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JUMP START HS Curriculum Introduction

The need for further programs to assist foster youth in attending higher education is not new.  Many programs have been set up, to help foster youth prepare for independence.  However, these programs have also isolated foster youth from setting higher education goals with their peers. Foster youth need increased positive peer and faculty interaction and involvement, to change their attitudes towards their educational experience, which will decrease dropout rates, as evidenced by increased graduation rates.  
In order to provide foster youth the opportunity for increased peer and faculty interaction the JUMP START HS curriculum was created.    This intervention seeks to assist foster youth in their high school education, by connecting them with fellow peers and educators in their schools.  The JUMP START HS curriculum seeks to provide foster youth with a well-rounded and supportive education, by creating homeroom classes consisting of both foster youth and non-foster youth, along with peer mentors and educators.  
Life Course Perspective Theory was used in the development of the JUMP START HS curriculum.  Using the Life Course Perspective Theory, JUMP START HS seeks to evaluate how high school student’s educational outcomes change with positive educational resources.  Life Course Perspective Theory considers how the changing events in the life of an individual will affect their ability to develop and adapt ties to their social environment (Roche & Ghazarian, 2012).  This theory suggests that the course of one’s life can be changed by both positive and negative events.  Life course perspective theory will be used in the development of the program, and will give a foundation of understanding how foster youth adapt to changing placements, schools and friends, while focusing on the way a student changes as they engage in their education.  
The JUMP START HS curriculum was developed to be outcomes based curriculum.  As JUMP START HS was developed two outcomes were identified as expectations of the program.  The first outcome states that student will gain increased life skills.  Indicators for the successful completion of this outcome include the student’s ability to interact positively with others and the student’s ability to think about consequences of decisions prior to making decisions.  These indicators will be demonstrated through the way students identify their connections with peers, and their ability to recognize how educational decisions will impact their future plans.  The second outcome states that students will have improved academic performance.  Indicators for the successful completion of this outcome include the student’s ability to develop academic goals and the fact that a student does not miss more than one day of school per month.  
	The JUMP START HS curriculum is a yearlong, school implemented homeroom course that pairs freshman and sophomore students with school faculty and upperclassmen peer mentors.   The JUMP START HS curriculum seeks to bring support to freshman and sophomore high school students by engaging them in their education, and the educational decisions they need to make to attend post- secondary education. JUMP START HS seeks to transition freshman and sophomores into high school, and help them set educational goals to attend post- secondary education. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]	Using a designated homeroom program the JUMP START HS program pairs incoming freshman with peer mentors and a teacher.  The homeroom JUMP START HS program will meet on a daily basis, and allows students the opportunity to connect with educators, fellow peers, and peer mentors.  It is expected that during the homeroom JUMP START HS period students will work on homework, and ask questions of their peers. Once a week, JUMP START HS homeroom will work with the “Jump Start Manual.”  This manual will help students and educators identify educational goals and what will help obtain their goals, and improve overall grades.  Once each school term the JUMP START HS homeroom classes will take field trips to nearby institutions of higher educations to give students an opportunity to gather information about what a post- secondary education campus feels like, potential courses, financial aid, and on campus activities.  Freshman JUMP START HS homerooms will continue into the sophomore year, with the same students, peer mentors and teachers, in order to encourage a continuance in educational goals.  
	Teachers and educators, this curriculum guide is meant to help you educate your students how to prepare for post- secondary education options, and how to get there.  This curriculum will require you to make copies of course materials for the students to use.  If necessary student handouts are different from the general lesson plan, this will be indicated in the “Student Materials” section of each week.  Please plan accordingly.  
The JUMP START HS curriculum guide was developed using multiple sources of information; each week is adapted from a lesson from an outside source.  The introduction to each lesson provides reference to where the information, lessons and worksheets were obtained.  Full citations can be found at the end of the JUMP START HS curriculum manual.  
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