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Abstract:
This website explores the pathology of parasite Varroa destructor, a mite that preys on Eastern
and Western honey bees, inflicting especially harmful effects in the latter host. This medium
functions as a short, yet credible guidebook for beekeepers in an accessible format that will (1)
introduce the V. destructor organism, (2) describe its debilitating effects on honey bees, (3)
explain why this parasite is a serious problem, (4) introduce methods that are effective in
controlling Varroa mites, and (5) clear up confusing or inaccurate information popular sources
may echo. Explanations of beekeeping terminology are not included for conciseness as the
intended audience is likely already familiar with such knowledge. However, there are those who
do not take action to monitor, prevent, and/or control for mite populations in their colonies. As
such, this website aims to not only inform, but also persuade beekeepers or aspiring beekeepers
that V. destructor is of high-threat to honey bee welfare.
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