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Letter from Mr. Ngao, dtd. 2 March 1968, reporting robbery that occurred
on 28 December 1967.
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C. A'
CEREMONIAL CY/LE IN MAE~SARIANG

N.B.: All dates are given aocording to the Northern oalendar - i.e•• two
months aJlead of the lunar oalendar used by the Siamese, Lao, and Shan.

L.

On eaoh of thesea days the monks are" invited

out to reCfeive alms along the roads of' the, ,
town. This is lmown as takba:tkQ:ng

Date of Ceremony

14-15 days of waKing moon & 1st day
of waning moon t Month I

I

1W1 $5TFIiE+s fOg :bI:MIZ ;t:tJ;LfJd

.., ~ ~
1UfJlU 14LLa= 1..5 fiJI LLa~ 1ULL11J

• ~ t46tf
1 fl1 L~!lU lnU~

Name of Ceremon.v EX1l1anation

(~fllJlflff)'f)~) in the local

1st day of the wamtng moon,lOnth I
to the 15th day of waxing moon Month II

• + J
... • 4l!:I q ... .,., •

1UU1~ 1 fl1 L~~ULnU~ - ,u~u 15 ~1

~ It:I

Lf)'f)UU

I'- '- v
TH9: T KATHIN

~

1/l'tlflfljU

language. The first day is a day of prepara­

tionsi':jthe 2nd day is wan phr~ and the 3rd day

is the offlboial t'End of Lent".

This is new oeremony for ~: S~iang and only

three w~ts regularly have the oeremony: Kitt~ong, -

~ ",.. . I"
S1:bunr~g, & Canthara:wa:t. The latter is a

"

recipient of a ~th~n presented by the Phanasit

Co. ~~t says that the Phanasit Co. sponsored

the first th9:t b.th1n in Ma~: a-u.iang.J This

yr. some people from Bangkok sponsored t~e lare­

mony at K~tt1wong and the District is sponsoring

the one at S~bunr~g (the money is for a new

wat school).

,"

I
I

I
t-~.-.r

j

!
I

I
I
i

I
I

I
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8th day of waning moon or 15th day of PRESENTING OF I.IlfRBN J woal Version of thq:t kathYn during which
waning moqn, month I I + ~OBES I' both monks and Buddha images are presented
1ULL11J 8 ~·1 ~t"f) 1ULL11J 15 ri1 L~'f)U LntJ~ tl11UtJ''W11~a with new robes

..- .~--------------+-------~- .--+-I . ----.------------.-----~

.----.--~------. ---··----~------·--1

~

Usually oonsists of the "Great Life" Jataka ..
sermon or the"10 Lii'es" Jataka sermon or some
other major sermon. Not held in Shan or Burmese
wats.

Offerings of new rioe. Similar to the Shan
ceremony held in the 5th month.

(no oeremony)

~..... ,....
BUN KHAO 01: KHAO LAM

v I v
~ .

lltllL'1J11L'lJlfl1,..,
... -.----.~_.---.---~-~v-~-,----------------·--~~----~-··-·------

TA:N KHAO NJA: XU: A Shan oeremony of making offerings of new rioe.
~ y' Y It is held in the home where food is presented

f1atJ L'1JlvnJI~ to the .)!lonka. Then the oxoarts are deoorated and
there is a prooession.

Month III

15th day of waxing moon, Month IV
... .¥ ~ ~
1U~U 15 ~1 L~~U 4

Month V
~

LfI'tlU 4

,

~-------------_._----- .. _-------- -. _.. -.. - .. ..

15th day ~f waxing moon, Month V
... 4' . lI!l1
1U~U 15 ~1 L~~U 5

... - -.. _ ......-_...._/"- -- ...... _.- .. - .

MA: KHABU: OHA:

lJaW'.
!J

__.... ~".__ .~ . ._o-..~ ._"... . 0 __• ~ _

This is also a new oeremony in the area, having
been instituted by the Thai Sangha.

·r~---------.------_- . . . .__._-__. .__. . ._.._. ~.__~ __".._.-0 • ~_. • .~••• _ • __• __ •

Month VI

~

LfraU 6

Month VI
~

LflflU 6

• I\... v
P9tI KHA6 SANG

So'

UllU $'1Jafl~

v
P9:I LUANG

tJ'f)UV1a1~

A Ceremony for making offerings for the dead.
Small boats (hya nQ:i ~tf) ..r'o~ ) are made
and one these are plaoed things that can be
used or eaten. Monks are invited to oome
reoeive these offerings at home. The abbot
said that people 'used. to believe' that these
offering were for the dead (like the Chinese,
the abbot said). This oeremony is sometimes
oalled pi: i ni; i (&1o~ N'eu ) in oontrast to
another oeremony oalled po: i lUang (Jf)~ """;;)~~ )
also held during this month.

Construotion of kh~t\ or other large struotures
as we~ of making merit.

Charles F. Keyes Field Notebooks, Thailand 
Original scanned version of typed notes

Written March, 1968 
Page 3 of 98



I.....

RITUAL BATHING OF RELICS..,
fi7 ~U·I1J'fl ,a,,

13: Clean house, etc. )
14: Prepare things to take to wat.

In the afternoon mate sand
ohedis in the wat.

15: Thamb~t w~t. In the
afternoon ritually bathe the heads
of one's elders.

16: Ritually bathe the head of the
abbot of the wat and the Buddha
image.

11-18: Ritually bathe the heads (of
_______.~o~_ .. _?) in~~if~_~!'en-t wc(ts. -+

ORDINATION OF MONKS & NOVICES
'@Jl'RA,Vg6fhai xVew i ¥MMk,

1J1ljiU.rI
----t---~- .. --_ ... -_.-.-.------~.-----

---sOliGKRA~ "(Thai N~~"-y_Y-
d<AJ .tift.

Months VI-VII
~

Lf)'flt! 7-8
Month riI····-(Ap~ii -13~1'8)-
~

Lf'l'flU 7

----------- -----_._~-_..__ ._._.~_._ ... ----------- .~..... -

Months VIII.rX Lfl~U 8-9

8th day waxing moon, VIII
-¥

ft·"') ~

8'1JU 8 Lt1ilU

u 15 " tt II
15th day waxing moon, VIII

8th day waning moon, VIII LL11J 8 f'I~"'l 1ff'flU 8

lt5th " II " It " 15 n II "

8th day waxing moon, IX 4'
8 rJ·1

41!1
~u Lt1'flU 9

v ~., ~ " ~ 41:'4-'., v
song na:m oe:di: wat 09:m oae:ng fl1~U1LlfUJ1t)l'fJ!JLL1~

It' I ,.... e , A I",
song na:m phBa borommatha:t wat kitt1wong

s: "411:\ 4q .-

fl1~UI~7:1Jf!J~lfl 1~nflfl1~~v,,, ~ q'-
song na:m oe:di: wat oq:m th9:ng at~U~Llt1U 1'fl~~'fJ~

" " '" " #!-. ,.. .,..song na:m phraphutthaba:t thi: Thung Pha: (New shrine whioh

J;' -J I II is not yet well
fl7~UIW7:W~!1J'~ ~ ~~UI ~ known.)

." ~ V ' • I' ,,- ~ ..., , ~
song n~:m oe:d1: wat o?:m k1tt1 th1: ba:n Na:m D1P

r.( ~ _,••-,... q .,., 4q 4It\ q s: 4It\

'14~W 'LlftU1~lil!Jnflfl ~ Uo U~~1J

15 day waxing moon, IX " %5 n If "

This is at the 6e:di: on the hill and not the old one at thescnoo.L.
v "\I' . I A,... s: q" ~ I II

songna:m oe:dl; wat Tha: Kha:m fl1~U'Ll~1J 1~~1~1~

'" , I ~ \J& song na:m phet wat sae:n thq:ng
II

ar ~ti1 L~'1iriflLLfluVl'f)~
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Month 10
.!i

Lfl'flU 10

:IfiIi 15:bh My waxing moon, X
... 4" ': ~
1U~U 15 ~1 Lfl'flU 10
___'_."._ -.. .·••.•.u.···· ·•·· .·__.• I ..-----

MOnth XX L~'flU 11

XlIII ORDINATION OF
MONKS AND NOVICES

lJ1'l1U"l~

BEgINNING OF LENT
L'1l"l'W111!i

(No oeremonies)
._.._------_._+--- .. _- ._,. --- ..-

~ I __ A I .,

if) 'ilJ~"lfl

... ~ ~ --1f) flflfl1~pt
y

.... q

1fl UlfllJ

/ I ... ~q -!l

W t v· kit· ..)f. .....m'l,..'"''1~'" 1f)n1lJOi L1'f)~a i i IjIIiDig" ;j1li1"~ 'rt"A6 ,,;

~ ~'l~bllt~ because it use<;, to be seat
, A. ....

Wat Ct'lin Cae:ng 1f)1'f)1JLLl~

;" " '"Wat Chaiyala:p

/ ""Wat Kitt1wong
~ I ~

Wat Na:m D1P

of dist.

" " v ....14th" " "1f " II ~ 4 .. n .. Wat Sopha:n 1fltUJVl"l1 _.
,~-- , I ..-
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March 6, 1968

Trip to M~: H5:~ 55:n:

On the 1st we drove up to Mae H9n9 S9n to attend the cremation

services of the late provincial abbot. Itle sDent the :::>nd, 3rd, ''ind 4th

in Mae H9n9 S9n and returned on the 5th. On the ~-Jay up we took 4 monks

(CKA, CK TO\ff\\'or'I from Wa t 5i tthlmongkhon, another monk from Wat Kl ttiwong,

and th~ visiting Phra? Khru: from Bangkok), our 3 servants, Wan's brother,

and a girl who had requested a ride. On our return, we replaced the

latter girl, Wan's brother, and the monk from Bangkok, none of whom came back

with us, with Kris and Shiela Lehman and Simon, Lehman's field assistant.

Talk with Governor of Province:

During our stay, I talked with the Governor for a couple of short

spells at various functions and then had a long talk with him on Sunday

afternoon at his house. Most of this conversation consisted of his

frustrations and desires regardj,ng t.he development of the province. He

has a deep interest in the province, manifest in his search through a number

of books for any information on the history of the province and on Shan customs

and in hiS journeys (sometimes several days walking) to remote areas of the

province even though he is not a young man (I would guess that he is in

his 50's).

Regarding the written literature on history and culture of the

province and its inhabi.tants, he says that ffier'eis V'?Dj little \l>/r5.ttf?'n.

He said that there is a li.ttle in the second volume of the Cc)llected

Chronicles (the recently published versi.ons). He was somewhat disdainful

regarding Bunchuai SI:sawat's writing on the hill tribes because he hasn't

visited many of the places or people he writes about. (The Governor said

he knew Bunchuai's father when the Governor was a Pa\at Ampha: in
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(
March 6, 1968 2

Chiang Ra:i 10 years ago.) He also mentioned a mimeographed brief history

of thE'- province district to members of the King's party ,..hen they

vi5i ted here. He promised to get me a copy and bri ng it to t"lae Sariang,

hut I fear he will fo.rget it.

I asked him about special programs for the hill tribes under

the province. He d.idn't seem too r:lear about the "hill tribe school program"

l the Provincial Education supervisor 't/hom I talked to later said that

there were special exams for those wishing to be teachers in these schools

but these exams only tested knowledge covered in a M6 education. He did

say, hOt'lever. I t'ta t the teachers "Jere encouraged to learn tri bal lrtnguagesJ.

He d5 d s?y, hO\;lever, that at his insistence t_he Public Welfare Department

had oror:.1ised to establish a tribal development center at the sa: la :kla: IJ

in M~:H3:lJ S;:o. However, although this promise· had been made S0me time ago,

the building to house the center of the personnel to staff it have not yet

a~peared in the province.

Although there are no Iua" in the northern part of the province, he

says, there are remains Itlhich are identified with Lua" - wat sites, a well

in which the Lua" are supposed to have throvm things, caves with skeletons

etc. inside. tKris Lehman wonders if these are identified as Lua"by the

10(:aJ. pl"ople or bj officials, etc:. who are familiar with Ltla" _ identified

. .c h th h h ' ?. , hrer~alns Lurt .er sou j. I 3uspect t,.at t.,ey are "Lua ' 1.n tne same sense t e

remains in the southern part of the province are, but whethe.r they ,,,,ere buil t

by the forebearers of the present-day L~a? is another question.]
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March 6 ~ 1968 3

The Governor said he was very concerned about the Mea and Lah~ in the

province - that is, that they might be influenced by communists. [Kris

says the Governor has also told him that he is frightened by KMT forces

on the border and by dissident Communist elements among the Shan liberation

army. ]

Shan Word:

I discovered at Mc:la:N5:i that the word written in Thai as ~~~

(C~:D) is the Shan word for wat. Simon, ¥ris Lehman's assistant, says that
_ ?h",,~C.~'"

proper.ly ~ , the word is kyol] and is from the Burmese. Apparently,

d t · th ' I b KY~lJ j:.<:: also aa war cogna e w)... ~ a so exists, ut is rarely used. _ v _

, b1'l J
title for a person who sponsors the building of a pagoda/wat.

-L. '),.;.)

Cremation of the Late Provincial Abbot:

The cremation of the late provincial abbot, Phra Ra:tchawi:ra:k~:n

] (Bunna·. ] ) ,

brought monks from allover the country. HOI/lever, all there '.vere certainly

numerous officials and local people present at the actual cremation. The

fact that the chief monks in charge of the ceremony had forbidden the Shan

tradition of 'tug_o'_war' over the :::asket and other Shan customs, and

becaus'2 the Central Thai C<JStOf:lS were not 'IJell-handled, the lay attendance

was certainly less than it miqht have been. ()'"
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I"larch 6, 1968 4

0.""-)
Ac::ording to the cremation volume passed out at thE' crema7:ion [the

subjPct of the volume was a sermon by a Bangkok monk. The original ~dea had

been to distribute the Thai version of the Shan chronicles, but apparently

the expense was too great], the following main facts about the Ah bot'2

life can be noted.

1) He was born on 9 October, 190? in Yaso:th~:n tovm, Ubon province

in the Northeast.

2) He had a P4 secular education.

3) At 18 he became a novice in yaso:th~:n.

4) At age 21 he was ordained as a monk in yaso:th~:~.

5) Shortly there after he went to Bangkok to continue his clerical

studies.

6) The next few years were spent in study at Wat Ben,,~amabophet

(the Northern temple in 3angkokJ. By 1932 (when he was 30

studies (mainly Pali language).of

years old) he rlad achieved ~f1"6fn.l'"11

5th ~!"1 'tin

stat1JS and passed the

7) Between 1930 and 1934 he was a teacher of Buddhist scripture at

a wat in the Bangkok area.

8) In 1935 he was sent as a teacher of Buddhist scriptures to a

wat in Ampha: SU:ijffie:n, cangwat Phr8:. This was his first post

3.n the North.

~~ ) In 1936" heCatlSe of the lack of clerical teachers, he was sent to

Mae 3ariang to live at Wat SI:bunv~aD. [r wonder if there was

a policy of sending Bangkok-trained monks to outlying regions of

.. " Jcn <>the count0f at this ~lme.
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March 6, 1968 5

[?l')
10) He spent 6 years in Mae Sariang (he never was CKA here).

11) In 1942 he was appointed as cao Khana Cal)Wat for Mae Hqng Sqn.

He served in the post, living at Wat MUaito:, until his death

- a total of 25 years.

12) He died on 21 september, 1967.

He is reputed to have strongly discouraged the practice of Shan ways

in Mae Hqng Sqn and was apparently responsible for the fact that wats in the

northern part of the province are not within the 'Burmese group' in

Thailand. [It is somewhat ironical that in consequence of his action,

the "Burmese' wats in Mae Sariang which has always been more of KhonmyalJ

town than Mae Hqng $qn, seem to have preserved the traditional ways more

than the wats in Mae Hqng Sqn.]

The following is the translation of the official program for the crema-

tion:

--_._-----_.._-----------------------------.
SCHEDULE OF ROYALLY ORDERED CREMATION

[;for] Phra Ra:tchawi:ra:ko:n (Bumna: Ya:naJchuttathe:raJ

Wat Muaito: Ampha: M\lalJ calJWat Me: H5:lJ s5:n

Phra Ra: tchawi :ra :ko:n, the late cao Khana" Cal)Wat of Mae Hqng Sqn,

began his life in Ampha: Yaso:tho:n, Ca1JWat Ubonra:tchatha:ni:, was ordained

as a young man, received his education in the Winai at the residence of

Ordaining Abbot Tha:, Wat Amphuan, Yaso:tho:n and then moved to continue

his studies at Wat Prasa:t bunya:wa:t, Ampha: Dusit, Bangkok. He studied

at Wat BencamabOph{t until he achieved nahtham"e:k status and passed the

5th pray8:k of parian studies. The Monthon Abbot in that time arranged

[:n(.)

Charles F. Keyes Field Notebooks, Thailand 
Original scanned version of typed notes

Written March, 1968 
Page 10 of 98



Marrh 6, 1968

("1~
to send him asa teacher o.f scriptur.e at wat N:l\'/ltthasattha:ra:m, Arnph.3:

V A ;:, , t p' A d T.!' t Y. h MS'Su:z:: tJ[e:n, ,-aIJwa rre: an at ilVa s:;.:Dlmn~aIJ, Afnp. a: ae .. arlang. He was

then ri3.i.sed to the status of Cao KhAna? (:aIJwat and came to live at >'vat

Muai t3: in Mae H9n9 S9n whpre he lived from 194? to 1967, a total of

2') yea LS. [He lived in] Mae Sariang 6 years and in PhrG: 1 year.

Altogether he carried out religiousfunctions in the North for 32 years.

He carried out his clerical duties in government, education, missionizing,

and general welfare for the people of Mae H9n9 S9n as one of the best monks.

He became ill of a hardened l~Lver and passed away on the 21st of September
[h:l)

1967 at 5:30 A.M. at Sr:S<3IJI'la:n hospital at the age of 65 and 116 years

as a monk. A com:Tlittee has arranged, thUS, the folJowing cr.",,~nation rite:3:

2 t'larch 1968: 10:00 A.1v.. ;>0 monks will chant the ThnT'l:-naniya:rr.:::u:t

7:00 P.~. Sermon dialogue.

11:00 A.M. Presenting the monks with their midday meal.

:3 March 1968

""8:00 P.l'i. Chanting of the Phra Aprdtham (~r, te>'T\'YTr~

7:00 A.r,~. Presenting the monks v:ith the morning meal.

10:00 A.I". 20 monks \.;i11 chant Nattalakkhanasu:t

I
I
I
i
!
!
I

\ I

;·1

\
) .

11:00 A.i'i. Presenting the monk;; 'di,th their midday meal.

7: 00 P. j-.r,. Ser:-mon dia 1ague.

8: 00 P. )\'1. Chanting of thE': phd, Aph.t tharn ('r'I r , E> ~ 'nn1

/:1.11J

", .
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March 6, 1968

1)11)

7

4 March 1968: 7:00 A.M. Presenting monks with their morning meal.

10:00 A.M. /6 monks will chant satrpattha:nsu:t

( ~~ ~ n 0/1~ c:f<Y\r
~~ J

11:00/\.t1. Presenting monks ,,.'It!! their ;nidday ;neaL

1:00 P.M. Sermon.

4:00 P.M. Please come to participate in thf-> cremation

4:30 P.M. Cremation

5 March 1968: Feeding of the monks for morning and midday meals.

On the occasion of this royally-ordered cremation, we "!ould like to

invite all students, faithful, officials, and everyone who was well-acquainted

with and respected the Cao K}lUn to join and cooperate together in making

merit on the day and at the place mentioned.

[Signed] Phra Khru: SI:lawara:ca:n

of the sangha side

Mr. tam Kria~siri

Governor and Chairman of Lay Side

Acting Cao Khana? CanglIJat and Chairman
I

I
I

I
iL _

The actual events did not accord with this schedule completely.

[r hope to get the tapes made by the CYA to copy.]
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March 6, 1968

Myal] Po:n (.~~~ J0'H> ):

8

On the way down to Mae Sariang on the 5th we stopped at M~aIJ Po:n

about 10-11 kilometers south of KhUn Yuam (tI~ <;If) ~
)

and in Ampha: Khun Yuam. We stopped there because the CKA wished to

consult with the people about a major festival to be held on the lath-15th

of this month. Kris, Simon, and I took the opportunity to try to find

something about the history of the place.

History of Myang Po:n:

We were referred to an old man who has the ~~~ kU~IJ. This man

said that the name of the village comes from the name of the Po:n River,

but didn't know why it was called myal] as it has never been the seat of a

Cao fa:. He was born here, as were his parents. His Grandparents came

from Loilaem (? sp.) state, Panglom (? sp.) in the center of the Shan

States.

There are a few Khonm~aIJ in the village in the southern quarter of

the village. A small neighboring v"Uage in the North, PapaIj (? sp.),

is also N. Thai. Together with this village, M~al] Po:n has a population

of 270 households of which 250 are in M~aIJ Po:n proper.

During the time Bombay-Burmah was working in the area, the informant

said the place became crowded. When people retired from the work, they

settled here. They came here mainly from the North, from Mae H9n9 S9n

not the Pa:i side
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March 6, 1968 9·

Previously there were some Kayah living here, but absorbed (or

driven out 7) by the Shan. But this was before his time. No Lua~ live

in this area. Karens (probably S·kaw) come searching for food here. Also

came to make merit when invited. They come to watch people at Songkra:n

but don't make offerings themselves at that time. He said that the

Karens do not keep Buddha images in their houses and are still animists.

The Karens from Me: So: (1 sp.) are the only Karens in the tambon _ village

of only 7-8 households. (Karens come to ~JY things in Mya~ Po:n as I

saw them in one of the shops. They were wearing shirts which are not

quite the same as in Mae Sariang.)

I asked about tatooing in M~a~ Po:n since I observed that the old

man had been heavily tatooed. [Kris says that one must distinguish between

the 'picture' type tatooing which is done from the waist down and sometimes

on the upper trunk and the 'Gatha' tatoos which are in Shan/Burmese script

and are usually on the arms. This man had both]. The informant said

that when he was a young man, there was a tatooer in the village. He

wandered about tatooing both Shans and Karen. However, there is noone who

can do tatoos.

We left this old man and joined the CKA who had discovered an even

older man to ask about local history. This second informant claimed

to be 97 years old. He said that his parents were born here, but that

his grandparents came from SadaW Luang (7 sp.) in the northern part of the

Kayah States. _ Mawkmai maybe. Kris asked about local Y~yah and the

informant said that the only Kayah in the area were those in KhUn Yuam who

still lived there when he was a yotmg man.
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March 6, 1968 10

He can't remember the name of the Cao fa: of Mae H9n9 S9n because

it was beyond communications. He didn't work in lumbering, but he heard

abo t it. He doesn't know where it was carried out.

Another informant (Youngish man) answered my questions about the

school. There are 200+ students in the school and they all come from the

village (not outside of it).

Interview with Old Monk at Wat Ommara:wa:t:

After listening to a tape which I had made of a service at Wat

Ommara:wa:t in which Burmese forms were used, Kris Lehman wished to get

the correct order of service in the Burmese way as compared with the

Thai since they differ. Thus, we went over to the Wat. The young monk

was not there, having gone back to Na:i Thian's mine. We then talked with

the old monk whose name in Shan is U Phanti (7 sp.) and who is known in

Northern Thai as Tti?Ti? -

Thi_ monk was born in KhUn Yuam, but was ordained in Mae Sariang.

He was ordained in the Thai way because the old CKA of Mae Sariang insisted

that monks here follow the Thai way. (1 asked if this CKA was the same

p rson as the late CK Cangwat since he had been CKA of Mae Sariang before

being K Cangwat. But Tu?Ti?said that it was another CKA who was here

before the CK Cangwat was. The late CK Cangwat also was very strict in

insisting that the 'Thai' way be followed.) Tu?Ti? has lived alternatively

in Mae Sariang and Khun Yuam for 20 years, but has lived the last 6 years

in Wat Ommara:wa:t. Simon, Kris' assistant, says that the monk speaks

Shan with many Kamm~a~ words and speaks Kamm~a~ with many Shan words.
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March 6, 1968 11

The order of the Burmese service is something as follows (Simon

later got the monk to write out the full service in Burmese, and I hope

to get a copy of it. )

1) The people (or representative) come to request, not in Pali,

that they receive the precepts. They also request a sermon at

the same time if there is to be one. There they lead the

monk to the preaching chair.

2) The people repeat the Okkasa (? sp.) on the formal Pali form

of request for forgiveness.

3) Then the monk leads the people in the Aham Bhante ••• (not in

Thai service).

4) This is followed by the Nama••• and the three refuges. However,

in contrast to the Thai way, the monk repeats the Nama ••• once,

the people repeat it thrice, and the monk repeats it once again

(on the tape in question the monk did not repeat it once agajn.

The repeating of the three refuges is different also. The

monk chants all three, followed by the people. This is done

for the three times.)

I asked about the young monk at the wat. When I asked about his

ethnic group, an old layman who was present said he was Ya:~ Kachin (~ ~

"so I dropped the question. The monk's name is Phra? Chinto:I) ( "wii':: ~;4cn,,~

[? sp.]. His brother, who was a monk here before him, was named while a

monk Phra? Ch:f.ttin O:pha:so: ('\"(r, '-6C"~~ ~@tl1ctJ ). The present

young monk was ordained as a novice in Burma. He was ordained as a monk

in the Thai way at M~aIJ Po:n. The relationshi~between the two young monks
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March 6, 1968 12

and the old man are interesting. The first young monk, after leaving the

order, married a niece of the old monk. When she died, he went to M~a~ P~:n

where he found a n~w wife. The present young monk was sponsored when

ordained into the monkhood by a nephew of the old monk who lives in

Comparisons between Northern Thai, Shan, and Siamese:

Kris, Simon, La?::>: and I discussed some customs and associated

words which exist in the N. Thai, Shan, and Siamese traditions. In the

Shan tradition, the people will come to present to the monks in a wat

a tree on which are hung various gifts. Traditionally, they ~vere supposed

to come and _ake the monks up with a ~ock~ The tree-gifts are called

taan t::>:t (Lehman's translation) in Shan. La?::>: says that this is the

v
same as ta:n to:t (c1\'"I'H. ~G"'l ) in N. Thai. The first of these words

is cognate wi th Y\'~ (tha: n) in Siamese and the second with -v\€>'1

Thus, what I thought were(th5:t ph3.:pa:).

(tho:t). The lrl:teral meaning is 'gifts which are thrown' ..

'-" "in Thai is 'TItE>G1 WI cJ"l

The equivalent

imported Siamese ceremonies at Wats Ommara:wa:t and Canthara:wa:t (see

notes above) were in fact traditional Shan/Burmese ceremonies.

Kris has been particularly interested in the long banners which

are found in Shan/Burmese wats because of their importance in Kayah

religion. These banners are rnQMDri~$ for the dead and are thought to

provide a way for a soul to reach heaven.. The symbolism is quite complex.

These banners are called taam kh::>\n (Lehman's translation) in Shan and

tu~ (~~ ) in kamm~a~ in this area. They are called ~undaing in Burmese.
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Woman Peddler:

A Shan woman peddler visited us today while the Lehman's were

here. Simon was interested in her Shan background and began to inquire

into her history. She is 41 years old and claims to have been born in

Mae Sariang. LIt is a usual plQy for Shans who have migrated to Thailand

to claim that they were born in Thailand and then went to Burma. This

way they are eligible for Thai citizenship. Simon, for example, claims

to have been born in Fang although he only came to Thailand for the first

time about three years ago.] Woman a tually from Siseng (? sp.) which is

on the border between the Kayah and Shan States. She came here shortly

after World War II because of the Shan rebellions. Her parents were

involved in lumbering prior to that time.

Miscellaneous Market:

In the afternoon we went Nith the Lehman's to the market area. We

first went to a shop opposite Khun La?o: 's house. This is a chemist-shop

owned by Shans. Clark Cunningham had discovered that the shop owned a

book in Shan regarding traditional medical practices. He had started to

have it translated (with Simon as the translater) but hadn't finished.

Kris wanted to get the book for xeroxing. While there he and Simon also

discovered that the shop owners (there seem to be two older men involved)

also had some Burmese 'medical' books. These he borrowed al~o. He also

bought some samples of local medicines. The men would have liked to have

the Burmese books translated into Thai because they have nearly forgotten

their Burmese.
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Thi

We then went to Na:i sak's shop where Shiela bought some spices

for making Burmese food. There was an Indian in the shop by the name of

~+~\ who had just arrived from the Shan States 4-5 days ago. He spoke

very good English. He was very unhappy about the situation in Burma at

the moment, thus deciding to leave. He brought out a large supply of

jewels to support himself. He also has money in New York.

We then crossed to the drug and miscellaneous shop across from

Na:i Sak's shop. It is run by Shans. However, I had thought they were

Burmese and Kris asked them if they were Burmese. They were very indignant

at being _aIled Burmese.

Interview with Khun Praphin:

evenil]g we went over to the house of Khun Praphin (~(,,~').4

who works in the treasury office of the Ampha: He is a native of Mae H9n9 S9n

and is himself a Shan. His first wife was the direct descendant of the

Cao fa: of Mae H9n9 S9n and his daughter and mother still live in the house

of the Cao fa: (His wife died some few years ago). He is now married to

Khru: Sukho:n j a teacher at the BOrlphat S~:ksa: school. Kris was anxious

to interview him because he is reputed to know more about the history of

the Cao fa: family than anyone else. He had a manuscript which he consulted

in answering our questions. In the end he agreed to let us borrow the

and was written by Phra? Phlbu:n ) .
manuscript to make a copy. The

Khun Praphin recommended

manuscript is entitled "History of Mae H9n9 S9n"

, , v ~ /' \

borlha:n (")0(,"' ..... i '""~ l.n IA'"\)

that I talk with Na:i Nu: Ma:lai in order

to get the history of Mae Sariang [1 had already interviewed this man
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March 7, 1968

Interview with Monks at the 'Southern Wat' in Me:la:No:i:

This morning Kris, Simon and I went to Me:la:No:i to seek out loc:al

history of the Shans in this area. We stopped first at the 'southemwat'

where we talked with two monks - the abbot and a monk from the northern Shan

States (who happen to come from the same town as Simon).

The abbot is a Khonm~a~ from Mae Sariang and has lived here 10 years.

He has relatives in Me:la:N5:i. The other monk is from M~a~ Mao, has lived

in Thailand 4 1/2 years and in Me:la:No:i nearly two years. During the

forthcoming lent he will go to study at a Shan wat (Wat D:J:n) in Bangkok.

He has the same story as Simon about having been born in Fang and then migrated

to the Shan States.

The abbot doesn't really know much about local history and suggested

that we talk to a blacksmith in town who is reputed to know the history.

The wat, according to the abbot, has three monks (the third monk is

Phra Pan ( 'r{,'<> i'S4 )who went on the trip to B. Dong). There are four

novices in the wat.

The abbot said that the suat and the.:t in this wat are in Thai, Shan,

and Kamm~a~ forms. The wat has scriptures and sp.rmons written in Shan, Burmese,

N. Thai, and Thai.

The abbot also told the story of the name of Me:la:No:i coming from the

Shan word for Lua? He says that T~: La:, and Lua? are all related words.

The abbot says that the original settlers of Me:la:N5:i were Shan ox-cart

traders. The majority who came from Shan States came during Kolan's Wars in

Burma. There are also people related to Shans living in BA:n Ka:t Me:Wa:~

,/ I I

('\IT)-4(\'Q'I h~(J,~ in C:J:m Th:::>:~ District, Chiang Mai (See below).
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March 6, 1968 2

I talked with the abbot about the Lua? in the area. He says that there

are remains of 7 old Lua? "wats" in the area. He also told the story about

the large boulder in the Me:la:N5:i River which was supposed to have chased the

lua? across the Salwin and up into the mountains. (My assistants said that

~ a 1 :I
this stone is called ~..o ..l, 1~ qt)-, - hinlai Lua? - 'the stone [that] chased

the Lua?). He said that the stone got to the place it now is and then asked

:; .;
a bird, called in N. Thai nok katua hua lJo:k (l4n \\'=Q"\ca ",(l",~i)li ) -

literally 'gray-crested cockatoo', if it had seen the Lua? (who were now in the

mountains). It said it hadn't seen them, even though it knew that they were

in the mountains. Thus, the chase stopped. The Lua? today avoid walking

pass this stone [Pete says that if they do they speak N. Thai rather than

Lua? when they pass the stone]. They also avoid eating the cockatoo.

The abbot says that in the cave near the river, (where some Buddha images

were found and where the Thai-style image in this wat was found) there are

some manuscripts. Some of them are in N. Thai, but others are in a language

which the abbot doesn't know but thinks may be kh3:m.

I asked the abbot if Karens come to make merit at this wat. He says

that Karens from Ba:n Pa:ma:k, a nearby lowland Karen village, come to the

ceremonies at the beginning of lent, end of lent and sc~ kra:n to make merit.

There have been some Karens ordained (as novices) in this wat, but there are

none now.

Charles F. Keyes Field Notebooks, Thailand 
Original scanned version of typed notes

Written March, 1968 
Page 22 of 98



March 7, 1968 3

Interview with Blacksmith at Mc:la:N6:i:

After leaving the 'southern watt, Kris, Simon and I went to find the

blacksmith whom the abbot had suggested knows about local history. We found

him working. The following is an interview with this man, tsuat'J 1ek

('blacksmith') tsik?ta? (Lehman's translation) which was written up by Lehman,

Keyes, and Simon. [The transcription of Shan words is based on Lehman's

phonemiciaation given following this interview.]

The informant says that the earliest time he can remember, there were

25 households on one side of the river and 30 on the other. There are

now over 200 households in the village.

He says that he is 60 years old.

We asked him where the Shan people who live here come from. He answered

that part of the population came from the Burma side and part from Chiang Mai

province. The areas in Burma where they came from include Ket'Jto~, Mo"kma ....i,

MalJ Pa,n, and LaalJ kha. People came at the time of Kolan. The people who

came from Chiang Mai came from sam Ka:t Me: Wa:!) and Ho:phai na: sa:i in

Co:m Tho:!) District, Chiang Mai Province. The latter came about 80 years

ago.

The population from Chiang Mai the informant called Yon Mo,n (Yon ­

'northern Thai'; mon _ 'smoky colored'; Yon is the same word as Yuan). He

explained that the term applies to people whom the Shan would call Northern

Thai and whom the Northern Thai would call Shan. They are really Shans,

but ones who are in the Yuan sect. "They speak real Shan." The Yon MO,n ,

he said, contrast with other segments of the population who are called Tai l&IJ

(i.e. "Red Shan"). There is yet another Shan group, he said, the TaJ.loIJ
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[lofj is cognate with N. Thai luafj], a term which Simon explained meant 'main

Shan' that is, the Shans connected with old Kosampi or the Mao Kingdom.

These people (of whom Simon is one) call themselves, Simon says, Tar Maau.

The group includes the Yunnanese Shans.

There are only two people left who are really Tai l~~. The rest of

the Tar lSfj have been absorbed by the Yon Men and all of them call themselves

Tal - i.e. Shan. There is, in addition, one person who is Tar lo~, a Judo

teacher who has recently migrated here from Ma~ Maau. His name is Hsara\

Laau Lu\. He is visiting Chiang Mai at the moment.

Also in the village population, he said, there are some~ (i.e. Lue

or Lii) from KeIJtuIJ. One or two S'kaw Karen from Ba:n Pa:Ma:k (a nearby

lowland Karen village) have married into the village and are now Shan.

Khonm~a~ have also married into the village and become Shan. At this point,

he indicated a young man, who he said is his niece's husband, as an example of

a Khonm~aIJ become Shan. Keyes asked this man where he was from and he

answered Ampha: Ho:t. Keyes asked him how long he had been here and he

answered a year. In responding to the i.nsinuation that he was now Shan,

he didn't reply but just sort of grunted. There are two or three people in

the village the blacksmith said, who are of TO:fjsu. (To\~hsu, in Shan)

descent who are by now Sha. Even the To:~su: who were identified as such

spoke Shan but they spoke with a T5:~su: accent.

Our informant's father was from Laaikha and his mother was from

Ke~to~. They were married before they came here.
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When the tsaufaa (Cao fa:) of Laaikha and M~\km i were fighting, the

winner would burn the villages of the enemy. Thus, the informant said i the

ordinary villagers had to flee. Some of those who fled here died on the

W,ay. Refugees from the Shan States were permitted by the King of Chiang Mai

to settle in the Fa: Ha:m area of Chiang Mai.

In response to the question of whether there were Khonm~a~ in Mg:la:N5:t

when the Shans arrived, the informant answered that there were in the village
....-

called in Thai Ba:n Kla:~ (~~~ ~~~~ and in Shan Waan kaa-~. This village

no longer exists (deserted); some of the inhabitants moved here and some

.I e/

moved to the village called in Shan Waa~ Khan and Ba.:n Wa~ khan (1}.n·H'\~

in Thai.

In a digression the informant said that the Karen village of BA.:n Pa:Ma:k

was formerly called Phamay~ [Keyes suggested that this is probably still the

Karen name of the village.]

He said that there were no Khonm'1aIJ living in what is now Mg:la:N5:i

[see above for exceptions to this statement - i.e. abbot of Southern wat

and the informants nephew~in-law].

He said in response to a question about the Buddha image kept in the

Southern temple of the village that the image was Khonm~a~ style. It came

from the cave which is near the village. There also used to be other images

there - both Thai and Mandalay styles - but they have been stolen. He said

that all of the manuscripts in the cave are written in Northern Thai.
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In response to the question of the routes which the Shans from the

Shan states used in getting here, he gave the following:

1) Ta~t~,m3 to Naai Hs3i to Ampha: M~a~, Ma~ ~9ng S9n.
(,lY\t' 10. f\1l· )

2) N5lJ Pala.m (in MalJ Mas) to M8~la?na (PYI" lj~) from where some

people went to M~alJ Pa:i and some to here via Ampha: M~a~.

3) Me Ce directly to KhUn Yuam, Mi:-la: N5: i, and Mae sariang by

three diverging trails (he drew a diagram in the ashes). [Lehman

says that Me Ce was a main teak toll station into the Salwin

under Kantarwadi, that is, under Kayah control. See below.]

In response to a question con~erning whether Me:la:lua~ was settled by

the same people as Me:la:N5:i, he said that it was - i.e. by Shans from the

Shan States and Yon Man from Chiang Mai. When both Me:la:N~:i and Me:la:lua~

were settled, Ba:n Kla:~ was the only Khonm1,J.alJ vjllage in the area. Some Shans

south of Me:la:N5:i and West of Me:Te:. [could this be

- Ba:n Pha: PUm - which is shown on the 1:50,000 map?

about 10 kilometers

the village of U·w~ ~~,
~Vhatever the name of

the village, it suggests a more southern settlement of Shans than Me:la:N5:i.]

We asked about the war with the 'Red Karens'. He said yes they came

down here. He also knows salawpaw's name. He came to attack this area through

the pass at the place where the Pa:i River flows over into Blrma into the Balwin.

(Near the Thai polic~post called Na:m Phia~ Din). There was a big battle at

this place and the informant said that Salawpaw was very lucky there. Simon

asked him why Salawpaw was lucky and the informant replied because birds didn't

fly over his palace but flew around it or through it (i.e. through open spaces

in the palace). [Lehman thinks that this is a metaphor suggesting that
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salawpaw had nothing over his head - i.e. that he was the greatest one. He

was a person of great charisma.] Local Shans under the ru ers of KhUn Yuam and

Mae Hc;mg S<;ln together with some Khonm1,1aI] under the King of Chiang Mai defeated

salawpaw on this side and chased him to Y~.IJ Hwe, on the Burma side. The

.'
victors built a pagoda there which has a kamm1,1aiJ inscription and the young

people built a pagoda which has a staircase inside it (Le. a hollow pagoda).

He says that no Kayah have settled here and he mentioned the ones at

Khun Yuam as being the closest ones. [Lehman discovered that there sed to

be a Kayah community in Khun Yuam near the airport. They have long since

disappeared with only a couple of old women left to bear reminder to their

former presence.]

He himself has been to b-i "-,;I,

teacher whose name was Pinkhet (? sp.). He has been to several other places

in the Shan and Kayah States.

He worked in lumbering for the Bombay_Burmah Company under Burmese

supervisors. In response to a question he said that a lot of people here

worked for Bombay-Burmah. Bombay-Burmah had three headquarters with European

Managers in M1,1aIJ Pa:i, Mae H9n9 S9n, and Mae Sariang. There was no headquarters

in KhUn Yuam but head elephant drivers lived there. People employed by the

company included Shan, Karen, and Khamu? The Khamu? were elephant drivers

and mahouts. Khamu? came once from Laos as little boys and settled here.

No Khamu? are now left in the area [actually, there are some Khamu? settled

in the lowland Lua? village of sa:n Phe?, a suburb of Mae Sar1aog - Keyes].
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There are currently thr-ee people in Me:la:N5:i who are tatooers. Only

one man goes up in the Hills to tatoo Karen - name is Hsara\H~aa\D Tsaai.

There was also another man, now dead, who also went up into th~ hills

The following, given by the informant, ar~ the clerical titles used

in Me:la:N5:i:

wu~n tsau

.n tsaal']

tsau hsaa,IJ

tsau n

tsau tsaalJ

hsara,

hsara" lot]

hsaal']
,

tsau hsara .... to ..

'head monk'

'ordinary monk'

'novice'

word used for addressing head monk

word used for adctressing ordinary monk

ex-ordinary monk

ex-head monk

ex-novice

use for Phra? Khru:

He said that the name of the ancient Thai capital, Sukhothai, is a Shan

word, hSY,lJ khu, tai which means: hSY~IJ - 'settlement': khu - 'moated':

The ruler of M1.fat] Yuam was the "son" of the King of Chiang Mai, according

to the informant [probably does not really mean "son" but "relative" or

someone sent by the King of Chiang Mai.]

The ruler of Kh~n Yuam at the time when Khun Lu\'s father was ruling

in Thai. This was the title and name given him by the King of Chiang Mai.
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He was T5:Dsu:, but doesn't know if he was the T5:~su: who built the fi.rst

pagoda in Mae Hqng Sqn [unli.kely because he 'was later than the time when the

pagoda was bui.lt]. He says that the rulpr of M~aD Yuam at this time may have

been named Cao N5:i Hat. M~aD Pa:i was also separate.

He sai.d that Phaya: Phra? Th~:D sent gold 'flowers' as tribute to the

King of Chiang Mai. At this time Me:la:No:i was under M~aD Yuam while

MS:la:luaD was under Khun Yuam

He said that if one did something wrong at this time and if one lived

under MVaD Yuam, one could just walk across the border into KhunYuam and be

free. Now if one lives anywhere in Thailand, there is no escaping.

Shan Place Names:

Simon discovered in M&:la:N5:i that the Shan name for the settlement

is Me-la?o,n (where ~~n is cognate with N. Thai '~:n which appears in the word,
la'o:n (~~~@Q~ ), 'c ,ild') and for M&:la:luaD is Me-la?loD. M :la?(M&:la:)

is the name of a river and La? is the Shan word for Lua? Regarding the term

la?Simon says it can be found also in the Shan States. For example, one

kind of ~~\~~~j located in S.E. part of Lashio district just on the edge of

the Wa state (Headquarters at Myosa Lo-i mo~ in Taa?D Yaa,n Township) are

called by the Shan, Lo-ila? in polite speech and la?ki-n he (i.e. 'Lua? eat head')

in disrespectful speech.
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Shan ion:

The follow!Lng is Lehman's romanization of Shan.

Initials: Finals:

k kh IJ (ng ) vk, ~g

ts hs ny 'It,

t th n vp, wn

p ph,f m a (a) , i, a(i)u

y,r,l,\iJ,h ay

Vowels: Tones:

i h
.'2

Y u

High (tense) ~ v(v) ?
e a 0 V

E: a :) Low (Jax) V- v, V

(aa) lV-

5
~ ?,v

NB: On the use of the letter "y"

as a vowel: high, back, unrounded

(eg. ly? (Thai Lue)

as a glide: high,~, unrounded

(eg. never heard initial final as in kat - lay (where)

fr~t, high, unrounded

(eg. YU, (be, at, stay)
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Note on "length" (on ~ only ~ ): a contrasts vIi th aa only in closed

syllables; before k, ng,t, n, p, m, i, u

never before y (back, unrounded glide)

never after initial c iusters, i e., :It c {:].':: (C) 1lo

other Notes on Shans:
J
""(

Kris and Simon both are bewildered by the term lJiao (1~(J(.I ) which the

Northern Thai use for Shan. They say that they have never heard thererm

in Burma and the Shans themselves do not use the term. The term, incidently,

is listed in no N. Thai dictionary except Purnell's where it is glossed as

"Shan people" but it is listed in McFarland where it is glossed as "serpents

(in general) j the Shans, a tribe living in Northern Siam." vlhen I was most

recently in Bangkok, a Thai with an Indiana Ph.D. in Political Science

and who now works for USOM!Research Division, Sompo.~ Sangchai (Sompho:n

S~:lJchai) said that he thought the term lJiao did not refer to the Shans at all

_ that is to the Shans as they are known from Burma.

Kinship Terms for Monks:

On the trip to Mae H9n9 S n, we had a number of monks with us. As I

have gotto be quite close to these and other monks, Sanga introduced kinship

terms for ikhom's use. Thus, for the CKA who is my elder by a few years,

she said AK should call him luat] lU1J. For a monk who is my junior, lualJ phi:.
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PO::c khao sa!J:

yp.3terday and today h'e have o:-)s<:rved a c:ere'nony called 10·-'1111' ?:J::!- kh3.o sal]

\
.~ . P:):i is the N. ~:lai 'dOra for fesb Vi;' 1 , kh.3o - •rice I ,

~a~ i~ cognate with
c>.'SJ

Buddh i ,·:t monks. The m'':rtni ng of ':oan. here is

,..I

;;irei lar to the central Thai '!!'ord sa1jkhatha :n (;5~"JJ "l'\.H ) - "gifts,

alr:'s I or food presented to Buddhist; "'lonks (McFarland, 841) usually to make rneri t

fOe a dead relative. Sanguan
".., ,.... '" f' v,,.,,,, ,

C:ho : t t1 ::;ukkha r a i- • s _T_h_i_a_o_j\_1)ll.a--:lJ~f_JYl.a_.__1_8_\"1_a_t_-I-__h_a_n_a_t_h_a_m

'" ~,J J...J-.ll
\;U€>-1\""~ 1I~'()~'k'Yrr:I-J r~lrlM y",~ I~.)

['Tburing the North and Nort~ern Customs and Mores'] (Bangkok: Orleon store,

,2505 [lC)Q/ JI pp. 76..77) "'oS a ?-hort note on this custom ',!h.ich in translat.ion is

"Besides th'? OniinabJJn 'pJ:j', t~;F:re 1.'3 <'mother kind of ;:-<):5_

:all~d po:i kh~o salJ, that i~ the making of merit and dedicating it to

o person who has died in childbirth. It is believed

of dea th '-::omps to i'\ person 'iii. tr~ grr.:i'l t l'v'gah.ve Karma

tho t thi. s type

(J..u,Jntr~ ) .
The soul of such a person is unlikely to emerge from the vast cycle of

Kar.ma. Thus, lone] must .-::ake merit and dedicate it to the rleceased

for its major effect. The offering is an image of a :10u5e containing

b ... h 1 .; <:- d diffe>rp. t r .p p",l f ('.1 t1-··a oal., JeJ.ong."ng ..,, an ... ~... _n d)J.·..c ...-.J 0 .... 0 ,I].ng. T:rLo:.; is taken

( ~,:V'

"

and offered to the ['lonks [·",ho are J rr-;quested to dedicate the mer:i. t made

frOE, e·,is offer"ing [to t:re dead J thus allowj.ng [the deceaDed J to be

freed from the Kar.mic: depth:3."

In the morni.ng of the 9th ~ve visj ted tb,e house of Ylrs. i<:IalJ Ha.ni:la:t

-n,J \~CI~ .u~ ,::;)~ ) ':iho ",Jas the sponsor of the '::ere:nony j.n ord'?:!:' to

;, and one of
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o
chi ldren, EarnlllIJ (U'"l ~~ ), who died in childhood.

2

She invited us to

the celebration hy offering us a c.'andle in a si 1ver kh~f'. (receiving the

ci1ndle indici1ted our 'tJillingness to attend). The invitation was c..ou.c..MQ.o.

in the terms that she would like to invite us to join in ffii1king merit. We

I' .
also talked to Mrs. Kla!J's father, Police Haj. Sgt. Bun Phop (tv")~U(/'"''''fJ~ ,,!N."rI" U ).

(YIn)

We were told that today was a day of preparation and that the actual ceremony

would be on the 10th at 7: 00 in the morning. As we 'were planning to attend

another ceremony during the day on the 9th, we didn't see any of therreparations

or what else went on. However, this morning we heard that guests had been

fed during the day and entertained with SJ: musi.c (tradi tiona 1 Northern music).

All informants we talked to agreed that the ceremony had as its purpose

the making of merit for the deceased, though it was not specified that the

de~eased need have died in c.hildbirth (as was obviously not the case in the

ceremony being described).

Thp offering vIas a small house, crlf1plete to the detatls of corregated

iron roofing, windows, veranda, etc. The house was big enough that a person

could climb up and sit inside of it. In N. Thai this house is called a

~ ...-
h yann5:i ('f)'9h .... €)V ). In this case, the house had two 'rooms' because

two souls were involved. They were filled with everyday household objects:

mattresses (2), mosquito nets (2), blankets, clothing, mirrors, pillo\Ns 1

eating utensils, spittoon, bucket, calendars, etc. The interior was also

decorated with paper flowers, garlands, and streamers. In each of the rooms

were photographs of the two deceased for 'tJhom the ceremony was being held.

This morning there were also three 'ritual' objects in the house: (1) a monk's

alms bowl, the significance of ItJhieh I did not gather; (2) an object called

U<,lJ
a tU!), and (3) a metal teay filled 't/ith ash.
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('",..J
The bJl'J is generically of +:he :~a!T>e class a2 the Shan taarn kl-'8,n, although

5t is much sGalJer, ~eing ahout 1 1/2' high. The longer name for it is

tlJt;llek ( - i.e. 'ircJO hanner' or tUt] t8:t] (~"'lt\~-3 ) -

'golden hannpr'. The tor of the bit] in this c<?r'''mony '.vas a representation of

a lotus made from tin. Hanging fro~ the r e rn of the tU!] ;'ler,:, a n'JInher- of

symbolir:: objects inr}uding a 'boat', 'paddle', 'raft', 'pole for propL"lling

a raft', and 7 pieces of wood of the same shape. SGne of the latter had

pieces of metal inside and some other things. T'le symboli sm of the boat and

raft is that the spirit of the dead might need a craft to cross the river

hell from heaven (thi:~ \·jas S,3man's explanation) or to reach thE~dj.viding

Dq1J
l-lOu3e of the s'-,irits (r"ir. 1ns11an':3 eXPlanati':)n). f S .. '"' tllaman, lnCluen y, says

te'f'ples. They are called tuZ] also.]
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Ern)
The tray of ash, f"!r. Insuan explained, was used for a sort of divination.

[The Hr. Insuan being rt:>ferred to in this description and in the description

of the ordination of novices 'dhich follo'l.s is a native of Mae Sariang, married

to a woman from B. Khapua!j. He is now a court officLal, hut 'Nas once a monk

at Wa t Benca in Bani]kok and acts as a senior layman in Nae Sariang. He is

very knowledgeable about loral customs.]

This morning we arrived about 7:00 A.M. We were ushered into an upstairs

room where there were six monks. All of the rooms of the house _ upstairs

and down had been made ready to receive guests by removal of their normal

objects - mattresses, etc., which were put under cloths and by being laid

with mats. Guests were in all rooms. Host of the guests were middle-aged

and older, and women predominated.

Shortly after \~Je arrived another monk came. (There must be an odd number

of monks and be at least 5) The monks present were the abbot of Wat Sr:bunr~a~,

[Me,)

the abbot of ',vat s.ttthfmongkhon, the abbot from Wat C::>:ITl Ce:f,J, and monks from

Wats Chaiyala:p, Kittiwong, and C::>:f,J SU:f,J (an old monk). The 7th monk was

also from Wat Sr:bunr~alJ. Also, present in the room was a lay religious

practitioner, Aca:n 'rlenta:n ( ~"\!\'lf{ (,;)'Kn",~

equivalent mq: in the N.S. J.

[Aca:n is the functional

In this room were also i'l. set ofoff~r:ings consisting of 6 buckets filled

with various items and 3 basins filled wjth s~milar things. These ar~ called

Ie-cally kUaj sal'} ). One of the 'wash basins cont.a ined

the follO'ding: a ,OC:-OflUt still in
[L-"IJ

its outer husk, a 'mon'?y tre'O'" ti9d together
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('}~\ J • ,
VJl th canales, incense>, and flowers and wraDped at the bottom <tIi th banana leaves,

banana leaf 'ba:isI:' (or somethini] that looked like a ba:isI:,) 2 paper

::yl inders r.on taining something I::ouldn' t see, a bag of mLlled rice, bottlr" of

fish sauce, tin of milk, soap, cookies, tinned fis~, candlps, homemade

cigarettes, bmches of garlic.

T'~e cer~mony began "ii th the aca :n chanting announcing about the making of

meri t for the persons 'Nhc have died, anc asking e,a t the persons who have

died to come and receive the merit from the relative sponsoring the ceremony.

Then the monks were Drpsented with their breakfast. First twotrays of

food and two gla;:;ses were presen ted to thF~ senior monks. Thi '; Nr. Insuan sClid

;,'Jas the ta: n khan khao ( , i.(~. 'Dresentation of food'

(literally, 'off""ring_tray_rlJ-f?') in memory of the sponsnrs'dead 9arents.

[r \'Ionder, hO;/Jever, if it wa:;n' t for the t'1l0 deceased for 'JJ].-iom the ("I:'~rernony

'.'IIas bein(j held. J Then one monk poured the water as tnlat n<l:m to :,pnd the

r~lerit to the dead and to .i..nform the sponsors' Daren ts .';~)irits ryf thp ceremony SJ

that they can come and express their satisfaction.

After this formal presenting of food, the monks sat around 10\,! tables

and ate. During their breakfast, the aca:n chanted.

After breakfast three monks gave simultaneous sermons. The abbot of

SI:bunn~i'lI) gavp a sermon in one half of the li.ttle house (the spom,or's

husband's side) and the abbot of ',..vat si tthfmongJd'on gave a sermon in the other

half of the little house (the sponsor's c:-:ild's sidt"l. The abbot of 'Nat

C::>:m CG: t: gave a sermon in P';e uprer room. A] I sermons \,Jere in N. Thai and

L~""')

all thf? meri t received fr,)m this seLmon '.vas dF'dir;a b,,·d to t1te deceased.
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'i1hen the ser:~,<)n.s were over, aU of the monks returned upstairs where

U'lCY ',-fere !1resented with t:Ie offerings. Si.x monks representing the six It!ats

present received a 'bucket' offering. The 7th monk, "f110 w,;s aL;o from it.fat

Sl;bunn,J-2lYJ, received an envelope of money. The t~ree monks who gave sermons

each received the 'basin' offerings as well. After th0 offer-ings were made,

the monks chanted the b:uat na: m to send the merit to the dead.

The monks then left and the people began to disperse. We went outside to

take pictures at the 'little house.' 1'11r. Insuan said that the house will be

presented to Wat SI:bunrl../aYJ. The house o,vill be kept there three or seven

days, then it will be broken up and its ':JoLts .,,,,ill be lls"?G for other things.

Later I asked the CKA what -'ire done with the tJ,ingE-; that are put inside thp

house since not all (psDecic,lly tnp clothes') can be used by monks. He said

that these things ,,,,ill he given a"Nay to }\J;:kd.h..at or -to poor people. He

commented that he still had a set of women's clothes in the wat which he hadn't

been abl~ to give a~ay.

On the house there "'Jar; a placard which read:
.1 .J <:. C'\ .... _-:I

"n"l.nll'6 i)MI,J:)a'< ~"1"llJ'\ "~e "'-"'~.,)~

Tr:anslation:

Mrs. Klan. Hani:15:t Dedicates this House

to

Police Sgt. sat 1v'J;:l.ni:la:t and dekcha:i !3l.mruYJ Hani:15:.t

~~o Have Passed Away

Charles F. Keyes Field Notebooks, Thailand 
Original scanned version of typed notes

Written March, 1968 
Page 37 of 98



March 10, 1968 7

\)."<'0

Yesterday, Mr Insuan also talb:>d about this ceremony. He said that. it

, ~
is similar to t.he ceremony of the Chinese called kongtek «(l~\.0"\11

in which many obj~cts ar~ made in paper for the use of the deceased and then

burnpd at a ceremony. He thinks that the po:i khao sa!] i.s a custom of
(}oo .>

Mahayana origin which came into thi s area via Kengtung. The CKA "aye; that the

Karen have a similar custom, but they put jewelry and the kind in the offering.

However, they only make a temporary present of the gifts to the monks and then

come and reclaim the objects.

The ceremony w~s over by 9:30 in the morning today. It is commonly held

in the 6th lunar month, northern reckoning. But it can be, accordjn'] to Insuan,

held any time exce!Jt during lent. Not everyone does it, blJt only thoE;e who

can afford it. There were at least two others on the same day on the oP!Josite

s\-;ore",ihich the CKA attended.

P;):i Lu:k K8:0:

Today and yesterday we have also been involved in ceremonies surrounding

the ordination of one monk and two novices from sa:n Khapua~ - a Northern

Thai village south of Mae Sariang about blo miles on the opposite side of the

river. r-tor:t of the explanations of this ceremony come from VII. Insuan who

was present.

The name of this ceremony in N. Thai is p::J:i lu:k ks:o (J~e::t1"lt~

- literally 'the r.er.emony of the prt"'cious (or jel,.Jeled) child'. Sa Duan

(o~c~_. P!J. 74-76) gives the following description of this ceremony (as

\ [1'" Jtranslated by me):
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"Among thp p::>:i or festivals, there is besides thE

8

P;):ilualJ, a 'little' po:i - namely the meri.t-rnaking p::>:i of

ordination into the clergy which in the north is called
\ <jj

.:"p_::>_:_i_h_~1.1_'a_,.L_,-_1_u_:_k_k_5_:_o (~9<aU'd«f~/' ~ \i'fl ~ ) ['festival of

ordaining the precious child' J. In tl~is ceremony if the

person who arranges it has a good status [i.e. is wealthy

enough], he will perhaps build a temporary pavillion (Which in

the north i; called ph~:n) in

wi th offerings and The 'Ei.ght

front of his house and decorate

~ aI '"
Requisi tes' (b,(\~~~.~q''U!J !l}1 'a

.-41....;

it

In this cererlony I the preparation of the decoration takes place

one day before. This day is called in the soutt': \-lan sUkdip

['ripe day']. [On this dilyJ there are various

entertainments for the people '....ho join in the rejoicing (in
I

the north, [these guests] are called kon ma: h~:m (~~~l~d~

[can't find~ lL:.ted in any dictionary]) .such as like: and

s::>:m'iarJ. However today, there has likc->ly heen progress in

some places and there iJ short music to listen to also.

"On this day of preparations, neither called p::>:i lUBtJ or

p::>:i n5:i, there is the food preparation to look after and many

buffalo and cattle to butcher becausE" in some pIaces the usual

number of guests is i:1 thethousonds. People in the rural areas

have many conn?"ct.1ons and they are Ii kely to knm" each other

well. \tJhen t'ley have a rneri t-making ceremony, they then spread

the news widely. Otherwise it will be believed that they do
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not love and respect one another. Therefore, looking after

guests is a major undertaking. The r::ooks wLll ,"ark until they

are exhausted. But the feeding of guests takes place only

during the day. For p::>:i luaD festivals, there must be

feeding of the priests in the morning as well, besides t'1<3.t,

there will be feeding of guests at the time of monk's morning

and mid-day meals. After that time there will be no feeding

of food other than drinks such as orange juice and betel,

miaI), and cigarettes which are normally available for guests

in the North.

"In this ceremony 'tthen the day of preparations is finished,

the following day there will be the ordination at the w~t.

UsuallY,it is popular to have the ordination in the morning.
C1 01

The thamkhwan na:k ("'1<U'd'ilJ1b'\~ ) ['calHng of the kh""an

of the novitiate'] of the south also ex:~sts in the n0rth and
v v v

is called h5: I]kh1Jan lil:k k'8:o (ee~"\l6~~n~~'Od ) I,."hieh

is the calling of the khuan of the novitiate himself for which
~

there is a ba:isI: (\.Jl'U4'l'S and an Aca:n (namely, [a

man from among] the group of na:n (~W\~ ) [N.T.] or thlt

~6\ 'I.t~() ~m [C.T. ] I-,ho have left the monkhood. As for
'lJ

Deople who have been and left, they are called 'N5: i fl ('\-\,O'i) ).

For example, a person ItJhose name is Bun:na: \vould be called

N5: i Sunma:.) ,-Jho i.~ the p!2rson skilled in calling the khl,Jan
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to come to the:' <:eremony by chanting [literally 'rhythmically

reading'] for it to hear. There is reference, as in the south,

to the merit of the father and mother Lof t~,e no'!itiate]."

=or a des<:ription of an ordination ceremony in another pi1rt of the

North see Kingshell, 1965:102-109.

We arrived in B. Khapuang about 10:30 on the 9th. The festivities were

taking place at the house of Lu~n5:i we: ) who was the arranger

of the ceremony. [literally, this person is called 'the owner' of the

V A • v J- cao kno: IJ !}3.:n When we arrived the novitiates

(b"'o would-be-novices am ODP would-be_monk) l,Jere not around. It ',Jas explained

that they were at t<lat Na:m Drp from ~"here the procession 'IJould come. This

explains why we passed so many people '~arryi.ng drurns, gifts, etc. in the

opposi te direction as we were coming into the vi.llage. Since there was no

activit.y going on when we arrived, I took the opportunity to ask some '1uestions

about the ceremony.

Mr. Insuan explained that in Shan this ceremony is called sa:!J 10I]

(sa:IJ is the Shan word for novice). In this ceremony, the novitiates will

ride on horses. The actual ordinati on will take place at Wat Ki ttLJOng since

thp ceremony for ordaining a monk must be held in a b5:t i"lnd must be conducted

by a monk qualifi_ed to ordain, net t~1E~r of it!hich exist in the nearby ,,,,ats
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Next to LUDn5:i Ide: 's house had been er.-ected a pavillion <:.:overing a

raised platform. In front of thi,; platform ,,,as a table. On the platform 'w'ere

four clerical bpds, each with an assortment of offerings. One of these beds

was for the monk-to-be, two for the novices: and one for the Buddha. On

these beds were placed highly decorated pillows, mats, paper flm"ers in vases,

water jugs, mattresses, also highly decorated, some money trees. On at least

one of them there was a priest's bla~ket, a clothsack containing scriptures,
\

a monk's fan, the "8 requisites" <Called khyaIJ blJat _ \~e.)\.)')6 - in

N. Thai), lacquered pha:n and betel box, two bundles of reeds/branches

cal led :;a: Hda: (., I ~~) ) on VJhich '."hi te c10th i' placed, 'lotus fICJ'rJers'

.:n representational form made of woven bamboo used for ,•.Jai-:i.ng, other flowers

:node of wax, a mattress (:alled a:::-tsana: (0~ Kl ) .;:m ,·.;hier, preaching Lei

done. Also, on I"a'.:h bed v"er,~ '~Jbite c:lotr:::, to be used in the ceremony and

candles and incense.

On the t.able in fr'-mt 0f t'J,,:' platfocm there ,,,ere the following: a

money tree stuck in a 'dater jU(j, t'40 trees decorated respectively wi th

'gold' leaves and with ',,;lver' leaves (these are caJlprj G\~()~~'l\().!

d3:kmai th:>:lJ - and ~,,-lii~~..... - d3:kma:,. r:;d:n and

N. Thai. T~ey r~~re~~nt the ~o tree), one large golden-colored ~Jddha image

modeled on the Emerald Buddha, on"" Buddha image in the form of the Naga

prot<::cting Buddha, one wooden if!1age in Chiang88:n style made recently in

Chiang !\fBi} one if!1age of a monk (not Khru:ba: SI:'-rlchai), h!o small hla(~k_ware

vases conta ining arti fica} flowers, one ba: t and on,:;> s -; 1ve- khan in which the

gu<:'sts place money to help in this m,:;>rit-making.
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Mr. Insuan said that this is the time of the year for ordinations and

funerary rites.

A group of older men were seated on the platform with the beds. There

were two benches near the t~ble where 'higher status' guests sat. Still

under the pavillion on mats sat many other guests while other guests "Jere in

the nearby house. Petty merchants were set-up around the place with people

milling about (some flirtation). A s:): group was performing on the veranda

of the house.

I noticed that next to the pavillion was a temporarj shrine at which

offerings are made to the gods of the four directions and te· those of heaven

earth (see notes for November 30, 1967). The shr;ne is called, according to,
......... d

Insuan, ta.:o t~l'}d: (""\")G=\.J~
rlsee notes of November 31, 1967 for

etymology]. He said that offerings are made to these the:wada: 5n oeder to

have them come and help insure that all goes well with the ceremony. Insuan,

together with Aca:n Wenta:n w~om I met at the p~:i khao sa~, gave me the

fo11o',,,,ing list of the:ltJada: propitiated at this shrine:

....
East: G"\'") "'S It\-: :f ~ "r .. (ta:o th6ttalatha)

-'"'I

\tJest: ~ ;cr~ (ta:o wlpak)

North: 0\')t- (ta: 0 kuwe:n)

South: " ';),~9\ (ta:o ItJ:Lrunlaha" )
I

"- (Phs" In)Top: • 'ri~... (b W'M
---

, ~

(Me: Tholani: )Bottom: .. \I~~M
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T'-,ese names differ somE~'I.]':at from those obtained before (Novem!)er Y', 1967)

"'mel are ;;-,ore similar to tr,ose gLven in Na:i M8:t'S dictionar.y.

The ceremony her:-e had been performed the night before. 11r. Insuan says

tho. t these di vini ties are propi tii'l ted especiAlly at the times of hOllsebuild ing

and ordinations. Tr,e person who was in charge of the ceremony .:is called in

N. Thai "a:ca:n (O)~l.,..-r- ).

,
We were served lunch consisting of a k8:~ c~'~ and phrlk dG:~ with

glutenous rice. It was interesting to note that glutinous rice was served

because this makes the Village seem much more khonrnya!J th-':ln other.- lowland Thai

villages in the area.

After lunch the procession began. We met it as it was coming into the

\l.-S
village. The tbref' novitiates were riding 110r'5es (really Don'f") which in

turn were being contrulled by 4 young men. A fifth young man held a decorated

umbrella over the head of the novitiates. In front of the procession were

older men carrying phan '-IL th gifts on them. Tbf? nrocession entered welt

B. Khelpua~ (This "'fat is interesting sin~e the \<Ji h_a.:n has its main entrance

on the opposite side as the entrance to welt grounds. ThUS, on entering the

welt one is faced not with the front entrance of this wlha:n but with the

back end. The reason for this is that the Buddha images in the wlha:n must

alway~ face East. However, the path from which one enters the welt is on the

IJest). The procession circled once about the ,.',£:,,::1 :n. tv.,'2.;-ds ~he left from

the point of view of the gate of the welt, and also ,~ J'I\.l were facing the front

of the wlha:n (this is not thf' 'correct' direction for circling - see below).

Then the procession approached the ktl'tt!. The novi ti.a tes were carried off
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their mounts and up into the k~ti. Here they knelt hefore a lone monk,

presented him the offerings which the older men '.-Jere carrying, 'begged his

pardon' (O(v'1).J'\ - kh5:sa:ma:) and received the monk's bless;ng.

had apparently done the same thing in Ttlat Huai Wo:k and in \flat Na:m D1 :p.)

T.'le novitiates were carried back to thei.r mounts and then the whole pt:"ocess~on

circled the wih.3:n on-~e again in t",e same direction, left the \<lat and moved

towards the house of the sponsor.

However, before reaching the house, the processi.on stopped somewhere and

the novitiates were given their lunch. About an hour later, the procession

did arrive at the hou::;'? The procession D2lraded through the pavilli.on and

coins and popped rire ·",eLe thrown tn. front of the novi tia tes. Then they '.tlere

carried to the plat.forrn and there they sat for awhile (not u?on the beds but

upon ma t.s pla·--:ed on the pIa tforrn) • They ',pIere given d ,rinks and fanned (i t

"'las a very hot afternoon). Then they were carri·ed back to their horses.

The procf?ssion then w""nt to a su1J\).r.b village of 3. Dong v;here thpy '.-lent

to the shrine of the village tutelary spirit, the cao myaIJ. The procession

c:ir,~led the shrine once and then drew up in front of it. The novi bates did

not enter the structure but an old man ("who could be any old man") entered

and presented vases with long leaves. This same ~ustom had taken place before

at the B. Khapuang shrine.

The nrcc:ession returned dnd the- novi tiaes apparently went to rest. I

took the opportunity to ask ahout what else was to occur. I hlac; told that in

the early evening, thnre will be the ceremony of 'calling the khwan' -

thamkhwanna:k (,.;" "'t)~_ ) in T'la i and h:J: IJ kll1:ian. (~oj ...,5~ ) .
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) of the novitiates. The elders will also give the novit~a.tes

This ceremony wjll he per:-formed by an aca:n h5:IJ khuan (o'l\I.ToiCQ.)";;-{.

Aftee this ceremony, the novitiates wil1_ go to 'beg forgiveness' (''1>7;U''\

from various elders. The elders \"'ill respond by 'tyi_ng the '?!rists'

..... .,.J
( ~ n di(O

some small change. These are customs of respect.

D1lring the evening there will be a spcr:ial rOC:1 of s;): ~1Jsic called

S8: k~pnok ('songs of collecting birds'). Traditional S8: music has been

going on all day.

Tomorrow morning there will be a procession from Khapua!J to Wat

KittL;ong '.'1h·"'re the ordination will take place. It is expected the process 1 0n

will reach the wat about 12:30 _ 1:00 P.M.

The five attendants of the novibates mu::t he> male. They are usually

;Jot f:iarrierl, but they can be.

Sometime after 4:00 P.M., the novihates came back to the pavillion and

'..iE' thought the cal] ing of the khwan was about to take p1a'e. :lowever instead,

n2'''' form of entertainment (apparently the s;) :kepnok) -t'egan. We listened to

this for awhile and then left.

Today we went to Wat Kittiwong at about 12:30 only to discover that

the would-he-monk had passed out and 'Alas now il (at first they thought he

\, .

had died). sanga, who \.-las with us, said U13 t perhaps he didn't have sufficient

bun to enter th":' monkhood. 3ut he "'las revived and the ceremony did take place

in the afternoon.

I askpd the CKA. hm" many monks I;-Iou1d be present at the ordination.

He said that there would be 10. There must be at least 5, but in up-country

t::-,.,:,,:, tere are ll:-;ually 10. In BaniJkok there are usually 25. He gave me the

fol]o\~ring names of groups of monks:
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16

5 monk::,

10 monks

The 9ror:~ssion from B. KhApuang arrived at the t!?mpl~ <Jat<:7S at: Ab0Ut

3:45 after havi ng moved thr-ough the do',mto1tlTl acea of Mae Sariang. The

procession entered the wat and circled the bo: t once to the left. It '",las

then explained to the leaders of the procession by a young monk from

Kittiwong that this was the wrong direction. [He explained to me later that

circling to the left is connected with funeri'iry customs.] The procession

then turned and circled to the right. They only made one circlet although

they should have done so three times, b~ca'.lse, som"'one in the procession

said, the wind had come up and was blowing dust in everyone's eyes.

The procession stoP:JPd in front of the bo: t and th!? novitiates were

lifted off their ponys r:lnd carried inside the building. .A. nurnber of men

eYJ.tereci the bo:t, ·",hiJe most of the "'Jomen cro,,:ded on the porch outside.

Tlte novitiates moved to the left-hand side of the bo:t (as one fac~s

the> image). In the back":center of the bo: t in front of the al tar ',,,er-e the

clergy. There were actually 12 monks i rangpd as follows:

0 ()0

0 ~~

0 10

0 0

0 0

------. '"::hief abbot
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On the right-hand side of the bo: t ',<Jere placed the robes for the novi tiates

and the monk' ~ bowl. Sl ightly off of center--l,ft !;Jere ranged 11 coconuts

c-
all 'I i th iandles in the tops of t.hpJn.

The first act of the ceremony was the change of the novitiates from

their 'beauti.ful' clothes into the white robes of a candidate. The make-up

~'das removed from their faces and they were made~ for the follo'tJing events

which would transform them into members of the Order.

The details of the ordination were not recorded, (see Wells, 1960:

135-151) because my tape recorder is out of order. But I did make the

follo';;5ng o:::',servat:on;~:

1) '1"'1e biO novi:::es were received before the ne~N monk, the Ii tt1estl

youngest novice seemingly taking a subordinate position to that

of ';is elder.

2) All three were given their robes, and the new monk his bowl, from

a layman or 1ayme!1 before apprc"'3cr ing thr;> monks. Dress 'Nas not

donned, however, until they h,'\d fi.rst been presented to the

ordaining abbot and then returned to the novitiate. One inner

robp. was placed over the head of the novitiate by the monks and then

the novitiate withdreltl to the right_hand side of t.he bo:t to

fini3h changing ~.n.to his rot)e.

3) '.i'he CKA \v1-lo was the orda':'ning ahbot instructed each of the novitii1teS

in Triai.
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4) Aft0r the monk-to-be had changed into his yellow robe, he received

his. alms bowl from the ordaining monk and then withdrew to the

doorway of the bo:t. At this point, the service took a far more

sacred CI.."""-" No layman was a llo,..'ed to si t anY\'lhere in thl?

bO:t where he would be closer to the altar than any of the monks.

The questioning of the monk-lo-be about his filling the necessary

qualifications was conducted at the doorway. The~ the monk-to-be

stood on a white cloth at the doorway.

5) After the questioning monks had performed their duty and reported

to t~e or-daJn:.Lng monk, tbe monk-to-bF~ i"vas ,~:alled forward. The

lower mof'.k'.:', then moved so that the novi tiate 'wa~, ent1xely surrounded:

o
o C

~ -0-_
o • '-.Q -·-----ordaining
(:) 0 -----_____.

0 0 0 -- novitiate

abbot

6) Nobody in the lay audience wai_ed during the serVice, thus

suggesting that the ritual was r.>ntirely that of the cler9Y and

that the lai ty were only on-lo()kers, not oarticipants. The only

exception was the truat na:m.
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7) The tnla t na: m -3 t the end of the sf>r'll ce was pe.-::-formed by the

ne'N monk 00\·' :;-; tti"g '.·lith the rest of th'? (-lergy:

oo 0
o~ 0

o 0
o 0

o 0

• --_.--- FU."'-' m:)h\'"

T1-Je 1aLty did w~i., but the merit accrued ViaS solely that of the

new monk and thus his alone to dispense to other sentient beings.

(1 did not notice if the two new novices also oerfo.'::"ITied the

truat na:m but I think not. )

8) Aftp.r the offir::al p.nd of the service, the laity lined up outside the

DO: t and the new monk and novices movfO:d dO'dn the 1 ine. 'I'he oeople

pl;cv~ed coins in t~1e monk's alms ho"il. and the novic!'>s' bRgS. T'1u~ I

the first act as R ne\;J monk Cand novice) \..;as to orovide the laity

\vi th an opportuni ty to make meri t by giving to the clergy.

Traditional House Style:

Yesterday, in B. Khapuang !"ir. Insuan explained to me the meaning of

certain parts of the traditional house, of which there IrJere several examples

in B. YhapuanlJ.

The gab}.p:- ends on tht? roof of a traditional bouse are called locally
\I

kal E:: ( n ~ ~b~ ) (j n Theil panlom (~~~ ) •
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Above the door of th"· nedroom in :,1.1"): a house is a carved wooden pan,,'l

or ';'1 fv '1.\> ) - ham is t.esticles

">
and ~ probably is cognate "'lith Thai ;:h3yon ('t~'iJ'\-btr\ 'unfolded' •

(Nai Mc:t's dictionary gives thp gloss 'artic:le brought to life by magir:ian' s

incanta tion ' ) • [r haVE: discovered from other sources that t.his oanel symboU.zF:s

'maleness' and the domi:13r.ce ::;f~ mi.ileness in a household. J

These traditional houses are not straight up and down in line, but slant

in slightly from the roof to the base. The shape thus made with the roof
~

and base on the outer edge of the house is called locally htl: ca.:!J (~"bl q
'\)

- i.e. 'buffalo's ear'. Since the main inner c:om Otlter- wall CH1 one

side short of the oui:er ",dge of the hui 1cling I there J.S symmetry on the tvlO

edges. tlQi,.Jever. I the innf':r ',.,-a11 also slants in. A board protrudes past

the end of the inner room, c:reating a si~'all a1::ove. is called f~:l~p na:D

) since young girls sit leaning against the board.

?rorn the rai::;ed pJ.a tfOrPl and extendin9 into th.., .i nner room ther.e is one

On the East) - 'board - stomach'.

ro~~d plank which divides the platform and bedroom into two parts. This

( \?~\b~~~board is called pc:n t6:~

side _ near the outer ':/all of this boar-d - is the area of the adults whereas

the 1,'J,"st side nearer the interio.c of the house if' for children.
t

The board l.-.:hi<.h nms along the raised olat;form is ,.::a11eo hom ('1R~ ).

0" the low>-'r part is the work area, It!hile the platform area is t~tF:' l.iving ar-ea.

In tra.di tiona 1 houses there are no ',Jindo'Ns in the inner room.

Insuan thinks that the slanting shape of the house may symbolize a

casket..
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[1 11J
Y~rens in B. Khapudng:

There ,'Jere three Karens at th,~ -Festi vi ties i.n B. !Jong. 'l'hey had

accolT;panied a Knor.rrn,la!] petty mercr-:ant a.na were helping her karrying

\...;a ter, etc.)

Coconut Water:

'Nhen in B. Khapuang, 'de were given glasses of coconut water. This

led Insuan to explain that coconut water is
Q ...

the purest (U"i ::fYl"
'\

water there is (probably because it has never been exposed to the elements

or to human :--iands). :..Jhen a ,:.,a:..;,,, ; ei;, his face is bathed 'Ili th cor:onut

'dater so that he might be reborn with a pure heart.

tJl J, t
Shan and Northern Thai vJa ts :

Mr. Insuan explained that the old name for wat Sr:b~~r~a!J was Wat

) _ ma:k ki;:n. apparently .is a form of tamar-ind

(it isn't listed in Na:i Me:t's dictionary but it may be a Shan word). He

says it was a Shan wat in which Northern Thai texts were studied.

Wats Sr:b~~r~a!J and Uthaya:rom are physically connected, but the

former is no,,; a Northern Thai 'tJat while the latter is S;"an. If one has

bp:en a novice in the fOG:!er', his lay ti Up is n5: ~') but j f in the .latter

- i.e. tsaa IJ.

) .
(An ,::,x-f"onk in Northern Thaj is caJl'?d
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of servic~ was performed by the new monk
the clergy as follows:

O;:-:"..ation: End of Ritual

~l The truat na :m at
now sitting with the

Field Notes/ Mae Sariang

the end
rest of

o $()
o 0
o 0
() 0

o 0 ".,.p ......."'''".-
During the truat na:m, the laity wai-ed This was the only point in
the ritual at which they did this~huS indicating that they were
only on-lookers, not participnts. The truat..... na:m performed
by the new monk symbolized that the merit accrued was that of the mew
monk and only he could sispense it to other sentient beings."

N ;;
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monk

--- new monk

Ordination: Ordination of Monk

"After the monk-to-be had changed into his yeiHow robe, he received
his alms bowl from the ordaining monk and then withdrew to the doorway
of the bo:t. At this point, the service took?~ far more sacred aura.
No layman was alloJed to sit an 'here in tle bo:t where he would be closer
to the altar than any of the monks. The quetIIOning of the monk-to-be
a~out his filling the necessary qualifications was conducted at the
doorway. There the monk-to~be stood on a white cloth at the doorway.

"After the questioning monks had performed their duty and
reported to the ordaining monk, the monk- to-be was called forward.
The lower monks then moved so that the novice was entirely surrounded:
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10 March 1968

; J

5

vices.

til.'7

Field Notes/Mae Sariang

"The first act of the ceremony vlas the change of the [candidates 0
from their 'beautiful' clothes into the white robes of a candidate.
The make-up was removed from their faces and they were made read¥
for follo~~ng events which would tansform them into members of the
Order. \I

N ;:;
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Ordination: First Alms-giving after rdination

"After the end of the [ordination ritual], the laity lined up outside
the bo:t and the new monk and novices md down--- past them,

t\Lw 1ft 0 -;:---

"tli. dx J 2 WI P I j • j , Jilt! lil&lk wearing the alms-bowih
strapped across his shoulder [ northern Thai custom) and the novices
wearing their shoulder bags). The people placed coins in the monk's
bo'l and the novices' bags. Thus, the first act as a new monk and ~I~
as a new novice '··as to provide the lai ty with an opportunity to make meri
by giving to the cler~y."
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!"1arch 1.2, 1968

Conversation wi t~ Y0ung Monk at 'flat v~tt'~i!.inng:

so I t~ lke-d wi t.1--, a young monk 'Ilr.i 1<:, I '·.'a .1. ted.

. k"?' y ~Thls Inon., Pnra Mahi1: h: t has

t.he f()llmving officj.a1 '-::hi'1ra'~~teristics (from -I::he short Lnformation given

in t.he list of the Th<:lmmaca: dk monks): JB .
, ?4 years Old, monk for three lenten periods.

He told me that he ~vas born in the suburh of Mae Sariang that J ies across

).. H~

the river. When hF" fjnished P4 schoolin'j, his parent.s stronqly recommended

d
~61n'1l'\lJhe becorr,e a novice hecause he was a 'naughty c:1i Id'

wac; a novic'~ for six years. '''''hen he turned 20, he dido' t want to becor'le a

monk because it wasn't sanl~k, but his ?arents said that trey hoped he would

become a monk for at least one lent. After he had been in one lent, they

suggested t',at he:' stay in on", more lent. Now he do!?sn' t know how long he 'Nill

remain in the monkhood. He obviously looks on it as a way to obtai..n nn educat.ion

that he didn't get in the secular world.

He has studied in Mae H9n9 S9n at two different wats (but doesn't

read Shan although he can now speak it) and in ramphur.

This is his second year as "'! Thammaca: Llk monk. He only ;::peaks a fe'oj

words of Karen.

I noticed ·3 '1llinber of 'temple boys' (!<hano :m _ in !\Jorthern

Thai.) in t"1e ',--Jat. I asked this monk about them. He said that there were

11 of them, aJ 1 attendi.ng secular sC',ools in town. They are all VhonmvalJ

and ,-:orne from v~ 11age5 o'ltsi6oe t1'le tmom.
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r'larch 12, 1968 ?

He 'Nas complaining about tho lack of kno"iledge oeaple in the villages

have about local r~ustOlns and ga-18 as an example the wrong circling of the

bo:t by thi=.' villagp c-3 rLom Khapuo!] Csee above}.

He ohviou,~]y "ldmires the CYA greatly, n,fer.ring sever.Al times to ~'Iis

ability to organiz.e things, to kef::p the khano:m in line, hL:; koo':iledge of

local customs, etc.

Talk with the Cao Khana? Arnphd:

The CK~ arrived about 9:00 ann we talked for a little.

He said that the lerprn(_'ni~'s ,:onnected '-lith the er<'>ction of a che:dj:

at tre lowland Karen vi Dar]e will tRkF? place on the 18 - 21st of this

mon+:h. A': least O!le Karen novice will be ordained in conne-:::t:'0n with the

ceremonies [It 'fiill be interpstin9 to ,;.-::'e what customs are followed in this

casp ].

" 1 ' ?He mentioned treat. ther-e wi 11 be a major songKh::> ,:.-eremony durin9

Songkra:m. The satual) \'ljll be dedicated at the wat and then taken to be

left at least three 'corners' in town: (1) in front of Wat Suphanrangs{:

(?) at the place where the bridge goes across to B. Thul) Le:lJ, and (3) near

the District office.

I ask:r~d ljirn about E-,c rr,<;>aning ofkh5? (khr5" .i.n Th<3j ). He sU9gested
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i'1arch 15, 1908

Today I rlplped take the monks conner:ted 1tJ~ th th,:, Thamrn2lca: rl.k [,rogram

up into the mountains. I learned (-l number of things in corlnection !,</:L th

the program during the day.

C>
ca:dk (41'3\\ ), incidently, means, ac:cordj.ng to McFarland, 'nne>

\-tho goes from pIac,:> to placp.; a\-Jay 1ur-ing man; a pilgrim' and according to

Haas 'to travel, wander (often in reference to the Buddha)? Given this

etymology, Thammaca:rik would seem to mean something like the 'Dharma as

carried by wandering monks.'

There are four 'centers' ) wh'O:'re there ar'" 'groups' (

of Thammaca: d.le monks in Mae Sa dang. They are all in T. t"iae Sariang and

are also 'centers' in the program of the Tribal Development and ~elfare

C,,"nt.er at lI-le:H:S? These centers, \.,.ith the group numher and ethni,::: identi ty

are as follows:
V \

B3. :n H2:Phr;:lua'l) ( <U'1"\b\?I1~ lcv~cv.~t Gro'up No. 4 P'wo KaLen

v \"'-
B3.:n M~: R{t ( '\.\,,""" "'o\)~~a Group No. 5 S'kaw j(~ren

tv ,~

B3.:n Me: ea: !J "U'\'" hb~ 10\1.9 Group No. 6 P'wo Karen

v ;> V
B3:n Htlai Kut] \)'1°th~'JS)1\~ Group No. 7 S'kaw Karen

')

ACClJrding to the Ij ~;t of monk-participants, tht:: follow5ng infnrmat: on

~an be obtained about the monks:
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March 1'1, )()68

c' From s. Ma~ Sariang:

? ~ ~ ~
Phra £:la: :<itti\la:no: (~";;'~1)~t"l~1'\'b\l:l

,?

) from Wat UthaY0:rom

- A<Jp 57, Monk for 8 le::ts, no --:lerical degrees.

- Group I)

~.r::col:"d:i.ng to the CYA, this monk is VB ren (Ii vi ng i n ~ Shan

wat). The CKA does not know where he came from. I noti.ced

he has tatooing on his head as well as other parts of his body.

Phra? SI:nuan KhUn tisa:ro:

',<Jat Na:m Dip

from

:n

1;/

- Age 2':.~, ~10nk for 9 lents, %~~~

- Gra'J!, 5

- from Wat KIttiwong

- Age 24, " Tents as monk, 'i.l:t~1~~1>'5'~';}.l 4-, %.u. \o\m

- Group 5

- Khonm{J.a!} (for further information on this rnorIk see above

Hareh 12, 1968)

4) Phd.? sf lJkham S~: 1ate: c1o.o:

F l~f~t C,,!,.Ot)1 .... a- - rorn ;v," . ..'~ •• \.n ,. \l lJ

- l'-'.ge 24, Honk for 4 lents, '\-I>e'. b~\1

.J
5) Phra? Dual'2di: Kantatharnno: ('Wl'~.~d~61

- from Wa t y.3. t ti '·!ong

_ Group (
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l"iare:h J 5, 1968

" \
Gj

fror.l '..,rat MG:la:N5:~ (N. ':Jat)

- Age 28, Monk 3 h'nt;, CJyb.&D. \101\

- Group 6

- Probably Shan

Phra" Dunpan Ya: naso,:'phano:

- from Wat Waihu:n khun (5. 1,vat, t1e:la:N5:i)

- Age 25, Monk for 5 lents, %'\>'. \i()1l

- Group 7

- Shan (monk ;"ho vIas on trip to hills w5,th us - ,o::ee above)

0'
"H' )

- from vi,it ChaiyaL3,:p

- Age 26, Monk for 6 lents, ,",~, t'VI
- Grnup 7

b)

1) Phra" Somphon

from wat

excluding Mae 5ariang:

ltsaro: (!:N~'t~~CW~ {)iC\1'5..
Pho: tha: ra: m (1'6\1tN't5'1';) '\ ~ ), KhUn Yuam

- Age 25, f"lonk for 5 lents, 'tt'D.bol1

- Group 4

- Probably Shan

?) P· , ". , h' t '"ra Nl.yom Pap..a .saro:

- frern Wat C:J:!J KhuIT! ), Amph<3: M1.faI}, Mae H9n9 S9n

- Age ?6, Monk for 6 lents, %~,b~n

- Group 4

- ProbabJy Shan
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March 15, 1968 4

), Bangkok

c) FrolTl Bangkok - T\I\o¥\\::)U'{'\

1) Phra? ~1aha:Niphon SUlTIe:+:thaso: (~'8:;;}1'\kl~'\b~ ~b~~rt

_ I,vat Hahanpha:ra:m (~~'\t"il~o..b'W'\Pj,\ry\

- Age 24, Monk for :3 lents, 11v'. Dr ., j.b~. bOO

_ Group 4

,? ,.., .., ,

Phra Maha: Nu:phet

- Age 25, Monk for 5 lents, ,db. A '3 ~~. ~\\

- Group 4

,J p.

_ :.vat Thp:pthida:ra:;;: (~~H"()"N'661I-s',\\)\ ). Bangkok

- Age ,26. !'1onk for f) lents, ;;jfi, D,. '1 '\.;,~ <> ViHI

- Group 5

\'rl r.-

4) Phd? Maha: Th:J:IJsao sI:naratano: «(~~~'\r'\'Y'.'0J'~1; ~i)..ecat1't%
oJ

_ Wat Pracha:sattha:tham (~~~~~'\~"JY'ttSl't>~~~ ), Bangkok

- Age 24, Monk for 3 1ents I ~. 1.+ %~. \:1'0\\,
- Group 5

, "v ;:;r-..tf, l ... ~"Dt<') '\\_ I'Jat ChanasolJkhra:fTl ( .-''''\\lV'l''''\'''.l~<) '7

- Age '30, f-lonk for 10 lent:.;, ~. 4- ' '"\-btl. bO(l
)

- Gr-oup 6

). Bangkok
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( March 15, 1968 5

6)

_ Age 25, Monk for 5 10nts, ~_ 4- ., VoCC, '00\1

- Group 6

- 'dat Fa: lJ (tSGle.hJ ), Thonburi CNonthaburi)

- Age 31, M--'nk for 10 lents, il'f\ -tt ., *~.Ioel()

- Group 7

} or Ph~: tsII}

- Wet Ra:tpho:thJ:IJ

8) h"? , ..... r-' ,P,ra Maha: ~wa:D ? ( )~'t~~)im a(1" ~
v (;' cJ(

( q ~ '\~~S be,-l~ "(\0~
?

- Age 28, Honk for 5 lents, cW1). u.. J "'h~. ~af')

- Group 7

d) Meo Novices:
C'.rcl i

1) sa:mrnane:n saksI: Se:thao ( ~~. «\lG~$ bbe-r-~g)l)

- Wat Bencamabophit, Bangkok

4
_ Age 17, '\-b'D, G'\-;.

- Group 5

_ Origina11y from Na:n

?,) c....., ,"I, ~ ,
..)a:mmane:n Sal-Ja:IJ S8: So:!] (?)

- Wet Bencamaboph{t, Bangkok

.".
_ Age 14 Q- JC t::- fY\<:') r>1.::>. • O} tI

- Gr0up 7

_ Od ginally from Na:n
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r~1arc:h 15,1968

SU'1lmary:

Nac S':'riafl-g <Including M8:1a:N5:j)

l'-1ap j-hn'3 Son (Exclud~n'J Mae S.01r:'.iang)

Bangkok - Thonburi

Total

8 mo:rks

2 monks

8 monks

2 novices

20

6

In addition, each group has with them a khafio:m from Mae Sariang (three

from Wat Kittiwong) who gets a token pay for their services.

I took part of the supplies and monks f0r B. Huai KUIJ.

Lua?Villagers and The Khru: Ba: Kha~o

Today I met four Lua? vill.3gers Un::: J uding two teenage:· boys) from

B. Dong at !tJat Kittiwong. They told me that they were on their way to

Chiang Mai to find the Khru: Ba: Kha: o. I asked 'ilhy. They said they were

'joing to offer alms to him. One hoy, ,-Iho answen"d me, s.3.id that he ha~; never

b":~en to Chiang Mai before. They are either going Itai t;-, so:::e Karcns or Karens

are looking for the K"ru: Sa: Kha:o as \!JelL

E'eacc of the He2d a: the Tribal Df"velopment Center.:

~,,'hile at the Tribal Development Center, I o'Jerheard F!e head b':1l the

ex:.. abc)ut running into a '>:andering monk near Huai. Ku!}. He susper:ted tha.t

he really wasn't a ~onk because (1) he didn't ~ave a regi?tration book,

(2) he .first :said (;e was fror:l on'? wat in Chiang i·~ai and then changed his

~:tory and sai.d that he ,-las from another wat, and ('".l \ he 'r.ras going about giving

free injections

a comrnUl1-1. st.

to the Karens. T~ie h·-·ad said he sus :ects that he really
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( j'1ar,:h 15, 1968 7

I noLL:::t,d, iw:ide=otly, that all of tho? officials ""1110 ':lork at the

Mae Sariemg _ Ho: t road) has a notable I development leade:-:-' :1.0 a young man of

about. 20 v!ho has planted large gar-dens, and built fences to keep out pig~,

etc. He has been to Lamphllr and dresses like a Thai.

,:",("cordi.nr; to one i!1for:nant asked by the CJ<A, the heGdman 0" thj.c' vill'.1g'?

is addi.ct.ed tocpi urn.. f'1eos ':Of'1e th.cougr. selli.ng opium, but ..one is gro\·m

by Villagers the'rls"'lves. Ki3.rens seem more addL:-b':r1 to opium than Lua?

I ':;3;"1 IJIr. In:~llan today "'nd a:oked hin ahout:. the deaths of tJvc~ b"o peoo}e

for 'dhom the Do:i khao san "las held on the lath. He sa·j.d that the husband

had died of a disease while the young boy had fallen into a well and dro"med.

He said that it isn I t npc:essary for a person to have died an w1natural d<=:ath

for such a ceremony to be held.

On Ul"" 'Nay out of to-VlJ1, I not} ced another on('. o~ these cer-e:nonies bei.ng

held in a house near wat Co:", Ci'::!J.
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( ivlarch 15, 19F8

In looking lhroug" my pictures taken or. Ple trip to the \,.:ills, some

~:n ')ong villager': pointed out that one of t;'--,e thre'? young Karen rr.aidens
[Sl o)

\";"0 had posed for mf~ had-,'ommi t ted ::;\Ji:~:ide in vJi th her 10'/er.

Charles F. Keyes Field Notebooks, Thailand 
Original scanned version of typed notes

Written March, 1968 
Page 69 of 98



March 16, 1968

'Confirmation' as Buddhists for Tribal Children:

In reading through ~'Jells' Thai Buddhi 3m I discovered rt description of

the ceremony called phutthama :maka? (~~3-l11Nn<l",
I

held for students in B. Pa:Pe: and B. Dong

) '.vhich was

According to

i-Jells 0960:254-5) this ceremony is a 'confirmation' ceremony in "Jhich young

people declare themselves to be avowed Buddhists.

The Confirmation Ceremony is for young students who

are prepared to declare themselves Buddhamamaka or avowed

Buddhists. The ceremony dates from the 1920's and had its

origin in an earlier rite in which students vowedffiherence

to Buddhism before going abroad to study.

Ceremony of Raising a Che:di: in a Lowland Karen Village:

, p. 2'15)

Today I received an invitaUon from a lu:ksit of Wat Kitt:l'oJong

invi ting me to a ceremony connected \.;i th raising ache: di: in the lowland

Karen villages Mc:tO:p n~a aDd M8:tO:P kla:~ (two villages, one che:di:).

The following is a translation of the invitation:

SCHEDULE OF THE MERIT_f-1AKING

[OF J RA ISING THE CROltJN OF A CHE: 01: AND ORDINATION

OF HILL TRIBE CHILDREN

[IN Ttffi] K~REN VILLAGES OF M~:To:P NQA AND Me: To:P KLA:~

TAr·mON M:N YJ.:T., AMP~a: i'1AE SARIANG,

CANGWAT MAE H9NG 59N

l
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( March 16, 1968 2

Because we in
~ .

Me:t:J:p n~a and M~:t3:p kla:~ villages in

Tambon Ba: n Ka: t have a deep fa i th i_n Buddhism and [because in]

these 'ILl lages there is no villagp wat, ['de] have pooled our

strength and wills to build a village Che:di: as a place in

wh~ch to worship. [This has heen done] with the permission of

th ;,~ V1' , ~ h ,...e vao ~nana A~p a: Mae ~arlang. Now that the building i~)

completed, we are prepared to raise the crown of the che:di:

and to have the customary festivities according to the following

schedule:

18 March 1968 (5th day of the waxing of the moon, 4th lunar month,

southern reckoning)

9:00 A.M. Procession bringing the crown of the che:di:

from Ba:n Pa:Ma:k to Wat Kittiwong.

3:00 P.M. Procession of the crOV'ln of the che:di: and

four lu:k k8:0 (sa:~ L~:D)*- along the various

streets in the sanitary district [i.e. Mae

the evening there ',o/ill be a movie and sO:)la:!J

arranging of a festival at Wat Kittiwong.

Sariang to~n and environs] followed by the

In I
I

i
!
I

I_______________--1 _

r v .. 1L,,-aren slnglng
J

•

v
* Lu:k kG:o (!flo Hn ')
---- <J

i.s the No!""thern Thai vlord for those v,Jno are
\

to be ordained as novices. Sa:l:J 1o:!J (81·-j-~~ ) is Shan '>Jord

(in Thai transcription) for the same thing.
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fv1arch 16, 1968

9:00 A.N. P.r-ncession of the top of the Che:ci: to

M~:t5:p n~a village.

7:30 P.til. Movie shO\,/ing.

2C1 Ma.rc:h 1968

3

) Gatha.

9:00 A.H. Cer'?i"lony of raising the crov.'ll of the Che:di:

Nine monks will chant the 'Auspic.:ious Victory'
.,/

( %V~WlC\

7:00 P.M. There will he a Norther.n Tha:;. sermon concerning

There w: 11 also be the ,~ustomary ch'3.nt..ing at

the opening of festivi. ties and a movie.

21 March 1968 (3th day of the ',Ji.:ln.ing of the moon, 4th month

southern reckoning)

8:00 A.M. There will be the ordination of the four Karen

children and then presentation of alms at the

ehe: di : • A sermon ';Jill '~r:d F:e cer""rrony.
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J1.1arr::h 16, 1968 4

Therefore, we s',ollld like to invite all 81Jddhists to join

in the joyful merit_making '",itt-. we faithful at th.e times and

places mentioned.

cl

Signed: M. Kri:ch",: %1'01\~LQ..\~

t8 ?
\ U

fl Suai *,,~Gf';)0 "'\,~.;J

fl Pha? k s: ( c~'\CV~ 01", \0~1\
Al

" Ph\f:kahe: ( '%l'V·~nt/<2I~Io~

0-
ff M~:dr %'\'0 ~'e9\

ff La:h r.: %"fz) kf'\,b~'Q) ~ \? @'

In the name

of the fai th-

fu1 of M8:t3:p n\fa

and Me:t3:p ta:i

Villages -

Spon~o"rs •
I

'--- J
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Letter from Mr. Ngao, dtd. 2 March 1968, reporting robbery that occurred
on 28 December 1967.
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Letter from Mr. Ngao, dtd. 1 March, 1968,
v •. ~'"''-'~:..;: .~'- 1.':'67.
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March 18, 19f8

at 0 house in th<"o vi 11age of B. Phi~? - t.he suburh village of Mae SCldang

l'l;,ose populaUon is mainly of Lua? ba~:kground. T;,e boy p!""es!?nted 11S with

em 1.1n] it candle :in tender.in'] an j nvi tabon. This is th"'='J,;tomer-y ',lay of

extend' og invi ta tioD::'- t.o orivntely-s::lons ..>r.ed ceremoni es in this area.

The ceremony 'lJas being h('ld fc,r the father of one Na:!J Bin (~'IIu'Wt
at '~!).lose house the ceremonyW3s be;.ng held, her mother, and her sister.. The

father died about a year ago, the mother nearly 10 years ago, and tlte sister

some Urne in beb:een. Na:r:; Bin and her husband, Na:i Thao (~'l<...H-o,

weee not t.he only sponsors. Also includeri Ivere N'3.:1J Bin'E; siblings, among 'dram

?

i'lccor.-ding to La J:

Na: IJ Pa.:

who knows the family, aLe Na:i Ti~

, -' 1\ .:; , - ~
j, aou de'!:}. 'van \ 1-(\ () 'i """"l'\t' ) .

), ,

At the house

opposite, food '",as being prepared and so I assume this household was also

incl'Jdr.>d. It i c the household of the older hrother of the deceased i:ian.

According to this elder:- brother, he and/or his broth.er moved down from

Ed.:n Pa:P8: over- 20 years ago. HO'.,'ever, they still have kin connections "rlth

Pa:n Pa:Ps:. One of the elder brother'S daughters has mar-r:-jed back into

B. Pa.:P8:. It 'ft/a:; quite str-iking to see her in Lua? costume and her sister,

\·J'ic has maroci ed do'-'m in the val] 0y, in khonmya lJ dress. '!'here '.'Jer", a lso some

yOU'1q I,1Ja? girJ<:, ~rp.c~ent ·,."ho the elder brotber s"lid '."c:-re hi~. 121:n (pither

granddaughters or nieces).

There 'I:a::' i'lrlotl:er man present whom I took to be the sponsor. Hi~; name,

sugc;ested that h",' is not of Lua? origin. I

·,....as asked to be thA rrain sponsor because he is respected by t.he pt:'.i.nr:ipals. L)'lJ}
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I"iar(:h 18, 1968 2

(3;.:J
~hA other main parti~ipants in t~e ceremony were an aca:n and fiue

;~onk:.3. The chief monk '~.ras the abbot of waJ- C:)::~t C8:r:: and i.t \,jBS to this '-"Jat

that the 'Ii ttle house' "Iould be presented.

Finally, j,n attendance were the large nU.mber of gue-st~:~ and a fe\rl
(~uJ

lu:k~;itv.jat 'tlho \-Jould carry the p~esents given to the monks back to their

respective wats.

Yesterday, there was some sort of festivities, lia:pyhs1k and s:): music.

La?8: said the mother of Mr. Wiehian attended yesterday because people from

this family at. one time worked for the :;);tn l.o.n'~ shop (thus confirming an

'~arli'?r story that Lua? used to 'work at this shop).

When '';12 arri.ved at the house, we noticed a large mnnber of sand che:di:,

I.vi th paper 'flags' ('.....hi te crepe paper) planted 1.n them at the entrance to the

gate of the house grounds. As 'de entered we C:rane and I) I.vere given a local

'cigarette' and a chew of betel each.

'we ar-rived in the midst of the request for- and receivi.ng the precepts

(including the nama during which the a:ca:n acted lay leader and the abbot of

C:):m Ce:~ was the giver. The c~ief layman/a:ca:n then chanted something,

repeated by the lay princ~pals, while a man held a khUn with kh;9ag bu:cha: in

the wai position. This was the formal presentation of the 'alms' at the

ceremony. This vIas follo'fled by a long chant by the monks. During tJ..:is time,

there vIaS scurrying about to arrange thF': food to be given tlte monk::.

:Vhen the chant was done, two trays of food were taken and 01c}'e'~ at the

foot of the blO mattresses i.n the 'Ii ttle house'. Then the a: ~'n: n l",d the
f.?, til]

lai ty in presenting the food to the monks (j n Northern Thai). D1..H.-; DC; the ti me
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March 18, 1968 3

D:I.~J

tha t the monks \>Jere eating, the a :ca: n chanted in Northern Thai (same as

in the ceremony at the house of Na:~ K~o9'

During the meal, I took note of the various artefacts involved in the

ceremony. The 'small house' was located in front of the stairway and had a

double roof. I" t>'C ':ouse were the fol10\--ling (not a complete listing):

2 mattresses (laid out), 2 pillows, 2 mosquito nets, 2 blankets, buckets,

pinto:, betel set, water vases. The 'ceremonial' objects in the house included

a t>a:t and a red lacquered phan on \--Ihieh was placed khr9a~ bu:eha: and a

sermon script. However, there was no tUDe

In the house itself, the monks were seated under the 'house altar' and

on the raised platform of the house. Ne.«.t"'Q~ and also to the side of the house
ij,h)

near railing was a table on which was placed a Buddha image, ? lighted candles

:in candle sticks, 2 vases of flowers. Between this table and the monk, leaning

against the side wall of the house and on the floor, was a picture of the

deceased father. A string was wound around the picture, around the Buddha

image, and then passed to ~ A t HClj' placed in the sand ehe: di:, and from

there to the eaves of the 'little house'. There remained a ball of string

left, next to the picture, which was l~ter used by the monks.

In the far corner of the verandi'l near th0 table ',Jere the 'buckets'

containing the offerings for the monks r>res(-mt.

,'}hen the monks had finished with their meal (the a:ca:n stopped chanting

before this point), the meal table and dishes were taken av:ay and the offerings

were placed in front of them. Also plates IIJith bn cups of '';-Jater' (or na.:rn

- '.
:~~~omp;,): l ?) on them 'dere also pJ.aced in front of ear-h monk.

[3 n)
1"":0 lay people,
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( r-lardi 18 t 1968 4

~~J

I believe thro O'tm'?c and '",ife of the owner of the house, a1 so had d:Lshe,<; "'ri. th

CUPS of ''...rater' in front of them. T\le monks then chanted the h3i phon and

tPJa: t na :,Tl. I noti:ed on this occasion, as on othf:C';, that the monks do [':ot

chant these ,":hants in unison but eac::.. ;:roceeds at his own ?'peed, s,:.)me

finishing befor-e the others. The abbot of C:)::'1 C~:I} and th€: secnnd monk 't·/ere

the last to finish in this case.

Then the ball of string was unravelled further and passed along to each

monk. The monks doanted, follo~,!ed by a short chant by the a:ca:n, and then

another short chi'lnt by monks dur.ing ',.;hieh string ,'ias r'?"lOund. Then the second

monk (,'lhor" I belif.~ve to be from llat Si:bunn.JaiJ) said t}""tat the for:nal invitation

for a ;;er.",on should be made and the a :~a :n did so. This completed, the abbot

went into thf'" 'little !louse' to deliver a sermon, three monks began deliverin,;;

sermons in the main hou"e, and the fifth monk departed. ',"ihen the abbot of

C8:m CE::t] finished belO'../, he came back upstairs and delivered another semon

there. A.ga; n, the sermonizing '..vas not in unison, but each monk was reading

from separate texts. At the ends of all these ser::mons there was again the

r~'lJ. J
trua:t na:m to se~~ the merit made to the deceased. Again each monk performed

this part separately. This brought the ceremony to an official end. It was

followed by feeding of the gUE~sts and t:'ere would perhaps be S8 :f'":usic during

the 1:"""$ t of the day arid the c;vening.

"lrJ''''''"1 tl-p ITi""al W,hl'~h -rr",'rl had .... 1-,p fou y- 'tycPO", ~f 0'.'.'"(-.112'_''''> _ .,.-_;~t- (k-'.'·.·1Jr':I'l.·.t),u1,_ ...<; _.,-_ ,l~_ , ". '.__ , C1J~j.. "_', .. J ,. _J_., 'J..~ "' - - -'r

grf?en vegetahlr=s (cabbage, c.ucumbecs, et,-:.) - I "'sked about the cost of the

'-eremony. Mr. Camrat Na Lamphu:n :;aJ.d t!lat it ,~ost S <,700 and that the '15.ttle

house' alonp cost about! 200 (naterialsl. Seven relatives joined in sponsoring

the cer8mo~y. Another man said tt:at these cer~mo~i.es can sometj.mes cos~ as mu~h

as J5 ::::O,()()O.
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t"!arch IR 1 1968 5

I reflected today "lhile at. the cere:;"ony described i1crwe on the r:'~.·:' or

B. P~'!8? (and the same could be said for B. ThulJ Phra:o) in L<ia? - T'J?i :.~lations.

There are apparently many households whi:-:h have connections into ]"0a?

These connections, plus connection provided by contact,'; wi th one's

village, make possible learning about K1"1 culture in the lowlands by upland

Lua? Lua? relatives who attend such ceremonies as we wiD~essed today now

are more famiLLes 'A1ith Khonrm,liHJ customs. Oftentim'?s, many LIla? mUc~t I,'carn

(but rarely pra,;~tice i the rol'?' of a ('I"l. Lf they de,:-:idc to mO't o in+:; the 10'",11 ands ,

Ne) ,:; uch c~,ann'" ; into Khorun1,!a t'J

(

(:'..>[1 cae teri s t.ics for t~e Fan~n B. Ph{;? has thE -' ?l.:ua _
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tvlnrch ?2, ] 968

Budd~ist Ceremonies in Yaren Villages:

g~<]innjng on the 18th And c::ontinuing to yest",rday, I ha'le oe.:>n involved

in the cerernoni-=::s of raising the ,Town of a chp:di: and t-hr-o oL'iina~io1'l of

novicps sponsorp c1 by villagers hI the Yaren ',:-ommunjties of' Ea:n Hs:t3:p n~a

and sa: n i'lr.: t~: p kla: lJ.

On the E<t.h, villagers proceerled to Mae Sariang, bringing \to;; th them the

'crovm' and the boys who were to t~ ordained. Originally the idea was that

four boys and an older man \-JOuld all be ordained, but only the boys came to

town for the procession (and in the end the older man didn't get ordained).

1'1<p prr;ces:::ion inc.luded not only iJeople fc()m Ms:t5:p b1Jt also A. number,

inr",rl"ng ~h~' \'-'pa(lrr'an and hl'~ \,.'f'c.> rV'0.m +-.,h n" K,~.. rp.n" n;:·.n P~4.. ~,:.?_ ._1 "" .. J. ~ ", ., _" • ;-.. ~ J. __ , _ L , _. .n.. = _ (PJ.,s:kho: ).

The proC'P~'sion arrived in fvlae 5adang about l:?:OO. At about 3:00 P.j11.

t'w'y ,..I~re sp'Cved "l. mei3.1 by some pF'0plp in the ~ongregdtion of 'Nat Yitt:;Nong.

Befo~e the meal the CKA had got some of them to record s~:ya:~

- i.~. Karen singing.

After the mpal the four boys (novices-to-be) were dressed in the

~lrmese costu~e The cost~me was provided by Wat Klttiwong.

Then about 4:00 P.M., the Karens "lith the che:di: crov·;ri and the hi:kkc:o on

the backs of four Karen men, began the procession3.ro~,md to',m. It ,...<3sn't a

VAry big prG~ession and was looked down on by som0 of the Tha' onlookers.

rroces~;ion '"~lent Lirt to thA shrine of the _c_a_o_"_ltil..'C'__r.;:._ (tuteldry si.ri t of

to inform the can m;;alJ of the forthcC!~ing ocd5.naL.on of nmf'.ces.

incidently, '".;as locked and a neighbor ',"OiGan wh,':) looks aft.er the ":)'Tine came

to unlo-:k it. I '<las told that the shrine is kept locked because of t1-',e various

':05 twnes that a re kept inside of it.)
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i"!arch 1968

In the e"poi.ng of the 18th there ',-las a n?lehration at lfiat Y1ttLJong

On thp. 19th, the pro,:psslon ceturned to t-·18: t3: p nya. In the afternoon

I drove out :':;O;T,e of the monk:; and ",qui C)ment in Pete I s :Land rover. Th.l:' ~"as

qu.~.tc a drive over almost roads - takJng ab01.1t two hour:·~ to go 14 kilompt.et.~s

(tlut only an hour and a 1·'alf back). T}\e route passed t:-!t"ough B. Tha: Kh.''!:m,

• L V ('- )'? ~ v ( ,_,B. Sopna:n ,)o-+:.h N. Thc.i villages, 3. Phs, B. Ms: Ha:n both V.ar.-en vlllage::il,

and B. Mi: t3:p (N. Thai village) Before reaching B. Mi:t3:p kla:~ and

B. Me: t~:p m.;a. There are shorter routes, but not ones travpt"sible by a

rare It is interesting to note how lowland Karen villages are jnterspersnd

I reblr.ned to tovm on the" :,'venin9 of the 19th and then dr.-ov'" another

',:;r.-:-up of rwnk::; and no',Lc,,""s out <2arly on the morning of the ?Oth. Ide arrived

a little after 8:00 p.r,~. because it was planned that the proC""?s::;ion up to the

:he:-li: \Vould toke QIC!Cf~ at 9:00 P.M. However, all re,on-lin] 'das taken up hy

a procession rr-om house to house where the inhabitants of each household would

was introduced by the eKA to the J<an~n). In add ~ tion to tying >,Jri2ts, the

various household'?r~s also present'?d the novices_to_b'? with small bits of :-·oney

in ord'?r t~ help in the merit-makjng.
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TvJO villages are invGlvedi n thc7 snonSOl--:'Lg of. the ceremony _ r"'[~: t3: p n\{a

and ME:t3:p kla:(. The hill on which the che:di: has been built is between

the t'·/IO villages, .3lthough slighty closer to tJ.s:to:r k1a:r:. At tbe foot of

the hill, in a clearing, had been erected a t~mpor~ry shel ter \,,;hpre food was

made and guests ~'lere served. The monks, however, ',,,,ere not s~rved here but

in th,e teacher's hOU2P in rls:t3:p n~a 'dhere t"Jey vJere staying (this being

vaca tion, the b.fo fema.le teachers at the school had returned to Mae Sariang).

Lunch \,-/as ser'.led in these two places and then many Karen men retired to

Me:t3:? kla:r; \·;here they dr-,:mk large quanhties of liquor.

By i"ri..c_,,,,ft"'r.noon, the CK\ fin~lly led thE" monk::; and some of his entourage

to Ms:t3:p kl~:D to ~pur on event~ a bit. The procession with the lG:k k~:o

';las finally grJt Und~T1tiay and ','le (t"'re monks and mys~lf) proceeded it up the

~~.11.

On tor of t",e hill, an ",rea had been cleared. The che:di: "las in the

,;0 tr,2 t :Jeor1e c;)uld climb up to place tlf", 'crmm'. A fenr::e surrounded the

c:hE~:di: CtemporClry; A.nd the che:di: rested or a bric-J< foundat:.on. To the north

of the che:di: ',-/BS a raised c:over'?d platform made of bamboo and thatch I,Jhich

served as a :c;a: '.,3: during the cere;T~ony. In front of the che:di: and tl-,is

(The 'Nhole afternoon V!a5:;Dojl,~d by the [a'ct that thp hi.ll si.de was on

I ;'El1 c:ut'e that this ,>'las reaso" T

Charles F. Keyes Field Notebooks, Thailand 
Original scanned version of typed notes

Written March, 1968 
Page 84 of 98



')')
r .L- , 19E-8 4

1:Jrien t'Je nrocession ::-ea,·:hr-.:~d the top of the m0unta'Ln, all of the Karens

(but not, so fa::- as I::ould see,

ks:o on the 3houlder~ of ~everal ~en circled the che:di: - net once,

tht? CK.A say·s l::~ :]~~::d especially for oCI:.."':a~:,~on~; involving a che:d"L: (or tha:t).

During the process~on and aft~r it (and in fact all duc:ng the proceedings)

peoole "JOuld go up and wai tha: t - '.'li.th candles, incense, flowers - or would

throw , . (- '. t)
~ nJa: ,somp;): l 1.,"0. er 0.:: popped rice on the che:di: 'd!lile y.lalking

around it inside the fence.

Tllhen th0 proc:'?ssion "laS over: I tf-,,~ r.1onk "11".0 1iv<:"5 nor::J.<"llly (at least for

(T~is monk I

State, i~ a Shan who sDPaks fluent Chinese, and servpd in the Chinese

he can:c here.' In raising the ;~~o'...'n, it. ',·;as taken apart into four parts

(Three lnyers Dlus ·the 'tube' t'iat passes through the middle of the crown anc

c-;its in the top of the che:c]j:. To the bottom portion ,-,"as at_ti'l<:hed a long

'.,.!hi te rop'? which "J<=1S DiY:Sf::d ,'Jver t~!'? pJ f3.tform to thp ot1--:er sldp. Mary people
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S'2rmon. In essence :--te said that the che:di: VJBS .lust. a sy;r~bol .:!nd that people

don't ':JOt~shj_p br.-i.r::k.::.• Ri=ither they ~'I]ors~:.ip t~e Buddha, trlE Dharma, and the

Sangha <'md the chedis are just symbol s for helping them ~emember these t.hi_ngs.

The CKA spoke in N. Thai and his remarks W2rp tl':'anslated into Karen by the

AN ·:)f B. Phe. Then the CKA led tn", people in 'ded-icating' tr-.e che:di:

during which the people knel t and repeated the 'dords of dedication which the

CKP. gave. Then the people, led by the monks, circled the che:di: three times.

This time everyone, Karen and KJ'1, joined iI: the circuambulation.

After this most neonle left the mountain top ~nd went do~n below to

Khonrm,tC3!J). These pe(K'.le~ and th!? monks who gave tJ-V2 sermon (EtS well as so'r,e

novices) spent the night on the Mountain. ~ust before we descended, an old

Kacen man frorr: B. Pa: f':a:k U1s: Ha:n) :::a~r,e and re~u,?"ted to take the 8 prpcepts

from the CKA which he gave him.

On the morning of the 21st, thl'? monks arose before 5:00 A.r,i[ • .::tnd vlent

up t'1e mountain where I followed them. They knelt in front of the che:di: and

chanted for a long time this was al",ost a private, clpr.-ical, ceremony 'N1 th

the che:di: (g.iven to t~e eVA bJ' scrr:e lay Y~:·1) during \dhi,-:h th~.: (~YA '·::hant0d'

~n Northern Thai. He '.'.'as follcJ'JJed by :':ome Karen vICI;I""n viho came to pr'-'sent special

dese~ts to the che:di:.

Although all t~e monks hlJt t.hr;::- one from t~·H:~ c~~:::di: at B. Fa: r"13:k

-'lent hvk dovm t~e hill after the c1-anting to ea1- breakfast (:;:- also stayed
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on the ;nollnt), many p,'oplp s+;,'n."ted arriving. Tr,e ncw:cES-to-bi"> "lere ,~a':',ied

up ~nd deposited in the pavillton (t}1ey, like ~he remaining monk, were served

t~eir morning meal here).

50] nf?d "the groll}' ~:Jhc had s~~t:'n1:: t0P night on tre mountain a f"lan-:l of thesf:? 'JJerr-~

vendors of STrtd 11 foodstuffs, som~? "Jere pilgrims, and some both.

One ot'1er thing had hap~)'::ned before the monks ',,-,ent cto'hnhill for breakfast -

they placed a yellow robe on the che:di: in tbe middliO> part.

During th'? time that I was wai b.ng for the morning ceremonies to begin

again, T took noti"> of the inscription on the che:di: 18 ?~l() -

P'?or1e kept ar-Living jn gr.e'::1t l'l'..nnbers, bllt loy now they 'dere rrainly Karen.

In fa(":'t every Im>J1and KaLen villngf' in the -'3.rea ;.md several llnl-1od v.illages

had representation. Some brought decorati">d 'presents', the most conspic~ous

would mab:, offerings of khrualJbu:-:.-ha: and/or deserts to the che:d-i.: and 'would

circlR it in proces~ion.

About 9:00 or 9:30, the monks having returned, the ordination r:eremony

got underway. 'The older man ;/Jho had planDf-;d to ente::- had spf:nt the ,'re'.li.ous

t~;'2 son 0.f the head:-nan of 5.

on'2, I i)elieve, ';ftJho live.'.; at the Chri:::tian 1,0:::;tel I,.,'j~j 1"" st.udyi.ng in I'1ae Sariang).

t-!onE: of them plan to rema.in in 1.onger t:--;cn a fC'N days - probe).:;ly f";;;ree days.

(I have ;,,,rGndered ho;,! t!,ey vd.ll
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really lei1rn anything about being a novice stnep there will be no monk staying

wi th therl to teach them. The CKA inv j ted them to come and spend sevend weekr;

vJas no enthust~sm for this idea.)

[r have recordings of the '!lhole ordination cerer:l0ny.]

After the ordination ceremony, the monks were given their midday meal

and t1;en led the people in touring around the che:dJ,: for a final three times.

Du.ring this time, a group of Karens planted a pole on which there was a 'flag' ..

at the S.W. corner of the che:di:. The pole was highly de.-::orated. The CYV\

calls this pole a saob.ll'j (~~~
"\

) - literally 'pole-flag'. There was

already a pole, with minimal carving, at the S.E. ;':orner of the ·:::he:di:. This

lIe also called a saotuIJ. He says that thlOY are asso;-:LatroO with che:di:s, but I

didn't get much more explanation •

.A.fteJ::" thi,,; the people left the 'noun tain (a 11 ex:.:ept the novices and the

one monk from B. Pa: Ma:k who volunteered to spend the first night with them)

and 'Nere served a noon meal in the pavillion at the foot of the mountain. Thus

ended the events and we left for home 3hortly thereafter.

During the course of my stay in M~:t~:r n~a I was able to ask, with the

help of the CKA, some quesUons about the Village, about lowland Karens, etc.

The following is what I learned.

Karen Novice:

There is a permanent novice from Nat Kittiwong who is a Karen (or, as

he says, lu.:k karlar;). He vIas born in M~: Ha:n , £inished P4 theYe, and h2S

nO:',i been a no'ii -::"c for several years. He actC:'d as the CKA' s interpreter during

these events.
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r.()c~al '~'istory:

,.?
started asking m~:Cl

p,

and one of t_he other lo'-~a1 sponsors of

("~eremony ahout local hi story. They s<1.id that !'-1c: Ha: n ';las the old,,"st lowland

Karen village and that the wat there had been bu.i It over ~0 years age. :dhen we

~tarted asking more questions, they had called over 2 old "J:Y.'1en ',ina '-'Jere

reputedly the oldest people ::.n the village. They both ;:::laimed to be 80,

having been born in the same year! but they didn't look that old. One of

them had a son present who said he was 44. Thus, T doubt if the women 'derel.

over 70. Both women said they were born in the village and that their pi'irents

had lived here. ',iiter'? their Darents haa been born, they didn't know. ~,,,'hen

they could first remembf-:;r there v-lere 30 houc;ehoJ ds in a s5_ngJ e Village of

;Vls:t~:p n';a. Later it spi-it into b"o villages - ~I;i';:t;:p kV3:!j and M~:: t3:p !11;a.

they were young. Originally, the Karens lived in the hills, but no'oni3 knows

nO',1 long they have lived on the plains or ',:hpre they came from.

Current Demography of Ba:n MG: T5:p Nya and KLang:

According to the CKA., 'dhen he inquired a year ago there l,vere 17 households

. M~ t' kl d 3"· M~ t' >J ,-,-.-- do t '1 ·d·~? +-hO .-In .,t;: ::>:p _ a:t) an :J lD n8: ~:p Dl;3. ,0'-'1, '),_·._'..Jr .Lng 0 ,cJ. ~ , ~,.~re aT,,,

from tJe-ie latter, one to K:-,Un Yuam and. anI? to B. Pc>:!]. No ne",l households (laVe

Deen created by marriagt's or fami_Iy fission. Last year trtp'rl? were 15 households

in }-1s: t5:p n\H VJhi ch '!Jere Christian (&tptist). 'Thi:; year there are 111 si..nce one

Christian household moved to 3. PO:t). There i, one Chr:i:;tje.n household in
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M~:t~:p kIa:~, the same as last year. There is a Christian chur~h in

(Thus, 30 percent of the two viIl~ges together is Christian

\rJhile IQ ~)ercent of M~:t3:p n'..f'3- is Christian.:i The Y.acen nAme for r'lc:t3:p fH,l3

something like MctJKJO - kio P."leans the same as i.e. 'north' •

(The Chri stian comoonent re:"linds me that a ....leek ago the 3aptists ~!eld an annual

conference of Karen, Christians _in 1-18: t3:p v \n\JB. )

Relations Between Khon~~a~ and Karens:

One informant said that there were Karens who had moved into M8:t3:p,

re,-ponse to a question hy thp CYA, said that it was not 'against • Y
the ~'

Buddha' •

B1Jddhi,;m and Karens:

Villagers said that this is the fourth time that attemots have been made

to erect the che:di:. Always before there were only 3 - 4 people who wanted

to -r-,u5_1d the che:di:, but never caul'::! er\O'.lg!l money be raised. NOvl "'nough
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,lIj 3,000+ and, in additj.on, ther.-e 'NCS the cost :)f the Cl",lebrat~on and the

o.::-dination. E.'1ch of thes!? SlX (or, rat'le.::-, nO.....1 5) men <,.,:,,11 rec'?::.ve a titl"'-

( f rorn Burmese or Shan) indi~atjr19 their sponsorship of th~ erecting

t "-j-lp ae ,·,,.-;tt"'-n;'" 'T'r..=>; 1',:- v~ov.+-a''>k~'>(1~llV\o/A"\o/
.1 __ ., oJ N<••. 'c. ~"~''''..L, .v "., .• ~ C1" \111\0/ I'·"

,
) .

In this villnge, the +:.i tl"? not VIi thstnnding, the Karen',' follow t'1e }.']-'Ot1iilt,l2 r:!

form of Buddhism because the nearest t p mp1e and monks are in Ms:t3:p, a

Khonll1yaIJ village.
,? ~ v "

In B. Pbs, B. M8: Ha:n, and B. Pa: Ma:k, however, they

follmJ the Shan way because the wat at M8:Ha:n, which these people attend,

used to have a Shan resident monk who had come from Wat Uthaya:rom in

!"1ae Saciang.

I askpd where villagers herp leer-ned about t'Je customs assor:iated with

thE"> ordination of novices. The answer 'das that the s;)onsors had gcr.e to an

aca:n in M~:t;:p (i.e. a Kho!'1:i!l,ldl)) to fi.nd out about the customs connected

.,·ji th ordination s.ince they never had an ordination beforp. The eKA introduced

of the nov~ces-to-:::;e. 'I'hi;; ,ustorn,i_n tur-n, was borrm..;ed feom the Shan/

~~rmese tradition.

Biography of Onr.> Varc~n 'h.l1agp r:

M" ·dl·? ~nF'" -.10 +-h~ J<·a~=n "'-'ODC-Or e.... _~}. _ ,\.'1 ~J; ~'J"- ~:. C .-::I} __ .... •J,. _ oJ of the ceremon~', I,U3S so obviou.sly

the CKA asked h:i::. ",bout: h."LS back::jround.

then 1 iVf-'~d 21 t >j.31~ SoprV3: n fo.!':' t~/JO :i"ears whl1e he continued hi ;::~ studies and
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at 'c<fat c:;: 1] Kham in r'1ae sariang for less thnn a year. Al Uv)ugh he has nevpr

n.,,:-en orda:ined, he is very fam:'.liar with the bas:i.~- reHgi.ous chaCits. ;{e stuc:ied

through to 1'10. thayom :. I but £ai.led in the exam I ran away and never returned

to school. He :'larried i'l girl in thic> village a,nd settle dovID here.

Economics in fI8:t5:p t-l1ia and Ms:t3:p kla:!]:

I asked if anyonF:' in these villages \;;arks for the Ph3.nasi t Company.

The answer was yes. There are ten elephants in the village, some of which

are hir.ed out to the Phanasit Company. Elephants are ovmed byboth Christians

and B\lddh:Lsts. (the young sponser of the ce~ernony) bcught

several people or ar", inhed. ted from people I s parpn+:';.

Kan?n V:'11ag'-"::: j n Ti'Hnhon sa: n Ka.: t:

I asked for all the nam",s of Kar.en Villages in Tambon Ed:n Ka:t:

t3 :p.

) U"1der B.

Separatl? admin. ":'ntity.

Separat'? admin. (:,ntity.

Under- 3. MG:

v \ \
'\l1%'ihiR~nll \,bJ..l'1..tI~

\I'\-~'o b~ rt\ eh.iW~))

'II
'i:-il'Vlc~~~ -&, a'0

v
( 'U'")~bb"'N-;

v \
( 'U ""'VJ b b,'}I<t£')S'

1 ) B. Pham:):}:):

2) B. PhC

3) B. ~/18 : !-!~ :n

1\ \ B• Pa: Ma:k rJfs: Ha:n...~ }

~ \ B. !'vff.:d:;J
v

-' / n1,lA

6) B. ~1j~:t3:;) kIa:!)
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IV '.
) Knun I'-1c:

, t}'\<W~'VJ \:> b<aJ IY\~V L:nder ~'ic : ,
7 B. T:l:? (\ .} B. t;"): r.

"' \ d
8 ) !3. r·1s: tI<3 ( :0'\'"\h "0 bq.l (, \flU

f'J \ +
q) B. !vi s: k~: lJ qJ'l'\l:) \:)b~'fl'€J~

'\/
1 -+

10) B. r!:8 :
v 'oJ I \blJb~~ 0'\.bC;}: n

rei \

] 1 \ 3. I":c: ~:3 ? 'lJ"\'"'Iil bb~ b f\'\ elcJ Uncler 3. r~~: t;: D.J

Village Tutelary Spirit:

Onp informant, said that the name of the village tutelary spirit W?.s

somethin'] like sipada. There is an annual cer:-emony fo'::' this spir,:i.t in the

9th lunar month (northern reckonJ.ng) and it :is wo~s}~j_pped w~.th flowers,

r<.aren vn 1age of KhJD f<1f;:T3:o:

ide intervievJed an informant who came from the vi l103g'7' of Y;"t1:in ME;: T3: p

of a person as it is in Central or. N.E. Tr,ai. .so t"1le meaning of the name of

this vil1age is 'the village that is s5 tuated at thr-> source of the Me: T3: p

~:;tream' • This is An upVmd village ,-",ith no paddy fields (enti t-ely dependent

(m sVJ~iddentn'J)' There i.e; no sci,ooy' in the villa.ge and the .informan t , a man in

his late ?O'~ or. early 30's) spoke no N. Thai a~ all. It ~s lGcat~rl about

q ki.lom<?ters north of rf:s: t3:;:> nt,lc.. Therr~ <:lre 24 hO'J::·ehold::; in the vilL1ge)
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Nor·thern Thai C'.lstorns:

taken and lc~£t

at a 'crossroads' when t')2 ceremony is over. Thi:,' cros2r-oads, h", said, is

\
) .

Lua" and Local 'iJa ts and Other In£orr;;ation on Local History:

The CKJI. said that the vJat in B. Thur.J 18:!J, whi.ch is called Wat Khu.n Kho!J

), used to be Lua? He said that the images in this '...rat are

- waf: T',a:t kham. It may dlso have been L{la?

of ChiiY!Jsc:n or Chiang Mai style. In K~):!j K;):i there is the remnants (large

bricks) of ",'hat 'I/i3.S probably an old 'tJat. Villag",rs call this a 'Lua", "fat -

rather amusingly ,since the villi3.ge is still Lua". In B. Na:m :lip, the old

c:he: dj: there j s thought to be on the si te of an old ,.vat which i', called

cJ 0

d61~') en fJ\'i
1

In B. ThUD Phra:o there are the remnants of an unfinished wat, which was

supposedly '.lnder constr'JcU.on at a t:mH when there was a idea of moving

MUi1r.J Yuam to that area. This move never took place and t~e wat was never

finished.

In the present-day Karen vil1age of r1G: Ng[;? ( t?~~hb~%" ~'Jh:ich is

located on the Salwin, a for 8'.lddha scriptures "las found and severa]

books in N. Thai irJere also -C '
.L 0u.no. This IPvads the CKA to th5n.1< tha t thj. S

v~ 11age might for-m<~rly have been Q. Khonrnl,lalj village. I suggested that the

K'Jonm\laI') may have fled from the Red Karen or Shan invasions in the last <7entury.

Sm,.eone remembered that the date on the .vat at r-18:~a:n '.'1;3.S c1mli3. -

::;akkhara:t 1297 'f/hir:h is equivalent to BE 2478 and AD 193').

Charles F. Keyes Field Notebooks, Thailand 
Original scanned version of typed notes

Written March, 1968 
Page 94 of 98



Marr~h 22, 1968 14

Talk wi th ~J'tr. Insuan Duang Ph;): l):

Today Mr. In:uan DualJph5:t] came to visit me and to volunteer to be my

'assistant' (he had heard $aman ,'l/as quitting). He ~1a:~ helped me considerably

in exolaining ceremonies and would make an ideal assistant if r didn't feel

sorne"Jhat woreied about the fact that he is so mU':;-J older and 6f such status

to make being my 'assistant' ludicrous. He was :fo.nnerly employed by the court

and is now assistant manager of the Thai sa;7.2;~: Life Insurance Company. He

was elected to the Provincial assembly in the recent election. In the end I

said that I would certainly like him to be my 'teacher' but not my assistant.

We talked a little about local history and ethnic settlements. He said

that B§:n KhapuaIJ 'das settled by p"'ople moving out from Mae Sariang. It and

B. Sooha.:n, and B. Tha:kh,3:m are all Khomm.,V3TJ vill'3.g,,"c:. ~he original name of

B. C:):m c2:!J was Mae Sariang, ,but the name was changed after the change of the

name of M~alJ Yuam. Khonm~al) moved into this area fLom Chiang Mai and from

Pltr8:. He t~inks the "lOrd _ ha:n in Sop:'1a:n and lI-1f'::H3:n may come fro rr, the

word Thaha:n, 'soldier', and may suggest settlement by ex_soldiers. He says

that i"jeople in B. Hua.i sIlJ, although now Khonml,larJ, still speak with a Lua?

accent.
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'Ji:~it frorr. Professor ,:o"n c::ach::

He 'Ii s; tel. r:;~orge Po in Chiang Mai

'::olle- ry"', where he taught bpTore the war. He +:,,1d us that Lar,say has been

ffiC',rried three times (her Christian name is Moni ta and J,er maiden namA was

Zan. ) Her second husrBnd was the head of the KaLen liberAti.on movement and

was assasinated.

B1..1r:na and that the S 'ka'H !-(':u-en werp ,::aJ led " Btlrrrl.f2Se t their

themselves.
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..,.. did not atter)!:! bp,:Cl.uSP T ':'Cl.S too iII. B"..1t I did 'J·~.ther a fevl hj ts. of

On the ,::'2nd, thr,C(.= \Vas a Droc':ssi.on to th<? wa t ~n the morning. The

novi.ces-to-be were tJlen dressed and 'dscorated'.

\,>/ere takpn to houses of elders for 'wrist_ty:ing I.

Juring the day, the nov5.':es

In the evening t''-,ere was

a ?rocession around the wat. The novices_to_be rode ·on horses and thp Burmese

Crt the ?3!"d~ the d.:""tlJal ordin~t-j~n took ,plac-e. In the ~erning there

in the afternoon.

were used for I)'3rt of t"-,e ordination service.

(three days after the ordination). This service I attended. Tl1e main purpose

was ffi'2rit-making with the ne\,>/ novices involv"'d. For this a ~onk from ~at

C:l: 1'] SlJ:!J was in'li ted t.o gi 'f'? a sermon in Shan and the ent::'re secJi'-:e 'das .in

(-:~ren:onyJ• I notired that the new novices were wparing black 'praye~' beads

T~p ~ongreg~tion ~eld sl~all
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trouble hi::' th the Meo in at"er. ~)Crt::; of the North. In tr0 nast few days, th~r.e

'lave been even somc-: n.1filOr.s and ~'~tuaJ iw.::i.dents i.n the ap,:i'3.

On the ? 3rd, ·Jane saw large nurnbers of pol.i ce down tovm j n t'le morning.

Ive heard that they INcre on their. vJay to investigate t.np. presence of a roving

band of "] 00 Communists" :,'Ino "'ISLe somewhere bebleen M1{a!J Ph;): n and r'1~: la: lua?).

On the ?1th, Rachel Schlatter reported that she had heard that these reports

'·t!E're unfounded .;;nd that- in :fact there were 0nly "~n htmh'rs". Then today I

~,,'hat t:he truth is, ;,..!e ion't y"'t knov!.

The CKA had told us th~t the BPP was very illlhappy abo1.1t fJ1eo moving , .L".n ,-0

the area of Hae Sariang to plant orturn and had "'larned them if they planted

a;n5n, thf::'y would come '_lp nnd cut dovm the cror. /,:ppareotly, SOIT:",ono p0s·1.ng

as officials had told the f''Leo they had permission and had collected taxes from

Litem. On the ?3rd, we sa.,.! a group of M.eo in the hotel c'3.fe with some police

and later heard that they had been arrested for something to do wit.. opium

and were ti'lken to Chiang Hai. 'fl}lether they were the same Neo, I don't knO',/.

I have also l.ea!:"o2d that the arloual 'Surnrner Fest-i.val' 'tlhid) WO'3 sc:heduled

for the end of tr'le month has been r:anc:elled b~r the P .G. ':!no :i S ofr-Clid of

Su::h
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