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ABSTRACT

The Fisheries Research Institute (FRI), School of Fisheries, University of
Washington, serves as the processing center for all North American recoveries of
Canadian, Japanese, Russian, and U.S. high-seas salmonid (Oncorhynchus spp.) tags and
recoveries of U.S. high-seas salmonid tags by all nations. By agreement with the National
Research Institute of Far Seas Fisheries, Fisheries Agency of Japan (FAJ), FRI also
reports recoveries of tagged salmon released during cooperative Japan-U.S. high-seas
salmon tagging. An all-agency (Canada, Japan, Russia, and United States) high-seas tag
release and recovery computer database (1954-present), maintained and updated by FR1, is
available upon request from the parties of NPAFC, so that all member nations can have
access to a common database. From 1 September 1995 through 31 August 1996, eight
Japan-U.S. tags were returned to FRI (1 sockeye, 2 chum, 4 pink, and 1 coho salmon).
These fish were released in 1995 and 1996 during international cooperative tagging
operations aboard Japanese research vessels in the central North Pacific, Bering Sea, and
Gulf of Alaska in June and July. The tagged fish were recovered in coastal areas around
the Pacific Rim from Ketchikan in southeastern Alaska to Miyagi Prefecture on the Pacific
coast of Honshu Island, Japan. The recovery of a tagged sockeye salmon in a terminal
fishery near the Bear River, Alaska, was a northwestern extension of the known range of
North Alaska Peninsula sockeye salmon in the Bering Sea. A tagged coho salmon released
south of the Alaska Peninsula in late June and recovered over two months later in the
Niukluk River, Norton Sound, Alaska, represents the northernmost coho stock recovered
during 41 years of high-seas salmon tagging. All of the recovered salmon were double-
tagged with both FAJ and FRI external disk tags. The use of tags with a U.S. address may
improve the return of FAJ tags by North American fishermen. In 1997, FRI plans to
design a new high-seas disk tag that will make the fish readily identifiable as a salmon
tagged and released for international cooperative high-seas tagging research.

INTRODUCTION

This is a report of all high-seas salmon tags returned to the Fisheries Research
Institute (FRI), School of Fisheries, University of Washington from 1 September 1995 to
31 August 1996. FRI serves as a processing center for all North American recoveries of
Canadian, Japanese, Russian, and U.S. high-seas salmon (Oncorhynchus spp.) tags and
recoveries of U.S. high-seas salmon tags by all nations. By agreement with the National
Research Institute of Far Seas Fisheries, Fisheries Agency of Japan (FAJ), FRI also
reports recoveries of tagged salmon released during cooperative Japan-U.S. high-seas
salmon tagging. Processing center activities include (1) advertising for tag recoveries, (2)
returning tags and original recovery information to the appropriate release agencies, (3)
mailing information on tag recoveries and a tag reward to fishermen and processors, (4)
maintaining a file of original correspondence, data, and tags of all recoveries of U.S.,
U.S.-Russia, and Japan-U.S. tags (1956-present), (5) maintaining and updating an all-
agency tag release and recovery computer database, and (6) reporting all recoveries of
U.S., U.S.-Russia, and Japan-U.S. high-seas tags to the North Pacific Anadromous Fish
Commlssmn (NPAFC). In addition, FRI scientists periodically prepare reports and maps
based on historical recoveries of high-seas tags that describe the known ocean ranges of
major regional stocks of Asian and North American salmonids (for example, Myers et al.
1996b). The complete all-agency (Canada, Japan, Russia, and United States) high-seas tag
release and recovery computer database (1954-present) is available from FRI upon request
from the parties of NPAFC so that all member nations can have access to a common
database.



RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

All recoveries of high-seas tagged salmon returned to FRI from 1 September 1995
through 31 August 1996 were released during cooperative Japan-U.S high-seas salmon
tagging experiments aboard the Wakatake maru and Oshoro maru in the central North
Pacific, Bering Sea, and Gulf of Alaska in 1995 and 1996 (Ito and Ishida 1993, 1996;
Myers et al. 1995, 1996a; Davis et al. 1996). Eight tagged salmon (1 sockeye, 2 chum, 4
pink, and 1 coho salmon) were recovered in coastal areas around the Pacific Rim from
Ketchikan in southeastern Alaska to Miyagi Prefecture on the Pacific coast of Honshu
Island, Japan (Table 1). The recovery of a tagged sockeye salmon (Japan-KK2607/U.S.-
EE799) in a terminal fishery near the Bear River, Alaska, was a northwestern extension of
the known range of North Alaska Peninsula sockeye salmon in the Bering Sea. A tagged
- coho salmon (Japan-DD9036/U.S.-KK512) released south of the Alaska Peninsula on 28
June 1995 and recovered on 10 September 1995 in the Niukluk River, Norton Sound,
Alaska, represents the northernmost coho stock recovered during 41 years of high-seas
salmon tagging. ‘

All of the salmon recovered in 1995-1996 were double-tagged with both FAJ
(orange and white, 1.6 cm in diameter) and FRI (red, 2.0 cm in diameter) Petersen disk
tags. The FAJ tags were labeled with the word "JAPAN" in English. The FRI tags have
FRI's address on one side and identification in Russian (TINRO, which is the acronym for
Russia's Pacific Research Institute of Fisheries and Oceanography) on the other side. The
use of tags with a U.S. address may improve the return of FAJ tags by North American
fishermen. In 1997, FRI plans to design a new high-seas disk tag that will make the fish
readily identifiable as a salmon tagged and released for international cooperative high-seas
tagging research.
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