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Taxxation ~l- (#38x n4f -40-) Pangye surok, chbnje hurok, kos®l, sang

-~(According to the Kung-yang chiian, commentary onthe Spring and Autumn),
(In the state of Lu mﬁ), in the 15th year of Hsuan-kung( 2 /L\ Yo
"For the first time a tax was levied on the mou." (&ﬂ%ﬂ\’l
Kung=-yang commentary (chuan) says: What does ( ) mean? "For the first
time' ( % ). Vhat does "tax mou' (X %‘/}@ ) mean? It means to

collect taxes
walk through (the ridges in the fields, says Kim, 551) and levy a tax

o e JEB ORI

(Note: Ho Hﬁ.u("%‘ﬁ) says: Because Duke Hsllan provided no benefits
tothe people and was not trusted by them, the people were not willing to exhaust
all their efforts in cultivating the kung-t' 1en(/ \a :lord's fields).
Therefore he walked throghh the fields on an inspection tour, selected
the fields where the best crops were being raised and levied a tax on it,

According to Tu ‘ﬁi(i“ﬁﬁ), the tax rate on kung-t'ien was 1/10 the
crop. At this time, because (the duke) inspected the extra mou (fields)
and levied a 1/10 tax, Duke Ai of Lu( /L; ) said (even) 2/10 (in taxes
is insufficient ?? Kim 551)(Kim notes here that the remark about 2/10
being insufficient comes later on) (END NOTE)

(Kung-yang continues:) Why did (Confucius) write, "“for the first time
they ]:a‘;::dh é' tax on the mou"? In order to ridicule it (%%\‘ ). And

what did
wRhyxweikd he want to ridicule xk2? He ridiculed the fact that the duke walked

'through the mou (ridges) and collected taxes. (Note; A 1/10 tax means that

they borrowed the labor of the people and ZrwirndxmxbhAbmkmxxrrxik had the
collect

people themselves Xpay} 1 part out of 10. And this was consildered the kung-t ien

(public field=~-tax portion of their pooddction ).38 (END NOTE)

If you ask why they collected as an aid( chu ) 1/10 the crop,

it was because 1/10 (tax) was the most appropriate and correct (tax rate)

for the whole mx empire. Because of the 1/10 tax rate, the people
composed songs of praise (over it).
(Note: this note from the Kung-liang subcommentary. Ho Hsiu? on how

this is the only mention of songs of praise in the Ch'un-ch'iu, showing how



KX T.xation -2~ (41) P'an'gye surok, chdnje hurok, kosbl, sang

137, 7:19 much importance they placed on feeding thepeople through agriculture.

This was thereason the mges devised the well-field system and divided up

-
the land in accordance with poplation (k'ou fen~-chih %2 Y. A man

and wife received 100 mou of land with which to support their parents, wives

and children, 5 persons made 1 family. And there was 10 mou of kupg=-t'ien.
This was what was meant by the 1/10 tax (shih-i erh shui ’h NOTE)
==, The Ku~liang chﬁan(@\ ) says: In ancient times when t he sowing

of crops on private fields was not done well, they used to punish the officials

- EF UBIRTE ANER o

(Note: Fan fﬂ—) says: ufelu(é\‘}/ﬂ means to punish( i )

The li(i) was the (a%, and it means that the official (in charge

of agriclliture) didn't let the people cultivate their own private fields
(because he was too busy working them on the public field?),(END NOTE)

And if the cultivation (sowing) of the public field (kung=-t'ein) was
not done well, then they punished the people. (Note: Becaus : the people were
spending too much meffort on t heir private lands.)(END NOTE).

The phrase (in the Ch'um~-ch'iu) that '"for the first time they levied
a tax on the mou (on the ridges)X' was a crticisim (By Confucius) of the
duke's leaving the kung-t'ien (leaving the 1/10 on the kung-t'gén as is),
and walking through the riges (of the private fields) and levying ( aEr

an additional)l/10 tax) on it, because they Ep people were using all their

effort on the lord's land. Q;\,( le J‘b‘r:é
_ /\ 3
7:20a --, Duke Ai(h 4\) asked Yu-ju( ): When it is a bad crop year and

thepeople are makax starving and (the state)xhazxrexxeEwErRUrRR does not have
enough (revenue) for expenses (because taxes are eeempted?), then what
should you do about it? Yu-ju replied: Why not apply thech'e (‘l\% ) tax?

8 (Note: éfmfisisaid. The word ch'e/ﬁ{“ﬂk means to go through everything
(t'ung \Z@),iand it means, ''to be equal'’x( chiin % ). According to
the Chou system 1 man reeeived 100 mou of land, and people living within the same
k'm ditches and well fields pooled their labor and copperated in cultivation.

The no. of mou was calculated and every received an equal share. In general,
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the people took 9 parts and the lord (kung) took 1 part (of the crop),
and that's why (this tax) was called ch'e{r ). 1In the state of Lu
from the time of Hsillan Kung (Duke Hsuan), they began to levy a tax on mou.

(The duke) walked along the ridges(mod%ﬁk‘ ) and took 1/10 the crop, thus (the
(BeREZX (Yu-ju)
total tax rate) was 2/10, That is why Xkxwag said that they should only
he
use the ch'e system, because xhmy wanted the Duke to cut down on his expenses

in order to benefit the people.' (END NOT)
(good is) this ch'e
-=B (Duke Ai) then asked: What/if I still don't have enough even if

I tax at the rate of 2(/10) of the crop ?

Yu=-ju replied: If the people have enough, how wuld it be that the ruler
(insofar as he shares with them)
would not, with them, m%x (also) have enough? And if the people don't have
insofar as he shares things with bhem
enough, then how could the ruler ever, with (them), ever have enough?

== =oiigy. Yang(d‘%‘&/ said: Huma.n% .gévertﬂnent must begin with the
After

7establishment of land boundaries. Xk the land boundaries are redtified

then the well fields are equally (distributed ahong the farmers), and the
grain salaries (of the officials) are even (fair), and the expenses needed
by the army add state (chiin-kuo) are all calculated (in t erms of these
revenues), and on this basis expenses are paid out. Therefore even with

one ch'e tax (of IOZ on thé crop), all calculations (expenses) are taken
care of. Why then would there be any need for rulers or ruled (higher and
lower) to fear not having enough (for expenses)? 1t may seem absurd (égii’ )
to (advise Duke Ai)to use the ch'e 8 (tax of 10%) when he (complains) that
even a tax of 207% is still not sufficient (to meet his needs);zgéigiviozo
. = in the world ;

tax is the most appropriate and correct tax Emxxbimxempimax. 1f the tax
ragte is higher than this, then (govermment is ®m equivalent to) the xmXx reign
of tyrants like Chieh(%‘ :last ruler of the Hsia). 1If it is lighter
than this, then the situation is the same as that of barbarian states

(who have no officials, no services, and hence no need for tax revenues?.
(The rate of 10%) should not be changed. But in later ages they did not

basic concepts
pay attention to the root of things, and even because of minor matters they
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1375 7:20b t:tgey imposed taxes without skill, and they m paid out expenses without control,
and those above (rulers) and those below (thekxm common people) both suffered.
w@ld then anyone fail to realize that the ch'e (tithe) should be put into

it i i 2 .
effedt, and that it is not‘: an :'zbsurd 1dea.OW%

-==Tai Ying=-chih( &;L:couldn't find name in Tz'u~hai) said:

-

(In ancient times) when the adopted the tithe, they abandoned the taxes on
customs barriers and markets, but at the present time we cannot do this.
I request that we lighten (the commercial?) taxes and wait for the coming
year, and then (adopt the tithe). How about it?

-Mencius (replied) said: Supposing there was a man who every day

stole (jang% ) his neighbor's chicken, and some (well-meaning
fellow) reported this and said, "This is not the way a princely man should
behave."xZxxrguexkxRRXK And then the (thief) would reply: Well then, I will
reduce the rate to one chicken a month, and I will wait until next year
and then stop (stealling chickens altogether).'" If you know that something is
contrary to what is right, you ought to stop it immediately. Why would you
want to wait a year to do so?

. 1/20 (5%)

-=Po Kuei( @ % ) said: I would like to impose a 28B% tax. How about it?
iﬂencius replied: What you are talking about is the way of the barbaikians % )
j;fi" In a state of 10,000 households can you have just one man making pottery
for them all? (Po Kuei) sdd: You can't, There would not be enough utensils
to use. (Mencius said): The barbarians %) (live in the north) and do
. not grow the five grains, They only produce broomcorn millet (ki jang% ).

: . : \
i i‘rhgy have no walled towné or subrubs, no palaces, no ancestral shrines or

138, 7:21a mgsacrificial rituals; they have no feudal lords, no currency, no slaughtered
b4

IR ——————

a.nimals”tt-)u give as presents when envoys to other states ( %— ) et
_ officials or magistrates (pai-kuan W'SSUE\E‘)’ﬁ@)’ so it is enough for
them to levy‘,,‘a».'iLLllZO) tax, At present we are living inthe Middle Kingdom.
Hoﬁ would it be for ﬁs to abandon the éthical requirements of human”

8

relationships (jen-lin/\ m) and have no princely men of virtue ?

(if we did this), it would be possible. But if what the potters produce is
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RRKXEREMER only & small amount of utensils, it is not sufficient for
a country that is to be a true state., How much worse would it be if
we had no men of princely virtue (chiln-tzu)? Ifyoﬁ lighten the taxes below
what they were in the time of Yao and Shun, then if the taxes are Z:;Zlight
it is like the worst of the barbarians light taxes, or if only slightly
lighter than a moderate example of barbarian light taxes. On the other hand
if you want to make the taxes heavier than what was imposed during the
time of Yao and Shum, then if they are very heavey it is a bad example
of Chieh's behavior, or if only slightly heavey, then a moderate example
of Chieh's (tyrannical) behavior.

(Note: The tithe was the taxxsyzkmmxmEk rate of Yao and Shun. Hraxx
More t han this would be like the tax rates of Chiehj lighter than this
would be like the tax rates of the Me?QbﬁbJ barbarians. 1I1f at the present
time you wanted to make them lighter or heavier (than Yao and Shun), then

it would be similar to a moderate case of barbarian tax policies or a moderate

case of tryannical Chieh tax policies, and that's al 1l there is to it.)(END NOTE)

-=-Kuan=-tzu (‘\)‘;;E } ) said: Fa the earth to produce goods there is
>

a proper time, and for people to use their labor X there is fatigue

(a limit beyond which fatigue sets in)., RubxmfmihEnxw BOXMEKNXBRREERGSNRA

gxxmkmxhimihanioraxoiniagiges But if the ruler's desires are without limit,
because there is a limit to the time when grain can be produced from

the earth and to the labor that men can exert before they get tired

(the desires of) a ruler who has no limit (cannot be satisfied), and unless
there is some scale( g% ) that appears between (the ruler and land
and peopée, to regulate things suitably) (Note: If there is no scagé
(toryang consideration?), then there is no limit to taxes and labor

servce), then the ruler and the people will hate one another.
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A}
--In the time of Marquis Wen of ‘.-Iei(%')’i } ), the
3~ ?\
taxes (tsu~-fu

) increased to double what they usually were.
A certain man wanted to present his congratualtions (on this, on the wealth
and s trenghh of t he state),xmx but Marquis Wen said: At the present time
there has been no increase in population, but the taxes per year have doubled.
This is because the Xmxk taxes are too high. The situation may be compared
to a metalsmith ( in making vessels). If he B is ordered to make (the vessel)
too large, then it is too thin., If he is ordered to make it %® too small,
then it is too thick. Governing men is also like this., If one is too
covetous of taxes and does not love men. It is like having a forester (@/A)

woolen cap uypside down
turn his clothes?(ﬁ )Jinside out and carry firewood. It is only because
he is trying to save the wool (on the outer part of the cap) that he
he doesn't realize that

does this, but/if the leather is all worn out, the wool will have nothing

to attach itself to.

N
--In the 12th year of Duke Hsiao of Ch'in( %/&l ), for

b= \
the first time they levied the fu tax. (@%%: ). (Note: They

accepted the recommendation of Shang Yang and abolished the well fields and
)
adopted a new kung-fu(ﬁm) tax law.)(END NOTE)

Ch'in Shih-huang estap'lished magistrates 58 (shou \? ) (in the
new districts) and he abolished the feudal lads. (Shih-huang?) considering
himself noble (and mighty) himself received the grain a, cloth and labor
service with the boundarigsy ditches (%) of the land, and completely
monopolized (these things) f or himself. Through spring and fall he went
back and forth over 10,000 1i (collecting taxes) and the people had nothing
for themselves (to use). All within the seas hated him. Tiigkung ‘tribute
( a ) of the Hsia dynasty, the chu aid of the Yin d):nasty, ahd the chu(%)
of the Chou dynasty were all tithes (10% tax m.te's»)ﬂ, and in gmm >genera1
they were taxes based on the land, But the Ch'in did not do it this way.
They abandoned land (as a tax base) and levied taxes on the people, And
even though there was not enough land to produce the tax quotas, the taxes

still had to be met anyway. This is why the poor people left the land to wander
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138, 7:21b around to esdape taxes and labor service, and the rich devoted their efforts
to accumuikting more land, and the rich were self-s&tisfied ( Qﬁ )
Add to this the fact that (the people) had to increase their labor and wexk
cultivation (of the fiddlds) withinthe country while outside they country they ®Ex
drove off the barbarians. 'They were burdened with the majyxakkyx majority
of t axes and had to furnish hthet fOOps from the local units Mt&ﬁ
7:22a He used up the resources of the empire to provide for his government, and still
there was not enough to meet his needs, The 2nd emperor succeeded to him
but did not change khxXrgsx these mistakes. On the contrary, hemade them
worse, and within the seas, there subsequently was rebellion agaimst him.
- Han Kao-tsu inherited the evils of the Ch'in dynasty; he reduced
the tax rate to 1/15 (the crop), and he calculated the salaries of the clerks
and the expenses of the officials in order to determine the taxes on the

He took the
people., WikRxxegxxdxgrm the tax income from mountains, rivers, gardens, ponds,

and markets, and the t'ang-mu-i (%//ﬂ,@ :Kim, 558, notes
that this is equivalent to ts'ai-ti &&_ grants) of everyone from the
Son of Heaven down to the enfoeffed lords & (feng-chﬁn%j-ﬁ ), and
made it his private (property) to meet his own needs (wei ssu feng-yang
- ), and did not receive it (to apply to) the expenses of the
empire. He also forbade merchants from wearing silk or riding carriages
(chariots) and _he imposed heavey taxes on them to make it difficult for them
and insult the@ %b) In the 42: vear of his reign (203 BC), for .
the firstx time he leveid the san-fu( é i)b}&). (Note: Han I(/?T%{ 2)
commented that people from the age of 15 to 56 paid the fu in cash. Each
man was liable for 120 cash. And the income was used to pay the expenses
of granaries, R carts and horses,)(END NOTE)

Wen=ti (BC 179-156) several times gave (remittances) of 1/2 taxes
(to the people). And Ching=ti( ” l% :BC 156-140) set the tax rate at

1/30 (of :the crop), and at the time the ruler (sagte) had plenty of funds

while the people had more than enough.
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--. Tung Chung~shu ( % {\*% said to Han wu-ti: THeé ancients

in taxing the people did not exceed a rate of 1/10. And when requests

were made (by officials, says Kim, 559), it was easy to meet them.

In requiring labor service from the people (shih-min’fi&/), ke they

did not exceed three days (per year) and %

kzkemxpmmarx and (still) it was easy for them to meet their needs for
labor. But in i:he;'Ch'ing dynasty it was not like this. Theya dopted the
laws of Sixang Yang. X They added monthly labor service (at the district
level, Kim 559) and made it interchangeable with other labor service

’
(keng tsu: v]zﬂ %% @)? )e In addition there was 'g:heng;-;su X
/)

(y $ \.\-/?‘ )(for capital officials, Kim 559) which lasted one year

$

(was i)x;g:sed throughout the year); and then there was milittry colony service

o,

were thirty times what they were in ancient times.

) which lasted one year. GSo that the labor service requirements

(Note: keng-tsu(\i ) means that the person provided labor
or one month QW ¥
service at the chiin or hsien/and then rotated tutns(kerg). Cheng-tsu(ﬁ?)

refers to service performed for the officials at the capital (chung=-tu-kuan
\?%?\E_ ). In calculating labor service, during the year: one/n,l;m
in performing military colony service and labor service (@F&,‘b QB
had to provide 30 times more service than inacient times,.)(END NOTE)
And the land tax (t'ien~tsu ) and ke=x capitation fu tax (k'ou-fu ‘1&%
(£rom monopolies on those items)
and salt and iron tax® revenues/were 20 times more than what they were in
ancient times. (Note: After the land tax was collected, a fu capitation
tax was paid by the people, and the officials in addition took control

of the profits from salt and iron manufacture. In calculating the levies

imposed on an individual for the year, (they were so heavgy that) people

lost what they needed (to support themselves) and the taxes were 20 times

greater than in ancient %xkm times,)(END NOTE)
Those who cultivaged the lands of the powerful people were taxed at

the rate of 1/2 the crop. (Note: This means that the poor people had no land
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138, 7:22b of their own and cultivated the land of the powerful, rich and noble
families and paid half the crop to the owners of the land (pen-t'ien-chu
mé_ ).(END NOTE) As a result the poor people always wore clothes fit for
oxen and horses and ate food fit for g dogs and pigs.
-~After Wu-ti of the Chln(%‘ J(AR 265-290 AD) pacified .’u(%

he levied a t'iao( 2})% ) tax on hmsWs aA ho%seylds with able-bodied

adult males (XXRHRKR tlng-nanj % )/\every Vear paid 3 bolts ( E! )

of silk(i\% ) and 3 chin(jﬁ’ ) of cotton( z% s House Zlds : : ;,

~

consisting of women or young males (tz'u ting=-nan /A—jﬂ )Apald ha.lf
this. Those residing in frontier districts (chin) perhaps paid 2/3, and
those living in remote areas paid 1/3 (of this).

-P'an'eve notes that: The abandomment of land as a basis for taxation

and the imposition of taxes on individuals was creatdd in the Ch'in dynasty
(bq’q;aza and was perfected under Wu-ti of the Chin dynasty. This was the beginning

of a bad law that lasted for #Rx ten thousand generatlons. }3

==, 1In the T'ang dynasty, Li Hsumg”(j;&%] ) wrote an essay

called, "On Equal:.zing Taxes' (p! 1ng-fu-shu2- ), which said:
(Tzu-hai, Thang, man from Chao-chiin / ﬁ\, . Tzu, (%{/ ). Followed Han Y
(% ie, ) in literary style; has a Li Wen-kung chi collected works),
4 YEverybody knows tnat by kaxisgxkkexp le vying heavy taxes you can get
. goods (revenues), but no one realizes that you can obtain even mord by
light taxes, How come? If taxes are heavy, then the people are poor.
1f the people are poor, then they leave their homes and do not return,
and people throughout the world do not come to live in one's state (because
they hear the taxes are too high). Therefore even though one might have
a lot of land, it is abandoned and not cultivated. Or even if it is
cultivated, the productive potential of the land is not fully utilized.
The people are put into more difficult circumstances by the day, and the

state's revenue shortages increase by the day. Even though you might want

to punish the cruel and rebellioms and repress (’ﬁ) the four barbarians, how
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139, 7:23a would you be able to do it?

If taxes are light, then their lives are made happy. If their lives
are made happy then they stay at home and do not leave. Even thousewh who
do leave will return again in a day. There is no abandoned land, and

there are more than enough
the mulberry trees increase by the day, and ks profits from the land
tghxsughxpxngneniard because the people are devoting all their efforts
‘o cultivation.  The people get wealthier by the day, and the army gets stronger
sg;the day. The people will return (to the king, the country) as they would
fq ® their parents, and even if you wanted to rkarse chase them off and
get rid of them,you wouldn't be able to do it. (you couldn't shake them
off with a stick) Therefore when good governmment #&s carried out
(when there is the proper tax policy), each of the common people is

is close in feelings to his ruler
7:23b able to support himselfe and regards his ruler as if he were his father

-
—
(is loyal to his ruler ﬁiﬁ ), and even if he wanted to flee from

dangér, how would he be able to do so?"

2 4 <
-=-= Qu=yang Hsiu( hmﬂ‘&') wrote in his T*ang-shu lun¢ m )i

The ancients who were able to govern their states well and love and nurture
their people, first had to establish’tééﬁiér'étandardsvahd simple and easy
laws, If the ruler was sparing of goods in order thereby to provide
sustenance for the people, the people then devoted all their efforts to
serving their ruler. (As a result) the ruler had enough and the people
were not in difficulty. gégggkéhey assessed the labor power of the people
and gave them land, Téi; assessed the productivity of the land and

took (ta;es) from it in order to provide for the expenses of the government
and the ruler. égéy estimated their income before making disbursements

for expenses, It is necessary knxi?iixkzxky these three principles im
ERMAXmingnanskike be used in conjunction with one another unifermly

(equally, and none of them can be abandoned. (lost). If one of them

is abandoned, then you cannot maintain the other two.
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' d

Tyyannical and commonplace rulers %g_ ) do what they please to
meet their excessive wants ( M/\kﬁn ) while corrupt officials
(-@ﬁ&) follow their lead (in accordance with this) change laws
in order to fit the circumstances and in order to gain favor with their rulers.
Thereforethe ruler exercises no restraint in what he uses (spends), and
there is no limit to what is taken from the people in taxes. The people
use all their effort but still cannot supply (support) themselves. Because
of this the ruler has even less (resources to command) and the common people
are in even more dif ficulty. The talk of finances and profits increase
and only those officials who are good at extracting taxes are appointed to
office.

The Li-chi says: "It would be better to raise officials who REERaRXX

—_—

steal (than those who levy heavy taxes on the people)., If a thieving official
commits wrong, then the harm is limited to only one man., But if an official
who levies heavy taxes on the people is put into office, then the laws
which provide the standards for regulating the country are destroyed,
and the evils afflicting the people will be too great to tdk about.

At the beginning of the T'ang dynasty (the state) gave the people

k'ou-fen-t'ien( \‘}%\ﬁ, ) and shih=ydh-t'ien( '& X m )

(returnable and hereditary land grants), and they were taxed in accordance

with the laws for tsu, yung, and t'iao( %_@ %@ : land

tax, labor service, and local puaduct tnbute tg.x) in order to provide for

expenses, The thhxxxu (,hleh-tu(ﬁ } 'g) took care of the soldiers

by means of the fu( ’ﬁ’) and wel(/ﬁ ) systems. Thus even though there

were many soldiers, there wag were no osses (harm to the people). And

———

there were regular quotas of officials, so that there were not too many

e

officials and it was easy to provide them with salaries.x But from the time

that evils arose (in the system), there were too many superfluous soldiers

- greatly i
and eXCESalVE numbers of ofﬁc:.alo who/ate into (the resources of the state

and caused its decline). 'ﬁ‘%’

P
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(Note: According to the T'ang-shih (History of the T'ang dynasty),
during the t'ien-pao period (742-756 AD), the tax revenues for the empire
were: over 2 million strings (ﬁ ) of cash f£mxxghe and over 25 million
piculs (shih ) of grain far the tsu-ch'ien(@é&l :cash and grain

taxes on land?); over 7,400,000 bolts (QE ) of silk and over 1,800,000

cloth
( ) of cotton ( ), and over #xf 16,500,000 (%) of cotton(#ﬁ )

A
il
for the labor segvice and local productsataxes (yung, t'iao aa )

Ytr e : levtis > @@%i )

(were retained there) and not kept in the capital., The emperor:&xiEHsiian-tsung

The

0. e
M‘ %\?. )] was extravagant in his excessive pleasure (seeking) and knew
W

akh

nothing about restraint in spending. The amounts that were spent always

exceeded income. Therefore the officials in charge of cash and grain (taxes)

oAl T,
began to press the people for more payments (%, and when rebellions

LS

arose, the financial situation got even worse. Everywhere officials dunned

for taxes and there were no standard regulations for taxing the people.

S50 the lower (ranking) households had to make tax payments every 10 days
or every month, and there was no describing their suffering, Everybody

ran awvay from their homes, whxka leaving only 4 or 5 families out of

a hundred who stayed on the land.

)
During the reign of Te-tsung(él%f \ :780-805), Yang Yen(%& )

~
carried out the double tax (liang-shui@%} k/) reform. First he calculated

the expenses of the chou and hsien (prefectures and districtsf) and the
® quotas for imperial tribute (shang-kungL \\ ), and then taxed the

people (on this basis), (In other words), revenues were based on an assessment

e
of expenditures ( .g/m@ l N ). If a household had neither

—

N\
lord nor guest (tenant?)( Zf \g ), then the person currently residing
~ =
there was registered. If a person was neither an adult male RX or youth
-
(ting, chung\\ ), then he was ranked in accordance with his wealth

or poverty. 8 (Taxws) wre set in accordance with the amount of cultivated

land in Ta~-1i 14th year (779). The deadline for the summer taxes was not
—e——————— S—y

pasdt the 6th month; the deadline for the fall taxes was not past the llth month.
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1:39, 7:24b Later on when the strength of the people was not sufficient there were
BHEE several rebellions in succession., After that an administration concernedxwi
with revenues and profits was carried on, and officials who concentrated on
collecting taxes from the people were advanced., What with their turning

5_@@%‘%“ ~—around, leaving ? , etc,??, they sought profits by all kinds of kxirkszx

{means, such as (monopolies on) salt ang iron, military colony lands, grain loans

g P iy it
(%l%), exploiting profzts(%‘_\f&), reﬁlng on merchants (‘%‘%ﬁ] Vs
o aiiatinen 2 atasaitsc R 3o i

| presentations X (presbntsv(& ), a.nd alds ﬁ"w There was nothing

w,, -
that theydidn't do. And things got worse and worse until the dynasty fell.

P—

(END NOTE) ({,
dﬁ\\ﬂ/ N
<
W ~-=Li Tung-lal(\g' ) said: The system of taxes and labor service (fuk-i
=
%1 ) began with ¥uX Yu's tribute (Yu-kun{%ﬁ ). One can see

that the tribute of Yu was iexkedxerxkRE a land tax levied on the land of the

9 chou. And local tribute (t'u-kung:"/ﬁ) was paid on the local products

of the 9 chou. Pecople who have written on this have said that what was
supposed to be paid as land tax were goods that people bought in the marketplace
goods to be presented as tribute, If you make a study cf the classics,

i Ub
there would be proof of this. % What is it? 1In the ' @%&

Kim 564. According to the Shu~ching in the age of Yao and Shun there was

the wu-fu(&‘g& system, the area surrounding the royal domain was divided

into 5 regions, and each fu consisted of 500 1li, and as ou proceeded outwardly

ey e e ven o B) R <. A FRAR SRR G U

»and (within a) 190 1i, they paid as fu tax the ts'ung( ?’& Glm, 564,

unhusked rice)j up to 500 1i (from the royal domain), (they paid) rice.

7

From 500 1i and beyond in the other 4 xxerwx fu( ﬁ\jk), they did not
only

transport the rice taxes to the capital. Definitely/what had to be paid

a——— —

was submitted as tribute to the Son of Heaven., From this one can see what all the

tribute and taxes were at the time. This is why ( 3 H‘ ) which was

within the tien-fu( @ \%&\) of the royal domain (wang—chi%/) paid
N

absolutely no local tribute taxes (t'u-kung ﬁ ) ‘because it paid

grain, rice taxes, Coyo—ilm bl
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139, 7:24b We can thus use the above case as a reference %Xto prove(the point
e Xthat tribute was only levied on the area outisde the royal domain
s e
?)/V and the 5 fu?)
‘ they took soldiers for service from the farmers

In general, at the time Zabmwxx military service was required of the farmers

\
(yi ping yu neng lgﬁ\%% ). (Kim 564: Since the soldiers provided

their own expenses,) the so-called kung-fu (tribute and taxes) did no

: 7
more than provide the expenses for the kuo-miao/pin-k'o(?é&z%:

temple for sacrifices to heaven, and guests? retainers?) None &f these

140, 7:25a tribute and tax revenues were used for the expenses of xaksikmgxftaking care ofx
it was sufficient that
soldiers, and that is the reason/they were collected from the royal domain

and adjacent areas (EXXEXER chi-tien&@ ).

Speaking in general terms, in the three dynasties of antiquity everything

was in accord with this system. The Hou family of the Hsia( ﬁ/ )
s .

levied the kung tribute on 50 mou of land; the Shang people levied the

& X
[ chu aid ( % ) on 70 mou; and the Chou people levied the ch'e(1%y\:

|

\ tithe) on 100 mou, The fu taxes of the three dynasties of antuiquity were

L

in brief in accord with

the tribute (kung) of the 9 chi (chiu-chiﬁ,%: ) that is mentioned in
the Chou-kuan(la\k : Chou=-1i), and thatis all there is to it. With
\E —
»&AW\ regard to the tribute (ﬁg) on the 9 gﬁo_gﬁ)‘H’ ), even though it is

_‘/‘ﬁ said that people paid it, they only paid 1/2 the rate, or 1/3, or l/4. \
Those who paid 1/2 sent the (tribute) to the King's Office (wang-fu?ﬁ.
Or those who paid 1/4 sent their tribute to the Wang=-fu. The so-called
local tribute (t'u-kungj:: %; ) was not necessarily equivalent to 1/2 the
kung-fu( %g&} rate, and it was kept in the kuo ( ‘a :domains) of the
feudal lords, until it was needed to provide for the expenses of the King's
Office # (Royal Agence: Wang-fu)(and then it was spent). Tilimall

standard regulations during the three dynasties of antiquity.

(LU Tung-lai) also said: The ancient land system was never restored,

R

and (later kings, emperors) arbitrarily levied lighter taxes, as in the case

— - - B B e ey
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140, 7:25a of Wen-ti of the Han dynasty who eliminated the land tax ( ‘?,l‘b‘ ,\a%ﬁ )e

Even though this benefited those people who owned land (yu-t'ien chih min

-
mz_)%, it could not benefit those who did not own land (wu=~t'ien

chih min & m Z ’\/ ). 1If the land system was not B fixed (well
) v

regulated, according to the old system?), then even though pempkex offidials

in the government might want to restore the ancient system, there was no

way for them to do it. And with regard to the system of military service,

=g

because the ancient system was not restored, not only did the people have to
\
pay regular taxes (shui-fu% ), but they also had to provide expenses
e e e e te—g

for the support of the kxmmpgx soldiers, And even though officials in the

7:25b government might want reduce xx the number of troops when the occasion
. v
allowed, they also had no choice but to provide for the soldiers (who were
M still on the rolls?). Because the military system was not fixed (in
K'\/ a xEgH well-regulated system as in ancient times), they, too, had no way to

achieve their intentions (of reforming the system in accordance with ancient
Y ways). To summarize the situation, only by insfituting a system whereb
\W ( military service is required of peasants (yU ping y§im neng@g‘jé\la)
\KL can one then begin to establish (a well-regulated system of military service).

(Note: The above section deals with taxation).,



