only
250 monks of the same level of Phrd Khru. (I don't quite understand the different
levels) in the whole kingdom. The district abbot said that a celebration would be
held to honor the abbot of Wit SI. Bun Ryang and later he distributed the follow-
ing announcement of the celebration:

SCHEDULE OF EVENTS
CELEBRATION [In honor of the] Certificate of Conferred

Rank Signed by the King and Fan Indicating Rank of Phr&’Khru.

Anisd: t Punya. Tho.n
Abbot of Tambon M& Siriang District, Area 1

wit sY. Bun Ryang ME Sdriang District

e Ko & s c)ox) J &
Because Phrd. Khru: Palat Kham n3:i Akkh4 punyo. (ﬁh?f$nmanwu@11caanqq

Abbot of W&t SY. Bun Ryang and Tambon Abbot, Area 1, is a high Phrd’Thé.ra’ in
Mé Sdriang District, he had conferred upon him the status and the insignia-fan

of Phrd Knhru. Sdnya.but (w=ardudsders ) that is, the Phrd Khru. rank which is

conferred in a certificate signed by the king with the name "Phré " Khru. Andsa:t
Punya. Tho.n" on the King's birthday, 5 December 1967. We believe that this is
great honor for the sangha and lay people in Mg&sSdriang district as well. There-
fore, the [local] Sangha together with the local government officials and the
Wit committee of Wit SI. Bun Ryang and including his disciples/students have
organized a celebration to honor the monk [w/status as evidenced in] the certifi-
cate of conferred rank signed by the king and the ingnia-fan with the following

events:
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Robbery of Khun Ngao Khamwicha:, Ban Nong Tiin , December 23, 1967

The following are documents concerning the attack and robbery made on Khun
Ngao Khamwicha: in Ban Nong Tiin on December 23, 1967.

1) Ina letter dated March 2, 1968 sent to me (Jane, our son Nick, and I were then
living in Mae Sariang, in northern Thailand, where I was engaged in another
research project), Khun Ngao first informed me of the robbery. A typed copy of
this letter is included among these documents.

2) In a follow-up letter dated March 18®, he wrote of being depressed because of
having to pay bribes to police and other officials to gain assistance in
apprehending and prosecuting the robbers. A typed copy of this letter is also
included.

3) OnMay 5%, 1968, while on a visit to BNT, CFK interviewed Khun Ngao. In the
interview, he related details of both the original incident and the problems that
developed in the aftermath. A transcription of this interview is included. The tape
is catalogued as T/4/V/68 and has been digitized.

4) Khun Ngao also wrote out his on account of the incident and aftermath. This
document exists only in handwritten form.

CFK wrote an article about this incident based on the interview which was
translated into Thai and published anonymously under the name of “Our Special
Correspondent.” as “Cotmai cak Tsan” (Letter from the Northeast), Social Science Review
(Bangkok), 6.1:89-94, 1968. The Engllsh original, entitled “Where Can I Turn for Help?
The Story of a Northeastern Villager,” was prepared in mimeographed form in Seattle
[University of Washington, Department of Anthropology, Thailand Project, 1968].)

This cover note was written on November 29. 2006.
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