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ACT 1 

Scene 1: Upstanding citizens of Loxford are meeting in the parlour of 
Lady Billows' house to elect a village girl as Queen of the May. The 
lucky girl is to receive a prize of £25 from Lady Billows. As each nomi­
nee is introduced, it seems there is some reason to doubt the girl's quali­
fications. Police Superintendent Budd suggests that perhaps a May King 
could be substituted if no virtuous young lady were to be found. They 
eventually agree on the timid mama's boy, Albert Herring, who works in 
his mother's fruit and vegetable shop. 

Scene 2:. While working in the shop, Albert is visited by his friends, Sid 
and Nancy, whose flirting makes him feel uncomfortable. When the 
nomination committee arrives to inform Albert of his good fortune, he 
fearfully objects to the honor, but his mother, attracted by the prize 
money. decidedly overrules him. 
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ACT II 

Scene 1: Sid and Nancy are making preparations for the banquet dinner 
at the May King Festival. They join together in a practical joke, lacing 
Albert's glass of lemonade with rum. After speeches are made and the 
prize is awarded, a special toast is made to the new May King, during 
which Albert empties his glass in one long thirsty swig. 

Scene 2: Returning home semi-intoxicated, Albert muses over his sta­
tion in life and decides to take the prize money and go out for a night on 
tPetown. 

ACTllI 

The next day, Albert's disappearance has everyone in the village thinking 
the worst. Suicide? Abduction? Murder? When his coronation wreath 
is found crushed by a cart, they begin a triple trio lamentation that is 
shockingly interrupted by the return of the supposedly dead king himself. 
The townsfolk are outraged by his frank description of his night of sin 
paid for by Lady Billows' prize money, and Albert, showing initial signs 
of adulthood, fmally stands up to his mother. 
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A special THANK YOU to the following 

Opera Production Underwriting Support Fund (OPUS!) donors 


for their generous support in helping to underwrite our 


Winter 2012 UW Opera production of Benjamin Britten's 
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Neil &Kathleen Bogue Bernita W. Jackson Donald & Gloria Swisher 

Thank you to all of our Friends of UW Opera donors (2011-2012): 
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Mr. John A Attebery 
Ms. Elizabeth J. Bagshaw 
Ms. Ruth M, Baker 
Mr. Warren Bakken & Ms. Jocelyn D. Phillips 
Mr. Darce R. Barager 
Ms. Janet L. Bogue & Ms. Paula Newberg 
Mr. and Mrs. Neil M. & Kathleen M. Bogue 
Or. Joanne Bouma 
Or. Phillip S. Bursett 
Profs. Marshall J. & Jane K. Brown 
Ms. Emily Neat Carter 
Or. Robert E. & Mary L. Cleland 
Mr. W. W. Cleland 
Dr. Martin Dickey 
Ms. Dwyla C. Donohue 
Mr. Bill Dubay & Mr. John Reitberger 
Mr. Elemer & Mrs. Julia Dubrovay 
Or. Alvin & Ruth Eller 
Mr. Max E. Gellert 
Mr. Keith & Mrs. Antje Gunnar 
Ms. Geraldine Hoefer 

Ms. Barbara J. Howell 
Mr. Robert B. & Mrs. Bonnie Iseminger 
Bernita Wilson Jackson 
Dr. Michael S. & Beret C. Kischner 
Mr. & Mrs. Daniel J. Levant 
Mr. Ronald W. Mar 
Dr. Michael & Rebecca McGoodwin ' 
Mr. Bruce A. & Carol I. Meyers 
Carol A. Nygren 
Ms. Jane A Preston 
Ms. Meera Roy & Mr. Robin Datta 
Profs. Barbara & Irwin Sarason 
Mr. Brent E. & Jennifer D. Schleusner 
Mr. Dean S. Scotton 
Dr. Landry Slade & Gretchen Van Meter 
Dr. Gloria W. & Mr. Donald P. Swisher 
Ms. Valerie Ann Taylor 
Profs. Margaret E. & David J. Thouless 
Mr. and Mrs. Morton & Judith Weisman 
Ms. Susan M. Wheatley 
Mr. David A Wood 

*Special thanks to Norm Hollingshead's 
Opera Plus for advertising UW Opera. 
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