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CULTURAL COLUMN-=

TRADITIONAL HOLIDAYS I_N KOREAS Contiuesz

Dan-o(May 5th)

The fifth day of May on lunar calendar
is called Dano, This is the middle of
the spring and the summer follows
soon, Country side is covered with
green leaves and many flowers start to
blossom,

On this day village people eat special
rice-cake of mugwort., People also
crack many nuts which, it is said, will
help to get rid of the summer diseases,
On this day, it has been said that
people present fans to one another.

One of the very special features of
this day is the swinging mostly enjoyed
by young girls,It is beautiful and
peaceful scene to see these swingings
all around the country side.Another
special feature is that girls wash
their hair in water specially boiled
with the iris flowers, It is believed
that their hair would not fall out,

but would grow as the stem of the iris,

Chilsok(Vega Festival) .

“Chilsok"” is a day which contains a
very sentimental story dated on July
"7 in the lunar calendar. Acoording to
the legend, two lovers who met once
but should depart each other, will
meat once in a year on this day. It is
sad that they should say goodbye
eventhough they really loved. It may
be that this kind of love would be
very common in Korea tradition.

The two lovers in this legend are
Jiknyo and Kyoun-oo. Jiknyo was a
granddaughter of the highest one in
the heaven and she weaved very well,
Kyon-oo was a shepherd in that town.
Each loved the other so much, but
did not marry, The highest god felt
sorry for them because they did not

22

marry., So he married them, So much both
loved each other from the very day of
their marriage, they almost forget every
thing beside their firy feeling of love.
and idly whiled away thir days.

Being angered by this the highest god
ordered them to be seperated for their
better future, one to the east and the
other to the west across the long Milky
Way. Now they should be seperated even
though they did not want this, They
missed each other accross this Milky
Way which will seperate them forever,
They were so sad and eried for to meet
each other, The great god felt compass-
ion and decided to allow them meet once
in a year on this day.

When this day comes around, the legend
says, Kyoun-oo and Jiknyou wash their
carriage., The water fell down when they
wash their carriage and it becomes rain,
So pecple call this rain Sechowoo which
neans the rain of washing a car., If it
rains during the daytime of July 7th it
is said these are the tears of Joy the
two stars shed, and if it rains at night

it is said these are the tears of depart-
ure, . ‘

It is said that all the crows and magpies

of the world make a bridge connecting
the east. and west of the Milky Way on
this day so that the two lovers, Jiknyou
and Kyoun-oo, can meet, :

* The Chusuk and Dong=-Gi which
were scheduled to be presented
will be featured on next issue
due to shortage of page in this
issue,
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