Program Note
PTANISMUS

Diane Thome

PIANISMUS was written out of my own experience as a
pianist, with an almost nostalgic look backward at the
great repertoire in the tonal tradition including such
variation forms as those of Haydn, Schumann and Brahms,
and with an admiring sidelong glance at some outstand-
ing 20th century contributions of Debussy, Carter, and
Copland. The title was suggested by a friend who,

upon hearing an informal performance shortly after the
work was completed, remarked upon its evocation of
pianistic qualities. The piece identifies itself with
classical traditions in its adherence to conventional
performance techniques and formally comprises a theme,
ten variations, and a finale. Compesed in July-August,
1982, it received its world premiere in France at the
Ecole Nationale Claude Debussy in March 1983.
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