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Fred Lukoff, Associate Professor
Asian Language and Literature

Korean Studies at the University of Washington

University of Washington students from Korea and members
of the Korean community may not realize it but this campus holds
one of the most active academic programs related to Korea in the
United States. I am glad to take the opportunity offered me by
the editors of this newsletter to let students and the general
public know that the programs in Korean studies here are ready to
render service not only to students enrolled in these programs
but also to those who may be students in other programs on campus
and to those who may wish to take advantage of the cultural op­
portunities offered by Korea-related course on campus.

There are two distinct, though related, academic programs
leading to undergraduate and graduate degrees related to Korea:
the program in Korean regional studies located in the Institute for
Comparateive and Foreign Area Studies, and the program in Korean
language and literature, located in the Department of Asian Languages
and Literature. The courses offered cover,~uitea wide range in
language, literature and history, and go from elementary to advanced.
Work in the advanced courses can be arranged quite flexibly to ac­
comodate individual students, either in seminars or in small classes.
Besides the courses in these programs, there are many other courses
which relate directly to Korea, in other departments, notably the
Department of Comparative Literature and the School of Music. At
present, the faculty in charge of the Korean programs numbers
three professors, one each in language, literature end history,
and one student teaching assistant, and it is antici~ated that a
fourth professor, in one of the social sciences, may be added before
very long.

In the past two years or so we have found an increasing
number of students with Korean backgrounds becoming interested in
one or another aspect of Korean studies. These are students who
have been born in the United States or who came here at an early
age and enroll in courses relating to Korea, especially the language
and literature courses relating to Korea, especially the language
and literature courses, either to regain something precious that
they have forgotten or else to build further upon a foundation of
Korean learning that they still possess. I would like to bring to
the attention of other such American-born or American-raised Korean
students, too, that this campus offers unique opportunities for
enriching their general educational background as well as for possible
majors. The same goes for American wives or husbands of Korean
Students and residents in the Seattle area who may wish to acquire
some familiarity with the cultural traditions of their spouses. I
extend a cordial invitation to all those who may like to find out
more about Korea-related courses to consult with me or with Professors
000 500 Suh, James B. Palais, or Mr. Chung-Min Choi, all with offices
in Thomson Hall.
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