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JAPANESE FARMS IN WASHINGTON

CHAPTER I. ·INTRODUCTION

The history of the Japanese people in the United

states is brief, covering less than fifty years. Their back-

ground and vicissi tudes are comparatively simple when con-
'''I

trasted with those of European or Chinese immigrants.

The definite date of the coming of the first Japa-

nese to Arne rica is unknown, but the United states' census of'

1870 shows the presence of 55 Japanese. One decade later the

number had inoreased to 148, an increase of 93 during ten

years. In the state of California, the center of Japanese

immigration, there were only 86, and as for the state of

Washington, it had only ~.Japanese in 1880. However, the

govermnent census of 1890 figures 2039 Japanese in the states,

showing a rapid increase compared with that of the preceding

decades.

By comparing with Chinese in~igration this sudden

jump from 148 Jap anese immigrants in 1880 to 2039 in 1890,

we get a very interesting contrast. The Chinese had begun

to immigrate to the United states early in the period of

Spanish possession of the HOl'thwest. At the tiU18 of the
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Ca1ifo rnia gold rush in 1848 there were 54 Chinese in Ca1i-

Iornia t the number increasing 'from year to year as follows:

1848---------------- 54

1849--------------- 737

1850------------- 3 t 227

1851------------- 6t OOO

1852------------ 20 t OOO

1860------------ 34 t OOO

If we compare the number of Japanese and Chinese

in the Unitecl states for eaoh deoade t we get the following
,'\

interesting figures:

TABLE I. COl.1P..-\.RISON OF JAPAnESE MID CHnr.illSE IH u.s. IWR EACH
DECADE t 1860--1920 (u.s. CENSUS)

Ja.danese O· 55 148

The graph shows that Chinese pOFu1ation had in-
t

creased ev~ry decade until 1890 vnlsn a maximum po~u1ation of

107 t488 was .roaohed t after which it gradually decreas8d to

61,639 in 1920. On the other hand the Japanese suddenly in-!

creased in the decade 1880-1890 from 143 to 2059 t--appro~d­

mate1y 1400 %t--and have continued to inorease every deoade

numbering 11l t 010 against 61,639 C4inese in 1920. This dis-

crepancy is due to the Chinese F~c1usion Act of 1882 whioh

absolutely barred Chinese immigrants.
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The following table makes the relation still clear-

er by showing a comparison of the geographical distribution

of Japanese and Chinese in the United States:

TABLE II. DISTRIBUTIOn OF JAPANESE A:ND CHINESE IN THE U. s.
(FROM U. s. CEHSUS 1880-1920)

Japanese
1900 1890

Division
1920

u.s. 111,010
New England 347
Middle At-

lantic 3,266
Central, N.B. 927

n N. W. 1,215
s. Atlantic 360
S.E. Central 35
S.w. " 578
Mountain 10,792"
Pacific 93,490

1910

72,157
272

1,643
482

1,000
156

26
428

10,447
57,703

24,326
89

446
126
223

2.9
7

30
5,107

18,269

Chinese

2039
45

202
101

16
55
19
42
27

1532

1880

148
14

27
7
1
5

°°5
89

u.s. 61,639
New England 3,602
1'.1ic((lle At-

lantic 8,812
N. E. Cent-

ral 5,043
IT.W. II 1,678
s. Atlantic 1,824.
S.E. Central 542
S.W. " 1,534
Mountain 4,339
Pacific 34,265

71,531
3,499

8,189

3,415
1,195
1,582

414
1,303
5,614

46,320

89,863 107,488
4,203 1,488

10,490 4,689

2,533 1,254
1,135 1,097
1,791 669

427 274
1,555 1,173
7,950 11,572

59, 779 85,272

105,465
401

1,227

390
423

74
90

758
14,274
87,828

The above table shows to what a high degree the

Japanese and Chinese t(Hned to similar di.stribution. The

greater part of each race stayed in ~le £acific and mountain

divisions "vheTe anti-Oriental move"me uts Vlere started and in-

tensified. The Chinese started their life in America as un-

skilled laborers on the railroads, on farms, and in the
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mines, as well as accepting othor menial and unpleasant em-

ployments which Americans disliked. They took up these voca-

tions willingly, and worked longer hours for less pay, there­

by becoming harilly tools for their employers and the capita1-

ists.

At this time the Americans welcomed the Chinese;

the gov8rnor of California even made public speeches of wel­

come to the irMligrants(l). As years went by, however, the

Chinese acquired exp~)rience and money, and it vms natural

that the~' should leave unpleasant and poorly paid work to
''l

start indep endent businesses. Gradually they ol)enecl 1'0 stau-

rants, laundries and stores in the cities, and took up agri-

culture in the country. Since these Americ~~-nillde Chinese

business men, with the experience of hard work in the :p~st,

ware industrious and frugal, they soon outstripped the less

ambi tious of their American COHlIJoti tors vlho had consid8red

the Ohinese to be their inferiors and dostined to remain

ditch diggers and menial servants I'or the superior white.

Vnlen the despised Chinese began to better their condition,

the self-contented Americans grew uncomfol'table and became

jealous. Furthermore, the completion of the construction of

the railroad by the employment of cheap Chinese coolies

brought a v~Testward movement of American people viho disliked
\

to compete as laborers ~~th the coolies. Thus arose the

1. Coolidge. Chinese Irr~igration, p. 22.
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rac ial fri ction between the laborers and small business men

of the two races on the coast. To make the situation worse,

politicians took advantage of the raC8 prejudice of the ig-

norant whites and developed race hatred in the general pub-

lic for political ends. nConsequently anti-Chinese feeling

on the Pacific coast grew so stron?, that in California, 0010-

rudo, Montana and Washington ri ots against Chinose to ok pla ce

very freCluently, and l)olice power was utterly u.nable to 1J1'O-

tect the life and property of Chinese peolJle in the stateS.

The murder of twenty-one Chinese in a San Francisco riot in

1871 is one examp1e. n (1) At times e'ven troops were required

to sUJ:11)reSS American mobs against Chinese. "Thus in spite

of the Burlinghame treaty of 1868, America made a treat.y

with China in 1880 to prohibit Chinese immigra..YJ.ts for the

time bein8, and in 1882 Congress enacted a Chinese exclusion

act, by which laborers were deni ed admission to the country

ten years. In 1892, a new act, the Greary1aw, extended all

these restrictions for another ten years. In 1902 it was

ordered that this should be oxt.ended indefinitely.,,(2) Thus

the Chinamen, who hael. cl.one the hardest and dirtiest parts of

pioneer work in the West, were driven out as soon as the work

had been completed, simp1;'l because it was the will of the

rJhi tes.

L
2.

Basset's Short History of the United states, p. 774.
ft If If If"" If p. 775.
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The origin and course of Japanese i~~igration on

the coast are similar to those of the Chinese. First America

welcomed the Chinese, then ill-treated them, anl finally ex­

cluded them by treaties and acts. As the Chinese iil1ffiigrants

in the Uni ted States wero diminishing in this marmer, the

Japanese were gradually increasing, due to the rather favor-

able attitmle of the American people. However, as soon as

they showed a desire and the ability to better their social

and economic status, they became the victims of oppression

and discrimination, followed by complete exclusion by means

of treaty, agreement, and acts. ''IThe farmers among the Japa-

nese suffered most severely from this discrimination because

the J?acific states, where most of them were living, enacted

severe and clouel alien land la,riS Yihich deljrived them of the

right and means of attaining security and happiness for them-

selves and their families. This tendency' first appeared in

California and gradually worked up there to the desi.red end

in 1913. The concrete step was taken in the state of Wash-

ington in 1921 when the anti-JaIJaneSe Land Act dealt the

final blow to Japanese farming in that state.
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CHAPTER II. HISTOHY OF J.A.PANESE FARMS IN THE STATE OF

VlASrrUJGTOn

Now' let us observe why and how Japanese farmers

appeared in this state, and how they came to be treated as

the;r are. As has been mentioned above, Japanese immigrants

increased with the decrease of Chinese immigrants after 1882,

and they had followed, in genoral, similar lines of employ­
''I

mant, namely, unskilled labor. In the state of Washington

the JaFanese i!;imigrants at first worked on the railroads, at:

logging, and in domestic service. Only the few who \vere

born farmers worked on farms.

Heamvhile, the so- called Gentlemen I s Agreement of

1907 restricted an;'7 further SU:Pl)ly of immigrants from Japan,

and gave to European immigrants an opportunity to flow into

the state in their place. In the face of Oriental exclusion,

the increased demand for big gangs of railroad workers in

the HorthYvest attracted wany European immigrants from other

states to Washington. These Europeans had three advantages

over Ja.panese worlcers:

1. Unlimited opportunity of sup:plying big gangs be-

cause of non-restriction of immigration.

2. Greater physical strength because of bigger

bodies.



3. The advantage of belonging to the white race.

For these reasons, especially the first two, the

Japanese workers on the railroads were gradually replaced by

Europeans, Italians, Poles and Greeks predominating. Conse-!
I

quent1y these Japanese sought a livelihood elsewhere, in

machine shops, in sa~~ills, in logging camps, in domestic

service, in business ventures, and a great many of them on

farms.

Meanwhile, the gradual increase of Japanese women

. with their more satisfactorysexvice for comparatively lower,
''I

wages, tended to drive Japanese boys out of domestic service

into other lihes of work. By this time many. of them had

married and desired a·place of permanent residence such as

was not offered in menial service or railroad work. Some

went into business in cities, but (the greater number) many

of these married men preferred farming. It was customary

for them to Vlork for wages until ·they became exporienced

enough to lease 1aml and run farms at their own risk.

In this fashion Japanese farmers increased from

year to year until the anti-Japanese Land Act in 1921 made

such land leases impossible. Just before the land act was

passed, 699 farms comprising 25,340 acres(l) were controlled

by Japanese; but now (1925) it is less than 10,000 acres.

The fel'lowing table shows clearly the rise and fall of Ja.p a-

1. 1920 Census, Volume VI, Part 3, .p. 285.
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nese farms in Washington:

TAB1~E III. JJUMBER AUD ACREAGE OF JAPll.lJESE JPA...T.ZMS nT TBJ~ STAr:f.1E
OF ¥u~SHINGTON (U.S. CENSUS, 1920, VOL. VI, PART 3, P.
285)

Fanns Acreage

1910 316 11,439 ( estirnated)

1920 699 25,340

1925 246 '7 030(~),

If we compare this with the total farms of the

state we obtain the following figures:

",
TABLE IV. A COMPARISON OF JAPANESE FAHMS WITH TIm 'llOTAL

FARMS IN '.eRE STATE OF WASHInGTON (u.s. CENSUS, 1920)

No. of farms Acreage Avg. size of farm

state 66,288 13,244,720 199.8

Jap anese 699 25,340 36.2

. Ratio of Japanese
:Earms to the vIho1e
no. farms in the
state 1.1% 0.2j·i> 18.0'%

That is, in 1920, 1.1 per cent of the total number

of farms in the state of Washington were cultivated by Japa-

nese, but these farms covered only 0.2 per cent of the total

farm area of the state. This means that the average size of

Japanese farms is about one sixth of the size of the average

of all farms' in the state. In 1925 the number of Japanese

1. N.W. Amer. Japanese Assn. Report, 1925.
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farms decreased to 246, and the acreage to 7030 (see Table

III). In other words during the four years since the Alien

Land Act of 1921, these farms decreased in number about two

fifths, and in aCl'eage about one third. Consequently, if VIe

assume that in 1925 the number of farms and the total acreage

is the same as in 1920, then the ratio of JaI)aneSe farms to

other farms in the state would be 0.25 IJer cent in number,

and 0.05 per cent in acreage. Most of these Japanese farms

aro located beuveen Seattle and Tacoma.

''I
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CHAPTER III. TYPES OF JAPANESE FARuS

The prine ipal typ es 0 f Japanese farms in the state

of Washington are dairy and vegetable farms, fruit gardens

and greenhouses. In addition to these there are some poultry

and hog farms, but these are too few to be worthy of consid-

~ration. As described in the preceding chapter, at the begin­

'! ning of 1923, there were 665 Japanese farms amounting to
''\

13,635 acres, of which 50% were dairy farms, 30.4% vegetable,

19.6~0 fi"'Uit, and 0.1% greenhouses, according to acreage.

The greater number of dairies were located between Seattle

and Kent, about 3500 cows being kept on these pastures. Now

(1925) the number of cows is reduced to 1000, the greater part

of the milk ~roduced being consumed in Seattle and the re­

mainder being sent to Borden's and other canning factories.

The vegetable farms are located for the most part

in the White Rivex VEil ley and Yakima valley. Lettuce, cab-

bage, cauliflower, celery, corn, peas, beans, asparagus, and

rhubarb are the principal products of the Vvhite River valley;

melons, cantaloupes, tomatoes, onions and potatoes lead as

products of the Yakima valley. Since aliens are not allowed

to own land in the state of Washington, orchards, which re-

quire many years to llIDture, are seldom seen on Japanese

farms. Strawberries, blackberries and loganberries are the
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predominating fruits. Practically all the greenhouses are

10 cated in the Whi te Ri ver valley and near Seattle. In Jan­

uary, 1923, there were 85 greenhouses run by 24 greenhouse

fanners whose IJroducts were flowers (40%), and vegetables

(60%). The ratio is as follows:

TABLE V. JAPANESE GREENHOUSES IN WASHINGTON IN 192 3( 1)

Farmers
No. %

Greenhouses
.No. %

Vegetable
Flower
Total

15
9

"24

62
38

100

53
32
81J

62
38

100

The following table sho¥~ the distribution of each

type of Japanese farm:

TABLE VI. ACREA.GE 01]' DIFFERENT TYPES OF JAl:J MTESE FARMS IN

WASH lUG TON BY COUNT IES, JAlTUARY 1923( 2)

From this table it can be seen that of the total

area of Japane se farms, 50}b is pasture land, 307S is devot ed

to vegetable growing, and 20% to fruit raising. Also the

Eruits Dairy Greenhouse Poultry Hog Totalcounty Vegeta-
bles

Benton 215
King 2082.5
Kitsap 46
Pie rce 1299.5
Spokane 160
Yakima 245

Total 4048

55
1393.5

402
737.5

160

2748

6390

391

6781

19

19

10

3

13

270
9895
448

26 2457
160
405

26 13635

1. Compiled from documents of farming statistics, West Ameri­
can Japanese Association, 1923.

2. Same source.
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table ShO~ffi that King county leads in the number of each tYPe

of farm, po ssessing about 50'% of the vegetable farnE of all

counties; over 50% of the fl~it farIm; 90% of pasture; all

the greenhouses; 80% of the poultr,y yards; in all, about 70%

a f the total of Japanese farming area. Pierce county follows

next, comprising nearly 20% of the Japanese farming area of

the state. In other words, 90% of the Japanese farm area in

the state of Washington is c~ntained in ~vo counties. King

and Pierce, which contain the two largest cities, Seattle

and Tacoma, respectively. Thus it shows that t~Ese two cit-
.,

ies consume the greater part of the products of the Jal:Janese

farmers.

Furthe r description of distri bu tion of products

will be found in the chapter on distribution. Map No.1 in

Volume II gives a general idea of the distribution and extent

of Japanese farms in the state.
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CHAPTER IV. LAIfJl TENURE

The constitution which vms adopted by the state of

Washington when it was admitted to the Union in 1889 con­

tained a provision prohibiting aliens from owning land (Arti­

cle II, Section 3). Furthermore, the naturalization laws of

the United states deny Mongolians the right to become natur­

alized citizens •. Consequently no Ja1Janese can own land in

the state unless American- boril, ancl all Japanese farmers are

merely tenants. In case the land is owned by American-born

Japanese children, the parents are not allowed to be their

guardians. Guardians must be chosen among American citizens,

the parents being mere wage earners with no power over their

children as far as the land is concerned. If the parents

are suspected .of using the land for their own profit, the

prosecuting attorney can institute proceedings in the Super­

ior court in the nature of an action of escheat. If the

cause is sustained by the facts, tile land escheats to the

state, and the parents are subject to fine, or imprisonment,

or both. American-born children hold some 927§ acres (Janu­

ary 1920) of farms under these precarious conditions; some

of them have already escheated; others are now in suit.

The remainder of the 13,635 acres far~med by Japa­

nese is leased land. Since the Anti-Japanese Land Act of
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1921 prohibits the Japanese from leasing new farms and from

renewing old leases, Japanese farming will cease as soon as

the present leases expire. In 1923, just two years after

the land act went into effect, the leases for 3,681 acres

e:xpired. This comprised about 27% of all the farm.s culti­

vated by Japanese in the preceding year. Of 140 Japanese

farms in Ywcima in 1922, only 7 remained in 1924. In the

whole state 1,164 acres (9~~) in 1924 slipl)ed out of the hands

of Japanese farmers, and in 1925 1,759 acres (13%). Thus

the Japanese farm area at the end of 1925 will be only half

as great as it was in 1923, and by 1930 it will be only 2%

as great as was this leased area in 1923. In 1931 practi­

cally all leases expire and there will be left in the hands

of th~ JaFanese only that part owned by American-born chil­

dren (927t acres).

The following table shows how rapidly the Japanese

farnE in the state al'e slipIJing away from the Japanese farm-

ers:
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TABLE VII. TENURE OF FARMS BY JAPANESE FARMERS IN WASHING-

TON, SHOWING AlUJUAL EXPIRATION OF LEASES, 1923-1931

County Acreage
Total Owned Leased

Lease expiring in:
1923 1924 1925

9895 401.5 9493.5

Benton 270

King

Kitsap 448 169

Pierce 2457 177

Spokane 160 20

Yakima 405 160

270

279

.2280

140

245

50

2727.5

38

866

45

544

100

240

60

175

1272

93

344

10

40

Total No.
Acres 13635 927.5 12707.5

,"
3681. 5 1164 1759

Per Cent 100 6fJ 93.1 8.5 12.9

County Lease eXIJl.Tlng in:
1926 1927 1928 1929 1930 1931 & up

B8nton 15 160

King 2227 1280.5 275 267.5 47 853

Kit sap 41 7

Fi8rce 453 145 23 27 110 72

Spokane 30 5 15 20

~Yakima 30

Total No.
Acres 2781 1425.5 318 309.5 317 952

Per Cent 20.'5 10.4 2.3 2.2 2.3 7.1
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The following table and graph show still more

clearly the yearly d.ecline of Japanese farms in the state:

T.4.BLE VIII. YEARLY DECLINE OF JAPANESE FARTvIS IN S~TE OF

"'NASH IHGTOlJ

1920
Lease expi res

( acres)

1921-22

11,705

1923

3681.5

1924

1164

1925

1759

1926

2781

Remaining area
( acres) 13,635 9953.5 8789.5 7040.5 4249.5

%0 f r erna ining
area to the 100
area in 1920

54 39 34 28 17

1927

Lease expires 1425.5

Remaining area 2824 187.5 927.5 927.5

1931 1932

o

44

952

7

1930

317

1929

309.5

2196.5

9

318

2506

10

1928

11·%remaining
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CHAPTER V• FInANCIAL CONDITIONS

The typical Japanese farmer in the state of Wash­

ington is a tenant with a farm small enough to be cared for

by himself and his family. Extra helpers are hired in very

busy seasons, but it is exceptional. Ordinarily the father

is both employer and emPloyee, both planning and executing

. the work by himself. His wife, parents, and the big children

may help him, but few strangers are seen on those farms. If

one goes to a Japanese farm in planting or harvesting season,

he will see the whole family at work together in the field,

the women and children picking berries or peas, the father

carrying the crop to the packing house, small boys and girls

too young to work, playing about, and even the domestic cats

and dogs frolicking among the workers. Real enthusiasm and

industry, s~ch as was shown in the American colonial period

and in medieval Eurol)e, pervades both the home and the open

fi eld.

However, all this is incidental to tenant farming.

The JaFanese farmer runs a small farm, not because it is

more enjoyable, but· because he cannot afford to run a large

one. Usually he starts his fa~l \rith a very small amount of

money, in many cases only a few hLilldred dollars. At first
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he rents a :few ao:res, and when his home work is finished he

goes to some of his nei~hbors to work for wsgss; As he pros-

pers he enlarges his farm until it talms his full time for

its care, and there he stops. Instead of adding more land,

he carries on more intensive farming by means of good :ferti-

Ii zers and ca.reful cultivation. The small si.ze of Japanese

fa.rms is accounted for thus:

1. The soil and climate where Japanese have settled

is favorable for truck gardening.

2. Truck gardening requires intonsive and careful
''I

farming, limiting the amount of land which can be cared for

by one farmer.

3. The rent of farms is high, over fifty dollars

per acre a year. Inteilliive cultivation of a small area is

safer aru.l more profitable than a larger area.

For these reasons the Japanese farm averaGes from

five to fifteen acres, for fruit and vegetables, and from

fifty to one hundred acres for 1) astura • The :lJIDllowing tabl e

makes this clear:

TABLE IX. AVERAGE SIZE OF JAPANESE }j1ARM IN WASHHTGTOl'T, JAN- t
UARY, 1923 (FROM II. VI. J. ASSII. STAT ISTICS. 1923) \

Type no. farms Acres Avg. size in acres

Vegetable 295 4048 13.7
Fruits 255 2748 10.8
Pasture 89 6781 76.2

Total 639 13,577 21.3
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From this, iNe have the average size of the vegeta­

ble gardens 13.7 acres, of fruit gardelw 10.8 acres, and of

pastures 76.2 acres, or a to tal average of 21.3 acres pe r

farm.

It is interesting to note hOlfl these small Japanese

farms are financed, how much money is invested in them, and

what profits the Japanese gain from them. This varies in

the diffel'ent counties according to the nature of the farms.

In 1922, in truc}..: gardens, including both vegetable and

frUit, the total investment amou.'ited to $1,657,319, for which

there was a gross income of $2,227,265; the total expenses,

exc1u.sive of the labor 0 f the farmers and the ir families

wera$1,504,257; that is, $723,008 was thff total of profit

and wages for farmers and their families. Since there were

550 truck garden farms in 1922, the average income per family

pal' yeal' is ~~1,315. In the case of dairy farms, 89 farmers

invested $576,600; the income was $614,950 and ex~enses were

$423,990, leaving a net profit of $190,960 a year; that is,

each dairy farmer and his familY got $2,141 a year. In the

case of greenhouses, 24 familier; invested ;;~119, 500; the gross

income was ;;)114, 800 , of which ;;p?4,250 was eXI) ense s; the net

$40 550 malting average of ."'1 690 per family.income vms . , , an .;;r ,

In poul try fartn'3, three families which invested ;~35, 000 got

a gross inc OGle of ~~10, 570, disbursed, ~~5, 785, r'ece i ved a ne t

income of ;}4,785; hence, an average income of $1,595 per farn-

i1y. When all these vari ous .types of farms are figur ed to­

gether, they bring an average income of ;fpl,440 per familJ7
•

(
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Thus i t is shown that the dair~T farmo 1'8 have the largest in-

come I)er family, next the greenhouse owners and poultry rais-

ers, and lastly, the ormers of tTLtck garclens. See the fo110\'1-

ing table:

TABLE X. FHT.AJWIAL C01r.0ITIOnS OlP JA.2.A1JESrl PARLIS IN ViASnHTGTOU
III 1922 (1)

Greenhouse Poultry

,?) 35000 c}' 2388419,.p 'R

;~ 10570 ,~, 2967585ti; ~?

~.~~ 5785 ,1 2008282
" ~p

4785 ;;~ 957303

Vegetable
& fruit Dairy

Family 550 89
ft

.A.cl~es 6796 6807

Investment $1657319 ;;1) 576600

Income ':!'2 <) 27'") 65 ~~ 614950'<? lJ {:J

EXfi enses ;$1504257 ~~ 423990

Wages
Total ~ :; 723008 ;jp 190960';1)

24

19

~~ 119500'

~~ 114800

74250

<.'!; 40550
~,

'1

:i?

3

13

Total

666

13635

Avg. per
family ~~ 1315 r;;S 2141

\,

1690 1440

Such Was tho situation in 1922. However, the acre-

age undcr JU2anese control has decreased from 13,635 acres

in 1922 to 7,030 acres in 1925, with a corresponding decrease

in income. In Yakit;:a, for example, in 1922 th8rO W9re about
( 2 '

150 Ja})unese farms, while in 1924 only 7 renmined ). In

the case of dairy farms Vlhich in 1922 numbered 65 (3300 covm),

1. Based on the agricultural rel)Ort of ITorthvl8st
Ja:panese Association, 19~~3.

2. BeHort of yakima Jarauese Association, 1924.
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and SUl)plied 50}& of Seattle 1 s milk, no1,'; only 22 (1000 cows),

remain,

tIe (1) •

sUP1,lying only l3)b of all the milk consumed. in Seat-

However, the average income per family remains ab-

out the same.

Here follow specific examples of the financial con-

di tion of tenant farmers engac:ed in truck gar(lening anc1 dairy

farming:

I. STRJI.VlBERRY FARMIHG

The size of a straWberry farm is usually five acres

per family •. The life of the strawber~y plant is five :{ears,

and in order to cet the best results the plant must be re-

n8Vled eV8ry fi ve ~rears. It doe s not procluce an~7 crop the

fi r8t year, and the se cond, third. and fourth yaul's are its

be st. The fifth year the CTOl? bee ames poor in both quali ty

ruld quantity, and it does not pay to cultivate a crop the

sixth yoar. For this reason, tho financial corn})utation of

str[H'lberry farming requires a five ;;/8 aI'S , unit for five acreS.

An oxaml)le in Thomas(2), \'Ihite River valley, comput3d on the

above basis, follows:

1. statement of Pukuhara, Sec. of Seattle Hilk Shippers' ":\.8sn.
2. statement of H. Shiralcata, Pres. of Thor:aas Ja.pal1ose Assn.,

June, 1924.
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TABLE XI. EXPENSES AND UrcOE£E OF .A STRAVlBERRY FARM: (5 ACHBS

FOR 5 YE..'\.HS)

E:xp enses

subtotal

Arnt.
'l,
~plOOO.OO

625.00
90.00

900.00
2400:00
2000.00
800.00

7815.00

Uni t Price

$40 per A. yr.
250.

.031
~~15 per mo.

.•401 1)81" crate
.25y{

lO¢ per cratten

Quanti ty

5 A. 5 yrs.
2-~ T.
x 6000 pieces
60 mo.

~ of 8000 crates
8000 n

8000

Item
(Paid in cash)
Farm rent
Fert ilizer
New berry plants 5
Feed for horses
Pickers
Boxes
Hisce llaneous

(Labor by the farmer
Preparation of fann
Hoe ing,ls t yr.

u 2nd-5 yrs.
Teamster
Pic;:ing berries

and his family)
15 da.

180 If

400 n

125 "
~ of 8000 CTa tes

Subtotal

'''t ~~3. 00
3.00
3.00
3.0.0

.40$i

45.00
540.00

1200.00
375.00
800.00

2960.00

Grand total expenses $10,775.00

Income
Berries

To tal income

8000 crates ;!~1.35
per crate 10,800.00

10,800.00

Het profit $10,800.00 - $10,775.00 25.00

Thus, if he charges $3.00 per day for his own la­

bor, his net 2rofit for five years is only twenty-five dol-

lars. t 1 . year 4S one fifthConsequently. the ac ua lncome per ~

of the total of the net profit ($25.00) and the wages for

himself and his familY, (;~2960.00), namely (~~25.00 ;ili2960)
"

- 5 = ~~597 .00.
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Of course this income is not sufficient to support

his family throughout the year. However, the berry season

is only six months long, March to July. In order to make ~.

ends meet, the farmer works at other emvlo~nents for the

rest of the year, or he raises cabbage and othar vegetables

after the berries are cropped. In this way he is able to

add about $500.00 to his income making i t total from ;~1000.00

to $1100.00 per year.

II. LETTUCE FAmJING

TABIJE XII. EXPENSES AIm INCOlv1E OF LE:fT!.JCE FAm:I, 10 ACHJ.~S,

TEOM.AS, rmITE RIVER VAI~LEY (1)

:ED:::p ens es

Rent $35 pe r aore . .
Fortilizer, 1 ton per acre, 1 ton = $55
Extra hired labor, 2 for 3 mo. (May, June, July)

$100 per mo. (plowing, fertiliZing, disking,
harrowing, planting, cultivating 3 times,
cutting, haUling)

Tearn--Feed, hay, 110 ton, ;1;>25 .flO r ton
Chop feed, 3 ton at $50

Hothouse or bed--life length--5 yrs.
$500 for 5 yrs., per yr.

Seed--5 pouncls per acre, :~2.50 'per lb.
Truck--l ton Ford, longevity 5 yrs.

~~700, pB l' ST.
Tires
Gasoline, 350 gal.
Oil & repairs

Interest
Miscellaneous

Total

Income--400 crates pex acre--4000 crates
1 crate-- ;h .10

Wages and profit

;$350.00
550.00
600.00

250.00
150.00

100.00
125.00

140.00
50.00
70.00

100.00
300.00
200.00

2985.00

4400.00
-2985.00

1415.00

L statement of S. Katsuno, tho foreman of Whi te Riv'3r Valley
Garden, Se.p t ., 1925.



27

III. ArT EXilMPLE OF A CAULH1LOWER .lll:JD TOliATO FARM

TABLE XIII. EXPEHSES AND INCOliIE OJ' CAULIJj"LOWER AND rrOl::IATO
FARM (PONTIAC) (4 ACRES A FM1ILY) (1)

ExpGns es

Rent $40 an acre
Fertilizer
Horse feed
Truck
Fixtures
Seeds
Labor $125 mo., 12 mo.

Income

Total

'''l

$150.00
300.00
150.00
300.00
30.00
50.00

1500.00

2490.00

Cauliflower, 3 acres, 2 crops
3 acres, 600 crates per acre = 1800 crates
1 crate $1.25 x 1800

Tomatoes, 1 acre
1200 crates per acre, 1 crate 60¢

Total

Het profit

2250.00

710.00

2960.00

470.00

1. statement of T. Ito, an expert farmer in £ontiac, Sept.,
1925.
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IV. :PIUAlTC lll.1 DBTAIL OlP A ]J! my FARM

TABLE XIV. EXPTmSES AND INCOME OF A DAIRY ]'ARH AT 0 I mU.ElJ ,
WHITE RIVER VALLEY, JUIJY, 1924

Expenses

Item Remarks Amt.

(Cash Pa'lment)
• r

Land rClnt 60 acres ~p30 an acre
Feeding grain, 1 ton per cow, ~50 per

ton
Hay harvesting, 25 acres, $15 per acre
Damages and depreciation
Interest 8% for $4000

Subtotal

( IJabo r by farme r himself)
l:1ilker ~j~130 l)e r mo., 12 mo.

Subto tal
Total eJq!ense

Income

;~1800.00

.1500.00
375.00
3'75.00
320.00

4070.00

1560.00

1560.00
5630.00

43'70.00

1560.00
5930.00

1000 gallons F~r cow, ~200 per 1000 gal. 6000.00

Total income

Net :profi t

6000.00

70.00

Thus the net profit is $70 dollars. But since he

milks by himself, the ~~1560 wages for railker :i.s his income

beside the 118t j)rofit. Consoquently his actual income is

Vlage s ~;n 560.00

Het profit 70.00

Total 1630.00
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CHlli;T:&R VI. DISTRIBUTION

The products from JalJsnese farms are distri buted

in two ways, namely, local consumption and shipping to the

eastern states. In general, about 70% of the total products

is consumed in Seattlo and 30% is shipped. T~~s ratio fluc­

tr:.ates from year to year according to market concH tions in

the East. The ostimated distl~ibutio'n for 1924 is given be­

low:



Local Dist.
Quantity Value

.\
Crates ~

103,032 176,895.19
2,000 T. 40,000.00
400 cars 72,000.00

60,000 sk. 45,000.00
118,000 159,300.00
120,000 120,000.00
30,000 ek. 45,000.00
100 T. 4,000.00
700 cars 245,000.00
100 11 10,000.00

1,474,600 gal.368,650.00
100 cars 3,300 .00
20" 20,000.00

·13000 T. 180,000.00
25,000 25,000.00

250 T. 6,250.00
528,000 292,800.00

30,-000.00
1,872,895.19

30

TABL.E X.V. DISTHI:8UTION OF ,JllJ?AI:TESE PARVI .2ROJ)UCTS IN '.fASH­
IlTGTOIJ IlT 1924 (1)

Article ~eo tal rroduct
QU&ltity Value
Crates ~~

Berries 222,247 510,975.19
Cabbage 6,000 T.I00,000.00
Cantaloupe 500 cars 90,000.00'
Carrots 60,000 sk.45,000.00
Cauliflower 118,000 159,300.00
Co18ry 130,000 130,000.00
Corn 30,000 sk.45,000.00
Cucumber 700 T. 28,000.00
IJo ttuco 1330 cars 465,500.00
Melon 100" 10,000.00
Ei1k 1,474,600ga1368,650.00
Onions 120 cars 39,600.00
Elas 40" 40,000.00
Potatoes 7000 T. 210,000.00
Sldnach 25,000 25,000.00
Squash 250 T. 6,250.00
Tomatoes 660,000 366,000.00
Bisce l1aneous 30,000.00
TOTAL 2,669,275.19

T.
cars
crat'3s
T.
cars

TT

TT

Berries
Cabbage
Cantn1oUI)O
Celery
Cucumber
Le ttuce
Onions
l)eas
Potatoes
Tomatoos
r-.ril1\:
TOTAL

•

Eastern L'Iarkot
Quanti ty
Crates'
119, ::n5

4,000
100

10,000
600

, 630
20
20

1,000
132,000 cra.tes

Dis tribution
Vahle

. ~!~

'iP
334,080.00
.60,000.00
18,000.00
10,000.00
24,000.00

220,500.00
6,600.00

20,000.00
30,000.00
?3,200.00

796,380.00

Berries sent to East
are caillle d

Cabbage sent to Eust
is canned

lTIastern shilJ.£Jing all
canned

About 10;;~ is conclensed

(
1 •.These figures were obtained J:romexLJeri.'311Ced wholesalers

and froducars, Tonsaka, Ito, Hatsu..l1o Nakatsuka and oth­
ers, Seattle.
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The nature of the product detennines the method of

i ts ma r1\:e ting.

I. MILK

The greater number of the Japanese dairies are 10­

cat eel in the Vlhi t e Hivel' val Ie y ancl almos t a 11 the d 2.i ry

farrmrs, both Ja.vanese and American, are members of the Seat­

tle Milk Shippers' Association. The producers send their

milk to the association which sells to milk dealers or can­

ning cOTJ1lJanies, the balance between the actual price and the

selling eJ::p enses being paid to the .p-rod.ucers. In this ilIaJl

the association controls Seattle's milk market. The milk

war with the Mayflower Company in the su~~er of 1924 was an

attempt 0 f the asso ciation to IJreserve the Seattle market

for its members against an invasion of Snohomish .milk.

The constitution and by-laws of tho Seattle Liilk

Shippers' Association are to be found in AplJendix 1.

II. BEFJUES

There are three associations of berry growers in

the state; namely:

1. ruget Sound Berry Growers' Association which

handles most of the berries IJroduced north of Seattle, and

on Vashon Islancl. Its office is in Seattle.

2. White River Berry Growers' Assooiation which

handles berrieS produced between Seattle and Auburn, the 10­

cat ion of i ts offi ce.
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3. Washington Berry Growers' Association, which

handles the berries grown between Auburn and Tacoma. The of-

fice is in Sumner.

4. Puyallup-SufImer Berry Growers' ....-\.ssociation in

Puyallup, which handles the berries produced around Tacoma.

The Washington Berry Growers' Association and the

Puyallup-Surnner Berry Growers' Association consist largelY

of Americans. Most of the Japanese berry growers belong ei­

ther to. the White River o:r to the Puget Sound Berry GrOll! ers r

Associations which marke t their products. Usually the as-
,'\

sociation hires an expert salesman on a 5% commission basis,

who with his hired assistants, is responsible for the order

taking, shipping, accounting, and marketing of the berries.

When there is an over-supply, it is sent to nearby canneries

which usually pay 8 cents a pound. Here the berries are

canned in 5, 10, 30 and 50 gallon barrels, and when they are

sold the net j?rofit is divided between tho canning company

and the g:rowe:rs. Thus, the gross income for the grower is

the price he receives for the-berries at eight cents per

pound, plus his net profit from the cWlned berries.

The constitution and by-laws for the association

are found in ..A.J?pendix II.

III. VEGETABIJES

Vegetable growers are handicapped in their marketing

methods because they do not have an efficient selling agency

as do the berry growers a.nd dairymen. Green Lake and South
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Park have farmers' associations, but as they are only nomi­

nal, the growers must either take their prcducts directly to

the markets in Seattle and Tacoma, or wait for a buyer to

come to the farm. This situation places the vegetable man

at a disadvantage because on till farm he is at the mercy of

the smart middleman, and in the city, the shrewd market man

commands him. Consequently, when the market price is low

the entire 10 ss falls on the farmer, and when the price is

high, the greater part of the profit goes to the middleman.

For example, the market price of lettuce in Chicago

in 1925 was $7.00 to $8.00 per crate~ yet the farmer was

paid only $1.00 to $1.25. Discounting the cost of shipping,

the middl eman' s profit was disproportionately large. When

the price is falling, the marketman will not buy outright,

and, provid ing the producer entrusts him with his products,

sells for whatever figure he can, receiving a cOITillission of

15%.

Thus it is shown that the marketing system of the

Japanese farmers in the state is most efficient for selling

milk, less so for selling fruits, and least so in disposing

of :vegetables.
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CHAPTER VII. THE WHITE RIVER VALLEY

A. HISTORY

The first Japanese farmers in the state of Washing­

ton settled in the White River valley, and at the present

time 65% of the Japanese farms in the state are located there.

These farms comprise dairies, vegetable gardens, and fruit

farms, and are indicative of th~ ~eneral situation of the
- ''I

Japanese in the whole state. For this reason an intensive

study has been made of the Japanese farmers in this valley.

About thirty years ago, just after the Chino Japan-

ese War, a small number of Japilllese appeared in the valley.

The greater part of the Japanese immigrants at this time

were railroad workers replacing the excluded Chinese,· but

some iapanese, who were born farmers, preferred farmvvork

despite the demand for railroad workers.

At first they wera casual laborers living in camps

controlled by JaRanese contractors V~lO made agreements with

the American farmers of the valley to supply Japanese day

laborers. Their waees were one dollar for ten hours' work

in summer, ancl sixty to eighty cents in winter, the contract-

or getting a certain cou~lission from each worker. In winter

there was little demand for farm laborers, so some went to

work on the railroads and others remained to clear land by
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contract. These contracts presented an interesting arrange­

ment between the owner of the land and the laborer. The

Japanese cut the timber, cleared the land, drained the marsh-

es, and made good farm land, in return for which he was en-

titled to use the land four or five years free from rent.

After the stipulated number of years had passed, the owner

received a regular rent. Often the Jal)aneSe saved enough

money during this time to start raising vegetables and ber-

ries at his own risl:;:, while the American owner had his waste

land turned into a fruitful garden with no ex.Penditure on his

part.
.-.

There were conflicts from time to time between white

farm hands and Japanese, but the matter settled itself When

the white men became teamsters and the Japanese did the hand

work.

It is only during thg past ten or fifteen years

that Japanese dairies have become well-developed in the val-

ley, their growth being simultaneous with that of the truck

garden farms. At first the Japanese worked in American dai­

ries to gain experience and to save money. One milkman's

savings were not sufficient to start a dairy, ivith its re­

quirements of a large pasture and many cows, so two or three

friends would pool their saVings, rent a pasture, buy cows,

and start an indsFendent dairy. If it was not big enough to

employ all the partners, one or two would operate it \''1hile

the others worked in American dairies or on the railroads.

Thus several years would pass until enough money was saved
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to start another dairy, the partnership being presarved until

a 11 of them had become iud. ep endent dair;vmen. In the case 0 f

a family, father and son would cooperate in one dairy, e11-

larging it as their resources increased instead of buying a

second one.

In case a man was single, it was customary to en-··

tru.st his business to a partner while he made a visit to Ja-

pan to return within a few months with a bride. Thus, after

mor3 than ten years of obscure work and loneliness, security

and happiness seemed assured. Such a man is no longer an im-

."migrant looking toward Japan night and day, and longing to

make enough money to return; he is a farmer who desires only

to millce a permanent home, in spite of such difficulties as

race discrimination and an insufficient knOWledge of English.

Such has been the struggle of the Japanese to associate with

his American ne.ighbors and to educate his children to the

best of his ability. It is not surprising that the relations

between the white men and Japanese in the White River. valley

have been very cordial, with a few exceptions when the simple

farmers became the victims of political exploitation.

The following case-stories, which were given in

Japanese and translated into English by the author, are the

personal testimonies of Japanese farmers:

CASE-S'TORY OF loK.T., AN OLD F.~mIgR IN O'BRIEH

"I was born in

a village of Hiroshima prefecture fifty-two years ago. When

(
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I was twenty-four years old, Mr. F., one of my countrymen,

came back from America and told of its advantages, promising

work to anyone who would return with him, and also free les-

sons in English. I was much interested and finallydecidod

to go with him. The first English I learned from 111r. F. was

'water' • 'This word is a f first importane e,' ho said, 'be-

cause when you work on farms you soon get thirsty and cannot

get along without water. In that case you must cry nWatern •

So learn this word and save your life.' The other two terms

he taUGht me were 'Go home' and 'All right'. 'T.hese words

are also vor;;/ imlJortant,' said Mr •. 1,;'1 'If' the boss sa;:TS flAil

right".whal'l you are working, he ~s satisfiad and you rna;:r con-

tinue, but if he says nGo home" , it means you are no longer

wanted. Then you must give up your work and go back to eamp

iilmlEJdiately.' He tallgh t me other words which I forgot, for

English is a vIJry difficult lan'guage. I wonder why Americans

do not slJeak tho easi,gr Jal)anese.

"The nG:A.--t :lear I came' to America llJi th Mr. F. ancl

was taken immediately to his cull1l? in tho Villi te Riv r-3r valley

at O'Brien, where there wore six other Japanese. We were

mere casual laborers waiting for calls to work on nearby

farms. Saldom were all six of us wanted, so we worked in

turn that our monthly pay mi C'llt be nearly even. Ourwork

was clearing land to open new farms or raising potatoes on

these newly-cleared farms.
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"On the first day of my YlOrk I made up my mind not

to hear the phrase 'Go home', because it would shame me and

my family to be discharged for inefficiency. When I reached

the farm where I was to hoe potatoes, I set to work with all

my strength and was greatly relieved to hear the big American

boss say 'All right' when 11ecarne along;. Be :Lng encouraged,

I worked still harder and soon became hot aml unbearably

thirsty. At this moment I rememb.3red the English word I

learned first, so I cried 'Water! Water! Wator!', but noth-

ing happened. B;y this time I vms almost fainting from lack
''t

of water so I threw down my hoe and ran to a nearby ditch.

I found only stagrlant water With many worms in it, and at

first refrained from it, but soon thirst overcame all scrup-

lese I put my handkerchief on the surface of the wator and

drank thru it; never has water tasted so mveet. At this mo-

ment the boss, alarmed by my cries of a few moments ago, 11u.r-

ried to rna, and. understancling the si tnation, laughed and was

greatlY amused. He brought me fresh Vlatsr which did not

taste half so sweet as the ditch water, but vnlich refreshed

me so that I finished my tasJ: by e Leven 0' clock. When the

boss came again he said, 'Go home.' I was discouraged; I

could not n.nderstand; I 1100. clone n10' best anci he was cl.issat-

isfied. EXj;Jecting the derision of m~! fellowi3, I walked

drearily home, onl;yto be cheered by Hr. :B1 ' s vrords, 'T., ,you

vlOrked too hard ane. finished a claJT' s work in tlE8e honrs.

The boss is well satisfied and said to give you some rest
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ancl a fu.ll day's iJay. 111

Upon being ask8cl whether there was eV'3l' trouble

with white laborers, T replied:

"We had a vel';,'" ha1'c1 time wtth poor v{hites. In tho

socona. sumnlOr I sJ!ent in i1..moTioa, an American farmer prOl)osecl

that we weed his carrot garden by contract at a very low

price. 'oVa rafus ed to vlOrk except by thE3 da;s,r, so he hi red

whi t e childrell1l. in Kent who worked well 'vvhile tho boss VlaS

watching, but as soon as he was away, played on the farli1,

pUlled up many carrots and left weeds in their places. On
' ...

his r,aturn, the bo ss discharged the children and hired Japa-

nese, thus displeasing the paoIJla of Kent \~lho saicl, I Ja.r)s

take jobs away from Americans, so let's kick them out.' Af-

tar that trouble it was dangerous for us to So into Kent be-

cause we wal'e tal'gets for joers, sti cks ano. stones whano vel'

wo appeared on the streots.

"At that timo we were about fifty Japanese farm

hands around Kent, all except one of·us wore single men. He

were dividsd into threo camps under American bosses, and our

wages wore $1.00 per day in swnmer, ~nd 60¢ to 80¢in winter.

rio sav8d as much as iJossi1Jlo and sent tho greator paTt of

our earnings to Jaj,)an in a lump sum each month. I AI got all

our savil'J.5 s the first month anll sGnt it to hi s home; 'B I (lid

the same ne:::t month; and so it was repeated UL-til oach member

of the groLl.f llml sent an 8c;u.c:l arclount. In those (lays there

\i-.ras only one JaJ.nmJS9 sto:::'e in Seattlo, bcet 1,\'8 d.id not use
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Japanese goods for two reasons; first, because the prices

Vilere very high, and. socondl:,;- because they were hard. to get.

Thoro was only one train each day betweon Seattle and Kent

ano. if one wont in he had to beaT the double l08~2 of two

d.ays' waGos and his train fare.

".-:lfte r two years I til'ed of this camp life and

rented a farm of twenty aCTes to raise potatoes. ~J.1h8 crop

vms good but just before harvest a flood. l'l2shed away eight

acres of rny crop. 1~ loss was heavy, but With the remaining

money I went to Japan, bringing my Wife bacle with me the next
...

year.

"On my Teturn to the valley I became a milkman for

an Irish farmer for whom. I worked tVlo years, during 1.7hich I

learned to Tun a dairy. Then I rentocl a small pasture from

m:l bo ss and starte d m~T own duir;? of tv!en t~'-fiva or thirt:l

cows. I nEde sovlral hundred dollars each ~Tear 1Nhich I sl,Jent

in paying for my cows, but afteT three or four yoars I alvmys

had monoy in the bank. Until I start ed a farm it had boen my

ambi tion to send money to Jalian; now :i.t was all invested in

farm improvements.

"Lator my son came from Jaljan and I taLlgh t him to

run the dairy. He IGarn8d the \,york quickly and is noVI in

full charge of it. I am getting olel and do not like lard

vwrk, so I have started a small'. farm of a fey! acres and can

'take it e2sy' as I ~lease.
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ffDuring the tVJenty-seven ;years of [ny life here in

the va lley it hils undergone great ohanges. Vvhen I came,

trains ran to Seattle only once a day and now they go every

half hour; than the greater part of the valley was waste land,

unproclucti ve marshes and vroocls, ancl now it it3 all good farms;

then ninety per cent of the Ja.panasa worked on the railroad,

and now .vracti cally all of them aro farmers • Whereas the

Japanese men wero then all unmarried, now a majority of them

have fanulies. The Irish ~~d GerD~n settlers who settled the

valley have been clisplaced by Italians and Svriss. Things

have changed Greatly, and. all for the better except in one

way.

"That one exception is the Anti-Ja}!snese Land Act,

a really bad lIJ..w, inlmman, morc iless and unjust. I think the

Americans have made a great mistake in enacting this law; it

has shaken the hai)piness of on.r homes to their foundations.

As the lease of my IJsstu:ce expi res next year and. the l8o\:'[ pro­

hibits renewing it, we shall have to leave the farm next

Sll ring. We can l'eturn tlw lJSstUl"S to it s owner, but what

shall .....ye do VIi th our cows and machines? It j.s known that vie

cannot take them with us, so we oannot soll them for more

than half their value. Floreovl1r, my son and I are bOl'n farm­

ers; we can never be happy at any other work.

til don't know hoVl to earn a living after next year.

An ole!. man is not wanted for 1'ailroa(l or sawmill work, and

ci ty life is too strenuous for me. It is impossible to re-
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turn to Japan, beoause I sold all my property there when I

brought my family to America. I oannot start there again a

strenuous life of hard work aftar so mallJ! easy~ years ho 1'8,

so I worry day and night as to where I can find seourity in

'JY oHl aee. Thi 8 lavv has del)rived me and my family of my

natural right to find ha1J~,iness by honest work. I Wish the

AmJl~ican pe ople who are prompt to corr-eot mistakos would im-

,ilGcliately ohange thej.r me roiless land law.

C.'i.SE- :.JJ:CRY II. H. S., A BERRY GROWER In THOliL\.S

II I was born in

a oountry town in Yamaguchi. When I was attending high

school I saw one day in a book store a volume entitled, "Op-

lJortunity in Amerioa. 1f I bought it, read it through in one

night, and reread it ahain the next morning. I deoided to

go to America, got my passport Vii thin a month, left school,

and came to the new country to become famous. First of all

I desi1'ed to possess a good command of English, So I entered

a grammar 8chool in Seattle, receiving from a 1.'11'8. Brown some

money, room and board in return for my work. One day one of

my countr;}imen came from \'fhi te Ri V01' valley ancljeered at me

for being a schoolbo:~,' when I could be making good money on a

farm. At this time I was discouraged with my study of gng-

lish, so I gave up school to go with him.

!fi;lY first job was hoeing a i:'otato farm. It vms

easy work for which I received one dollar for ton hours, a

good income for a schoolboy at that time. In winter we con-
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tracted to clear lanel, the most interesting part of the Vlork

being the dynamiting of big stumps. The next year I became

milkman for an Irishman for whom I vlOrked two years. I then

became convinced that I could get rich by raising wheat, 80

I quit milking and started my farm which was a complete fail-

·ure. The two reasons for this wore, first, that climatic

conditions on the coast are such that the vlheat was s.oft and

poor, and brought a low price; second.ly, that land. rent was

hiBh. My income was smaller than my expenses, so I gave up

wheat farming, never to tl'Y i t again.
''I

"At this time the Kent MIlk COffilJany vvas recruiting

, Jaganese employes for the factory and I became one of their

Vlorlcers. Soon .there was trouble wi th the whi te mill handS

who co~plain8d because Japanese had taken the positions of

white men. I disliked working under such conditions, so I

left the mill to do land cloaring, this time' wi th an undor-

standing that I shoulcl use the land three years free from

ront. During the succeeding thre8 years I raised potatoes,

carrots, cabbages, and berries with good success. I came to

like truck gardening and de cided to ma}~e it m;yr life worlc, so

I sent to Japan for my family. They came the next spring

and we were happy to be again united.

"A few years later we again hacl difficulties with

white men, this time in relation to schools. In 1910 some

of the Americans endeavored to exclude Japanese children :from

the public schools bec8Qse the Japanese paid no taxes. We

(
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expressed our willingness to pay our share, and it was settled

that we should pay one hundred dollars annually in lieu of

taxes. Since that timo our relations with American neighbors

have all been friendly •

• IT I am extremely sorry that the state enacted the

cruel Anti-Japanese Land Act of 1921, because it has, ivi thout

regard to justice, deprived the Japanese of their homes and

farms. L~ lease expires after two years and what call I do

then to support my family? It robs us of our security and

all our hopes for the future, as well as depriving American

owners of the right to use their land as they think best.

How I wish that law were to be withdrawn immediatelyl"

CASE-STORY III. U.M., APOULTRTILllT IN AUBURN

II Twenty- fi va

years ago I was graduated from an agricultural college in

Kumamoto, where I became an assistant instructoJ:'. ~lhe fol­

lowing yoar my brother came back from Arne rica and ad vised me

to go 'there, assuring me that I would have better opportuni­

ties for both farrrd.ng and studying. I took his advice and

came to America by the next steamer.

"Upon my arrivel I detormined to become an oXl){Jrt

IJoul tryman, going almost immediately from Seattle to Auburn

to work in the ~oultry yard of a Mr. Crane. He proposed to

pay me ;ji45.00 a month, but as I had had no experience in the t
work, I asked to leave the question of wages unsettled and \

for permission to carryon experL18nts of my own. I worked
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two months at hatching, and my success was such that I 1'0­

coived :J~100.00for my ·labor. IJy experience convinced me

that an incubator would bring better ~cesults, so I suggested

that Mr. Crane buy one. With this, I hatched 800 chicks in

three weeks, 'so four more incubators VIere purchased, tvro nEnv

chickenhou.ses were bui1t, and two assistants hi red. Well do

I remember the headline in the Auburn papei> proclaiming our

successl The next year Mr. Cr'ane installed twe1 ve additional

incubators Vii th a capacity for 1000 eggs each, and as a re'­

suIt made a net profit of $4200.00 in four months. One day

he brought me a check for $420.00, ~£ich I refused because I

had no confidence in checks, ancl more particularly because I

felt I was not entitled to so much money. When I attempted

to return it, Mr. Crane reassured me thus: 1 Your services

have brought me ~!l420 O. 00 net profi t in the last four months.

You deserve a share of it, so I have made out a check for 10%

of the profit. '

"About ten years ago :Mr. Crane awl his family moved

to Green Lake and left me in full charge of the pOUltry busi­

ness in Auburn. He constantly advisod me to marry .an Ameri­

can girl, but I disliked the idea because American girls are

so proud I feared Vie would not get along well. Tiring of

1,11'. Crane I s repeated suggestions, I sent to Japan for my vrife,

and that ended the matter.

"Some time 1atel' Mrs. Crane came to inspe ct our

paultrjThouses and said they were not we 11 cared for. I became



46

angry and quit my job in spite of Mr. CTane's protests. He

hired American workers but the result was so unsatisfactory

that' he proposed selling the business to me for $1000.00. I

hesi tated, but finally bought it and made $2000.00 net profit

within six months.

11 In the same year my countrymen made me president

of the Auburn Japanese Association and since then I have had

to give the great9 l' part of my time to public affairs. uy

chickens wore left to my vlife' s care, but she v.18.s a poor care-

taker and my business hos been a failure. The lot on Yrhich
",my chickenhouses stand was sold last year and I was forced

to move. I desired to start a farm but the new land act of

1921 prevents me leasing land. I have become a more farm.

hand, working for an American farmer in order to feed my

family.

"Under these circumstances, I have been constantly

troubled by the insecurity of our future, anu have gradually

turned toward roligion. Last svring I decided to give my

life to the service of my fellow men by becoming a soldior in

the Salvs.tion Army. How I entrust eVJr~Tthing to Gael and work

for others undor His heavenly gui dance. I fJra;r that God

loves both Americans and Japanese. 1f

CASE-STORY IV. A COl,iMUlrIS 1,rIC GARDEH (THIS IS A Di~SCH12TIOH
OF THE GARDEN BY THE AUTHOR. IT IS NOT A TESTIMONY)

About five miles south of Kent on the west road

leading to Auburn stand four neatly painted houses. The first

~
I
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is a large modern bungalow with a big porch, briok steps and

a Sl)D..cious lawn dotted vd th flowers. The second house is a

simple, one-story house surrounded by looses, d.ahlias, carna-

tions and asters. The third house is similar to the second,

while the fourth is a typical l)ioneer farmhouse with a simple

porch, large living room, and kitohen in tho rear. A well

cuItivateo. garden extending over fOTty aCl'es sUl'rounds these

houses.

This is the \1hi te River Garden. The people living

in these four houses came from the same distriot in Japan,
''I

Azumi, in Nagano pJ:efecture. ~'he farmers had had two or

three years of high school education in Ja~an When they came

to America some twenty years ago for the purpose of improving

their economic positions. There had been an adventurous man

in Azumi vlho ha(l come to America, made a fortune in fi va

years, and returned home again. He had ad VOl rtised America's

wealth and opportunities, and undor his influence, these

four high school boys made their decision to cross the ocean.

At first they had worked in Seattle at odd jobs in

hot'lls, restaurants, stores and families. Five or six years

passed arid they beg-an to long for homes of their ovm and

batter work. They started a vegetable garden just outside

Soattle at Pontiac, and the following year got their wives

from Japan. It was their desire to make a permanent home in

America and accordingly they planned a communistic farm based

on Christian principles. Pontiac was unsuited to their plan,
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so they looked elsev~lere until they found their present 10c8-

tion in the White Rivar valley. Their farm was at this time

a marsh inhabited only by wild ducks but they arranged to

use forty acres of the land, hoping thst it would be owned

in the future by. their American- born children. ·.Ii th this am-

bition they set about their labor of clearing the land of

stumFs, drainihgthe marsh, building houses and turning the

wilderness into a beautiful garden. They worked hard, used

tile best fertilizers, IJrovided all nec'.3ssary modern machin-

ery; in short, did everythinG in their ~o~er to improve the
'..

land. Before their arrival the land was 2ractically without

value; now it is worth over ~50,OOO. The following pictures

show the transformation:

T:Tf.dcal Cor: i tion beto 1'8 Comins of the Ja.:'anese
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I

Conditions aftar Coming of the Ja~8nese-­

Ty ioal Farm Residence

Conditions after Coming of the Jaj;Janese-­
Ty~ioal Garden So ne
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Another striking characteristic of this farm is its-...,

Christian co~nunism. Although four different families live

thore, they plant, crop, buy and sell together. Machinery,

tools, barns, horses and all equipment are owned and used in

common. Cooperation is not a theory with them; it is a daily

practi cs.

This occupational cooperation finds its source in

their spiritual cooperation. Living as they do among Bud­

dhists and non-religious people, their Christian faith, ac-

qUired in Japan under the influence of a non-denominational
...

evangelist binds them together closely. In spite of the ov-

erwhelming materialism of modern American civilization, they

maintain their simple Christian fai th in its puritanic form.

They do not work on Sunday even in the busiest seasons, s,·nd

never fail to meet for the purpose of worshiping God. They

have no minister, so each of them speaks in turn of his

thoughts and experienoes. Their simple servioe is opened

and closed with hymns and prayor, and when I attended I felt

as if I were sitting with the Puritans of the colonial peri-

ode Due to the kind efforts of an American minister, they

now meet with Arne rican people in the sohoolhouse for Sunday

school, the children from the two raoas being nearly equal

in number.

The peacefUl life of this group was suddenly broken

in 1922 by aotions instituted by the prosecuting attorney on

the grounds that the Vlliite River Garden was controlled by
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alien Japanese in violation of the Alien I;and Act of 1921.

It was decreed on February 27, 1924, that tho garden should

escheat to the state. The oase ,was appealed to the Supreme

Court but a dec ision has not yet been handed clown.

The details of this case are given with others in .

the chapter on the Alien Land ..I\.ct. ~Phe great misfortune

which has fallen upon the peo:p1e of this 1ittle communi ty

has only served to strengthen their friendship and religion.

They continue their humble life in hard work and quiet prayer

in spite of the uncertainty of their position. What will be
,,\

the decision of the Supreme Court in their case, and what ef-

feet it will have on their lives, is of extreme interest to

me.

B. THJ~ l?nl~VIOUS COnDIT JOlTS O:P THE· JAl'AlTESE l?ARMS

Of the 230 farms covering 8162 acres in the Whi te

Rivor valley, 116 farms, comprising 436l.acres, have been

opened by white men both before and after the coming of the

Japanese. The Japanese themselves have developed 116 fanns

amounting to 3801 aores; that is to say, half the farms in

the valley which were under Japanese control in 1923 were

olJonod by Japanese, and the other half had been 0lJened by

V:7hi to men or Chinese, and im.Qroved by Japanese. The JaIJ!lnese
1

had begun to live in. tho va lley thirty years ago, but the

greater numher of farms Vlere taken up several years later.

The actual distribution of farms opened by the two races is

shown below and in J.lap No.5, Volume II.
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TilliLE XVI. COIillITIOHS OF LAND IN YJEITJfl RIVIflR VALLI~Y I'RIOR
TO ENTRAnCE OF JAP1JJESE FARJ,/[ERS

A. Absolute Numbers

fro tal

Acreage
Cu1ti- Unculti­
vated vated

No. of IParrns
CuI ti- Unculti-
vated vated TotalDistri ct

Ori11ia-
Kent 45 42 87 2804 2146 4950

1511

1701

8162

788

867

3801

723

834

4361

74

69

230

38

35

115

Thomas-
Christopher 36

Auburn 34----,-------------.....;...;...-----_-:.:...;..;;....;;;;,....
Total 115

B~ Percentage for the Same

Oril1ia­
Kent 51.7 48.3 100 56.7 100

Thomas­
Christopher 48.6

Auburn

Total

49.0

50.0

51.2

51.0

50.0

100

100

100

47.8·

.49.0

53.4

52.2

51.0

46.6

100

100

100

,
C. TYPES OF JUAUESE FARl:IS IN WHITE RIV1!iR V.ALLEY

There are three types of Japanese fanns in the Va1-

1eYt vegetab10 gardens, fl'uit gardens, a.nd dairies. Their

relat iva extent is shown in the fol1ovJ"ing table:
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T~~BLE XVII. DIFF1~EEUT TYPES OF JAr..Aln~SE :lPAR!,IS IN WHITE RIVER
.Vl~1EY

Types Farm Area Avg.size no.of .L per
Ho. % Acres d of farm family family/0

Vegetable 67 29.0 1103.5 13.8 16.5 70 14.3
Fruits 92 40.0 818.5 10.0 8.9 103 7.3
Dairy 71 31.0 6240.0 76.2 87.9 72 86.7

Total 230 100.0 8162.0 100.0 35.5 245 33.3

The above table show's that dairies oooupy the lar­

gest area, 6,240 acres, or 76.2% of the total area of 8162

aeTes. Vegetable farms are only one fifth as extensive, and

fruit farms one eighth. From the s~andpoint of numbers, how­

ever, dui ries are only 31%, vegetable farms 29% and fruit

farms 92%, which is 40% of the total number. This means that

the fruit farm is smallest in area, but greatest in numbtJr,

and the vegetable garden smallest in numper, but of medium

area. ~Llhis explains why the avorage size of the dairy is

largest, of the fruit farm smallest, and why the vegetable

garden comes between.

Since the average Japanese farmer does all of his

farm \-'lork with the occasional assistance of men:1bers of his

family, it may be said that the average fruit farm consists

of seven acres, the average vegetable farm of fourteen acres,

and the average dairy of eighty-seven acres. In other words

a fruit farm requires the most in!iensive care, a vegetable

garden only moderate care, and a dairy the least of the

three. This is ey,pressed in figures below:
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TABLE XVIII. DEGREE OF IlTTENSIVE CULT IVATIOlf OF DIFFFJRENT
TYPES OF FARMInG

Ratio of intensive ou1tiva­
tion

Exact figure Si~21ified

1174
606
100

1/73
1/143
1/867

7.3
14.3
86.7

Acres per
Family

Fruit
Vegetable
Dairy

Thus, the intensity of cultivation of fruits is

t1,vice that of vegetables and nearly twelve times as grent as

that requi red of dairying.

C. TENURE OF JAP,,\NESE FARMS nT THE1' WHIT E RIVBR VALLEY

In June, 1924, of the 230 JUl)aneSe farms (8162

acres) in the White River valley, on1~l sixteen, wi th an area

of 21st acres, were owned by American-born Japanese. Thus,

only 2.6 per cent of the total area is owned outright, the

remainder of the farms being held under short leases. The

Alien Land Act of 1921 prohibits Japanese from leasing land

in the future, so the expiration of present 1e:ases will auto-

matically end Japanese farming. Now let us see what are the

lease conditions and how Japanese land holding is declining

every year.·

The leases for forty-eight farms amounting to 274~

acres e:>q:>ired at the end of 1923; the le!ases for 443l-~ acres

will expire by the end of 1927; and the leases for 1269~~ acres

vfill entl in 1931. After this date there will be left in the

~
:.
,~ ~-

i

handS of Japanese farmers in the Vihi te River valley only the

2lw acres oVlned by their children. The details appear belmY:...



55

~L'ABLE XIX. TEJ:-TURE OF IJLN"D BY JAPANESE 1!'ARI\ilERS HI VrtIITE RIVER
, VALLEY

Classification Farm Area
lIo. % lTo. %

Owned 16 7.0 215t 2.6
Lease expired by

end of 1923 48 20.8 2245t 27.6
E:x;pired end of 1924 . 10 42. 298 3.6 )
EJ>.'}Jires n If 1925 37 16.0 975 11.9 ) 54.2

n " 1f 1926 57 24.6 2006 24.5 )
n " " 1927 38 16.5 1152t 14.2
n rt Tf 1928 9 3.5 240 2.9 )

" " " 1929 4 3.9 161-~- 2.0 ) 15.6
" ff ff 1930 2 0.9 32 0.4 )
n n n 1931 6 2.6 836 10.3

Total 230 100.0 8162 100.0
""

Of these 215t acres, forty acres have already es-

cheated to the state so that the land actually owned by Japa­

nese is only 17st acres in the valley. After six years these

Japanese holdings will amount to nothing in the eyes of the

state. Map No.3 in Volume II gives a clear statement of

this situation.

D. CONDIT IONS OF THE JAPANESE FARMS WHOSE LEASES HAVEl AL-
READY EXPIRED #

During the two and one half years since the Alien

Land Act became effective, June 1921 to December 1923, the

leases of fifty-one farms in the valles' have expired. Their

total area is 2,245t acres of which 74.3 per cent have a1-

ready been taken ove'r by white men, for the most part Swiss

and Italian ir1'lmigrants. The greator part of these farms are

the pastures and dairies. About 460 acres (20.4%) have been



56

occupied by Japanese ,not as tenants, but as farm hands work­

ing for wages. These farms are fruit and vegetable gardens.

This means that 116 aores (5. 3%) stand unoccupi ed by either

Japanese or white men, and are utterly wasted. From the

standpoint of number, twenty-three farms each have been taken

over by Japanese and white men, while five lie idle. See the

fo11oVling table:

TABLE XX. COr:TDITI01IS OF JAPAUESE PARiES WHOSE LE~\SES EX1? IRED
DURIUG 1921 AND 1923

Cla.ssification Farm Area
No. % Acres ,4

70

Taken by white 23 45.0 1669 74.3
Tilled by Japanese

farm hands 23 45.0 4601-- 20.42
Wasted 5 10.0 116 5.3

Tot:.al 51 100.0 2245.:h 100.02

From the above table the following points suggest

themselves:

1. Pastures which cover large areas but which do

not require intensive cultivation, have been taken by white

men.

2. Vegetable and fruit gardens which are small in

gardens, are in disuse.

For details see Map No.4, in Volume II.
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Taking up the cases of the fifty-one farmers who

lost their farms ~uring the three years 1921-1923 t these are

the conditions which present themselves:

TABLE XXI. CONDITIONS OF FAR1ffiRS AFTER THE LEASE OF THEIR
FARMS EXPIRED (1921-l923)

Conditions No. %
stay on the same farm 23 45.0
Removed to other part of the valley

and work on farm 19. 37.4
Casual labor on farm 3 5.9
Return to Japan 3 5.9
Work in sawmill 2 3.9

;./ Vlork in city 1 1.9-
Total ....51 100.00

That is, 45 per cent of the farmers stayed on the

same farm, 37.4 per cent moved to some other farm in the val-

ley, and 5.9 per cent remained in the valley shifting from

farm to farm as casual laborers. Thus it is shown that 88.3

per cent stayed in the valley doing farming in one way or an­

other, while of the remaining 11.7 per cent t 5.9 per cent re­

turned to Japan, 3.9 per cent went to sawmill camps, and 1.9

per cent went to the city. Extending the investigation of

these ~ farmers over a period of five years from 1921 to
1\

1925, their conditions a~pear to be as follows:
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TABLE XXII. COlIDITIONS OF JAPANESE FARMERS AFTER THE LEASE
OF THEIR FAIllaS"WAS LOST DURING FIVE ,YEARS (1921-1925)

Conditions lTo. %

107

39.1
26.2
12.1
12.1

2.8
2.8
1.9
1.0
1.0
1.0

100.0

42
28
13
13

3
3
2
1
1
1-

stay on the same farm
Removed to another farm in the same valley
Casual labor on farm
Returned to Japan
F~ther removed to sawmill, family returned

to Japan
Removed to city
Removed to other states
Work in sawmill
Father removed to city, family stay on farm
Father died, family returned to Japan

Total

~

That'is, 39.1 per cent of the farmers stayed on

the same farm, 26.2 per cent moved to another part of the

valley, and 12.1 remained as casual laborers, ,all maintaining

themselves by farming, a total of 77.4 per cent of those who

lost their farms between 1921 and. 1925. As for the others,

12.1 per cent returned to Japan with their families; 2.8 per

cent sent their families to JalJan, the fathers remaining to

work in sawmills; and the remaining 7.7 per cent went into

cities, ca~)s, or to another state. In round numbers it may

be said that three foilrths of the Japanese farmers who lost

their farms still maintain themselves by farming; that fif-

teen per cent returned. to Japan; and the remaining ten per

cent left for cities, camps, or athar states.



59

E. RELATIons YI ITH WHITE MEn

As most of the Japanese farmers in the valley live

r.nany yea.rs in the same location, they bec ome well acquainted

With their white neighbors, and in spite of tho differences

in language, habits, and customs, there is no conflict.

It is true that there are no intimate social con­

tacts such as dances and private dinner I)arties, but the

germ of social life is gradually growing. For example, in

Thomas, the schoolhouse is used every week for Sunday school,

the young and old of both races coming together for common

religious exercises. The Reverend n. G. Murphy of Seattle,

who goes to the valley once a month, is the greatest promoter

of friendly relations between the two races.

Another example of race harmony was recently dem­

onstrated in Auburn. Some of the Japanese in the town have

buil t a big Buddhist temple. Contrary to their expectations,

they received from the Americans in the town a contribution

of over one thousand dollars in place of the anticipated ob­

jections. At the consecration of the temple, the mayor of

the city and many of the citizens were present to extend

congratUlations.

As for economic contacts, after land leasing, the

most important one is the daily dealing with tho grocers.

Sinc e the older Japanese live on Japanese food and the young­

er generation pr'eier Arnorican food, it is necessary to Serve

both kinds in every home. Formerly Japanese products could
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be purchased only in Japanese stores in Seattle, but gradu­

ally local stores procured Japanese goods from wholesalers

in Seattle or Japan. Thus grocers in regions peopled. by

Japanese farmers have found many good customers among them.

Lo cal banks also have extensive dea lings wi th the

Japanese, since several hundred thousand dollars paSS thru

the hands of these farmers each year. The greater part of

this money is banked locally.

A most important financial tie between the two

races is the cooperation necessary to sell through the berry

'"growers' associations which open their membership to both

races on an equal basis. The officers are, in most instan-

ces, Japanese, and any kind of conflict is unknown.

Thus as time goes on and the younger generation of

Japanese grow up in the sarno environment as' the Americans,

social and economic differences tend to adjust themselves

and become fewer each year.

\
.""

J

\,

~
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CHAPTER VIII.. THE ALIEIT LAirD ACT AND ITS CASES

From the beginning it was the polioy of the state

of Washington not to allow aliens to Oivn land.. When it was

admitted to the Union as a state in 1889, its constitution

contained a definite statement to this effect in Article II,

Section 33, as follows:

."
CONSTITUTImr OF TIill STATE OF VL~SllINGTON

Article II

Section 33.--The ownership of lands by aliens,

other than those who in good faith have declared their inten­

tion to become oitizens of the United States, is prolrlbited

in this state except where acquired by inheri tanGo, under

mortgage, or in good faith in tl~ ordinary course of justice

in the collection of debts; and all conveyances of lands

hereadter made to any alien direotlY, or in trust for such

alien, shall be void; provided, that the :provisions of this

scction shall not apply to lande oontaining valuable del:1Qsi t

of minerals, metals, iroll, ooal, or fine olay, and tho noc-

essary land fOT mills and machinery to be used in th3 devel-

opment th'3reof ancl the manufaotul~O of the prod ncts the refrom.

Every corporation, the majori ty of the oap1 tal stock of whioh

is owned by aliens, shall be consid3red as an alien f.o r the
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Purl)ose of this prohibi tion.

Thus, 81though Japanese could, not 071n land in the

state, -they could lease it for any 1 egi timate l)urpo se and

the majority of Japanese tenants had leases extending from

five to ten years.

After the World War an anti-Japanese movement

sprang up in many parts of the state. This in ok conc:cete

form when Philip Tyndal and Robert Green notified the gover-

nor on November 11, 1920 of their intention to introduce an

ini tiati ve bill forbidding aliens to lease lanel. This could
""

not be in troduced into the legislature because it failed to

get the required number of signatures, thut is, of one tenth

of the total numbor of voters. Howevar, on January 27, 1921,

J. T. Jones and Adam BeeLJr introduced an anti-Japanese land

bill in the legislature vlhich passed the Hou.se on ]1ebruary

25 by 71 votes versus 19. It passed the Senate on March 2,

was signed by the governor Maroh 8, and became effective

June 9, 1921. The Act is given in .~pendix III.

The points mado in the act, in brief, are:

1. An alien who has not in good faith declared his

intention of becoming a. citizen of the United States cannot

either own or lease land.

2. No lJersOn shall hold land or title to land. for

an alien.

3. Land held or owned in violation of the act will

be forfeited to the state.
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The phrasing is carefully chosen so that the act

appears fair and impartial, but it is unque stionably aimed

at the Japanese. Instead of saying tf Japanese shall not 0 i-

ther own or lease land" it states that Han alien who has not

in good faith declared his intention of becoming a citizen of

the United states shall not either own land or take or hold

i,
title thereto ll • J 'Taking into consideration the

Ja.fJanese Cal1It,lt(be naturalized, this rigorous

fact that

act seems to

be designed to keep the Japanese from farming tho land. The

uncortainty 0 f their future l)rOffipted some to seek athol' oc-

cupations, but the majority know no 'other occupation by which

th8Y could support their families and prOVide for their corn-

ing old age.

During the period of three months between March 2

and Juno 9, the dates of the enactment and enforcement of the

act;, most of the Japanese farmers arrangecl wi th the land ovm~

ers to continue their farming. ~:hi s was arranged in the fol-

lowing three ways:

1. Purchase of land for an Americal1- born child.

2. Labor contract.

3. Renewal of lease.
~"..

Since now a Japanese cannot oi ther arm or 1 ease

land, those farmJrs vlho have hatl enough monoy purchased farms

.;lnd chose guardians for their American-born chi Idren. The

farmers themse 1VJS b acame emplo;y-es of tho Amorican guardia.nt3.

Those \'1ho did not have sufficiont money to purchase farms
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became farm hands for the land owner. There was a third
•

group who compromised by renewing their leases for another

five or six years.

As a result, in spite of th r3 lapse of a year and a

half since the Alien Land Act went into effect in 192$, too re

remained in the state over 10,000 acres of Japanese farms.

Phi s si tuationwas so d.is tastefv_1 to anti- a"apane se factions

that on January 26,1923, there was int ro(luced in tho House

through Mr. Beele r an amendment to the Alien Larld Act which

passed the House on February 16, tho Senate on February 28,

and Vias approved by the governor March 10, 1923.

The purpose of the amendment is twofold.

1. To prevent American land owners from helping

Japanese farmers to maintain their farms.·

2. To prevent the purchase of land for Amarican-

born minors of Japanese descent.

'.rhe amendment is given in full in Appendix IV.

lTot even such drastic meusures as these call kill a

man's desire to live, to pursue happiness, and to feed hi s

family with the fruits of his labor. American land owners

prefer to rent their l~nd to Japanese because they pay high

r:Jnt and take good caro of the prOIJe rty, while Japanose de­

sire to stay on the land because farming is their natural

calling. In spite o·f the merciless exactions of the law,

many JB.j}anese stayed on faITJ1S as before. This was contrary

to the expectations of the anti-Japanese faction, so the

-
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state's attorneys began rigorous prosecution of Japanese

farmers. Eressing financial necessity caused some of the

land owners and Japanese to appeal to courts sitting in eq-

uity for injunctions restraining these prosecutions on the

ground that the law under Vhlich they were being instituted

vvas unconsti tutional and in conflict with the American-

Japanese treaty. Consequently, -many cases relating to Japa-

nese have appeared s incethe enactment of the Alien Land Law,·

but I shall only deal with those Jqpanese fal'1ffi cases vfhich

came up befon) June, 1924. They are as follows:

A. CASES OCCURRING BETWEEN THJ£ EUACTi"iEtfT AIm THE }~lrI!lORCElrEl~T

OF THB ALIEU LAUD LAW (MARCR 8, 1921-JUUE 9, 1921)

1. Terrace Nakatsuka case

II. 01(ubo-Arai case

III. Katsuno case

IV. Kusumi-Hayashi

V. M:iyagowa case

VI. Kurita case

VII. Kosai case

case

B. CASES 0 CCURRING AFTEH THE IJAW WEUT INTO }~:!JlFECT (JUU.El: 9,
1921)

VIII. Miyoshi case

IX. Motomatsu case

I. TERRACE-lTAKATSUKL CASE

This action was brought by Terrace

ancl ITakstsuka against the state of Washington.. It was talcen
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to the District Court of the United states, Equity Division,

on June 14, 1921 and the first hearing was had June 24.

The main points in the complaint are as fol1oVls:

1. Terrace wished to lease his land to N. Nakatsuka

for a period of five years for agricultural purposes, but

was prohibi ted by the Alien IJand Act which punishes severely

and causes lanel to escheat to the state. The following quo-

tation is from Paragraphs 3 and 4 of the complaint:

"The plaintiff Terrace desires to lease the said

real estate to the plaintiff Ir. Hakatsuka for the period of

'"five years, 2nd the plaintiff N. Nakatsuka desires to accept

such lease, and but for the Act of the state of Washington

hereinafter specifically mentioned, the plaintiffs would exe­

cute a lease of said real est~te•••••••••.• The defendant Lind-
(HDIl f>~.v

say L. Thomson, as the attorney-genoral of the state of Wash-

ington, has threatened to, and will enforce said Act in each

and all of its items, and the whole thereof, and particularly

against those :plaintiffs in the event that they enter into a

lease of said real estate for the purpose and tarms aforesaid,

will fOl~feit such I easehold interest to the state of Washing-

ton, and will prosecute these plaintiffs criminally for an

alleged violation of said act above mentioned, and the said

act is in its terms so drastic, and the penalties attached to

a violation of the terms thereof are so great, that neither

of these plaintiffs may make or execute such lease, even for

the l)urpose of test wg the consti tutionali ty and. valid:L ty of

said act of the le, gislature above mentioned. If
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2. The Act is void because:

A. It is in conflict wi th Article I of the Ameri-

can-Japanese treaty which guarantees to the peo~le of Japan

the right of leasing land for the purpose of residence, com-

merce, manufacture, and everything incident to or necessary

for them. Haro is a quotation from paragraph 3 of the Com­

plaint:

"That the said act of the legi slature of the state

of Washington above mertioned is in violation of and contrary

to the existing treaty between the United States of America

'"and the Empire of Japan, and l)articularly Article I thereof,

in that it prohibits subjects of the Emperor of Jalmn from

leaSing land for residential and cOITmorcial purposes, and

from doing everything incident to or necessary for trade upon

tho same terms as native citizens of the United states of

America. tl

nNe Nakatsul~a, in addition to being a caJ:!able farm-

er, is engaged in the business of trading, wholesale and re­

tail in farm produ.cts, and shipping tho Same in intra-state,

interstate and foreign commerce, and instead of purchasing

such farm products, he has produced, and desires to continue

t a produce, his own farm products for the purpo se of selling

them in the said wholesale and retail trade, and if he is

prevented from leasing land for the purpose 0 f producing such

farm products for such trade he will be prevented from engag­

ing in trade and the incidents to trade as he is authorized
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to do under the treaty herein mentioned.n(l)

B. It is in conflict with the Fourteenth Amendment

to the United states Constitution in tlmt it deprives these

plaintiffs of their prollerty without due process of law and

denies them equal protection under the law. The following

is an exact quotation from raragraph V of the Complaint:

n ••••••••unless this court shall det ermine the va-

1idity of said act in this prooeeding, said plaintif'fs will

be comp e1leid to submit to said aot•••••••• , and theTeby be

deprived of' their property Without due process of law and
."\

denied the equal protection of the law in contravention of

the Fourteenth Amendment t·o the Constitution of the Uni ted

states."( 2)

c. It is in conflict With Artiole II, Section 33

of the Constitution of the state of Washington, in that it

denies aliens the right to lease land. Here is a quotation

from Paragraph VI of the Complaint:

"That said act of the legislature of the state of

Washington above mentioned is in violation of and contrary to

Section 33 of Article II of the Constitution of the state of

Washington; and protection of the provisions of said section

a.re hereby expressly invoked by the plaintiffs and eaoh of'

tl
n ( 3)

lem.

1. Q.uotation from Complaint III, PP. 16-17, Docwnental History
. of Law Cases Affecting Japanese in the United States,

Vol. II, b~T Gonsulate General of Japan, San Francisc o.
2. Ibid, p. 17.
3., Ibid, p. 17.
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3. For the se reasons the plaintiffs asked. th e 'court

to enjoin any prosecution under the Alien Land Act until the

case at issue VIas decided.

The court handed clown its decision on August 25,

1921, denying the plaintiffs the injunction on the folloVling

grounds:

1. The act is not in contravention of the American-

Japanese treaty, because n In the treaty as signed the rights

of the citizens and sUbj €lets of the contracting partie s with

reference to real proIJerty wei'e spec ifically dealt wi th (i\.rt.
~

I) in the.stipulation that they should have liberty 'to own

or lease and occupy house, manufactories, warehouses and

shops' and 'to lease land for residential and commercial pur-

poses. ' It thus appears that the reciprocal right to 1B ase

land \was oonfined 'to resi dentia1 and commercial purposes' ,

and that the phrases 'incidental' and 'other lawful purposes'

which Vlould have inoluded the leasing of agricultural lands,
, ( 1 )

w~re omitted.' .

2. ~rhe act is not in conflict with the Fourteenth

Amendment to the Constitution of the United States:

fl •••••••• The Fourteenth Amendment, the primary IJur-

pose of which was the enfranchisement of the slaves•••••. By

the amendment, members of the en:franchised race were made

1. A quotation :from the decision of the murt by Judge Cush­
man, page 21, Documental History of Law CaseS Affecting
Japanese in U.S., Vol. II,bS Consulate General of Japan,
San Prancisco,
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citizens of the nation and state of their residence, a privi­

lege at present denied to the subject of Japan.n(l)

In justifying racial discrimination, ihs decision

says, tiThe re is no restriction upon theauthori ty of Congress

to discriminate in the matter of eligibili ty of an alien to

become a citizen because of color. It is obvious that the

objection on the part of Congress is not due to color as

color, but only to color as an evidence of a type of civili­

zation which it characterizes. The yellow or brown racial

color is the hallmark of the Oriental despotisms, or was at
."t

the time the original naturalization law was enacted. It was

deemed that the subjects of those despotisms, with their

fixed and ingrained pride in the type of their civilization,

which works for its welfare by subordinating the individual

to the personal autho-r;i. ty of the sovereign, as the embodiment

of the state, were not fitted and suited to make for the suc­

cess of a republican form of goverrunent •••••.• It is this dis-

qualification put upon them 'by the Fedoral Government to

which the state objects and not their color, altho the Fed-

era! Government may have made their race color the irrefuta-

f d · I' f' t ' f ' t . s" - ,d 2)·ble evidence 0 lsqua 1 lca lon o:C Cl lzen IUp.

This is a bold statement which disregards facts and

principles of social and political theories.

1. Ibid, p. 25.
2. Ibid, p. 25.
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3. The act is not in violation of Section 33, Arti­

cle II. tiThe exceptions in the constitutional grovision con­

. stitute a grant to the alien ancL, of course, are not sUbject

~o legislative change or limitation, at least, by the state.

But it does not follow because the consti tution prohibi.ts

alien f ownership J of lands wi th certain eXCelJtions, that the

consti tution, not having defined \vhat shall conati tute owner-

ship, the legislature may not do so. The legislature is not

bound to leave the court,s to speculate upon that subject.

In fact, the act of the legislature but follows the common

law."(l} ~

Thus the interpretations by the court of the treaty,

the Fourteenth Amendment to the Constitution, and the atate

Consti tution, Section 33, Article II, were all against the

plaintiffs. Dissatisfied with the decision, they appealed

to the Supreme Court of the Unit ed States, where they met

the same fate' and the Alien J.JandAct was firmly approved by,

the Supreme Court, when it gave its final decision on ITovem­

bor 12, 1923, in favor of the defendant, State of Washington.

The decision was based on the grounds that "the question whe-

ther or not a state statute oonflicts With the constitution

of the state is settled by the deoision of its 11ighes t court.

The supreme court is without allthori ty to review' and revise

the construction affixed to a state statute as a state matter

1. Ibid, I). 27.
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by the court of last resort of the state. n Therefore II the

decree of the District Court is affirmed.n(l) For tho de-

tails of the complaint and the decision of the case, see pages

16-27 of tho Documental History of La\v Cases Affecting Ja1Ja­

nese in the Uni ted states, Volume II, by JalJaneSe Consulate

General, San Francisco.

II. 01.'11:BO CASE

lillnataro Okubo, a Japanese farmer, was buying a

pi ece of uncul ti vated land on installments from an American

citizen, Morford.

raising berries.

He cleared the land fa I' the purpo se 0 f."
When the Alien Land Act was passed, he then

gave title to his equity to an American-born Japanese by the

name of Kichio Arai, an adult, and leased the land from him

before the land law went into effect. The title to the land

would romain in Morford until the :pa;srments were completed.

On June 14, 1922, tho prosecuting attorney prosecllted Okubo

and Arai, leaVing MorfoTd out of tho C~1se, on the ground that

they were violating the Alien Land Act. Sime .Arai had been

born in America and was then over twenty-one years of age,

ho could legally own the land, but on being prosecuted, Okubo

and Arai notified the court that they desired to avoid troub-

19 and \'lere Willing to give up the land to Jlor:ford. The .pros-

8 cution was dropped.. Read AIJpendix V, ITo. 1, fo I' a full

1. Ibid, p. 109.
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statement of the complaint.

III. KATsUno CASE

s. Katsuno desirod to make Amorica his permanent

home, and prompted by parental love, he desired to buy land

for his American-born children in order to guarantee their

future. As the state constitution PI' ohioi ts an alien from

purchasing land, he acted according to tho adVice of his law-
.

yer and asl::ed an American citizen, M:r." Vlhi te, to buy a :p ie ce

of lan for him and to keep it until Katsuno' s child had

reached his majority. Mr. White diili so.

Later the White River Garden was organized with

2000 shares of stock at $10 per share, three of the shares

being ovmed by American ci tizens and the rest by Katsuno.

Just before tho Alien Land Law went into offect, S. Katsuno

gave his shares of stock to his daughter, Yeshiko,Katsuno, a

minor of ten years, Mrs. Horla Murphy bee aming he:r guardian.

S. Katsuno worl{Od on the farm as a hired manager, all the

stock was now possessed by American citizens, and all the

legal steps had. been taken before the Land Law went into ef-

feet, so thClr8 was nothing irregular in the transaction.

However, the Attorney-General considered that Katsuno had

been controlling the farm for his own benefit contrary to the

Alien Land Act, and he claimed the land. to be escheated.

Here is a quotat ion from Paragraph IV of the COIl1-

:plaint:
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"That the said defendants acquil'ed ti tIe to said

land in violation of the Oonstitution of the state of Washing­

ton, and are holding the same as here inafte r set out; ••••.••••

that under and pursuant to said constitution and statutes of

the state 0 f Wash.ington, s aid land is escheated to the :3 tate

of Washington. 1t ( 1)

Thedefondants considered this prosecution a viola-

tion of the state constitution, and ans\ivered in part as fo1-

10 VIS :

"These defenclants allege that Chapter 50 0 f the ses­

sion of the state of Washington for"'the year 1921 is in viola-

tion of Section 12 of Article I of the Constitution of the

state of Washington, in that it grants to citizens, classes

. of citizens and corporations other than municipal privileges

and immunities which upon the same terms do not equally be-

long to all citizens or corporations, and these defendants

specifically invoke the protection of said Section 12 of Ar­

ticle I of the Constitution of the State of washington. n (2)

The decision of the court, which was given on Feb-

runry 27, 1924, was against the Japanese and Judge Hall de­

clared the land to be oscheated to the state on the ground:

1. That "ThiS act (Alien Land Act of 1921) was an

am~lification of the constitutional provision prohibiting

1. S. F. Jap tmos13 Consulate-General: Lall! Cases Affecting
Japanese in U.S., Volume II, p. 790.

2. Ibid, pp. 790-791.
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aliens from owning lands '01' an interest the:cein. n ( 1)

2. That "He (Katsuno) had as exclusive possession

and as COffil)1ete contl'ol of it as if he had owned it in fee,

••••• Katsuno ran the place to suit himself, and, \vhile ·he

made perfunctory reports to said guardian, they were not in

wri ting. The Te was no vmy of che cking' him up ami said guar-

dian accepted his statements of receipts. and expenditures

wi thout question. She kneVl nothing about farming, and Kat­

suno had exclusi ve control of said land. If un
The defendants were not satisfied w~th the decision

and ~pealed to the supreme Court in~ediately, eilld although

a year and a half have elapsed,. that court }Iss not yet handed

down its decision.

For the details of the complaint, defense and de-

cis ion, read pages 789-794, Docum9ntal History of Land Cases

Affecting Japanese in the United states, Ve>lume II, by the

Japanese Consulate General, San Francisco.

IV. KUSUMI-HAYASHI CASE

1. Ibid, p~. 793.
2. Ibid, l!. 793.
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1924, against the defendants, aPPl'ov1ng the staterr18nt of the

state's. attorney. The decision, in part, reads:

lIThat the reasonable, fair cash value of said land

at all times herein referred to did not exceed the sum of

t~irty-five hundred ($3500.00) dollars and that all the trans-

actions hereinbefore referred to were made for the purpose

of evading the Constitution of the State of Washington••••••

"From the foregoing find ings of fact the court now

ma};:e s the following co nc lusions of law:

1. That all the right, title and interest of all the
."t

defendants in this action to the land hereinbefore descri bed

was held subject to Section 33, Article II, of the Constitu-

tion of the state of Washington, and Chapter 50 of the Ses­

sion Laws of 1921, and in violation thereof and that by vir­

tue of said constitution and the statutea of the state of

Washington, said land and the whole thereof and all rights,

ti tIe and interest 0 f each and all of the defendants thorein

should be forfeited and become the property of the state of

Washington•••••• "

The defenclants were not satisfied Vii th the decision,

and the oase has been taken to the supreme oourt of the state.

The higher court, howev3r, has not given its decision so far.

For the details of the complaint, a.nd the decision, see pages

901-909, Documental History of Land Cases Affecting Japanese

in the United states, by Japanese Consulate General, San

Francisoo.

,..:..•..•....'..•..

\
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V. MIY.t\GAWA CASE

In 1919 M. Miyagawa, an adult, A. Keene and Mil­

dred Keene organized the Rehan Investment Co. with capital

stock of $10,000 composed of one hundred shares.

owned ninety-eight shares and the Keenes n ac'a e e . n.

Ivl.Miyagawa

The com-

pany contracted to buy the Rehan Hotel by installments, and

later found it hard to meet them. Consequently they decided

in May, 1921, to trade the hotel for seventy acres on VaShon

Island. M. Miyagawa, knowing that he could not own land in

the state, gave :fifty shares of the Rehan Investment Compa­

""ny's stock to his daughter, Toki Miyagawa, an American-born

adult. For these fifty shares of stock, she received the

said land and the bUildings on it. At the Dame time M. IvIiya-

gawa received the cattl) and tools on the farm for his forty-

eight shareS. After these transactions had been completed,

Williams and Company held the estate in trust for Toki Miya-

gawa at her roquest, because she'll/islled to sell it as soon

as she could get a good price. For this reason she thought

it best not to own the estate in her Japanese name and en­

trusted it to an American conC''3rn. This was perfectly legal,

because Toki Miyagawa was born in America and had reached

her majority. There is no law which prohibits an Amorican

ci tizen from having land held in trust for him, but the state

prosecuted them on February 5, 1922, on the ground that their

transaction was a violation of the Alien Land Act of 1921.

The decision was given in June, 1923, in favor of the defen-

\.. ..'•.. '....

i:

\
I
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dants on the ground that all their transactions were per~ect-

deduces the following conclusion of law: That the defendan t

Toki Miyagawa is entitled to a decree herein adjudging tlillt

she is the owner of said real estate free and clear of any

right, title, lien or interest of any 0 f the parties to this

action therein or thor-eo ••••• And that the defendant Toki Ui-

yagawa, A. V. Williams and Company, ••••••••• are each entitled

to recover their costs and disbursements against the plain-

tiff, to be taxed herein. n

For details of the complaint, answer and the deci-

sion, see jJages 909-912, Documental History of Law Cases Af-

:fecting Japanese in the United states, by Japanese ConSUlate

Genera~, San Francisco.

VI. KURITA CASE

On October 27, 1909, Ryotan Kurita acquired title

to a piece of land from W. E. Conway. On May 1, 1915, Kurita

sold the title to the Mountain View Agricultural Company

which gave a note of $2500.00 to Kurita with the land as se­

curi ty. The company transferred title to the land to the

Western American Realty Company, with the mortgage to Kurita.

'It was again sold to the Enterprise Investment Company with

the same mortgage. This last company paid $250.00 to Kurita,

gave a note for the balance, anI offered the land for securi-
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ty.

sufficient grounds for prosecution. For details see Appen­

dix V, Ho. 2.

VII. KOSAI CASE

On December 4, 1919, K. Kosai made a contract with

Danuel Kleinberg to buy a pie ce of l~nd on installments. In

1921 he gave his interest in the land to his Amerioan-born

child, Frank Kosai. S. Osawa and Pierce Lonergan beoame

trustees for the child and Kuchi Kosai became an employe Ul1-

der their s~ervision.

The attorney for the state considered this a viola­

tion of the Alien Land Law of 1921 and prosecuted K. Kosai,

Frank Kosai,: S. Osawa and Pierce Lonergan. Judge DaVidson,

however, gave a decision for the de fondants, the grounds be-

ing, in brief, as follows:

1. Frank Kosai, being an Amorican citizen, can 1e-

gally accept a deed to land from anybody.

ffDefendant, Frank Kosai, to whom the lancl was deed­

ed, ViaS born in this country and was at the time the property

was deeded to him a zitizen of the United states.

"As to the legal phases of this case, the proposi-

tions of IaN advanced by the defendants I believe to be es-

(..•.'..'.',

:
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tablished by the authorities cited, that is to say, (1) 'An

alien may transfer a good tt tIe to real estate to any POI'S on

enti tled to hold it; ••••••.• ! (2) 'All persons born in the

Un.i ted state s are ci tl" zens tl·l':>-J.~nof.' ( fA) nit "ft'" b
'.::J Q v ..L.lle gl De lilg e-

nefioial an aooeptance is presumed. (4) 'And the faot that

the fa.th:Jl' seoured the transf~7r to his minor child for the

reason that he· could not hold title himself on account of

boing an alien, in itself is not fraudulent, the minor being

at the same time a oitizen.,,(l)

2. Kuchi Kosai and his Wife were mere employees

under the supervision of the trustees, and the land Vias owned

by Frank Kosai, not for the benefit of his parents, but for

his own.·

"The father and mother 0 f tho defendant, Frank Ko­

sai, acoording to the eVidenoe, have been employed by the

said trustees since the transfer was made to farm the 1an,1

involved and during said time have lived upon said land and

worked tho same under the supervision ancl directio~ of the

trustees and has accounted to the trustees for any produce he

muy have personally disposed of•....••.

"The state's contention being that Kuchi Kosai and

wife were farming the land as their own and receiving all

revenue therefrom and defendants contencling that they were

mere employees of the trustees and working for a fixed salary

.A quotation from the decision, pp. 786-7, Documental Histo­
1. . ry of Law cases, by Consulate-General of Japan, San Fran-

cisco.
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per month.

"I have considered this testimony with as much care

as possible and concluded that the authority given to and ex­

ercised by the father and mother were no rno re than is ordi-

narily given to the foreman of a ranch, and that the activi­

ties of said Kuchi Kosai are not inconsistent with such char­

acter of eInllloyment." (1)

The state's attorney, being dissatisfied with the

decision, 82pealed the case to the Supreme Oourt of the state

but the decision of the lower court was affirmed. The details
,'\

of the complaint, answer and decision are found on pages 784-

788 of "Documental History 0 f Land Oases Affect ing Japanese

in the United states" by the Japanese Oonsulate General, San

1!'rancisc o.

VIII. MIYOSHI OASE

In 1902 Sentaro Miyoshi bought a farm flU m ]Pred

Bock. In 1920 he gave it to his sou, Henry Miyoshi, a minor.

Ernest Keene was the child's guardian and Sentaro Miyoshi

leased the land from him on June 6, 1921.

The attorney for the state considered this a vio-

lation of the Alien. Land Act and proseouted them on November

17, 1923.

1. A quotation from the decision, p. '187, Ibid.
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17, 1923.

n '" °d "t 1111"" ,"•••••••• oal 0en aro klyOSill and Earu Miyoshi,

.his wife, attempted to acquire and. ho1(1 said lancl ln violation

of the Consti tution of the state of Washington••.••••• n

"That said clefendants, Sentar'o }\Uyoshi and his wife

do now own said land and hold title thereto and do have an

interest thGHoin and right to the control, possession, use,

enjoyment, rents, issues and profits the:::'eof, subject to and

contrary to the provisions of the Section 33, Article II, of

the Constitution of the state of Washington, and Chapter 50
'''i

of t4e Act of the Legislature of the state of Washington for

1921 ••••.•••• (therefore) •••• said land and the title thereto

•• (should be) •• escheated to the state ••••.• n(l)

IX. MOTOM:ATSU CASE

This case was an attempt on the})art of the state

to cut short a lease entered into before the Alien Land Law

Vi8ll t into effect, and which was not to expire until se v8ra~

years aft<'Jr it had becoma e:l'fective. Geo rge :Uot omatsu leased

a farm of 240 acres for the term of tD~ve years from Jahu

Joyce on June 9, 1921, just befora the Alien Land Law went

into effect.

The state consti tution prescribes that no law, ex-

cept afil)ropriation bills, s11al1 take 8f:f:ect until ninety

1 \ quotation from tho complaint, p. 3, Japanese Assn. 's Law• _Ii. ~ :T

Case ]lile, 1924. For the full complaint soe APpenaix \,
Ho. 3. The dec ision is yet pencting.
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days after the adjournment of the session at which it W&s en­

acted, unless in case of emorgency the legislature shall di­

rect otherwise (Article II, Section 31, Consti tution of the

state of Washington). The intention of this section is to

protect the poovle who are affecited b~7 the l1~W law, ancl to

give them three months'· time to readjust themselves. Under

the guarantee of this section of the constitution it was per­

fectly legitimate for the Japanese in the state to renew or

modify land leases during these three months between March 9

and June 9, 1921. The attorney for the state considared

this an infringement of the Land Act 3nd prosecuted IEotomatsu

on February 14, 1924. The fo llowing quotation shovvs well the

attitude of the attorneys for the state:

"That said llefendants (George Hotornatsu' and his

wife) .....• , on or about the 6th day of June, 1921, did make

and onter into a cortain written contract, 1 ease ancl chattel

mortgase with John Joyce and Emma Joyce, husband and wife.

"Tha t by vi:ctue of said contract, lease and oha ttel

mortgage referred to in tho last preoeding paragraph, said

defendants, and eaoh of them, now hav13 title 1:0 and interest

in and own the land desoribed in paragraph I hereof, and said

defendants do have a righ t to the control, possession, use,

enjoyment, rents, issues, profits, and the Tight to the bene-

fit of the land.

"That the right, title and interest of the defen­

dants in said 1anel, as hareinbefo:C8 set out, is subject to the
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provisions of Chapter 50 of the Sessions Laws of 1921 •••.••. ,

and is held by sad.cl defendants in violation thereof' and by

reason thereof all right, title and interest of said defen­

dants •••••• has escheated to the state of v'/ashington; ••••• and

be vested in the state of Washington, and that the said dei'en-

dunts be forever hereafter barred from eX'Jrcising any right,

title, control, use~ possession, benefit or interest in said

land, or any IJart thereof ..... ,d .1)

The first hearing was had on June 23, 1925, but the

judge has not yet given his decision. For the complete com-

l?laint see App endix V, ITo. 4.

These cases are rapresentative of the different

ty.pe s of land cases 'which re late to Japans se farms in the

state, am may be classified into the following .groups:

A. The case in which JalHl.neSe were .plaintiffs, and the

state tho defe;~dant

I. An attem.p:t to nUllify the Alien IJand Law. The­

Japanese lost the case. (Refor to Case Ie)

B. The case in which the state ViaS the IJlaintiff, and

Japanese were defendants.

I. Cases in \vhioh tho farm Vias ormed by a oor1)Ora-

t ion, tho' maj 01"'1 ty of stocl{ be ing ownocl by an Am­

erican- born JalJanese minor. In this case the

1 I, t n ~ laints IV V VI pp. 2-3, Uotomatsu Case,.• ;a r s a .L IJ () 111.J? • • ' '~.,: • •

L ~ L s S f1.1AQ~ b" ,r I, A'rl'lA·.L~ioan Ja-uanese ~':I.SSOCla-anCl aw ca e .... - .:f.1.'I • ,. • - - J.;

tion, 1924.
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state won (Case III).

II. Cases jn which the farm vms owned by Arnerican­

born Ja.panese. In one case the state won; in

other cases the state lost (Cases IV, V, VI, VII).

III. Cases in \vhich the farm was leased to ,Japanose

before the law went into effect. Decision is

I) ending •

A careful reading of complaints, answers, and deci­

sions reveals the fact that in geucHal, the decisions of the

court are influenced to a certain e~~ent by the presentation

of the 'plaintiff's and defendant's l'espc-:Jctive cases, but they

de1?end largely upon the attitude of the judge who givos the

decision. For example, Katsuno' s case and Ko sai' s case are

of' the same nature, both having purchased land for their

Arne rican- born children. In each case they had bee ome em.ploy­

8es under the sup ervision OI the guardians for the minor.

Judge Davidson gave a decision in favor of Kosai, vrhereas

Judge Hall held the opposite in Katsuno~s case.
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CHAPTER IX. CONCLUSION

M:ore than thirty years have elal;sed since ,Japane.se

~armers first appeared in the state of Washington, but it was

not until after 1910 that they increased rapidly. The climax

was reached in 1920 viThen there were in the state more than

one thousand Japanese cultivating OVOl' twenty-five thousand

acres. Over mlf of this land had treen vvoods, marshes, and

waste land be~ore JalJanese a ccupati on, but so on it was

cleared, drained, and tilled by their indefatigable hands.

As a consequence this rapid growth began to attract the at-

tention of the Arn9rican peo};Jle. In 1920 the 3500 dairy cows

owned by Japanese alone supplied about half of the milk con-

swned in Seattle, and nearly seventy ~er cent of the berries,

fruits and vegetables consumed in Seattle, Tacoma, Spokane,

and other cities of the vicini ty wore raised on these Japa-

nese farms. Furthermore, a considerable amount was shipped

to such eastern cities as St. llatll, Chicago and Hew York.

The total va lue of the se Japanese farm products in 1920 am-

ounted to nearly ;~4t 000, 000, mo 1'8 than ten percent of the

total value of the milk, vegetables and soft I};uits IJroduced

in the whole state in 1919, or $38,175,735.(1)

1. U.S. Census, 1920, VoL VI, Part 3, PP. 288-289.
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The Japanese farmers had their share of the pros­

peri ty incident to the World War during the fiva years between

1915 and 1920, a fact which may have caused jealousy on the

part of some Americans. At any rate, the narrow patriotism

resUlting from the war fanned the spark of anti-Japanese

feeling so that the American Legion and other anti-Japanese

organizations, in cooperation with cheap poli ticians, suc-

deeded in enacting the Alien Land Act in 1921. l'i.S a remIt,

there has been a decrease of about 35% of the Japanese fanns

wi thin two years; by the end of 1925 this will amount to a
'"

65'% decrease, and there will be only 7000 acres left in the

hands of Japanese farmers at the beginning of 1926.

Those Japanese farmers ,{liho lost their farms in this

way chose one of the following four alternatives:

1. Some went to Japan with their families, probably

neVElr to return to America. (This was about 10%.)

2. Some left their farms to look for work in cities.

3. some left farms to go to smvmills 01' railroad

can1Ps.

4. Many stayed on the farms as mere farm hands or

foremen working for wages, becaus e farming was their· chos en

vocation.

Most of these Japanese farmers have been on their

farms more than ten years and they are now getting old. It

is almost impossible for them to change from farm work to any

other occupation sufficientlY remunerative to support their
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growing families. Besides the actual loss of their farms

and hamas, the mental suffering due to'being .deprived of

their pets, livestock and other possessions must not be for-

gotten. So, in the majority of cases, the Japanese farmer

will stay on his fa:qn in some VIay or another in Sll i te of the

rigorous application of oppressi vo laws OS state authori ty,

because farming is the only way he can live honestly and

happily.

How cruel, inhuman and unjust it SE3ems that a

weal thy P iono er state like Washington, with a sparse popula­
'''I

tion and thirteen, million acres of farm land, of which half

is yet unimproved, should llesire to force out a handful of

simple, law-abiding, hard vlOrking Japanese farmers. There

Seems to be no reason why they should give up the farms so

dear to their hearts other than that the state has so willed.

This is not merely a petty legal interpretation of the Act,

or thoory of state authority; it is a fundamental "question

of human justice.

It is the duty of a people to obey the lay; of the

land in which they live, but is more than a duty, it is a

demand lof ,justice and humani ty, that a state shall not Wil­

fUlly deprive its residents of the inalienable right to pursue

happiness by the. honest trade of their choice. Thi s is espe­

cially true when the means is the enactment of a law which is

hard to obey conscientiously ancl of which nei ther God or just

men can a.pprove.
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The function of law is to administer social justice

by means of state authority. Any law, therefore, which is

enacted in violation of this fundamental principle is not a

law in its real sense, but an instrument of tyran..'1y, an enemy

of justice. A man with a sense of equity and the honest de­

sire to pursue haFpiness for himself and his family, oa~Qot,

need not, and should not obey such a law. Violation of suoh

an unnatural law is inevi table from the standpoint of huraani-

ty. If these simple farmers violate this inhuman act from

sheer neoessity to live, it is not their fault, but that of
."t

the state's; it is the unaviodable result of the state's

abuse of its authori ty .in sponsoring such a d.eterrent to the

progress of oivilization. The helpless alien farmers may be

oondenmed by the state's judioial authority, their lands be

escheated, and their homes broken up, but the state is more

heaVily condemned in the judgment of God. Han can. maIm and

unmake his lavys at will, but he can never violate a law of

nature without suffering its consequences. What, then, will

bo the natural consequence ,of the Alien Land Act of the state

of Washington?
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APPEITDIX I. COnST ITUTIOH, BY-LAWS "AlTD IvLi\RYJJTING CONTRACT

FORt'.'! OF SEATTLE MILK SHIPPERS 'ASSOCIATIon
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ARTICLES OF ASSOCIATION
f, I,

) , I' j} It OF

SEATTLE .MILK,SHIPPERS' ASSOCIATION
J h. t '.'. ,J' r .

I~ I t ~.... .f ". I

, KNOW ALL MEN' BY THESE PRESENTS: That
we~ the., undel1sigrred) CHAS:, ·K FISHER,. ,THOMAtS ].
OWENS, jW;. ,-G. GRIMM,,].' M. ALBER] 'and LELAND
]. Cb\RK, 01 King! County, Washington, each being a
citizen of. the United States and of the State of Washington;
do associate) our-selv.es togetherL- to form an Association
under> the -"Co-operative, Marketing. Act," Ghapter ,.uS o'f'.
the" Laws. of the State of Washington, Legislative Session
of 1921, and do hereby adopt I the following, in triplicate,
as 0ur Articles 'of-Incorporation: ' ..

• f\ ..> ~ T ui' l"·· ) ,.

, If)' ARTICLE I.

shaH be SEATTLE

"·f

The name of tl1rs .A$.sooiation,;
MILK SHIPPERS' ASSOCIATION.

ji' , j ., J, ,', I)', •

, ,I • ARTICLE II.

The objects, for which this Association is formed. and
the franchises and pow'er~. W'lil!h shall be vested in it,
are as follows:

<Td' enga'ge"!in~"any acti·vity in connection with the mar.­
keting, buying, selling, processing, canning, storing 'and
handlil)g or utilization of mil , PI' t}1e derivations therefrom,
produced or delivered (0' it' bY ItS members;

'To pti1'ohase Iftbin its members, sell and' deal in milk
artd'" cream -aild' other dairy products, and' to maoriu facture
and! 'sell latW 'of' ,tlf Iproducts Jor 'detivations of: milk .)1'

c'reaffl;rrari'd ' fori tl e 'purPOSe 'above to ownp purchase, 'hold
consfru'Gt and 0 'erale<such plant :011 plantsl'as ·inay be 'neces" .
saty· for <;arrying 'out any of the"objects of, tlie Association:
.' 1'6' e gage' i'rl"any'!lctivi'ty"'ln,r'colfnetliqn"witll the fpilr~

cfias~: .~Il:i'fig.,o~~I~e'by' ; i/ mi. ~1:lers, of ':~uppl1esi .~~~h'nerY
Cr I eC]t1;~~,~nt:\or/ ni ~ the 'finarc.~~, 'f an~ such :!<rtIVltle'S;

To, '1ft liS; th~ )age~t 8r . rel?r.e~entab~e ,_of any mem~er
or members o( tne ASSOCIation m, anr of the above \men-
tioned activities; ", .,.' , • .

To borrow money ana '1:0 makel.advanc~s to its mem­
pers, ~nd to that en to issue its negotiable notes, <.biIls.
ac ept~f1ces/ boh~s "or othe~ obligations,! ant! to ~ecure the
pa I en! 'thhebf 'b~ mdftgage, Ip.ledge or l;leed of trust ·)f
any' 11 -'of its" assets! an'd to sell, le'lse or oth'erMse dis-
pcse bfl an' '0 f 'its property;' . . " 'I

t· . r • 1 (... • r "~ I t

I I. AQr pu\-.,-:r~ t~1 or 0t!;. i"'lsq ~cH~J1fe, ansI to',ihold: o:v~. ,anr!
exerqse ~~1, rt~ht!i 0,£ ow. e~~hlR, 1\}, a~'1 tq sell, transfer 'Y
pledge shares of the capItal litock or bortds of any' corpor­
ation or association engaged in any related activity or in the



written consent or the vote of two-thirds of the members of
the Association at a regular meeting or at a special meeting
called for that purpose, if it appears that it is necessary and
desirable and for the best interests of the Association capital
stock, either preferred or common or both, may be provided
for, and the amount of each class of stock fixed, as well as
the par value thereof, and the preference if any. In case
of providing for capital stock in the manner ' aforesaid
amended Articles of Association shan be filed as provided
by law.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the incorporators have
hereunto set their hands on this 18th day of July, 1921.

CHAS. E. FISHER,
THOMAS J. OWENS,
W. G. GRIMM,
J. M. ALBERT,
LELAND J. CLARK.

STATE OF WASHINGTON t
COUNTY OF KING ISs.
THIS IS TO CERTIFY, that on this 18th day of July,

1921, before me, the undersigned, a Notary Public in and
for the State of Washington, duly commissioned and
sworn, personally came Chas. E. Fisher, Thomas J Owens
and W. G. Grimm, to me known to be the individuals de­
scribed in and who executed the within instrument, and
acknowledged to me that they signed the same as their free
and voluntary deed, for the uses and purposes therein men·
tioned. '

WITNESS my hand and official seal, the day and year
first above written.

handling or marketing of any of the products handled by
the Association';

To establish reserves and to invest the funds thereof
in bonds or such other property as may be provided in the
by-laws;

To buy, hold and exercise an privileges of ownership
over such. real or 'personal property as may be necessary
or con~elllent for the conducting and operation of any of
the busmess of the Association or incidental thereto;

To do each and every thing necessary, suitable or proper
for. the accomplishment' of anyone of the purposes or the
atlamment of anyone or more of the objects herein enum­
erated; or conducive to or expedient for the interest or
benefit 0 f the Association; and to contract accordingly; and in
addition to exercise and possess an powers, rights and priv­
ileges necessary or incidental to the purposes for which the
Association is organized or to the activities in which it is
engaged; and in addition any other rights, powers and priv­
ileges granted by the laws of this state to ordinary cor­
porations, except such as are inconsistent with the express
pl"Ovisions of this act; and to do any such thing anywher.~.

ARTICLE III.

The place where the principal' business of the Asso­
ciation will be transacted is Seattle, King County, Wash­
ington.

ARTICLE IV.

The time of the existence 0'£ this Association shan he
fifty years.

ARTICLE V.

The affairs of the Association shan be managed by a
board of five directors, who shall be' residents of the State
of Washington,and four of whom shall be electeli;mnuany
by the members or stockholders from their own number.
One director shaJl be appointed by the Director of Agricul­
ture of the State of Washington, and such director need
not be a member or stockholder. The number of directors
may be increased by a majority vote ,of the members at any
regular or special meeting caned for that purpose according
to the by-laws of ,the Association, and if the number of
directors is increased amended Articles of Association shan
be tiled as provided by law.

ARTICLE VI.

The Association is organized without capital stock, and
the property rights of each member shal~ be equal. The
Association shall have the power to admIt new members,
who shall be entitled to share equally in the property Of the'
Association with ,the old members, upon' paying into the
treasury of the Association the membership fee provided
by the by-laws of the Association; Provided, that by the

2

(Seal)
CLARK M. BURKHEIMER,

Notary Public in and, for the State Jf
Washington, residing at Seattle..

3
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SEATTLE MILK SHIPPERS' ASSOCIATION
.n •

ARTICLE f· 1 :1 i

C~rtificates.'
. . " I '

1. CqtlJicates of, ,membership in the Association shaH
be issued in numerical order from a membershp certificate
,hook to be pr-ovided and kept by the Secretary of the Asso­
ciation,. and shall be signed by the president and secretary
and sealed with the corpqrate s~aL A r,ecord 0 each ceJ:­
tificate issued shaH ·be kept on the stub of the "c tificat~
book, '

'2. Certificates of membershill shall not be transf rable
or assignable. I' I

3. No ~er,tiEc~te of.mc::mbership sh~lI be l$,~u~d t~ <).ny
memqer until the membership fee has ,been fully paid. I

ARTICLE II. r .' 11
~ f'J. -r j f t J 1 ')S J

• • I Members. I t I J t P
1. Any person engaged in the production of fluid milk

or dairy prqducts, 'or cleriva~ives th~refrom, which are cap­
able of shipment to the Seattle market, shaU. be eligible to
memb~r hip in tqe Associatiol'\. Lessees and t~nants of l'and
used for the pro~udio~ of such ~roducts, and ~ny le~sors
and landlords who r celve as rent of the aforesaid prdduce
produced on the leased p~emises, sball be eligible to mem­
bership in the Association.

2. If a member of the Assocation. be other tban a
natural person, such member may be represented by anyone
individual associate officer or member tbereof, duly author­
ized in writing filed with tbe Secretary of the Association.
Such representative may be changed frQm time to time by
filing a new authorization. in writing with the Secretary, re-'
voking any fOl'mer authority. .

3. Any person' wishing to become a member of the
Association shall sign the application blank provided by the
board of directors of the Association, and shall enter into
a contract in such form as shall .be provided by the board
of directors and approved by the Director of Agriculture of
the tate of VI ashington, pTovided that the Association rna
sell or resell all the dairy products, or the derivatives' there­
from, of its members, in such form as to the Association
shall seem be.~t, with or without taking title thereto, and
pay o"er to the clai ryman th resale price of all such milk
in whatever form old. less a proportional cost of the nec­
essary selling. overhead and other costs and expenses Qf the

4

Association, based on the entire quantity 6£ milk purchased
by the Association from lits members under similar con­
t~acts, not fo exceed 5 per cent of said resale price.

Settlements shall be made with the dairyrgan at least
once each month, and payment shall be made on the 10th
of the montl\ fdllowing for 'the previous month's business.

'fhe d~jryman agrees, at his own cost ~nd expense, to
produce said 'milk' and prepare the same daily in ptoper con­
tainers at the proper -time 'for shipment in accordance with
the rules prescribed by) the' AsSOCIation, sa,J miik to be pro­
duced in the mo~t sanitary coridition possible,

i It is expressly unqerst00d -anell agreed th;J.t a uni form
price shall- be paid t,he 'dairyman, and all other dairymen
with whom similar contracts shall be' made, and 'the terms
of all contracts with members of the Associ'ation shaH be
~fu~ --

The AssQci~ti~n may take said milk from the dairyman's
premises and transport the same to the Association's depots,
and there 'weigh and test the saine, but unless ·the Associa­
tion shall so elect in writing to transport said milk it shall
be delivered to the depots of the Association by the dairy­
man as directed by tlie A~s-ociation.

In case 'OJ' the. breach or threa'tened breach of any of the
terms and cortditions bf this agreement to be. performed by
the dairym,an, it is hereby mutually agreed that the Associa­
tioq shall be ~ht!t1reC1 ,to an inj"unction to prevent a further
bteach or threaten'ed breach of. the contracf by the dairyman, . I

and to aI decree' of spe'cific performance thereof by an 'action
begun by tlie Jhsocia.tion against the d<).irym,an. and the dairy­
man 'agrees that l)e"wl1l pay all costs, p17emium- for bonds,
expenses and·' fees', including a" reasonable attorney's fee,
in case any action/is legaHy'm,mtai!!ed against him 'under ~he

ontract by the Associatiorf. Pending the adjudication of
any such a~ion, and upon filing a verifie'd complaint showing
the breach or threatened breach, and upon filing a sufficient
honel, the Association shan be entitled to a temporary restrain­
ing order and preliminary injunction against the dairyman.

4, No member' shan be liable for the debts of the As­
sociation to ,an. ·amount exceeding the sum remaining· unpaid
on his niemliership fee, including any unpaid Iialance on any
promissory t10te given in 'payment thereof, I,

I I 5. No member. shan own Inore, than One membersh;/.l
i the Association' and a membership certificate shaH eI1­

tiitle the member to one vote at. any. regular or special meet­
ing of the Association.

6. The membership fee payable by each member shall
be the sum of Fi.ve DollarS'; payable before delivery of :>

melJ1ber~hip certificate_.

ARTICLE III.
Directors.

1. The business and property of the Assoaiation shall
be managed by a board of five directors, who shall be res­
idents of the Sta,te Qf Washington, and four of, wpom shall

5



ington, at a!1y ti.me bj the"Board of D,irectors, -OF ten per
cent of the members of the Association may file a: petition
stating the specific business tq be:Qrought before the Asso­
ciation and'demand a special meeting at any time, in. ,which
case s1,ll,:h spet:lat' Il,leeting must t&ereopon oe cailed, by the
dIrectors. j - , , 0" I

, r ~ (~

3. Notices of allmehings of the mem~ers 'of the Asso­
ciati'on, tl)gether witH,la statemerit ,ofd the. purposeS! th'eneof,
sohaL! be maile.d by. the) secretary o,f the A!i~ociation.to each
member at )'IIS last know,f\ posto~c.e address at least ten
days prior to. the date of the meeting. .

4. A quorum at: any me~ting of the members shall con­
sist of tw'enty-five per cent of the members represented in
person or 'by ·proxy.' ,A maj'ority oi>sud1 quo;rum shall de­
ciue any questioh th'!t may >come1before: th~ meetirig.

S. The eicci"on o'f. directors shall '.be held at th~ annual
llieetirg Of fR'e mem)jers. ' . . I

6. ,At· ap, meet'Mislo . the ,~fnibers '~ac4 member shall
be entitled to cast one. vote. He may vote in person or by
pI o~y ap~ointed in writit1g and .,filed wi~h the secretary.

\.7~ No reglllan meeting of the Boa.rd 9f Directors sbal1
be: hC;ld, but;. .speci'll meetings of the board may be held from
time to ~ime, upon, thl!. call' of the pt;~~ident or by written
reqqestl of tbrfe, members of the poaqi 'delivered to the
secrefary. , , I

8. Written notice of ~eetings of the Board of Directors
"hall be mailed by I he secretary to each member of the board
at least five days prio'r'{ to ,tlie date. of 'such meeting,' or
meetings may' be held at ,a~y time withou.t notice by the
written co~sent of al1 the members of the Board of Directors
or by tbeir presence in person at suc),. meeti,rig.
• 9 ,11.~ \ "J t,. f ii' B /d' f'D'. A puqrtim at anY,llleetlrfg 0 t.1e _oar 0 'Irectors

sl~lIll COllsi,st; 01 a 1r..1~j9rih .p(J the..qoaud1 and. ~ niy,Jority of
such quorum sball deCIde any questIOn that may come before

f t j'

the meeting.
'f 1l)~lH)(" /. ··1 , ~ I .. ': I ~~,

I' A-RTI_C:klJ: V.

i " Officers.'
j'q 1; ·,.r, J H ~

. 1.. 1;h~ offiGers of the Ass,?ciation. shall be.a president,
a .first vice-Ilresident,' a 'secon,d vlce-.pre~ldent! 'I- secretar.y and
a treasurer. who I shaH 1)old office !-In til theIr ,successors are
elected and qualified. 0 •

" 2. r)l~ directo~s sr,'111 ~ITc~. ,irpll'l . t?lfir numper th,e
presid nt 'lnd firs\ and second vlce-~res\dents. They shad
a(l6 ,eiect' ~ ~etr1tary &1d" treasurer, *I\c\ need hot' Ije r\i­
r~c~prs. and t,he mfY combine the t'fP \letter offices" and ir.·
dicate th,e cpm~ined pffi,ce as "~ecretarr.-Tteasllrer.

3. The presidc;nt sh'lll presidtj at all meetmgs; sha.ll
have gel1eral supervision ?( all of the affairs o£ the. Asso­

.ciation; shall sign all certIficates,. contracts and other m~tt;tl­
ments of the Association authOrized by the board of dIrec­
tors; shall make reports to the board of directors and the
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be el{'~te~ )Jy, (he qIembers from their O\VI1 number. One
dlrecto~, shiVl be appointeq by the Director oj AKricultuEe,
of the State o~ Washipgtojl, and such dire~tor need. not be
a mem~er, .b~t shall ha,Y!l the saplc 'poweI;s and rights as
otJ1er dlreptoqi, apd sl\al.\ b~ r~garded ~& na:tresenting the
interests o.f the public. The T\ut:IlQer ot directors may, be
increa&ed by 'a- majorit:¥ vole of the memb'ers at ahy. ~eet­
ing of .the jllllimqet'~, Nld if the 1,\4mb~1i' of' djr ~toIs i.s ill­
crease<l an;Jt\ ld~d aTticll'\~1 of i'1corpoEation, &l1owing sut;h in-
creflse sh51.l1 be filed: ~s Pliovided by 14w. . . ;1

2. No director,. during his term of office, shall be a
party to· a cOntract ~o.r. profit with th<!j ,Associatjon dHf~ring

in any way, from th busine)is relations aCGorded all other
regular memhers of 'tile s,sociation, or to any other killd
~f contra t diffl:J'ing f~o~ the general term,? proviqed in the
contracts o'f the Assoclatton. I

I 3. W'hen 11,,. va\:an<;y h' thtl f boaEd of d,jFectors S? curs
oth({r th,an by. expjration, of term, the. r.I-~l11ain·iIJg, me.\1jp~rs
of t,he boar~t by a m<1'jor~ty vote, shall, w.l th~ va<;ancy.

.4., Charges may be preferred against. ahy' director I or
officer by. filihg- them in writing with the secretary 01 the
Association, together with a petition signed by tep 0 per cent
of the .member~. reque!iti!1g the ,erlloval/of' the 'd'iFec~or or
o.fficer In questJon. A I'em val shaH' be ¥l;>ted .upon at th~

r.~xt regular or sQecial meeti.\lg of the Asso iation" at;Jd by
a v.otc, of the .m'ljority pi the fllembers (the' A$sQdatiOl}- Il)!lY
remove ~he diEec pI' Oli. offiqer and. ·fill ,tho va,can<iy,. '.fpe

. directqr or offieer ali(a.inst whpm ~uc)1 cl/lar.ges have been
bro!lght ,s)lall ·,b in,£ofJ;l'led in ~iting of the.-oharges by. the
£ecrgtar)l qt I'ea' t ·t~n days prevIous to the date of the meet­
iJlg; and spall, have .ar) opportt..mity at the, m;eetinj:(' t9 be
heard in per on or by c,ounsel, and 1;0 I1resent witnesses, and
the persoll or, persons: Qrinj:(ing the chargl!s' against ,him
shall have til; ~a,lT\e' OPPPFtunity. I

S. No officer, d\re~to or.J.empI6yee> shaH be a Q.enefic-t
iary of ornecrei e, directly on indihlctly, 'lILy fee, commis'siolll
or other co"sid<!ra~iGn for or. in conllectio with any trans·
action or busin<lsS o.i the Ass~ciatidn,"othe than a reason­
able fce OQnlracted to tie paid by the ,Asso'ciati(!!n ·to any
officer director or Jemployee for serviceif' fendered to the
Association;' Pro'l!i'd d that: nothing herein shall be' con.
stl'ued to prohibit a direotor, lofficeh 01' employee who shall
also be a menlb I' ofl s eh •Association. fcom receivinj:( Iany
ordinary or u ual benefits whch other members receive.

I .

( ~F-'r1q..E JV. I II .1

I I Meetings. II ,(

I. Th annual m etings of the mem~rs of the ssb­
eiation shall hI' hell in h ff1e Of the Association in Seattle.
W.ashington at 10 :30 A. M 011 0e first ~on'day o~ Janllary
of each year, if n t a le~al hohday. If that day IS ~ legal
holiday said nl eting shall be held 0n the da r foUowlDg.

2. pedal me tings of' th m mb rs may be called to
be held at tl e ffice df he Ass ciation in Seattle. Wash~

6
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ART<I,CLE VIII. r .
Amendments.

L 'These' ,\>y-laws may be amended, repealed or altered,
in whole or in part, by the wtitten assent or a majority vote
of the members 'of the Association.

2. l'he. board of directors of t~e As~ociation.m:-y ~ake
by-laws for their governmen TJot mconslsteI,1t wltli the by­
laws df the Assot!ation.~.~

ARTICLE VII.

" Seal:
1. The ~eal of the Corporation shall consist of two con­

~entric circles, between: which is the name of the Association
and "Washington," and in the center of which shall he
inscribed "CQrporate Seal!' and "1921," and as such seal is
irhpre sed in ille margin nereof and is adopted as the seal
of this Association,

members; and sh~ll perform all s'uch other duties as are
incident to his .office. .

4. The first vice-president shall in the absence of the
president p~rf~rm all of his duties, and in the abs~nce of
the first vice-pre: ,dent the second v'iCe-presdent shaH per­
form all of his duties. The vice-presidents shaH also pe ­
form such other duties as are incident to their office or as
shall be required of them by the board of directors ..

S. The 'treasurer shall have the custody of aH moneys
and securities of - the Association, and shall keep reg-ular
books of account and balance the same each month, and ren­
der statements to the board of directors. and perform such
other 'duties as are incident to his Qffice or as may be proper­
ly required of him by the board of directors. The treasurer
may "be a bank or any depository and as such spall not be
considered an officer, but a funciton of. the board of directors.

6. The secretary shaH issue notices of meeting-s; shall
keep the minutes thereof; shall have charg-e of the seal and
corporate books; and shall sign with the president or vice­
presidents such instruments as require his signature and
perform suth other duties as are incident to his office <;Ir' as
n;ay he pl'ort'rly ref"]uired of him by the' board of dire<;tors.
lh case the treasurer is a bank or deposito.ry the ~ecretary

shall perform the usual actounting duties of· the treasurer.
except that the funds shaH be deposited only, as .authorized
by the board of directors.

8

1. The Association snail be)deemed non-pront, ina~
milch ds it is not organized to make proRts for .itself a.;
such or for its members a stich, but only for its lJ1ember~

as p·roducers.' • • .

2. The money and funds of the Association shall .be
deposited in such bank or trust company as shall be des:g­
nated by the board of ditc;c.tqrs. and shall be drawn. out
only by check signed by the president or treasurer, or elt~er

of the "ice-pre idenls alld ~reilsurer. No check shall be rlrawll
for the payment of any account or bill which has not ha:!
the approval of three memoers of the board of directors.

3 Annual statements on the forms furnished by the
Director of Agricultu~e o.f the State of ~ashington !ih.all
be prepared and filed 111 th.e ?ffice, of s.a'd, du;ector, contall'~­
ing the nilm 0 f Llll' Assoclatlq 1, Its princIpal place of P.USI­

ness. and a gen ral statement 0 f its business operatJ9ns
during the fiscal y ar, howing th,e number of memQers and
amount of meml er hip fees received. t~e total expenses of
operation. the amount of ,nd btedn(:ss or liabilities. and its
hala'lce sl\ et. .
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SEATTLE MILK SHIPPERS' ASSOCIAnON,

By

;rhe A~sociation may take said milk from the Dairy"
;~n s predlses and t:ansport the Same to the· Association's
(pot~, ~m there weIgh and test the same, but unless. the

1ss~c;ftbondSf-all so elect in writing to transport said milkD~ a e e Iv~red to the depots of the Association by the.
alryman as dIrected by the Association.

In case of the. ~reach or threatened breach of any of
the terms .and condl~lOns of this agreement to be performed
by ~he Dhalryman, I~ IS hereby mutually agreed that the Asso
elatIon s all be entttied to an injunction to prevent a further
breach or threatened breach of the contract by the Dairy­
ma!1' and to a decree of specific performance thereof by an
actIOn begun b th A ., .'h D' . y e ssoclatIon agamst the Dairyman and
t e aIryman agrees that he will pay all costs premiu~ for
~(jnd~. expenses and .fees,. including a reason~ble attorney's
ee. m case any .action' IS legally maintained against hi m

ull~er the contract by t~e Association. Pending the adjudi
cat~on of at;1y such actIOn, and upon filing a verified com­
pl~\In.t showll1~ the breach or threatened breach and upon
filIng a suffiCIent b~n?, the Association shall' be' entitled to
a t~mporary r~stra1l1111g order and preliminary injunction
aga1l1st the DaIryman.

WITNESS the signature of the respective parties on
the day and year first above written.

THIS AGREEMEN:r, mad abd entereu into this

MARKETING ~CONTRACT.

WITH
J ~ fl.

10

day of " .- , ,.: ""...•.•. I 192 between
'i I

~ J.' ill .". '., 1
••••.••••••••••••, ••••••_••••••_ •••,•••••••••••_._••••••••••••••••••• "1"••••••••• 01 l(lnR County,
Wf\shil/gtop: ~erejl"\af~l:f called t!le .bAl~YM~N, 'and
SEATTLE MiLK SHIPPERS AS$OCIATroN.,a corpora;
tion organized under Chapter 115 of the Laws of the State
{)f Washington as passed by the Legislature of 1921, with
its principal place of business at Seattle, Washington, here­
inafter call~d the ASSOCIATION,

WITNESSETH: That the Dairyman, for and in con­
sideration of the mutual covenants and agreements herein··
after contained to be kept and performe.d, hereby agrees to
sell exclusively to' or through the Association, or any facil­
ities to be created by it, from this date to the first of June,
1926, all milk produced or contro\led by the Dairyman in the
State of Wa'shington,' or in which he may .have any interest
either as landlord, tenant or otherwise (except such amount
as the Dairyman shall reguire for his per'sonal use).

It is expressly agreed that the Association may sell or
re-sell the milk in such form as to the Association shall
seem best. with or without taking title thereto.

The Association agrees to pay 'over to the Dairyman the
resale price of all such milk in whatsoever form sold. IeS5

a proportional cost of the necessary selling, overhead and
other costs and expenses of the Association, based on the
entire quantity of milk purchased by the Association from
its members under similar contracts, not to exceed five pcr
cent of said resale price.

Settlements' shall" be .made with tlie Dairyman at least
once each rrion~h, and payment shall be made on the 10th I)f
the month foHowing for the previous month's business.

The Dairyman agrees, at his own cost and expense, to
produce said milk and prepare the same daily in proper 'con­
tainer at the proper time for shipment in accordance with
the rules prescribed by the Associalion. said milk to be
produced ill the most sanitary condition possible.

[t is xpressly understood and agreed that a uniform
price shaH be paid the 'Dairyman, and all other dairymen with
whom similar contracts shall be made for milk and cream
of Qual grade, and the terms of all contracts' ~ith members
of the Association shall be uniform.

SEATTLE MILK SHIPP-ERS' ASSOCIATION
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MARKETING CONTRACT
WITH

SEATTLE MILK SHIPPER'S ASSOCIATION

THIS AGREEMENT. Made and entered into this day of , 19..........•

between , _oL County, Washington, hereinafter
called the DAIRYMAN. and SEATTLE MILK SHIPPERS' ASSOCIATION, a corporation organized under Chapter 115 of
the L~wS of the State of Washington as passed by the Legislature of 1921, with its principal place of business at Seattle
Washmgton, hereinafter called the Association. '

~ITNESSETH: 1. That the Dairyman. for and in consideration of the mutual covenants and agreements hereinafter
contamed t~ be ~ept and 'performed, hereb.y agrees to sell exclusively to or through the Association, or any facilities to be
created by It as It may dIrect from this date to the first of June. 1931, all milk produced or controlled by the Dairyman in
the State ?f Washington. or in which he may have any interest either as landlord. tenant or otherwise (except such amount
as the DaIryman shall require for his personal use).

2. That in the eve~t that the Dairyman is offered a price for his milk in excess of the price obtained by the Associa.
tion, ~e shall tender saId off:r to the Association, and if said offer is accepted by the Association. but in such event only,
the mIlk may be sold and delIvered pursuant to such offer and shall be deemed in all respects to have been !:lold and deliv.
ered b~ the Association itself subject to all the terms and conditions of tWs contract excepting only that such member shall
be. entItled to the ~en:fit of such excess in price as is actually obtained. Such member shall also enjoy the same conditions
enJoyed by other dlstnbutors under contract with the Association.

3. It is expressly agreed that the Association may sell or re·sell the milk in such form as to the Asociation shall seem
best, with or without taking title thereto.

4. The Association agr.,eo to pa;y- oye>, to tho Dn'~,~on +h", ,.",,,,,1,,, n,.l"", of "" ''''''" milk in what e f ld I
a proportional cost of the necessary selling, overhead and other costs and expenses of the Associatio~~bVa~edoJN\~~enc~~~
quantity of milk purchased by the Association from its members under similar contracts, not to exceed five per cent of said
resale price.

5. Settlements shall be made with the Dairyman at least once each month, and payment shall be made on the 10th of
the month following for the previous month's business.

6. The Dairyman agrees, at his own cost and expense, to produce said milk and prepare the same daily in proper con·
tainers at the proper time for shipment in accordance with the rules prescribed by the Association, said milk to be pro­
duced in the most sanitary condition possible.

7. It is expressly understood and agreed that a uniform price shall be paid the Dairyman, and all other dairymen with
whom similar contracts shall be made for milk and cream of equal quality, except as otherwise authorized by paragraph 2,
provided that said milk or cream is produced in accordance with the rules and regulations of the Health Department in the
city in which the milk is sold, and the terms of all contracts with members of the Association shall be uniform.

8. The Association may take said milk from the Dairyman's premises and transport the same to the Association's depots
and there weigh and test same, but unless the Asociation shall so elect in writing to transport said milk it shall be deliv-
ered to the depots of the Association by the Dairyman as directed by the Association. " ','Ii

9. In case of the breach or threatened breach of any of the terms, andconditionsof.thiS,agreemenftob~I1e~:l()bned
by the Dairyman, it is hereby mutually agreed that the Association shall be entitled to. an injunction to prevent a fur·
ther breach or threatened breach of the contract by the Dairyman, and to a decree of specific performance thereof by an
action begun by the Association against the Dairyman, ~dthe Dairyman agrees that he will pay all costs, premium for
bonds. expenses and fees, including a reasonable attorney's fee, in case any action is legally maintained against him under
the contract by the Association. Pending the adjudication of any such action, and upon filing a verified complaint show­
ing the breach or threatened breach, and upon filing a sufficient bond, the Association shall be entitled to a temporary
restraining order and preliminary injunction against the Dairyman.

. WITNESS, the signature of the respective parties on the day and year first above written.

.......................................................·····································D·~;y~;:~:········

.............................................................····..····..·..··..···..··..····..Add;e~~:········

SEATTLE MILK SHIPPERS' ASSOCIATION,

President.
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"

GROWER'S CONTRACT _
~ .' • " ".. ,. > • ~ .' .: ~ ", .' -- • -.•:. ~., .: • • ._,"' -"'" -.

PUGET SOUND BERRY GROWER'S ASSOCIATION

THIS AGREEMENT, made and entered into by and between , , :.......•., .
. . .

of the County of :::..: :"""..: __, State ,of Washington,herefuaftei-called the Grower,forbrevity, ana the
PUGET SOUND BEaRY GROWERS' ASSOCIATION, an:organization, its principal place of business· located atSe-
attIe, Wash., hereinafter called the Association, / .

. WITNESSETH; That the Grower, for and in. consideration of the covenants imd.agreements herein contained-,to be
kept. and performed by the Association, hereby nominates and appoints, and agrees' to employ the Association as his Ex­
clusiveSales Agent for, and agrees to deliver to the Association, or its order, for sale on his account, all oHh~berriespro­
duced by the Grower, or for him, or in which he may have anyinterest; either as landlord, tenant or otherwise; during the
continuance of this contract (except such amounts as the Grower '. shall require for his own purposes) for a period
of three (3) years from the datehereof,arid from year to year thereafter, continuously; <provided, however,
that the Grower may cancel this contract on the first day of February of any year by giving notice in writing to the Asso­
ciation at least thirty (30) days prior to that date, and by paying, before that date, any and aU moneys owing by him to
the Association, and. delivering his copy of this contract to the Manager of the Association; whereupon the same shall be

• cancelled. At the time of Grower's withdrawal heshali be paid his share of all moneys held'by the Association,which shall
be-estimated on a pro rata basis according to deliveries made to the Association by llim.

. The Grower agrees, at his own expense, to. produce said berries and prepare the, same daily,in; pl'Oper containers, at
the proper time, for shipment, in accordance with the methods arid rules prescribed by the Association. . . ;.•..•..;: .; .. '<

The Association may take said berries from the Grower and transport said gerries to the Association's depot. Unless
the Association elects to transport said berries, they shall be delivered to the depot of the Assocaitionby the Grower, <U"
to such other place as the Association may from time to time direct. The Association agrees toseU ,as much of said
berries as advisable and manufacture the balance,'the Association in every case, to dispose of said berries to the best possible
advantage, so that the Grower shall receive the largest possible returns therefrom; to remit promptly to the' Grower the
moneys received fOl'said berries,less the regular charges of the ASsociation for saidserxices, which shaIl be Seven' (7%)
per cent of gross sales.. ':., '.... . .,.. . .•.•.. . '.' '.' •... ..1 .' ••.•... ,' . '.' •.•.. .•• ....• > i .' •...• . .. •. ..••••. ' ..

It, is understood by the.; Grower that the. Association is composed of 11 larg-e;nuinberof Growers in the State of. Wash~
ington, ali of whom have' enteredinto,. or shall .hereafter enter into, .. it contract .with.~~e Ass?ciat.ion,. id~ntical"with this con­
tract and that the purpose of the Association and of this Agreement, 'among otht,m, IS tomamtamanClmcreaseto the.great­
est efficiency, the Association as a selling agent for its members; that to accomplish thispnrposeiti~necessarythataUof
said Growers pool their berries,soasto give the Association the largest possible selling power;, that it may be desirable .and
expedient for the Association, from.time to time,.in order to, secure for the Grower the larg~stpossiblenet.returns'.for·his

berries. to enter. into contract or contracts to furnish r.ertain nersons. nrmsoreornoations certa,iua,niLdefiniteJmllntitiPRof

~

~
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. PUGET SOUND BERRY GROWER'S ASSOCIATION

THIS AGREEMENT, made and entered into by and b~tween ;.......•............

of the County of : , State of Washington, hereinafter called the Grower, for brevity and the
PUGET SOUND BERRY GROWERS' ASSOCIATION, an organization, its principal place of business locat~d at Se-
attle, Wash., hereinafter called the Association, . .

WITNESSETH: That the Grower, for and in. consideration of the covenants and agreements herein contained to be
kept and performed by the Association, hereby nominates and appoints, and agrees to employ the Association as his Ex- ,
elusive Sales Agent for, and a;grees ~o del~ver to the Associatior:, or its o~der, for sale on his account, all of the berries pro­
duce.d by theGro~er, or for hIm, or m WhICh he may have any mterest, eIther as .landlord, tenant or otherwise, during the
contmuance of thIS contract (except such amounts as the Grower shall require for his own purposes) for a period
of three (3) years from t~e date hereof,arid from year to year thereafter, continuously; provided, however,
t~a~ the Grower m.ay cancel thIS con~ract on the first day of Feb~uary of any year by giving notice in writing to the Asso­
CIatIon at.le~t thIrty (~O) ~ays ,PrIor to that. date, and by paymg, before that date, ~n! and all moneys owing by him to
the ASsoCIatIOn, and dehvermg hIS copy of thIS contract to the Manager of the AssoCIatIOn; whereupon the same shall be

• cancelled. At the time of Grower's withdrawal he shall be paid his share of all moneys held by the Association, which shall
be estimated on a pro rata basis according to deliveries made to the Association by him.

The Grower agrees, at his own expense, to produce said berries and prepare the same daily, in proper containers, at
the proper time, for shipment, in accordance with the methods and rules prescribed by the Association.

The Association may take said berries from the Grower and transport said berries to the Association's depot. Unless
the Association elects to transport said berries, they shall be delivered to the depot of the Assocaition by the Grower, 0.1'
to such other place as the Association may from time to time direct. The Association agrees to sell as much of said
berries as advisable' and manufacture the balance, the Association in every case, to dispose of said berries to the best possible
advantage, so that the Grower shall receive the largest possible returns therefrom; to remit promptly to the Grower the
moneys received for said berries, less the regular charges of the Association for said services, which shall be Seven (7 %)
per cent of gross sales. . . . ..

It is understood by the Gmwer that the Association is composed of a large number of. Growers in the State of Wash­
ington' all of whom have entered into, or shall hereafter enter into, a contract with the Association, identical with this con­
tract, and that the purpose of the Association and of this Agreement, among others, is to maintain and increase to the great­
est efficiency, the Association as a selling agent for its members; that to accomplish this purpose it is necessary that all of
said Growers pool their berries, so as to give the Association the largest possible selling power; that it may be desirable and
expedient for the Association, from time to time, in order to secure for the Grower the largest possible net returns for his
berries, to enter into contract or contracts to furnish p.ertain persons, firms or p.orpoations certa.in and definite ql1antities of
berries at stated times covering stated periods during the continuance of such contract or contracts; that the Association
can make such contract or contracts only upon the strengh of and in reliance upon the strict and faithful fulfillment by
the Grower of the terms of this contract, or his part to be fulfilled; therefore, as an inducement to the Association to under­
take the performance of the services contemplated by this contract, the Grower hereby stipulates and agrees that he will not
sell or dispose of his berries to or through any person, firm or corporation other than the Association without the approval
of the Association, during the life of this contract; and it is hereby mutually agreed, inasmuch as it is impossible, at this
time, to fix and estimate the actua,!. damage which will be sustained by the Association in the event that the Grower should
fail to fulfill his agre~ment to sell his berries exclusively through the Association, that such damages are hereby estimated
and agreed upon in advance as Fifty ($50.00) Dollars per acre for each and every acre owned or leased fo,r berry raising
by or for the Grower at the time the Grower shall be guilty of any breach of this contract, as the minimum fixed, deter­
mined and liquidated damages for said breach, and the amount, so agreed upon, shall, immediately upon said breach, be
due and owing from the Grower to the Association, and may be deducted by the Association and retained from any
moneys in its hands or which may come into its hands belonging to the Grower, or at the option of the Association, said
amount, or any part thereof, may be collected from the Grower ?y a suit at law. . .

In the event that the Grower shall fail or refuse to comply WIth any law or laws of the UnIted States or of the State
of Washington, or ariy political subdivision thereof, or t?e rules and regulations of.the Asso:iation governing.th: quantity
or quality or conditions of the Grower's b~rries, withm two (2) day.s after wrItten notI.ce by the f\.ssoClatIOll ~o the
Grower, calling attention to such non-comphance by the Gro:-v~:r:, and! m event of cancellatIO~, or, dunr:g such perIOd of
suspension, the Association shall be relieved from any responSIbIlIty WIth regard to the marketmg, handlmg or sale of the
Grower's berries.· .

Neither of the parties hereto shall be liable to the other for any failure to c0:r;tply WIth the terms hereof when the .same
is made impossible by fire, the elements, act of God, strike, lock~ut, or other condItIon beyond the contro~ of the partIes.

This agreement shall become binding upon both of the partIes hereto on and after the date below WrItten. .
IN TESTIMONY WHEREOF, the Association has caused these presents to be executed in its organized name by its

President and its Secretary, and the Grower has affixed his signatures, in duplicate, this day of 192 .

PUGET SOUND BERRY GROWERS' ASSOCIATION,

By: , President

Attest : , Secretar'lj

By ,.., :.., , , .

..............................................................................................., Gro~ver

P. O. Address · · , ..

Route ,................ Box .



·BY.LAWS OF THE PUGET SOUND BERRY GROWERS ASSOCIATION.

Article 1.

The name of this Association shall be The Puget Sound Berry Growers Association.
The purpose for which this Association is formed and the powers which it shall have are: .
(A) To promote, foster and encourage the business of producing berries in a purely cooperat.ive way~ .'
(B) To engage in any activity in connection with the marketing, selling, harvesting, preservmg, barrelmg, dry­

ing, processing, canning, packing, storing, warehousing, handling, or utilization of any berries produced or delivered to
it by its members.

(C) To borrow money, giving such evidence of indebtedness and security as may be necessary and to make ad-
vances to members, or for the purchase of any necessary eommodity. .

(D) To act as the exclusive agent or representative of any member or members in any of the above mentioned
activities.

Article 2.

WHO MAY BE MEMBERS.

Any person, firm, or corporation engaged in the production of berries, or owning or leasing land on which berries
ire grown and sharing in the proceeds of the berries.

Article 3.

OFFICERS AND DIRECTORS.

Each producing district shall be as a separate unit and each unit shall appoint one and not more than three memo
leI'S who are producers to act on the board of directors, and the different officers shall be appointed from the board of
lirectors whose term shall be for a period of one year. ''4 '.'

The Association shall have the following officers: One President, one Vice-President, one Secretary, one Treasurer"
The President shall represent the association and shall preside over all meetings and matters of business. .. .
The Vice-President shall act in the absence of the President. .
The Secretary shall keep all records of all meetings and confer with the president and carry Qut the actual bU$i.

less routine. '.' ..
The treasurer shall look after the finances of the Assoc:iation.
All contracts for the sale of' any berries shall first be approved by the board of directorH before becoming a cone I

ract binding upon the Association. .

Article 4.

THE ASSOCIATION OFFICE

The Association shall establish and maintain an office i~ the City of Seattle,Washington, where all records .per.
aining to all transactions of the Association shall be kept.

Article 5.

MEETINGS OF MEMBERS.

Regular Meet1:ngs-A regular meeting of the members shall be held at the office of the Association the first WedIies~
ay of November each year.

Special ~Meetings-A special meeting of the members may be called at any time by the President, or byamajority
f the Board of Directors, or upon petition signed by ten per cent of the membership. Each such call shall be in writ-
19 and shall state the time, place and the purpose of such meeting. '

Article 6. ..,"

Every member of the Association shall enter into a marketing contract with the Association covering all the essen­
ial relations between the Association and the member. All contracts shall be uniform in form and in the provisions
mtained therein. .:"

Article 7.

SUMMARY

! '.

'1'he Grower agrees to deliver all berries produced by him except those reserved for his own use. The Association
grees to receive all berries produced by the Grower and ~ell or manufacture same that will allow the largest possible net
~turns to the Grower. The Grower has read the foregomg By-Laws and contract to the Association and has signed

LIne this , " day of , , 192 ..

.... _-- ,. ..

Grower.
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AN ACT
Relating to the rights and disabilities of

aliens with respect to lands, p~roviding

for forfeiture in certain cases, prescribing
penalties and repealing Sections 8775 and
8776 of Remington & BalEnger's Annotat­
ed Codes and Statutes of Washington.

Be it enacted by the Legislature of the State

of Washington:

SECreION 1. In this act, unless the con­
text otherwise requires,

(a) "AEen" does not include an aEen who
has in good faith declared his intention to
become a citjzen of the United States, but
does include all other ahens and all corpora­
tions and other organized groups of persons
a majority of whose capital stock is owned
or controlled by aEens or a majority of
whose members are ahens;

(b) "Land" does not include lands con­
taining valuable deposits of minerals, metals,
iron, coal or fire clay or the necessary land
for mms and machinery to be used in the
development thereof and the manufacture
of the products therefrom, but does include
every other kind of land and every interest
therein and right to the control, possession,
nse, cnjoyment, rents, issues or profits
thereof except a mortgage and except a.
right to the possession, use or enjoyment of
land for a period of not more than ten years:
for a purpose for which an alien is accorded
the use of land by a treaty between the Unit­
ed States and the country whereof he is a.
citizen;

(c) "Land" also includes any share or
interest in a corporation or other organized!
group of persons deemed an alien in this act
which has title to land either heretofore or
hereafter acquired;

= ._mWf!¥WK"



(d) To "Own" means to have the legal
or equitable 'title to or. the right to a.ny
benefit of;

(e ) "Titk" includes every kind of legal
or equi,tabletitle; .

. (f). Ownership' of or title to land acquired
by inheritance or in good faith either under
mortgage or in the ordinary course of justice
in the collection of debts, or acquired bya
female citizen afterwards expatriated by
marriage to an alien is excluded;

(g) "Inheritance" includes devise;
(h) "Mortgage" includes every kind of

lien upon land;
. (i).A m.ortgage of land under which an
alien is entitled before default to any con- ..
trol, possession, use or enjoyment of the
land, is an absolute conveyance; and

(j) "Person" includes an individual, part­
nership, corporation or any other organized
group of persons.

SECTION 2. An alien shall not own land
or take or hold title thereto. No person
shall take or hold land or title to ~and....for
an alien. L'Rnd now held by or for aliens ill:
violation of the constitution of the state is
"forfeited to and declared to be the property
of the state. L'and hereafter conveyed to
Or for the use of aliens in violation of the·
constitution or of this act shall thereby be
forfeited to and become the property of the
state., .

S:mc'rION 3. An alien is not qualified to
be trustee under a will, executor, adminis..
trator or guardian, if any part of the estatf: .
is land; Provided, An alien now lawfully
~lCting in any such capacity may continuf:
.-for not more than two years.

SECTION 4. If hereafter an alien acquire
'.land by inheritance or in good faith either
-nnder mortgage· or in the ordinary course of
j{1stice in the collection of debts, and, remain­
ing an alieri, hold the same for more tha.n
twelve years from the date title was so ac-
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quired or control or possession taken, the
land shall be forfeited to the state;

SECTION 5. If an alien claiming or hold·
ing under a mortgage has control, possess­
ion, use or enjoyment of the mortgaged land,
the obligation secured by the mortgage shall
be deemed matured and the mortgage shall
be foreclosed; and if the land be not sold
under foreclosure within three years after
the alien has obtained control, possession,
use or enjoyment, the mortgage and the ob­
ligation thereby secured shall be forfeited
to the state and shall be foreclosed for the
use of the state.

SECTION 6. Unless an alien who has de­
clared his intention to become i citizen of
the United States be admitted to citizenship
within seven years after his declaration was
made, it shall be presumed that he declared
his intention in bad faith. .

8ECTION 7. Whoever
(a) Knowingly transfers or conveys land

or title to land to an alien; or
(b) Knowingly takes land or title to land

in trust for an alien; or
(c) Holding in trust for an alien land or

title to land, either heretofore or hereafter
acquired, fails for thirty days after acquir­
ing knowledge or notice that he holds in trust
for an alien to disclose the fact to the at
torney general or to the prosecuting at­
torney of the county where the land is sit­
uated; or

(d) Being an alien and having title to
land or control, possession, use or enjoy­
llJent of land, '.vhether heretofore or here­
after acquired, refuses to disclose to the at­
torney general or the prosecuting attorney
of the county whertl the land is situated the
nature and extent of his interest in and
title to the land; or

(e) Being an officer or agent of a cor­
poration or other organized group of persons
which has title to land or control, possess-
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ion, use or enjoyment of land, whether
heretofore or hereafter acquired, refuses to
disclose to the attorney general or the pros­
ecuting attorney of the county where the
land is situated the nature and extent of
the interest of persons not citizens of the
United States in the corporation or other
organized group of persons; or

(f) Being an officer or agent of a corpor­
ation or other organized group of persons
which holds in trust for an alien title to
land or control or possession of land,
whether heretofore or hereafter acquired, re­
fuses to disclose to the attorney general or
the prosecuting· attorney of the count)',
where the land is situated the nature and ex­
tent of the alien's interest in and title to the
land; or

(g) Wilfully counsels, aids or abets an­
other in violation of or evading this act.
Is guilty of a gross misdemeanor.

SECTION 8. It shall be the dut:\' of the
attorney general and of the prosecuting at­
tornevs of the several counties to enforce
this ;ct, and or the attorney general to di­
rect and control its enforcemcnt.

SECTION 9. Property forfeited to the
state by this act shall inure to the perman·
ent common school fund and be managed
and rlisposed of accordingly.

SEC'l'lON 10. This act shall not impair
any title or right heretofore or hereafter
acquired frol11 or derived through an alien
in good faith and for value by a person not
under an alien's disability.

SECTION 11. If any section or p'rovision
of this act shall be adjudged to be invalid
or unconstitutional, such adjudication shall
not effect the validity of the act as a ·whole
or any section, provision or part thereof 110t

adjudged invalid or unconstitutional.
SEC'rION 12. Sections 8775 and 8776 of

Remington & Ballinger's Annotated Codes
and Statutes of 'Washington are hereby re­
pealed.

96
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HOUSE BILL NO. 70

Passed the House ~eb. 16, 1923
Passed the Senate Feb. 28, 1923
Approved by the Governor March 10, 1923

AN ACT

Relating to the rights and disabilities of aliens with
reslJect to lands and amending cha.l?teJ; 50 of the laws of 1921.

BE IT ElTACTED BY THB LEGISLATURE 0]1 TEE STATE OF WASHIlTGTOlT:

Section 1. That Chapter 50 of the Laws of 1921 be amend­
ed by adding thereto a new section to be known as Section 2a
(Section 10582 of Remington's Compiled statutes) to read as
follo VIS:

Section 2a. If an owner of land knOWingly oonvey to or
create in an alien an estate or intorest therein less than
his own, tho state, instead of taking the lesser estate or
interest, ma;:,r taka its value out of the greater estate, and
snch value may b C3 detarmined and be charged upon and I'ecovered
out of tho greater estate in an equitable [!,ction.

Section 2. That Chaj?ter 50 of the Laws of 19i-U be :fur­
ther amended by adding thereto a now section to be J::nown as
Section 2b (1-582 b of Remington's CompilecL Statutes) to read
as fa llows:

Section 2b. If a minor child of an alion hold title to
lanel heretobefo ro or hereaft8T acquired, it shall be presumed
that he holds in trust for tho alien.
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TIr, ~!,JEJ S"UP I,,".,RIOP, COTT?,m_ 0;:" rn'~-"" ciffi' r',", ~ ":rA:J..~"- _ • U,:,Yl'..'!'.L M >::>1;.q,,1.i!1 OJ:!' II, ,: SHIIJ GTON JPOR KIlJG
COUlTTY

STATE OF VLiSHINGTON,
Plaintiff,

C01.D::'LAI.NT,

No. 159'"101

Defendants

vs.

)
)
)
)
)

K. OrillEO and K. O:OUBO, his wife )
and KISCHIO ARAI arid J.illn; DOE AHA I , )
(whor:Je true name is unknown) his )
wife. )

)

COITB:s no\v the lJlll.:Intiff, state of Ylashingtoll, by Ma leolm
Douglas, Pro se euting Attorne;yr for King County, \'1ashington,
and fo r eau.se of act ion, aga inst the defollclants, and. each of
them, states snd. alleges as follows, to-vJit:

'-4

I.

That at all times herein mentioned sEdd K. Okubo and K.
Okubo weI'S and now are husband and Wife, and that said. Kise.hio
Arai and ,T~1ne Doe Arai (whose true name is UnY>..IlOrm) Viere and
now are husband and wife.

II.

That all 0 f said defendants are aLlons \'!ho have not de­
clared their intention to become citizens of the United States,
to-wit, all of said defJnclants aTe subjects of the Empire of
JnlJ an.

III.

That tho West twenty-t,TO (22) ac::ces of th9 northeast
Qual'tar (:DIN?;) of the lTorthviest Quarter (InV":t) of Section Six
( 6), Township 'l'v!8nty- two ( 22), lTo r:,th, Range :rhrs e (3) E:;:~st,

W.N£. if; wi thin Kine County, WaSc'lingt on, and is agricultural
land and callable of being used only ancl solely :for agricl1.1­
tural and general farming purposes.

IV.

That heretofore said K. Okubo antl K. Oku110, his 'Wife,
aCe! uired title to said land 1');;/ l')urchecse and in violation of
th~ Constitution of the state of Washington, that On or about
June 3 1921 said K. 0};:u1JO ancl K. Okubo his '{fife, attempted.

, , "" 0. '~t + \ d -"> ", .', "t I;·" C! C'l "0 ~ r" I" •to convev saicl lantL 0.2J~ ceeL 0 .... 110 e.U3~il~Lal.l "-Iv 11 l:l. w, ,

that the;e was no actual consideration for said de8~.and said
rl ~·r-',qccl"'nt Kisehio .Al'ai has no actual interest in sala. land
\...L v ...... - .l.. Q )",. . . _ • J "".'~ 0'· '"l d
Oth:3T than that stated in said deed; that salCL 1\:.. KUDO an



101

K. Okubo, his vlife, a:ce in aotual possession and occupation
of said lancl and are the sole parties j_nt3:tClstod thol'ein;
that pursuant to tho Constitution and statutes of the Stato
of Washington said land. is forfeited and escheated to .the
Flaintiff herein.

WHl~m'{]FO:'E, plaintiff, 'prays that this cOUl~t onter its
dearo,,) heroin d.eo1aring said land £o1'£oi ted and escheated to
tl~ state of Washington, pursuant to law, and that the def­
endants have 110 right, title or interest .theTein.

liI1?LCOLI./I lX) UG1AS

EVHIW D. COLVIn

STATE OF \VASHIITGTON)
) SSe

OOUnTY OF KING )

LL!\..LCOLH DOUGIJAS, being :fiTst clu.ly swaTn upon oath de­
poses anll says:

That he is ?rosecutinf, Attorney o:f Kinf, Coun1W, Washing­
ton and makes this varii·ication for and on behalf of the
.fJlainti if .::tS J.:rosecuting Attorne.:l of King Cou;:cty, /iashington;
that he has l'ead the fo:cegoing complaint, knOY-II:; the oontents
thoreof ancL belioves the same to be true.

Subsoribed and sworn to before me this
14th day of Juno, 1922.

Arthur l:g.;johramm, Jr.

Notary Eublio in and for
the state of Washington,
residing at Seattle.
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ITo. 19173

Dog artr.nont One

STATE OF WA;3HIltGTOlJ,

Appellant,.

v.

RYOTOH FJ.m ITA and. OHIYO
10m.ITA, his wife, and
EIJTEIlPl~ISE IITVES~1I!I.EIrrI' CO.,
'-l C 0 1'1) 0 ration,

HeslJondents,

VlES'l'BHH Al.:UilRICA RI~.AIJTY CO.,
a corporation,

Defendant,

)
)

~
)
)
)
}
)
)
)
)
)
}
)
}
)

]lil ed lTov. 3 , 1925.

The stato brings this action for the purpose of osclleat-

inc:; soven and one-half ac:1'os of land in Kj.ng county vvhich it

claims is owned by R:;roton Kurita, an alien, \'1ho hilS not cLe-

elared his intention of becoming a ci tj.zen of the Uni tod

states. r:L' he trial was to the couTt without a .jury and re-

SLll ted in a judgment dismissing the action from which the

state appeals.

The land in question is suitable for agricultural pur-

poses and is located. Ek)proxirnate1y two miles east of Lake

Ylashington. On October 27, 1909, W. E. Conway and Wife, be-

. ing then the owners, . contracted to sell the se ven and one-

half acres of land to Kuri ta who was then and. was at the

time of the trial a subject of the Emperor of Japan. The

purchase price was $2,500.00, $1,000.00 of which wus paid at
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the time an(l the balance in annual installments of ;i~250.00

each. On Illarch 25, 1911, the COllWa~TS deeded tho land sUb-

ject to the contract to W. E. GreenwaJi·. Grc)onwa;y held it

for 8.j)JI1'oxi'late 1 '7 two 'Tears V'J"nen he ,....., nVvClHAd l' t i~O ',frs 1'.T ~
v u " . v..} ti ...... v .b.;. • .L.:-. 1'1..

Young SUbject to the contract. On June 29, 1916, Mrs. Young

conve;/:3d it to the Mounta in Vie\"! Agricultural Oompany, a 001'-

IJoration. .'1.11 of the installments on tho contract wer'e paid

oi thor to Conwa~v, GreenVi'"d.Y or to IJ1~S. Young, the last install_

ment being paid in Juno, 1915. It a.!:-)l)ears that vrhen this

PUS'r:aent became due Kurita was unable to rna et it and for this
'''I

purpo se he SOUgJl t money from the lJountain Vi evr ·Agricul tural

Corn:pany. Ho assigneo. his contract to that corporation, 1'8-

cei ved $800.00 in cash which was secured by a fi:cst mortgage

to Agnes Feeney out of vlhieh he paid the ~~250.00 installment

am took a second mortgage for ;~2,500.00. Shortly after

this transaction he wi tn his :family moved off the lanel and

for a nu.mb::;r of' yoars he worked in a sawmill at Snoquc:.lmie.

At that time the officers o:f the Uountain View AgriCUltural

COffil)uny were fellov:! countrymen of Kurita. At. the time of the

trial these mon Vlere in JUljcln and had been for some t iEW.

Kuri ta paid the ta...xes on the lanel until the yoar 1915. The

mOJ.~tgage :for ~~2, 500.00 lJrovided against a dofi c iancy j ud.gment.

Upon this mortgage some interest 2ayments were made. On .1\18.;;'7"

29, 1919, the M:ountain Vi 9W Lgricul tnra1 Comgany conve;;red the

land in cmestion to the Yiestarn America Hoalt;;,r Company, a

co :c.Joration a TgLilli zod nncle1~ the 1"''.\7s of "- .01"18 s tete of shing-

ton of vlhich '(falter A. Keene VIaS thC1 sole stockholder with
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the exoG.ption of oertain qualifJiing shal~es for the other o:t:..

fioers. On Llay 2, 1921,

conveyed the land to the Enterl:Jl'ise Invest:TJent Company, a

oorporation of which rIr. Keene was the sole stockholder as in

the other oorporation. On the same day KUI'ita made a qui t-

olair:l deed to the Enterpl'ise Investment Com.pany. On Ua;y 2,

1921, the EntoTp:cise Investment Company ve a mo rtgage to

the \'lestern America Realty Company fOI' the sum of ;MJ2,OOO.OO

and ache ck 'I,'lhich rno rtgage was assigned to Ku-

~ t d 1 . d t' Ji.e r.:o r' 0r~ a an 18 recelve one ~~O .U • 306n thereaftor the West-

ern Arne rica Rea Ity Company was dis 5.ri"corpo1'ated , In January,

1921, b~r the J.]8::an is sian of lil1'. Keene Kurita 'c'.' ent into pos-

session of the land and later took a lease on it for two

:,-'ears. He vacated the "pro.pert~7 again in Novembor, 192.3.

Tho quostion to be determined is '.'Jhethe1' the Mountain

VieVI Agricultural COflll.Jany took ti tle to tho lane. in good.

fai th and whether the title was so held by the EnterJ)rise

Investmont COHljjan:7. In othor words, was Kurita the real

oVlller of ths J)rOpert~T anc1 these Corl)Orations mere dvrl1mies for

"the IJUTpOSe of 110 ld.in~' tho ti tle for gn alien and thJI'ollY

ci1'cnmventing section ss of article 2 of the constitution of

this state? The question presented. is ono of fact. The

state in its brief invites us to adopt as a premise the 8ar-

lier declarations of this COUI't to the effect that it was

.. h . t t· ..p t., C 011Stl' tutl·on~l 'u T'O VI· s'ion referred to toc_ e In en -lon 0.J.. "\JUG - ... -

J:?l'ohibi t the owne1'shifi of lancl by aliens and. lIthat it should

be frohibi ted despite of subterfuges which might be resorted
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to by aliens for the PU11Joseof becoming: such owneTs; and vIe

have already seen the wisd.om of the ma};:ers of the 00118titu-

tion in clothing thh; article in langaage Ylhicll is so plain

that it is not susceptible of judicial construction." Ylin-

ston v. Hudson Land Co., 19 Wash. 85, 52 Pac. 574. Also,

that in cases li}:e thi s the original purpo se must not have

been to acguire title to tho lands uncC_e r the guise tl of a

rno rtgage loan but must have been in goocl fai tIl to ~nake the

loan as a loan, and the mortgage taken as an inciclent merely

to secure its.l)ayment, and the land acquired in good faith
''I

thereunder." Oregon Mortgage Co. v. 'Carstens, 16 Wash. 165,

47 Pac. 421. Wi th trw doctrine of these two decisions vIe

are fully in accord. If the alien is hollling the land in

violation of tho constitutional provision against such owner-

ship this amounts to a fl'aud and in such cases the rules ap-

plical)le to fraud should be applied. State v. Kosai, 33

Wash. Dec. 28? It mayJe well to here recayitulate some of

the v1ell knorl'n propositions of law as alJlJlied to fraud cases.

As a general rule the presrun.ption of law is that men act

han est1y ancl no t fraudulentlY. Fraud is neVC31' IJ resumed. and

must be established b.y c1ea.r and convincing proof. It is

not necessary that theTa be direct and positive proof of

f::::aud but it ma~T be inferred fl~om circ11ffistances and it can

not be established by meTe suspicion or' conjecture. Where

the facts and circumstances are lavvful i.n themsel vas and con-

sistent VIi til an honest .pur20se 21'00:[ of fraud j.s wanting.
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Pederson v. Seattle, Etc., StreetRy. Co., 6 Wash. 202, 33

Pac. 351; Tacoma v. Tacoma Light & Power Co., 16 WEish. 288,

47 Pac. 738; Hath v. Oregon R. & N. Co.; 72 Wash. 664, 131

Pac. Pac. 251; Jarvis v. Ireland, 89 Wasg. 286, 154 Pac. 455;

Dunlap v. Seattle National Bank, 93 VbJsh. 56B, 161 Pac. 364.

In the :p rese nt case th ere is no dil'ect 0 r posi tivs evidence

that the transaction was not one in good. fai tho There is

no conflict in the evidence. The direct eViclence, so far

as it goes, supports the good faith of the transaction. If

fraud is to be found it must be inferred from th8 facts as

."they appear in the record but when all the facts are taken

into conside:ration we have been unable to find anything v/hi.oll

is not consistent with an honest purpose. The appellant
"

l?oints out slJecifically certain facts and argues from these

that the transaction was not in good faith. The point made

about acce2ting mortgages fOT ~~2,OOO.OO and :~250.00 cD~sh in

lieu of a ;;!~2, 500.00 mOl'tgae;e W",S 8:z±ilainecl by Kurita by say-

ing that he had lost his other mortgage and he thought best

to se ttl e the tranEaction in thi sway. It is true that all

t:18 conv8.)rances had been made a mattor of record belt this

was a fact of which Kurita was not cogn:i.zant. He, of course,

vms the chief wi tness, lEI'. Keene having died some time .prior

to t:r18 trial. Kurita testified through an int3I'preter. The

state argues that he is more inteLligent than he pratanded

and IJl'ooably in his behalf his illiteracy is somoviThat empha­

sized. In any event at the testimony 8.ii}?GarS in the record

th f>' 1" J> <:1 'Yl ~·\'·I'l",,,,..poI~e

t .- t' ~- -;t- ~ C' 1'1"\"01'" V 0'" oe 181- c.L.J.,,_ V". ,.. .1. ,"~-Vie caW10 say nat.. -'- _L..., C.l.J.' - " ~,
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The final transaction took place ShOl~tly before what is

k:nOVil:l as the Alien Lancl Law passed by the legislatu:re at the

1921 session took effect, but, as stated in state v. Kosai,

SUIJra, an ali'3n had a T1ri;:;htto di.s,poso of property, either

by gift or sale, up to the time the state proceeded to e s-

cheat it under the alien land law. We have so held in a

number of cases."

Some questions are p:cesented uJ)on the rUlings 0 f the

trial cou:ct in receiving and 1"13 j ecting eVidence 'but we find

no 01"1"01' in this regard. r.rhe case haVing boon t:l:'iod without

a jury this court Ylill disregard any evidence that it ma;7 deem

imras torial. AS to thG re j e cted evidence had j_ t been admitted

it would not have changed the result. It is not to be in-

ferred fl'Ol11 this tJlat we think the trial court erroneously

rejected legal eVidence.

The judgment will be affirmed.

LIain, J.

We concur:

parker J

Holcomb J
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(Tolman, C. ~., dissenting)

I agree vlith the majority that the:to is involved h'3re

a qU'Jstion of fact onl~T, and, that fact is the good faj,th or

the fraudulent intent of the 1) artios concerned.

I also agree that, £ra\1,l is llOV3r presllrl18d and mu.st be

established by clear amI convincing l.)~c'oof, but that di:?:'oct and

i!ositiva J?roof 0 f fraucl is seldem obtainalJle and :~ t may l)e j,n-

ferred from the circumstances.

MS reading of thi s l'eoord convinc os me bO:Tond all doubt,.,
that in tlds case the fraudulent purpo so was as claarlJ! es-

tablishad as it is humanly possible to est ab lish any fac t

wl1Gre the farties concJrned deny or seek to conceal :i.t. I

cannot read tlla rocord (1.otailing the vermiculation indUlged

in 'Ivi thout roaching the cOl1vi ction that the On12/ purpos e was

to avoid 0 l' violate tho Alien Lan(1 JJav'l.

I thorofore dissent.

trolman C. J.
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FOR KING COUNTY

'STATE O:B1 W.t:l.:3HIHGT ON ,
Plaintiff.

lIO.-----

Defendant.

v.

)
)
)
)
)

SE2TGURO HIYOSHI and HARU IHYOSHI, )
his wifo; HENRY T4liCISHI MIYOSHI, '
a minor, anci E. H. GUIlJ, as Guarclian ~
of said MJ:'TRY rrAKISIU IUYOSHI, a minor, ancl )
THE PIRST nAT IONAL BAlTK OF KEITT, a corljO- )
ration organized under the National )
BanJ:ing Laws, )

)

",

Comes now the IJlaintiff, state of Wn.shington, l)y Malcolm
Douglas as Prosecuting Attorne;'7 of King County, and for cause
of action against the above namecl defendants, and each of
them, states and alleges as follows, to-wit:

I.

'rhe. t the dof'3ncl.ants Senguro lEij70shi and Haru IJIiyoshi
are gnd rle~::e at all times herein mentioned hllBo,"nd and Wife,
and they, and onch of them, aro aliens, beiu:; oitizons and
stlbjoots of tho Em.pi!'.) of Japan, ancL n'3i thor of them has in
P~OOQ, fai th de 0 lared hi s or her intention to 'beo orne a citi z en
6f the United states.

II.

That the defondant Honr;)7 I:Cakishi IlJ:iyoshi is, as this
lliainti:i::l', its officers and. agents ar3 informcKl, vt3rily be­
lieve and so allege the fact to be, a son of tho defendants
Senguro iliyoshi and naru Miyoshi, his wife, of the age of
about seven (7) yean:3, and tho defendant E. II. Guie is the
d.u.l v a-ulJointJd qualified and actiu£( p:uardian of the said

iJ,l;.l; ,. '-'-~

rn l' , . '-' ,.minor, Henry ~a~lsal hlyosnl.

III.

That the Inrst National Bdnk of T=ent is Q COl'lJO ration
organized and existing under and by virtue of the national
ballldnR' lavis of the Uni ted SL;ates and is locat eel, si tuated.
and d. oing bnsinesi3 in the town of .Kent, King Count;,/, WEcsh5.ng-
ton.
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IV.

That the following described real IJrope rty, to-·wi t:

Part of J.Jot 30 of tho unrecorded 1:Jlat of V7hi te
River Valley Homo Tracts" being the south 363.92
fee t of said lot, excepting th aI'efrom th J east io
feet thereof, which said property is also more
slJe cifically descTibed as fa 110V18 , to-vii t:

Beginning at a :point which is 754 feet 1JI8St orly
of the southeast corner of the vr. A. Cox donation
claitn, in Section 31, TownshiIl 22 Horth, Range 5
Eustof the H.M., which IJoint is the .point of in­
tersection of the westerly marginal line of the
county road and tho so utherly boundary line 0 f the
said d-::>nation claim; run thence along the 1i!esterly
line of said county read north 8 0 12' west 219,59
feet; thence continuing along the vvestorly line
of said county road north 300 26' west 94.81 feet;
thenc e continuing along th';} VI8sterly line of said
county road north 380 3' west 84.75 feet; thence
leaVing said county road. an.d running north 89 0 4'
west 526.7 fast; thence south 30 9' west 363.92
foet; thence south 89 0 4' east 678.09 feet to the
point of beginning.

situated in King County, state of w8shington is agri-
cui tural laml now being used and oapablo of being uSGet sololy
for agrioul tural i)urpoSes, and the same does not contain any
valuable d e.LJosi ts of mineral s, me tals, iron, C la;7 or fir eclay,
nor j.s tIn same, 01' an~T pari; th'H8of, being used or necessary
to be used for the location of an~T mills or machinery used in
the deve l0.1:)ment tho l'eof 01' the manufacture of ,vrOCllJ.c ts there­
from.

v.
'J1llU,t on or about the ~~5th day of August, 1920, the de­

fendants 3eugnro lli;')Toshi and Haru 11i;)'0 shi, his vrife, acgu ired
ti tle a.nd became the owners of the 1anel described in IJara­
gra1?h IV hereof from one' l)lred Bo ck and wife, by rJ\1l'chase,
contrary to and in violation of the provisions of Article II
Para. 33 of the Consti tution of the state of Wasll:lngton, anc1
for the PUrl)O se and. wi tll the intent of evading said Ijrovision
of the Constitution of the state of Washington had the deed
to sai(l land made in' the name of the minor, Henry Takishi
Hivoshi' that as thisulaintif'f, its officers and 8.Fonts are
~._ IJ ,-, ""'" .-J

informed, veri1~,i believe and. so alloge the :fact to be, the
,)UrChaS8 price and. consid'3rat ion runrdng from said Senguro
~ivoshi and Earu Hiyoshi, his Wife, to said Fred Bock and
~::l' ~.J.."'" 'i'r's Ti1iftv- five Hundr()(l Do llars (85500.00), .paid fiart

1;" v, ...~.... v .j

iD c,:l,sh and. part by, a mortgage which, IJurSuant to an. agree-
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ment between tl~ parties thereto was theretofore executed bv
said~l~ed :~ock anet 'wife to the First Hational Bank of Kent, oJ

,a cc rJ:lOratlon, one of the defoncJ.allts narned herein, vlhich
said mortgage covered, the land. hereinbefo:'E) described and
w~"ts gi V? 11 ~o secure a promissor;y note of equal arnount thereto,
slgned O~" 'uhe defendant ~3er..guro Miyoshi; tllat the 8xGclJ,tion
oi', said deed b;)r said Fred :Bock and. wife to said minor Renr~T
m " ',' 'r' h' 1). , 0'1'lalGSill lcllYO s l, am t~lO ,axe cution of said rnortgage by said
Bock and Wife and said note'o;)! S'8nguro 1.Ti;;,oshi to the defen­
dant The First ITational Bank of Kent, a corporation, was j;Jro­
cured and made by said SengurotIiJ'o shi ancl Haru IH':;70Shi, his
Wife, and the First national' Bank of Kent, a cO::'poration, Ior
tho Fur.pose of aid:l.ng, abetting 1'..uld assistinc' the saitl Sengaro
Miyoshi, and Haru LU.•yoshi, his Wife, in '~lCci.uiring title and
ownership of said land in Violation of :Para. 33, Article II
a f the Consti tution of the state of Washingt on.

VI.

That further, as a 'part of the Bubterfuge whereby said
3enguro Mi;)70 shi and. Haru tiIi;)TO shi, his wife, attempted to ac­
quil'e and ho lel said lancl in violat ion of the Consti tv.tion 0 f
tho state 0 f Washington there was made and executed by the
guardian of s 8.id Henry Takishi I:.Ii;~loshi, a lease covo ring said
land in favor o,f said defendants Songuro Mi;s:roshi and Haru
Uiyoshi, his Wife, for a period of seven (7) years from the
6th day of June, 1921, which said lease is recorded in Vol.
42 of Leases, at .page 576.

VII.

That said defendants Senguro liliyoshi and Haru Ili~roshi,

hi S vlife, do nOVi own said lancl and ho Id ti tle the reto and do
have an i,nterest theroin and right to tho control, possess ion,
use, enjoymant, rents, issues and lJrofits thereof, subject to
and contra:t:.,' to the provisions of 33, Article II of the 0011­
sti tution 0 f the state of Washington, B11G. Chaptil' f30 0 f the
Act of th8 Legislature of the State of Washington for 1921,
anti lJur~JUant to s ai.d cons ti tutional .J1'0 vision ancl the pro­
visions a f ~)[lid Chal!ter 50 of the LaVIS of 1921, said lancl an(l
the title thereto h2s escheated to the State of Washington,
ancl that the interest if any there be, of any and aLl of the
defendants named herein, is inferior, subseo,-uent and subor­
dinate to the interest of the state of Washington.

H~~BRBFORZ this .t,laintiff prays that this court may ente l'

its decree herein declaring said land ancl tll'] 1'111010 thoreof to
i- '" Cl ' '1 ted to tho state 0 f Washington, and that the same
...laVa ~scne"" . t t' .... ..!- .1. ,... "Ie ,". 1 'tOlJ"lr'S'J<>ntshall be decl~eed to belong ·0 -ne i)ua,lJ'3 OI \dSlll!.g ... l' :r: c.,,"

to the Consti tuti on and the statutes in slwh _case ~nade. an~
.i!J:'ovid,gd, and t.hat~:1Ch ancl all of the de:Ee1:lctal1ts llerOll1 oe
decreed to have no,
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IN TEE SUJ:?EIUOE COUH:'P 01Pl'BE STATJ~ OJ? rU.SHIITGTOrr 1Hl}i :(1'1'1(,'.COUlITY - ~- -"- ."

SI'AI1J:j 0]' VL\SHIHGT01:T )
)

l.Jlaintiff, )
)

vs. )
)

GEORGE MOT01UiTSU and )
ISHI l.IOTOLIATSU, hi s VIi fe, . )

)
Defendants. )

ITO •

COHPLAIHT

Comes noV! the ljlaintiff and for cause of action aF~ainst

the defendants and each of thom and alleges as follows ~ to­
vii t:

I.

That the foJ_lovring clescribed 1ancl, to-vlit:

The East half. (E~-) of tho SouthV!8St Quarter (S72~) allcl
t .' ~ '4

th') West half (vr1~) of the Southeast quartol~ (S:r~-) of Section
Eleven (11) and the Uorthvi8st quarter (HVVi) of the iToTtheast
quarter (NE-}) of the Northwest quarteT (lnvA) of Sectioll
Fourteen (14), all in Township Twenty-six (26) North, Range
Six (G)E~.st, containing two hu::.cl.red and. forty (240) acres,
mo re 0 r 1 ess •

lies Vii thin King Oounty, state of Vhlshington, and is agri­
(;ul tural land used and capable of boing used solely for agri­
cultural pur:poses; that the same does not contain any valua­
ble delJo si ts of minorals, metals, iron, co alar fi reclay, or
any a f the prod no uS thel'eof•

. II.

That this :plaintiff, its of:Eicers and ag'ents, are in­
formed, verily boliove and so allege the fact to be, that
the defend.ants, George Motomatsu and Ishi llotornatsu, are and
VleI'e at all times heTein mentioned. husbancl and. wife.

III.

This _l)laintiff, its offioors and agents, are in~orm9~,
verily believe and. so allege the fact to be, that sald deIen­
dante, George Hotomatsu auct Ishi I!Iotomatsu, his wifs, and
each of them, are aliens, to-wit--that they, and each of them
are ci tizons a aCt subj ects of the EmlJi re of JaJ.jan gild neither

_~.J
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of them has in good f~th declared his or her intention to
become a citizen of the United States.

IV.

That said ctefendan ts, ana. each 0 f them, on 01' ab ant the
6th day of June, 1921, did make am1 enter into a cartain
written contract, lease and chattel rnortgage 'Ivi th John Joyce
and Emma Joyce, husl)and. and wife, which said contract, 1 eas e
auel chattel mortgage was filed for record' in the 0 ffice of
the Auditor of King County, Washington, on or about the 9th
day of June, 1921, ancl a copy thereof, marked :tixhibit "At!
is hereunto attached and by :c eference thereto mao.e a j?art
hereof as fUlIJl and as completely as if sot out in full here­
in.

v.
That by virtue of said contract, lease and chattel

mortgage referred to in the last l)l'eC\eding paragraph, said
defendants, and each of them, nOVi have title to and interes t
in and own the land described in paragraph I hereof, and
said defendants, and each of them, do have a right to the
control, possession, use, 8njO;):'n18l1t, rents, issues, profits,
and the right to the bellofi t ill the land descrilJed in para­
Dl~aljh I hereof, as more fully appears from said contract,
lease and chattel mortgage, a copy of which is hereunto at­
tached and marked Exhibit If A" •

VI.

That tho right, title and interest of the defendants
in said land, as hereinbefore set out, is subjoct to the Fro­
visions of Chal.Jter 50 of the Sessions Laws of 1921, of the
state of Washingt on, and is held 'by said defendants in vio­
lation thereof and b;r r01:I.80n thereof all right, title and
interest of said defendants, and each of them, herein re­
ferred to has escheated to the state of Washington.

mIER}~:&'ORE, this l.Jlaintiff 'prays tha t this Honorable
Court do enter its decree herein declaring all the right,
title and interest of said de:fendants, and sacb, of thera, in
tile land ',~lerein described escheated to the State of Washing­
ton, and that the interest of said defendants, and each of
them, be vested in the state of Washington, and that said
defendants and each of them, be forever barre~ II'om eX~7­
cising any right, title, control, use, possesslon, beneIl t
or interest in said land, or any 2a~t thereof, an~.t~at
this plaintiff do have and recover Its costs and QISQUrSe-
ments herein incurred.
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MAIJCOLM: DOUGLAS

mUNG D. COI,VIH

Attorneys for Ilaintif~.

STATE OF WASHINGTON )
) SSe

COUNTY 0 F KING . )

MALCOLI,I DOUGLAS, being first duly sworn upon oath (le­
poses and says:

That he is Prosecuting Attorney of King Oount;y~, state
of Washington, that he has read the foregoing complaint,
knows the contents thereof, and believes the SaIDe to be
true.

Subscribed and sworn to before me
this 14th day of February, 1924

CLINTON A. BOUCHER

Notary PUblic, etc.

M.ALCOLj,! .!JOUGLAS
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Constitution of United statss.

Constitution of the state of Jashington.

lTorth.1N8st ,AL1'3rican Ja-,,'olLJseADsociat~Lon: Collection
of Decisions of U.S. i:3u:UTerno Court, Seattle,
Jashington, 1924.

lTol~tll\vest Ame:r:ican J8,:,-'~~'tllOSe ,iSfwc:i,ati on: Outline
I{isto~y of Ja~an8se ?8o~le in ITorthw8st, 1923.

U.3. ]\11'81.:111. of (;onSlU'j: }'arm :'ol.;ulation of ,J813cted
CountiCls, 1920.

lforthl,~:e8t Amorican Ja>an'jS9
Affectinc Jn~nn18e in
the Association, 1924.

Association: Land Dasns
shinston. On fila at

<Ta1;[1:13S0 COllfJul-Gsnn'al, dan ?Tancisco: DOC;\ll',1:3nta1
;Ii:::;tory Aff'3ctinC' T81"1.1'1')[38 in tr.3., VOlUinG II,
19::25.

1\100:n8 }'1.(,an(188 .\.8soc:iation: .:ort of ')'aconvl, 1;34
~aS88, Tacoma, JcshinGton, 1922.

lTol·tll',~!e8t Al:wri.ca;l ,)8..1:.an-1s8 A.8socia tion: :Sl:tsin(~ss

Statistics, 1922-1925. On fils at the Associ­
ation, Sea ttlo ,.!:.:,shington.

u.s. Consus, Volumes II and III, 1920.

, ~

Lie
. , . I·.L . ",.-,·,'.,0 li-E. and ~ob0rt 00011d3e. Cnlnose milllpraGlon, _ v

"; C;om.!:)an~~, lJev:! Yor}:, 1909.
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