 pa-oc T 95 1a:08 FRO M FEE’EM FORUM ASIA  E ID: +852 25 98 sa1a LR amg i

e ,_.an nsn Fﬁuﬁ wm.if;?ff-ifst, msﬂ ﬂplﬂ'* S

o _Dem Mr Hay«:s

" - --(_)m head.__flcﬁ mn Arlmgt{m Would h*e_to have snme 1nput frnm ycru ’[ﬂ put i thi., ;[’Lﬁ‘
| ---.-apwch mlumn for our Forum New ._76‘31‘11}’ (-G‘-ﬂd }’ ou le“’e write 300 to 4““
_."-,.z;_}-u,', UI’[]L is q LlllL I;.LhT dﬁd

oy {_ﬁ.ards *-:umrnar {Zin g,, th@ state i "the press | Cam

~ they y would like to have it by y this. ﬁlmrsia
- me ﬂt ( 35”)25‘)8 88‘1 8 as smn as yeu cam Tt W,

~ Tam looking forvard to Yot -reply. -

] I’ he Treedam 1 mum Asmn Center e

H"h’ H%H f‘mM H?RUM A%IAM CI"*JTFH : | R T[:L 8’5-',2 qaqf -- ERRR TR
I‘H}H {)tt HHUH}N CEHT[{E R h\;x fﬁ:-: ?w ’: :ig : :



From Mrchael Hayes
Date. Octob er 5_, 1 995

by Michael Hayes, Publisher, Phnom Penh Post .
Since the arrival of the United Nations in 1992 and the committment, via the

Paris Peace Accords, of the four Cambodian factlons to the principles ofa _
multy-party liberal democracy, Cambodia's press has experienced a complete -
transformation in favor of press freedoms and openness. ' i

Prior to July 10, 1992 when the Phnom Penh Post was establrshed there - "

were no independent soursces of print information. Since this date, more
than 52 newspapers, News bullitens and journals have been established, so
that at present there are about 45 Khmer language publrcatlons five Enghsh-—
_ language newspapers two in French and one newspaper in Chinese. N
~ However, since the promolgatlon of a new Constitution in September
1993 and the departure of the United Nations peacekeepmg forces, there has
been a zradual reversal in the new 8overnment S wrllmgness to tolerate o
Complete press freedom. R g ST e
Since March, l994 a number of events have hrghhghted the growmg
chmate of fear concerning this retrenchment. Over the last 18 months two
editors and one journalist from papers who were critical of government
officials and policies have been killed in mysterious circumstances. Seven
‘newspapers have been shut down either temporarilly or permanently by the
government. Two papers have had grenades thrown at their offices, and two
papers closed down after receiving death threats. Five editors have been B

. -_-prosecuted and convicted by the government of a variety of offenses

inculding spreadmg d1smformatron creatmg mstabrhty or use of
_-'offensrve language “ SRR S e S
My own

paper had a complamt flled agamst 1t in March o f thrs ear for N

SPreadm: 'd1smformatlon Of note, th3lS was the first time the government DEARRER N e

-had brought charges agamst a paper for a news artrcle as opposed to "an

opinion piece." In the last month, primarilly as a result of the ex;'ressrons Of
concern voiced L by edrtorrals human rlghts groups fore1gn governments, and

 His M "_”'mg Srhanouk ‘the government seems to havre decided not to

.__a]esty

. -_:,pursue the Case It Seems Clear tha t the amb. dlan g.vernment rea 1lsed that -: BERPE T U g

to push the case further would ¢ only result in more bad press.
. rticle 12 in the neCambodran Ppress law ' thh

N .verall g1ven _.
| makes it a crime to write anythmg whrc__f_;f endangers national secur1t;ﬁ or

| .-affects polrtrcal stabrhty a Chmate of fear remains in the Cambodlan press Ciaae
__ -'communlty ]ournalrsts have become mcreasmgly he51tant to cover sensrt1ve SRR

_:hlle newspapers strll ex1st

_'1ch carr-{ ;, artrcles crrtrcal of the

o government t._ere 15 a sense amonz O:SEI‘VQI'S Of t-:e press tat Eff.]f'tS b the _' B e & ot

. government to throttle these - pubhcatuns .:111 continue.

':fthat in the absence of expressrons of concern by those mstrtutlons ‘wh ol ; -




.\'-'

T AR

T ) : &
~:
:-. . - Fa i
H Lot < -IL-:'F-. |4 "L-I'\'\-"‘-\.I| »
R ﬁ% . -._.‘I'-'wﬁﬁﬁ ?ﬂ:' ﬁ??%ﬂ % " :',1-5 % 5 .
] WL AP TR
E i-,% Rt " e S
I / S G
%i'..'?'m“ ape . ::‘.:.'_ ll-a. a',_, , 3 "
; ST T, Sl
. ' 2 ; i A K .
-. C - .. . 11 | .]' .. t t | 1 . - . ) | ' | B . - .-.. .' . . ) . - )
‘in Cambiodia will result in the further closure of papers here.
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