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2.8 Exercises

A. Sets of Common Words

Most of the following words, when read aloud in sets, will not require
dictionary look-up. A few sets appear with Latin equivalents—of which the
01d English forms were originally glosses—when the Latin form, or a subsequent
borrowing of the Latin (or related) form into English, should be familiar.

l.an .- --- -
twa, twegen @ ----- - ----
pry, preo préotyne prittig
feower feowertyne feowertig
fif fiftyne fiftig
six syxtyne syxtig
seofon seofontyne hundseofontig
eahta eahtatyne hundeahtatig
nigon nigontyne hundnigontig
tyn twentig hundtéontig
endleofan an ond tweéntig - ----
twelf (ond swa for¥) pisend

2. seforma = ----- anfeald
seoer 000 ----- twyfeald
se pridda se préoteoba Bryfeald
se feowerda se feowerteoda feowerfeald
se fifta se fifteoda fiffeald
se sixta se syxteoda syxfeald
se seofoda se seofontéoda seofonfeald
se eahteoba se eahtatéoba eahtafeald
se nigoda se nigonteoda nigonfeald
se teofa 0 ----- tynfeald
se endleofta @ ----- - ----
se twelfta (ond swa for®) twéntigfeald
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gearhc annuus ‘yearly’ for twam gearum, biennium
twywintre biennis twegra geara fyrst
prywintre triennis préora geara fyrst triennium
feowerwintre  quadriennis feower geara fyrst quadrennium
fifwintre quinquennis
twyfete bipes
pryfete tripes
fyperfete,

feowerfete*  quadrupes
Sunnandzeg Monandaeg Tiwesdaeg Wodnesdaeg
Sunnan®fen** Monan&fen Tiwesniht Waodnesniht
Sunnanniht** Monanniht
Dunresdaeg Frigedag Saterdag
Dunresniht Frigeniht Saterniht
feeder pater sunu filius
modor mater dohtor filia
ealda fader auus bro¥or frater
pridda feeder  abauus sweoster soror
stéopfader stéopsunu
steopmodor steopdohtor
fostorfaeder fostorcild
fostormodor fostorsweoster
fostorland fostorling

Siblinge affinis vel consanguineus

*Also, Loc-hwat habbe tyn fot decempes ‘Whatever may have ten feet.’

**Sunnan®fen ‘Saturday evening,” Sunnanniht ‘Saturday night.’ Also, Sunnaniihta

‘dawn of Sunday morning,” Sunnanmergen ‘Sunday morning.’



lim
heafod
breegen
hnecca
foreweard
heafod
nosu

h&r
eare
ansyn
€age
mud
weler
tob
tunge
goma
brotu
¢inn

beard

punor
liget
T€N, Tegn
snaw
hagol
forst
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Lyft
wind
weder
scur
storm
renboga
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membrum
caput
cerebrum
ceruir

frons
nasus vel
naris
capillus
auris
facies
oculus
0s
labium
dens
lingua
palatum
guttur
mentum
barba

tonitruum
fulgor
pluuia

niz
grando
gelu
glacies
aer
uentus
aura
nimbus
procella
yris vel arcus

bréost
heorte
maga
blad
flEsc
hyd
sculdra
hrycg
earm
elboga
hand
finger
naegel
duma
side
ribb
peoh
hype
Ccneow
scinban

deeg

niht
merigen
&fen
wucu
monad
lencten
sumor
haerfest
winter
todeeg
gyrstandaeg
wic-da=g
to-morgen

pectus
cor
stomachus
sanguis
caro
cutis
scapula
dorsum
brachium
ulna
manus
digitus
unguis
pollex
latus
costa
femur
clunis
genu
tibia

dies

nozx

mane
uesperum
ebdomada
mensis
uer
aestas
autumnus
hiems
hodie

heri
‘weekday’
‘tomorrow’
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B. Patterns and Contrasts of Sounds

1. Vowel Contrasts. (a) Practice pronouncing the following pairs of
forms. (b) Consult a dictionary of Old English to learn the difference of mean-
ing for forms in each pair; the difference in meaning matched to difference in
pronunciation establishes the phonemic distinction of the vowels.

mis  mys t@cen  tazcen metan  meétan
lus lys mot mot broc broc
bu by t&l tael waer waEr
fot fet witan  witan brod brod
ci cy ful ful baer bar
gos ges pic pi¢ scop scop
laf Iif man man swan swan
&r ar | *l blaed blad
ac ac god god byre byre
s®&d  sad geoc geoc grut grit

2. Consonant Contrasts. (a) Practice pronouncing the following sets
of forms. (b) With the help of a dictionary of Old English, find still further

examples of pairs or sets of forms that contrast in one consonant only.

swelan swellan raca racca
stelan stellan tredan  treddan
scid scip sCIT scin
scear sceard scearn scearp
fa fag fah fam
earm earg eard earn
lead leat leap leac
leas leaf leah lean
heald healt healp heals

healf healh healm heall
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3. Practice pronouncing the following variant forms; variations of these
kinds are common in the writing of Old English.

herge  herie herige  ‘(I) praise’
axode acsode ahsode  ‘(I) asked’
wyrsa  wirsa wiersa ‘worse’
pegen  pegn pen ‘thane, servant’
gierd ierd ‘rod, staff’
geard eard ‘yard, dwelling’
gerusalem ierusalem ‘Jerusalem’
pancigende panciende ‘thanking’
bearu bearwes ‘grove, wood’ (uninflected
and inflected)
axian axigean ‘(to) ask’

C. Readings

1. In his Grammar of Latin, Elfric writes (in Old English) of stafas
‘letters’; the letter-names will conform to the principles of long and short vowel
distribution in syllables. To say that f, for example, ‘begins on the “letter” e
and ends in itself’ implies that its name is /ef/. On the other hand, the name

of the letter e would have to be /€/.

Littera is ‘steef’ on englisc .
... So%lice on leden-sprace
synd préo ond twentig stafa:
.a.b.c.d.e.f.g.
h.i.k.l.m.n.o.p.
q.T.s.t.u.x.y.2.
Of pam syndon fif uocales, paet
synd ‘clypigendlice,” a . e .
i. o. u. Das fif stafas sot-
gowia® heora naman purh h1
silfe; ond buton pam stafum

ne mag nan word beéon awriten .

. . . To pisum is ge-numen se
grécisca . y . for intinga
gréciscra namena; ond se ylca

. y . is on engliscum gewrytum

Littera is ‘letter’ in English.
... Truly, in Latin there are
twenty-three letters:
a, b, C d, €, f7 9,
h7 % k, l’ m, 1, 0, Py
nstuzy 2
Of those five are uocales, which
are vocal(-sounds), a, e,
i, 0, u. These five letters
indicate their names by them-
selves; and without those letters
no word can be written.
... To these is added the
Greek y for the sake of
Greek names; and the same
y is in English writings
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swipe gewuneli¢c . Ealle pa o%re
stafas syndon gehatene consonantes
peet is ‘samod-swegende,’ for-pan-
pe hi swega8 mid pam fif
clypigendlicum. Ponne beo? gyt
of pam samod-swégendum sume
semi-uocales, paet synd ‘healf-
clypigende’; sume syndon mute,
peet synd ‘dumbe.’ Semi-uocales
syndon seofon: . f.1. m. n.
T.s. X. Pas syndon healf-
clypigende gecigede, for-pan-pe
hi nabba® fulle clypunge swa swa
pa quinque uocales, ond pa six
onginna® of pam steefe . e . ond
ge-endia® on him sylfum; . x .
ana ongind on pam steefe . i.

. . . pa opre nigon consonantes
synd gecwedene mute, paet synd
‘dumbe’; hi ne sind na mid ealle
dumbe, ac hi habba¥ ljtle clipunge:
pasynd.b.c.d.g.h.
k.p.q.t.pasonginna$

of him sylfum ond ge-endia® on
%am clipigendlicum stafum:
b.c.d.g.p.t. ge-
endiaon.e;. h.ond. k.
ge-endia¥ on . a . zfter rihte.
.q. geendabon. u;. z.

eac, se grécisca staf, ge-endad

on . a. [ond swa for®).
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extremely common. All the other
letters are called consonantes,
that is ‘with-sounding,’ because
they sound with the five vocal
sounds [i.e., vowels]. Then

there are yet of those consonants
certain semivowels, which are
‘half-vowels’; some are mute,
which are ‘mute.” There are seven
semivowels: f, I, m, n,

r, s, z. These are called semi-
vowels because they don’t have
a full (vocal) sound as the

five vowels do, and the six

begin from the letter e, and

end on themselves; z alone
begins on the letter «.

... The other nine consonants
are called mute, which are
‘silent’; they are not altogether
mute, but they have little sound.
Those are b, ¢, d, g, h,

k, p, g, t. These begin

from themselves and end on

the vowel letter:

b, c, d, g, p, t end

on e; handk

end on a, rightly.

g ends on u ; z, in addition,

the Greek letter, ends

on a [and so forth).
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2. A twelfth century manuscript lists the alphabet as follows. For several
letter names, such as ‘B be uel bei,” the latter spelling apparently represents a
diphthongization with an off-glide similar to that in Modern English for words
such as day, say, which was not present in the main period of Old English.

(‘Uel’ is Latin for ‘or.’)

Aa Bbeuel bei Cceuelcei Ddeueldei EeF fef G geuel gei H hah
uel hake JTiKka Llel Mmem Nnen Oo Qquu Rrer Sses Tte V
u Xxix Yyfix Zzede...Anglice litter¢ P wen D Bet P porn 7 and.

3. Some explanations of nature.

Rénas cuma® of $&re lyfte.... Séo
lyft licca® ond atyh?% Sone
watan of ealre eorfan ond of
bzre s, ond gegaderad to
scirum; ond ponne héo mare
aberan ne maeg, ponne feal®
hit adiine to réne alysed.

Hagol cym¥ of $am réndropum
ponne hi beo?% gefrorene upp

on pre lyfte ond swa sif%an
fealla®.

Snaw cym? of $am pynnan w&tan
pe by® upp atogen mid pare lyfte
ond by?d gefroren @r-pan he to
dropum ge-urnen sy, ond swa
semtincges fyld.

Dunor cym% of h&tan ond of watan.

Seo lyft tyh% Sone watan to hire
neo%an and %a h&tan ufon; ond
Yonne hi gegaderode béod-—seo
h®te ond se w&ta—binnan pzre
lyfte, ponne winna®% hi him
betwynan mid egeslicum swege,
ond pat fyr aberst it Surh
ligette.... Swa hattre sumor,

swa mare Sunor ond higet on
geare.

Rains come from the sky.... The
sky licks and draws up the
moisture from all the earth and
from the sea, and gathers (it)
into showers; and when it can’t
carry more, then it falls down-
ward dissolved in rain.

Hail comes from the raindrops
when they are frozen aloft in

the air and thus afterwards
fall.

Snow comes from the thin moisture
that is drawn up with the air
and is frozen before it is com-
bined into drops, and so it
falls continually.

Thunder comes from heat and moisture.
The sky draws the moisture to it
from below and the heat from above;
and when they are gathered—the
heat and the moisture—within the
cloud (sky), then they contest be-
tween themselves, with an awful
noise, and fire bursts out through
lightning.... The hotter the summer,
the more thunder and lightning
(there is) in the year.
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4. Paternoster and creed

D1 ire feder Se eart on heofonum, sy pin nama gehalgod; gecume pin rice;
s1 pin willa swa on heofonum ond &ac on eorSan. Syle iis todzeg drne deeg-
hwomlican hlaf. And forgif iis ire giltas, swa swa we forgifa pam pe wid us
agilta. And ne 1®t pi na iis on costnunge ac alys ds fram yfele. ST hit swa.

I¢ gelyfe on god fader =lmihtigne, scippend heofenan ond eorpan, ond i¢
geliue* on hlend crist his ancennedan sunu iirne drihten. S& waes ge-eacnod of
pam halgan gaste, ond acenned of marian pam ma&dene, geprowod under $am
pontiscan pilate, on rode ahangen. Hé wes déad, ond gebyrged, ond he niber
astah to helle, ond aras of deabe on pam priddan dzge. Ond he astah ip to
heofonum, and sit nii =t swipran godes lmihtiges feeder, panon hé wile cuman
t6 demenne agper ge pam cucum ge pam deadan. Ond i¢ gelyue* on pone
halgan gast, ond %a halgan gelapunge, ond halgena gemzennyssa, ond fizsces
Zrist, ond peet &ce Iif. Sy hit swa.

*A late Old English spelling of voiced [v] allophone of /f/ is u, as here.

Remedy for snake-bite

Wi$ ealle wunda ond wi% n®ddran slitas, genim pysse wyrte seaw pe man
personaciam ond 6%rum naman boete nemnel. Syle drincan on ealdon wine.
Ealle n#dran slitas hyt wundurlice geh&le?.

‘Against all wounds and for bites of snake, take the juice of this wort which

one names personaca, and by another name boete (beet). Give to drink (or, give
it to be drunk) in old wine. It wonderfully heals all bites of snake.’
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D. How Speech Sounds are Made

nosu

goma ——————

t0%

tunge

brotu

nasis/naris nosu dens tod

palatum  goma (dentes)  (ted)

labium weler lingua tunge
o6%e lippa guttur protu

El¢ stemn by% geworden of $zs mides clypunge ond of dzre lyfte cnys-
sunge. Se mu® drif6 Gt pa clypunge, ond séo lyft byd geslagen mid $&re clypunge
ond gewyrd o stemne.

‘Each [speech-] sound comes to be from the mouth’s articulation and from
the beating of the air. The mouth drives out that articulation, and the air is
struck with that articulation and turns into sound.’



