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Meeting of April 25, 1968 
between tee ?resident and 
Bis Majesty Olav V, King of Norway 

The President opened the conversation by express-
. ing.ilis warm welcome·a::-id a sense of gratification that 

His Majesty's visit had not been cancelled. His Majesty· 
·_floundered a bit in his attempts to explain why._the idea. 
of such a cancellation ever arose~ and the President made 
it clear that at no time nad he ever contemplated or de-
sired such a cancellation. 

From there the conversa~ion drifted to the war-
time stay of His Majesty in Has'!'lingto~, and the changes 
that had occurred since nis last visit during ?resident 
Truman's Administratio~. ~nis gave the President the op-
portunity to point out that when ne first arrived here 
as the Secretary to his Co~grcssman fro~ Texas, the gross 
na'tional product of -the United Sta.tes was fifty-five 
billion dollars, while this year it had exceeded the 
eight hundred billion dollar mark~ He poi~ted out.that 
when ·he f"irst ar:=ived here, les'.:..slation established the 
minimi:.:..n wage at t.wenty-f ive cents ·per hour~ w:1ile under 
his Administration ~s President, it was established at 
one dollar a~d sixty cents. 

The Presiden~ expressed fiis appreciation of 
No:...-wa.y' s unders·canC.inc;; o"f the lJ.S.A- 's position in world 
af£a~rs, and poi~tcd out that No~way be~ng a swall country 

'would be in a position to sy.upathize with tne ~SA's stand 
against agg~ess~on. He cx?ressed, as well, appreciation 
f_o:.: Noi.'"Way 1 s s~?::io~t of NA'l'O. - · ·- ·· 

Eis Majesty s~id tr.~~ tbe s~bject o~ Via~-~a.~ 
was a sensi~ive one in Zu~o?e, but tnat ~is co~n~Z"IJ was 
taoze sy.·•.pc...::~1.;tic than Jtost. At t:-.is .:?oint th~ ?resident 
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reviewed the US.A's position regarding the search for 
sites to begin negotiutions witn the North Viet-Namese, 
pointing out that if the talks were.to·be secret and 
priv.:i.t.o they eould, of. course, l:>e held almost '1ny-..,here, 
but that if they were to be public, or semi-public, 
then our allies would have to pa::ticipate, and the 
choice of a site would be gove~ned by their ability 
to have free access to it. 

The Presid~nt me~tioned, as an example of cur-
rent. difficulties, .. thGJ.t oi Pol~::id which is now (:lngage9-
in a well-publicized ca:t1?aign of .~nti-Semitism. He 
cited,.as an e:x:a::O.pleJ tha case of tile nE?wly-assigned 
New York Times Corresponde~t, whom he did not mention 
by name 1 as being unable to get a Visa. Obviously; 
the right of our ?ress to enter the country whare the 
talks take place must be maintainedo 

The conversation terminated with a discussio~ 

'. 

of the rest· of His :-!aj es~y' s trip,- anci. the President 
commeno0d him to his ~riend ana =allow citizenl ~.mbassador 
Clark, who is Conu~issioner of tne ?ederal Pavilion at 
Hemisfair. 
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