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ABSTRACT

Information is reported on all high-seas salmon disk tags recovered from 1
September 1997 through 15 September 1998. Seventeen Japan-U.S. tags were returned
(14 chum, 1 pink, and 1 coho salmon, and 1 steelhead). All recoveries were from
salmonids released during international cooperative tagging operations aboard Japanese
research vessels. The chum salmon were released in the central Aleutian Islands and
Bering Sea in July 1997 (12 fish) and 1998 (2 fish) and recovered in Hokkaido (13 fish)
and Honshu (1 fish), Japan. Three tagged fish from releases in the central Gulf of Alaska
in early July 1998 were recovered in fisheries off western (1 coho salmon) and central
Alaska (1 pink salmon and 1 steelhead). The release location of the coho salmon (56°N,
145°W) is a significant northeastward extension of the known ocean range of western
Alaskan coho salmon in the Gulf of Alaska. The steelhead is the first reported recovery
in Alaska of a steelhead tagged with a high-seas disk tag. All five recoveries in 1998 were
salmonids that had also been tagged with thermal or archival tags.

INTRODUCTION

This is a report of all high-seas salmon tags returned to the Fisheries Research
Institute (FRI), School of Fisheries, University of Washington from 1 September 1997 to
15 September 1998. FRI serves as a processing center for all North American recoveries
of Canadian, Japanese, Russian, and U.S. high-seas salmon (Oncorhynchus spp.) tags and
recoveries of U.S. high-seas salmon tags by all nations. By agreement with the Fisheries
Agency of Japan (FAJ), FRI also reports recoveries of tagged salmon released during
cooperative Japan-U.S. high-seas salmon tagging.

METHODS

FRI’s high-seas tag processing center activities include: (1) advertising for tag
recoveries, (2) returning tags and original recovery information to the appropriate release
agencies, (3) mailing information on tag recoveries and a tag reward to fishermen and
processors, (4) maintaining a file of original correspondence, data, and tags of all
recoveries ofU.S., U.S.-Russia, and Japan-U.S. tags (1956-present), (5) maintaining and
updating an all-agency tag release and recovery computer database, and (6) reporting all
recoveries of U.S., U.S.-Russia, and Japan-U.S. high-seas tags to the North Pacific
Anadromous Fish Commission (NPAFC). In addition, FRI scientists periodically
prepare reports and maps based on historical recoveries of high-seas tags that describe the
known ocean ranges of major regional stocks ofAsian and North American salmonids (for
example, Myers et al. 1996). The complete all-agency (Canada, Japan, Russia, and
United States) high-seas tag release and recovery computer database (1954-present) is
available from FRI upon request from the parties ofNPAFC so that all member nations
can have access to a common database.
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RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

All recoveries of high-seas tags reported to FRI from 1 September 1997 through
15 September 1998 were from salmonids released during cooperative Japan-U.S. high-seas
salmon tagging experiments aboard the Wakatake maru and Oshoro maru in the central
Aleutian Islands, Bering Sea, and Gulf of Alaska in 1997 and 1998 (Nagasawa et al. 1997,
Ueno et al. 1998, Walker et al. 1998a). Seventeen Japan-U.S. tags were returned (14
chum, 1 pink, and 1 coho salmon, and 1 steelhead; Table 1). The chum salmon were
released in the central Aleutian Islands and Bering Sea in July 1997 (12 fish) and 1998 (2
fish) and recovered in Hokkaido (13 fish) and Honshu (1 fish), Japan. Three tagged fish
(1 coho salmon, I pink salmon, and 1 steelhead) from releases in the central Gulf of
Alaska in early July 1998 were recovered in fisheries in western and central Alaska. The
release location of the coho salmon (56°N, 145°W) is a significant northeastward
extension (555 km, great circle distance) of the known ocean range of western Alaskan
coho salmon in the Gulf of Alaska; the previous range limit of 54°N, 153°W was
established by a coho salmon recovered in the Ugashik District ofBristol Bay in
September 1962 (Myers et al. 1996). The steelhead is the first reported recovery in
Alaska of a steelhead tagged with a high-seas disk tag. All five recoveries in 1998 were
salmonids that had also been tagged with thermal or archival tags (LJeno and Ishida 1998;
Ueno et al. 1998; Walker et al. 1998a, 1998b).
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