S

Tine-to Subject Adv’l
Clause
od¥at ..
Pron Pron’l
« «—
he })Jﬂs
¢
Advl LocativeP
Conj
0d paet him

PrepP

ofer hranrade

Compl 2

A gomban

Predicate
Predicate Predicate Predicate
EVPintrans EVPtr(ms Evpz'ntrans
ge-bidan
Compl (4gen)
NP |
frofre ge-bad
Vpintrans VPintrans
weazran Adv’l Adv’l peon
PrepP NP
weox under wolcnum weorSmyndum pah
Subject Predicate
NP
Pron’l NPgen
l
@&ghwyle  ymbsittendra
EVPtrans
InfCompl *sculan
hyran +inf
(+dat)
sceolde
| S
gyldan
(+dat +acc) Subject. Predicate
NIP \"Pcopula
—1
Demonst beon NP
{+nom) -/- j
gyldan paet was god cyning

FIG. 3. Beowulf, 1. 7b-11
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A Metrical-Syntactical Unit

Recognizing form depends on recognizing what is a unit, and then recognizing
the relations among its parts simultaneously, or at least inseparably. One kind
of unit in Old English poetry is formed by the terms of syntax and meter. It is a
stretch of text marked by end of a sentence and end of a metrical line coinciding.
(There are other kinds of units, of course—speeches, or narratives of action, for
example, formed by the terms of discourse structure.)

After the opening sentence that fills lines 1-3, it is not until the end of
line 11 that another integral number of metrical lines is filled with an integral
number of sentences. The three sentences filling Beowulf 4-11 thus make up
one of these metrical-syntactic units of composition.

The first sentence of the unit (Fig. 2) is ‘right-unloading,” in the sense
that after the agent-subject is entered initially with the first predication of the
sentence, the more the sentence progresses in predications (independent or de-
pendent) the less it needs- or uses-—overt representation of the subject. The
second sentence (Fig. 3) is ‘left-unloading” in the sense that it begins with a
double anaphora (represented by the two left-arrows under its pronoun subject
hé and the adverbial paes referring to Scyld’s having been feasceaft funden).
The three predicates of the anaphoric hé come along in a balance of two intran-
sitive constructions in reverse symmetry, following a transitive construction;
each of the three nonetheless has a complementary phrase, whether nominal
or adverbial. In the subordinate clause next, Scyld is shifted from agent he
to benefactive him (in the parlance of pragmatics), but sustains the thematic
unity of the passage. The predicate expands this time only in the two infinitive
complements of sceolde. The ‘time-from’ and ‘time-to’ complementary relation
of the si¥%an and 0¥ paet clauses also binds the two sentences.

The first two sentences in lines 7-11 thus form an ‘inward-leaning’ structure,
while both conclude midway in relation to the maximal unit of the meter (a
‘line’). The third sentence Paet waes god cyning complements the first two in
substance, it complements them metrically, and it does this most effectively for
filling only a minimal metrical unit (a halfline). This small unit of text has
exemplary form metrically, pragmatically, and syntactically.

0007 he ? pees 3 frofre  ge-1-bad /
0008 weox * under * wolenum *  weord->-myndum 3 pah. /
0009 od 2 p ? him ? &g-%-hwylc * ()para 3 ymb-2-sittentdra /
0010 ofer * hron-"-rade > hyran 2 scolde 3

0011 gomban / gyl'dan ® } © wees 2 god ? cyning. °




