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e P COn'ment S1 nce June 1974 a new. student/worker/ g
‘peasént orgamization called the Unified Popular'“ﬁ" to"ﬁ“"Front (F‘A‘PU) 7 S
"§“p°6’ﬁ"f red var‘lous marches and-deifionstrations protesting the . \5.\ :
ir cost of 1iving ] Salvador. This report Uy f; N
"pr"o‘ﬁ'i‘i:lé's-'ackgmund information on the CJ
origm. ‘the compos1tion and the, purposes of . FAPU. ) A i -

“2. In May 1974 Famer Jose Inucencio %ﬁl as '.'f h1s : f
i brother. Father Higinio=gA=t a's = --and other: Cathoﬁc priests .
serving i The area Ol FrSUchitoto’ “t;:fzat'lan departmnt“‘approached

o TS IRRTY 8§ .'

ileaders of the Communist~ controlledAGeneral Association of University

p | SMIT S PR i e

“iStydents (AGEUSY 3L the Univarsity /of EV “salvador (UES)™td propose”

. Yihe formation of. & StUdBnt/pdasant fyontTThe §pokesman, Father- - o N

-+ +1Jose Inocencio Alas, explained that the purpose would be to put pressure.
“jon the government: and the legislative assembly to tike steps

O " 4o ease increasing prices:of basic commodities for Salvadoran -~ T ",,‘.
(@)

~Jower classes.. He said the priests and a- few. students had held
two or three meetings to begin organizing a peasant movement 1n
- agd that they now w'ished to or‘gamze aJ Lknt, jmnt Wi

fpyne, student ector,
_vﬂn#E"or to this visit by the Catholxc pr1ests, P011t1caIWM;
Cong¥tee {members of the Communist Party of El Sa bvade® TPCES T
Q) eEph 2 dy held discussions.with AGEUS leaders on the problem.:’
: h{" ~ ‘o to combat the rising cost of Tiving. - PCES leaders had. .
. conc1uded -that-they must initiate steps to form a united front E f'

Tte 65 e e L o =

.among popular groups stuch as -peasant and -labor organizations, -4

- Thus with the blessing of the PCES AGEUS Teaders accepted £
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olTowing additional. Suggestions%»-‘ .
that -the organizational base .:.% -
o include other affected groups,and .-

kY

. that a coordinating committee .of two delegates from each Orgamzat_i_:a'p”'

ational Association.of Salvadoran
sodiation of . Secondary Students-(AES),

“be formed to plah and coordipate the. activities of the front. '+
~'Subsequently, thei indepen en%’f
. Educators (ANDES)ithe

“thefederation of Salysdovan CHYistian Peasants (FECCAS), the s
" . Cofanunis t-controj led, ssociation.gf Péasants and. Farm Workers of ...

- E-salyador-(ATACES) Y and ‘the' PCES-controlTed Tabor undons .- .

sy

-“FU§S-and FESTIAVFSCES actepted invitations to join the front. .
“* A coordinating committee was formed: with two répresentatives -« .
. from each organization and the’name of the Unified Popular Action-

. Front'was adopted, . * .-
A concting

' AGEUS leaders from -.béh.i nd ,':: PCES finctionaries

" _informed them that the Party's objectives regarding FAPU would -
-:be to infiTtrate] it and develop indi reéct control _gyer.FAPl_i-w ans

-+ and activities. 1 . ..

sprte

e

. demonétrations and other pressure tactics include the passage of * »:j.-\'-

L6 g 3uly. ANDES withdrew From the’ Front because T vas
- coming teo mur._h:f

- on raiding granaries  and other basic food warehouses. |

under ‘the control of the.PCES. - Comment:. - =il T (b)(1)
- o B _ i?;“EHd.a (b)(1)(b)(3)
BAPU nGE only because of the heavy - CommuniSE-iluence but: alse = f'i b)
because discussions were being held among some FAPU leaders -
"ANDES did not wish to-be associated with any 1Ttegal. or' vioTent .

“activities.) . -

% 6. 'The imilediate cbjectives FAPU hopes £o achieve through

F]

_“.Jaws for controlling prices and providing for a general wage -~

' increase as well as periodi¢ wage adjustments; the nati onalization .

~-of basic food .pr:*o_ductio_n; and worker participation in the "~ "7 - .~

.government's decisfons affecting the labor class: = The Tonger' . -

_ . -development of & cohesive-organization and on its ability to show:. .

cu -their.'i'nte,res-ts-.%- and this will requive: the active participation S
" of farm aid indUstrial workérs.. So far;, howeyer, FAPU'has showh.~ . ™'~

.range goals regarding FAPU itself are to become an effective .~

~national -1iberation front in opposition to the present go’vemmE,nti.f e

" with representation from a major portion of-the Sal vadoran middle
- and Tower classes. . .- i) B o B hn e S0 mlFa % e i

7 T coment: EAPUYS siccess Will hinge on the - . O
SEE (0)E)

“somé evidence to the masses that it.can successfully represent. o

- 1ittle evidence|of being able to achieve-the ambitious goals

< set"down by ‘thej coordinating council,.. ‘Most major labor leaders -~

~.“=in E1 Salvador have insisted on-keeping their activities within =~ . ..

e

VL qn FAPYYs: prop
* unable to inspi

" modevately successful. [ . R o

" the_bounds ‘of what’can be considered Tabor affairs and -are. reluctant
" to become- involyed with FAPU:because of the political overtones ...

ga’hda..; ‘In short, FAPU léaders have as yet been-

: . re. the -confidence of their own organizations, - .
--much1ess "attract other sectors of the poputation.}: - G- . '

e B ]:j Comment’: . FAPY 'dfr';';aﬁf:i';z'e'cl"'"'rﬁé;rfcﬁéé and demonstrations. ..
‘in variouds cities and rural areas of El Salvador during June, 7 b)(3)
July .and August 1974.. By and large these meetings  were: - - only: - =
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o FWhile the demonstrations have been generally. A
. peaceful, government security forces have: been. watching FAPU carefully
" and should the. front - . ... show signs-of gaining widespréad popular ":-
.-i “support, the government ‘probably would not hesitate to take.steps:to .
< curb FAPU's progress. The local press reported thaton 20 August a’’
- warrant was issued for the arrest of FAPU leaders Jose ‘Inocencio.
%' Alas. and H'ig_inio-‘{m as for Minciting £o rebellion” againgt the.con~ -w.
-+ stituted authorities and for “crimes against the security of. the State.™ .
-~ According to press accounts, the complaint was made. by the mayor of. . ...
- . Sychitoto, and according to some. obsarvers it was.the result.of a personal .
“".vendetta between a_ power-hungry mayor and the Alas brothers. whose campaign ..
. to improve the lot of the masses has been at least partially -directed at " .-
“the mayor, These two men, referred to by the mayor as "priests.of the .
third world"® have -long been active organizers of peasant causes and . .
“have been described as "leftist agitators” by Salvadoran Government.’.
secur‘fty SeY‘V'lCGS-) et Lo A e o
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