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Tonight’s program, A LITTLE NIGHT MUSIC, is the second of the School
of Music’s Mosaic concerts. Collaboration between such diverse areas
such as music and astronomy is unusual enough at first glance, but
what also makes this evening’s event unique is how the concert
unfolds. A mosaic is an entity made up of tiny beautiful pieces, none
being complete in and of itself. Like its namesake, this “musical
mosaic” also consists of tiny bits and pieces. These many and varied
works are juxtaposed and intertwined in sometimes unusual ways to
create a larger mosaic we call 4 LITTLE NIGHT MUSIC.

Artists have long sought to understand the night, to deal with our
natural fears and instincts, and to explore the many moods and
emotions surrounding the night through musical and poetic efforts.
Conversely, scientists have dealt with these same struggles and issues
of the night through academic study and research. Inevitably they
describe the indescribable in poetic and artistic terms—black holes,
blue shift, dark matter, red giant, worm holes—these images abound in
cosmology. Perhaps the two areas intersect as musicians describe the
“harmony of the spheres” and the “inspiration of the muse.”

Melancholy, romance, intrigue, fear, darkness, light, heavenly
bodies, time, limitlessness inspire scientist and artist. We hope you
enjoy this evening’s collection of this inspiration.

Dr. Geoffrey Paul Boers, Assistant Professor of Choral Music

Please withhold applause until after the final number.
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