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Popula +ion registration

T — e T - /
In the Chou-1i , the Ta.ssu-tu('ﬁ% ) was in charge of establishing

the maps of the land and (registerihg) the .poﬁdlation of the various fang

(ﬁ :of the feudal lords), in order to assist the king in governing the

aang’ sl Ruod ?@ l@_ N

The sj-s{l;min(; @ &/ )((note: in charge of the population) was in
charge of registering (teng % ) the numbers of the people. From the
time that the children had their first teeth ( ) and on up,they were
all written down in the registers. He distinguished whether (they lived)
in the center of the country (kuo-chung\] \*? ), or in the th-pi%?%?,
or in the kuo=-yeh( %} @% ). He distinguished between menand women,
and every year he adddd those born and deleted those who had died.

(Note: the term, sheng-ch'ih ‘i eans that when mERxa boys

are 8 months old and girls 7 months they first grow teeth...Kuo-chung means

inside the wan?,kuo( }, E] ), Teng( % ) means shang( }" )3
—

—

and hsir means €hieh( %ﬁ;\ ). Every year those who were born were
xegRXx brought up and put on the registers, axd those who died, were dropped
and removed from the registers.) (END NOER)

Every :3rd year there was a grand census (ta=-pi KK ), and the
number of the population was reported to the Ssu-k'ouﬁ( @ Z@ ), who then
in the middle of winter made sacrifice to the star of the ssu-min(@%za.

He presented the figures to the king and the king respectfully received them

and mounted the T'ien-fu( %ﬁ{ )(to announce it to the gods?).
=)\
The Nei-shih(m k), Ssu~hui ( @% ), and the Chung-tsai('g: g )

-

kB made a copy ( E‘) 2 ) in order to assist the king in governing.
(Note: The original copy was present to (recorded in) the T'ien-fu.
What the Nei-shih, Ssu-huie and Chung-tsai had was the copy, and that was all.)
(END NOTE)
s b s 5
In the Chung-lun(| 2@ of Hell Kan('| T\ FF > (T.H. 512, Man
of state of Wei, Pei-hai, in the 3 kingdoms period. mentions his Chung=-lun)

it says: A state being well governed depends on the accomplishments of the
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130, 7:5a mass of the people belng many (chih-p'ing tsai shu-kung hs:.ng ﬁ/mwﬁ}
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i whether the mass eﬁ the common people can achieve magyy accemplishments
depends on whether the labor service (shih-iﬁg_) of the people has
e e eing

been made fair (equal). Z£ Their labor service Xx gqual depends on

R
AR

7:5b%
B4

/“) *  Jhow many or how few (the population was. Thus they divided up tasks into

o3 o]

t)'/ (@-m) up, it was possible to see who was industrious and hear who was lazy.

the ﬁoléﬁ?iation .being totally (known)( \a ). And if the total population

Il 2
=

R is known, this is the basis for govern:mg the state.

S

R Kings of. former times knew the whole popul.ation, the numbers of
7!
occupations (chiu~-chih ﬁ, %). Once the 9 ocaupations were difided
9‘)@@ (g‘* 3 (This being the case), there was never a time when labor service was not

@éﬁ% ( p (aistributed) equally. And once labor service was distributed equally then the k

king above gave all of his mind (for his people) and the people exerted all

Q)@ L ‘l?! of their effort (for the king). (That being the case), there was never
% (-"M a time when the mass of the people weremrr not able to achieve many accomplish-
- ' j ments 8 (much merit). And once the mass of the people had achieved mmr
)BT
- many accomplsihments, the state was wealthy and flourishing (abundant).

C) & > In large and small (adm., units of the govt?) there was no shortage (of
VLB L% % .
~ ) finances)( (4] ). The people were at ease and harmonious and below

33&% (- (among them) there was no resentment., (In such a case), there was never

TR s

Q) ﬂ% M) an instance when government was not peaceful (fair: p'ing). As streams :
B0 (ee

have the:.r source, 88 and (buildings?) have their foundatiop, so in the
v;;; (of government), ;'ou must search for the root (of things), and that's

all there is to it. For that reason, in themChou.-li. in the middle of winter,
the Ssu~k'ou presented the population figures to the king and the king resepct-
fully received it and registered it in the T'ien-fu, and the Nei~-shih, ®su-hui,

and Chung-tsai made copies of it. This is the way they showed kke how

important they regarded (the matter of census registration).

But at the present time people in charge of government affairs are

i istration).( 5 Fn )
not aware (of the impor tance of population registra 5 AR
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1309, 7:5b, The situation is comparable to having no land yet wanting to plant trees
or raise sprouts. Even though you have farmers, how will you be able to rely
on their strength? This is why the kings of former times eshhblished the
\
7:6a system of the 6 hsiang and 6 su(iééf ). And this is why in maintaining the
people they mxgzmimemxibRem created an organization (for the people) like
large and small ropes

the & warp and woof of a net (kangmok , kang-mu ﬁ\‘ﬁﬂ ). They had th

~ lin and the pi( t{:, ) protect one another (hsiang-=pao E?

(the people)
and in recéiving either punishments or rewards, they were mutually Linked
together (involved with one another. E;g:, J. And thus the people
in going out or coming in, in living or dieing, in begin godd? or not
(%Egz%ﬁ: : in what they were permitted to do), and in whether they were
obedient or rebellions (treasonous), it was possible to know what they
were doingx (by meintainin mutual surveillance organizations to keep
an eye on the population)
the government of

But in the time of/lan-chin (4%1,,VV ;unregenerate, tyrannical rulers),

xhexgrp there were leaks of xx the true populatloﬁ figures from the national

registers, and some fa.milias escaped from the milita.ry umts (%’{i

to which they beloqu and ran away to escape from labor service. Thus,

lascivious minds fought to arise and falsification (of the registers)
became the custom. At the x least there was excessive steallng(/\‘\ﬁ\} /‘ﬁ
KimS%8& 518, for some reason translates this as meaning, "at the laast,

good laws were ERaggzE’ ammnded and changed???), and at the most, there were
attacks on ®E expropriations (f£rom people). Even strict ) unishments and _

severe laws could not save the situation.

egistration) is the thing from which

i e R ﬁﬁ?ﬁ'be‘H?né“édﬁfEéEly.?gFSEdéf to
‘diQiAQd ﬁp the land, in order to have taxes paid, in order to make -
implements that are needed, in oréervto regulate salaries and emoluments,
in orde; t;) fh;ive the flelds cultivated (chdnydk \‘}]ﬁ'}; ), in order to

orgaﬁize the arﬁéd fbfces; Thestate needs it to establish the laws; the
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family needs it in order to esg&hblish standards ( ﬁ ). Through it,
the 5 rites are practiced, and through it the 9 punishments canbe
employed. All of this only depends on investigating the number of

people (population).

4 Z.
-==In the reign of Ai-ti( ?) of the Eastern Chin( W ) dn .Eh D_
365 7

3rd month of the 2nd year of Hsing~ying yearperiod (Giie) CiE~CHEr =Gy )
year
(kybngsul day?), a grada population census was carried out. It was ordered
~
that the people would be registered as residents of the places where they
were currently residing (SPO tsai t'u-tuan?ﬁ’ﬁ %" ), and this
- '36.5’
was called the keng=-hsii( 888 system. 8K (Note: t'u-tuan means
that in case of people from the northwest who moved to live in the southeast,
they were registered in their place of current residente where they were

settled,)(END NOTE) - Z

In the time of Hsiao Wu (the filial Wu (Hsiao-wu~ti Of the Heymecing
w), Fan Ning( % ), expounded on the govefnment of the
times,saying; In the past when the central plain (China) was in decline
and confusion (rebellion), the people took refuge on the left bank of
the river. They probably felt that they would have an opportunity to
return, so they were allowed to live in this district. After they had
been there for a long time, the people became settled in their tasks; the
funeral mounds of the dead and the trees were lined up in rows (f£rom
such & long period of kmhabitation), so that even though their district
having a regular name to it, in fact it was their settled area. At the
present time we ought t?;;x:;fts;f tlhe-.*l'a:nc‘t :gounda.r:.es, re';;;;e; qtgeg pbpalat%ion_
in thglp;ace'ﬁhére they are residing,. charify the xmgmiakx qualifications
for standing for the examinations, and put in order the law for organizing
the people 1n+1.{ie;1d”;m(\‘?;) ﬁfa_ ranks, mutual surveillance orgs).

Ihose wexid who would object on the grounds that this is toox dffficult
wuld gf definitely say that each of tle se people still feels nostalgic

for his old land and that they would fear having labor service imposed on them.
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But thes would only be yhe objections of(the rich) who have accumulated

large landholdingsj it would not be the general opinbon of the population,

In ancient times a ruler who lost his territory was still the ruler of

(the land) where his subjects resided (he could move to their territory

and still be ruler over them?)., The subjects of the various states also

had the proper rite (etiquette) for treating w (with such rulers of

lest territories? people who had to move?)

All the people of the world have through the generations moved f£rom the
places where their lineages (shih'€%7') originated, Why is it on y in this
time that we cannot (recognize this fact, and register people in their
new residences)?

The emperor thought this was good.

- An-ti(@ ) in the 9th year of the_i~h=hsi( %ﬁi’/\ ) period ('-{'B ﬂ.D-)

(V- 301419 Eaglermn Cliin 3 )

the Duke of Sung( ﬁ/ Lt }, Liu Yi( %J K(% )(1ater founder & Lju Sung®)
Eakkedxaivewk
talked about registering the population where it was living in a menorial.

He said: Former kings in regulating government set up 9 areas, &4nd in order
they divided up the boundaries and Xmmt set off the land (in units) so that

cachxpwax @rson was secure in his memwpskimr residence. Thus the ﬁye‘iiff:;t«'é‘ld;'
system was highly respected during the t hree ages of antiquity. The

Ch'in dynasty abolished this system{ The Han dynasty follewing the
Ch'ing did not change (what the Ch'in had done), and the the accumulation
of large landholdings by the wedlthy and powerful became a great evil
because of this. In the Han dynasty during the period of the Western

Capital, ‘they carried out a great removal of the lineages of the

T'ien( \a- :Kim, & % 520, a ducal clan of the state of Ch'i) and
the Chifng( .f : Kim, 520, a suaX nobdg clan of the state of Ch'u)
l A

in order to fill up the Kuan—chung(lﬁ \P, ) area, Thus the san-pao

o) \ - ;f‘ -
(;\%ﬁ : area, K|m's note, refers to the ﬁ\akﬁ}tﬁaw‘ﬁ&\ﬂ/

in other words the area of the capital province) they established the

and.
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hsiang and 1# (?ﬁ ‘;93) system, and did not mkkx again relate (them ) to
Ch'i and Ch'u, They did not concern themselves about the 9 fu area
(chiu-fqu ﬁ'g\ :Kim's note--distant area outside the capital province,
see the Chou-1i)., Those of the (nww immigrahhs) who requested it were

treated as if they were(the same as)old residents.

During the yingchia year period (of the Western Chin) (307-313),

(because of warfare, the Fmperor Hui-ti‘h%z) moved the pppulation,

They stopped (on the way?) at Chun-hai ( ‘/]%, ). (Despite their wishes)

to restore the fortunes of the dynasty, the intention of the people to

return to their homeland and their plans to put their state in order

were never achieved (there was not enough time given to them-~to achieve
it)., This is the reason why the people never hast were able to think about
restoring peaceful rule (government).

Then the Ta=-ssu-ma ( ﬁ@ %), Huan Wen¥ (AIQ%) felt that if
the people had no fiwred homeland, it would do severe damage to the
principle (of good government). And (they adopted) the keng-shu t'u-tuan
( i\?& j:_%fr ) system in order to determine all the occupations
of the people in accordance with where they were residing. The reason
why kkexskskm property (production) was abundant and the state wax prospered

at that time was because of this (law). From that time until now many

years have passed, and the unified system of the t'u-tuan law has gradually
fallen into disuse (become lax, destroyed, In areas where immigrants

\
lived mixed in with (permanent) residents, the 1#i and wu( lg:) i%z )
organizatim systemmzzs have not peen put into effect., This is the

reason why the transBorming instructions of the king have not(reached

(the area)(have not been great ?&é&@); this is the reason why the
customs
evilsxmfxk among the people still exist=. If these defects are not reformed,

there will be no way to control and manage (the situation).
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6 x \@
Human nature is such that it is tied to the usual 28 (?A ‘ﬁﬁ %’“
A4

is difficult to thinking of starting (something new?) (Kim translates this

Kim, 521: that i is easy to be bound always to the present), and it is

Z

why one speaks of the land of one's parents as the sangjae( sangjae chi

--sang~tsai? %ﬁ : Shih-ching, Wang=-wei }z{%‘ 3: in ancient

times people planted mulberry and wal nut trees around their homes so ttat

as; it is difficult to realize one's original intention). The reason
yahg

later generations would remember their ancestorsj; another name for home town
--kohyang) was because on k was born their and respected and loved
(the placef). So what 1 am requesting is that we rely on the regulations

of the keng=-shu t'u-tuan syst:e'in(of 365 AD) , by which the common ,peopie

L S e Ty
” S e

“will come to have a basic place to live in, and graudally xkirgg results

will be produced, after which we will be able to guide the people with

(the moral principles) of humaneness and righteousness and encarage them
with dignified% S?(@Lﬁ ). If we crossthe great river and
straddle the ¥ Yellow River, pacify the 9 chou and restore the old
territory, then the intention of loving one's homeland? will = quickly

be made manifest (achieved). At first we will have to exert some effort for
a while, but in the end it will definitely be easy. Therefore,weought
to ;;‘zgister people where they reside and on that basis fix boundaries.

==, In the T'ang (T'ang-lingli/?\ ), right after boys and girls

were first born they were RXe regarded as “yellow" (X % ). At

the age of 4 they were regarded as 'small"' (children) (hsiao I.)\ ) at
the age of 16 they were youths (chung \ )3 at the age of 20

they were ting( T ): at the age of 60 hhey were lao( % ). Every
year the registers (of populati on) would be made, and every three years
the household register (hojodk, hu-tsu? ) was compiled. There were

3 copies of it, 1 was kept in the hsien, 1 sent to the chou, and m 1 sent

to the Ministry of Taxation (hu-pu ?%%).
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==, 1f you consider the rise dnd fall of population over the ages,
King Wu of Chou conquered the Shang and pacified the empire (p'ing-chih t'ien-
hsia~-ruled the empire in peace). The Duke of Chou acted a?’;?ime minister for
Ch'eng~wang( ﬁ&‘ /‘j’/- ), he ( extended principle (governance) and punishmentse
(5){%%}% :Kim 522, tfgnslates this as, He established an ideal
state of great peace and he did notx find it necessary to use punishments).
The population was 13,704,923 people; this was the most flourishing time

(the height) of the Chou,
About 30 odd years

/ &fter P'ing-wang( ?}_ ) moved the aapitidl east (Kim, 522, to Lo-i ,%té’
in the ggi:xyear of Chuang-wang/( qf‘ E )(Kim, 522, 2nd year of Duke Hsllan
of Ch'i )(684 BC), ‘Duke Hsiian of Ch'i( %@ /N )J's 2nd year, the
territory beyond 5,000 1li (from the royal capital) was no longer onder the
control of the Son of Heaven. The population, counting from the t'ai-tzu
2 (grand prince) and the kung-hou (dukes and marquises) down to the common
people, was‘ll,94l,923.

--In the Han dynasty from Kao~-tsu to Hskam filial P'ing~ti (AD 1-6),

xpeEBpkEXx households

yian-shih 2 (AD 2), ‘the number of hauseRak#x was 12,233,000, and the
population wa 59,594,900. This was the height of the former Han dynasty.
In Kuang-wu's reign in chung-yian 2nd year (57 FAD), the no. of households was
4,279,600, and the population was 21‘,(50;7.,800. 'By the reign of Hsilan-ti
in the 2nd year of the ying-shu reign period (156 AD), the no. of households

was 16,070,900, and the population was 56',0046,000. This was the height

of the Later Han dynasty.

(
--hmperor Chao Lieh( aﬂ _‘ ) occupied Shu ( % ), and

Ts'ao Ts'ao( é’%’ ) occupied central €hina. Sun Ch'uan(%ﬁ’lw

occupied the area east of the river (Chiang-tung). The three kingdoms
were like the legs of a tripod, and there was no end to the fighting.
Shu had 280,000 households; Wei had 663,400 households, Wu( % ) had
520,000 households.

-in the reign of Wu-ti of the Chin( ‘E—!' ), in the lst year of the

d
T'ai-kang period (280 AD), he pacified Wu, after which, there were
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2,459,800 households, and 16,163,800 people.

--. After Sui Wen-ti succeeded to the kRkxmrEX Later Chou, he obtained
3,600,000 households. after pacifying Ch'en(%@ ), he had an additional
500,000 households. He was frugal and sparing in his governance and did not
use weapons (military force). 1In the reign of Yang-ti, in the Ta~-yeh reign
period, 2nd year (606 AD), to the 18th year (622)-~-in that interval there

REXEX KRN
were 8,907,000 households, plus.

--At the beginning of the reign of Kao-tsu of the T'ang therew were

e

over 2 million households. 1In the Cheng-kuang period (627-650), he ruled

by encouragement and refinement and there were frequent bumper crops. By
the rule of Hsii'a'.n-tsung(%l?‘ ), in the l4th year of T'ien-pao (755 AD),
there were 8,914,700 households and 52,919,300 people. This was the height
of the T'ang dynasty. Aftee the rebellion of An Lu-shan, in the reign of
Su=-tsung( qf;f ), in the 3rd year of kan-yllan (760), there were

1,933,100 households. 1In the reign of Wen-tsung, x in the k'ai-ch'eng period
(836-841), there were 4,996,700 households.

. Ma Tuan-lin(r %\;‘fb) says: #ff From the Han dynasty on

taxes were fixed in terms of population, 50 that even in times when
~the dynasty .
(the population) was flourishing and kkExmEBExRumsxeMsg at its height,
figures
the population registers/that were memorialized from the districts were in the
end not as high as the population for the 3 dynasties of antiquftt and
the two Han dynasties. Because people were Lrying to escape taxes,'
they mutually acted to hide population or keep it out of the registers, so how
could (these registered figures) be reliable?
-=Tu !u( ) said: In the pastk a worthy (great man) once said:
"only whe e granaries are full can you knew about rites and etiquette

'«yejbl Jl %ﬂ% T . Only when the peple have enough imkhrxkr

clothes to wear and food eat can they understand whatls wonderful

: (R
and what is shameful ( ). gsrEusiusxix When Confucius went f*‘{%4%£i

to Wei, he was asked a question by his disciple, Jan Yu(Fi*)Ei ) I
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132, 7:9a Confucius said:; How beautiful. (The population) is numerous. (Jan Yu
asked), Once it is numerous, then what else can you add (do?).
Confucius replied: make the people rich., (Jan Yu asked). Once the people
are rich, what else can youdo? Confucius replied: Instt uct them. &XRk=e
Therefore we know that if a state has enough, its govermment will
be peaceful (cheng-kangm); if a family has enough, instruction
(teadhings0O will be £am followed, There has never been a case of anybody
being able tt rule (a country or family) if things were contrary to this,
The way to ensure that a family has enough is not by their absconding
to avoid taxes; and the way to ensure that a state has enough (resourcesf)
is not by leving heavy taxes (on the people). 1f people abscond to escape
taxes, then the people will not be settled in their home land and they
will be poor. If heavy taxes are levied, this will only give rise to many
wealthy merchants (éé ﬁl )" and the state will be impoverished.
Will this not indeed be so? (note: ( n%) means wealthy merchant families.
Once the regular households have absconded to avoided taxes and Ebor service,
they will be wandering and floating around, and RRExgmabxmemghzrkz they
will become attached to the graat merchants, who will make a profit
(from them?). For a discussion of this, see the Kuan-tzu.)(END NOER)
During the three dynasties of antiquity, taxes were establisbd
in xEERx accordance with t he well field system. The Ch'ing dynasty abolished
the Chou system. The Han took over the Ch'in laws. The Wei and Chin and
later dynastyes had more population, but that éid not enable them to solve
7:9b the problems of the times, The Eastern Chin established its capital in Chiang-
nan, and the Mu-jung m ‘?é), the Fu(}/{é‘ ) and the Yao(«%li ) peoples
took turns in occupying the central land (of China). Nobody had any fixed
bé.sé_ -(.ho;neland), and the damage done to principéés (Heaven's [;rinciéles
of good ébvérnmént) was profoudd., Subsequently the law whereby people
were registered in the places where they were residing (t'u-tuan chihling

i—-%l{gr) was adopted, and because of this there was prospertty & abundance.
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132, 7:9b ﬂLater on the syseémm fell into disuse (mwg adm. became lax and it
was abando.g?;, and the old evils appeared once again. During the i-hsi

An-ti( ) of E. Chin
405-19 ) £ reign period it was put into practice for a second

time.\vvknd great results, as seen in former times, were made manifest £in
the records®. The %hx Sui dynasty succeeded to the throne when the Chou
abdicated, add the population was 8,900,00. This was the time after R the
Western Wei had revolted, and the Chou and Ch'i had divided up the empire.
Tyrannical rulers and corrupt officials levied heavy taxes and labor service
on the people who could not sustain their lives. Many of them commended
themselves to powerful houses. The laws (prohibiting people from absconding
to escape taxes, says Kim, 526) were in confusion, and the corrupt
fasdification (of population registers) was even worse. Kao P'i n”(%@ )
saw kxkhakxthe evil problem of the people wandering about and proposed that
transport and
a law be established to/regis ter them ( shu-chi chih fa j\‘ZiZl
that their names be fixed and that their (tax quotas) be reduced.

(Note: Kao P'in? memorialized that concerning taxes levied on the
people, even though there were fixed portions (quotas), every year there was
always a large amount of taxes that were excluded (exempted) from the
regwlar collections. The chief clerks acted arbitrarily and on the basis
of personal feelings, (and for this reason) there were no regular (fixed)
ledgers because sometimes things were added and sometimes they were deleted
from the records, and for this reason it was dffficult to make comparisons.
He requested that a method be determined for implementing the shu-chi
law; that with regard to £ all taxes levdd on the people, that all quotas
be recorded (chi) so that the officials and clerks would not be ablc to
make entries and deletions at willj that these regulations should be sent down
to all chou (districtios) ad every year on the %tk 5th day of the lst month
the district magistrate (X hsien~ling) would send a man around to each

area to make inspection, and that groups of 5 tang or 3 tang 3 would be

regarded together as a single tuan( \%\ ), and that in accordance with
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132, 7:9b the regulations the quotas of taxes for the households would be fixed, and
because of £f w no corruption would be tolerated.' (END NOTE)
7:10a R This (new system of registration) enabled people to realize that
rhexgaxesxkka whereas (formerly) powerful households had been receiving over
half the taxes from the''wandering guests" (migrant farmers p;%
that (now) all the people paid and the ruler received a(truly ) reduced, light

tax levy.

(Note: %k( 7/%’ g‘)wmggxlsv rt:ho‘se people who ha.d absconded to éscape
official taxes and had become dependent on the households of the powerful
and influentlial and had become their tenant households (tso-t'ien-chia'f%‘m?@.
In the past during the Han dynasty, in the 3rd year of the reign of Wen-ti
(177 BC), they had excluded the land tax on people's land (ﬁ/\\aﬁ_ Y.
Hsiin Yideh( %) ‘\’% ) said: The ancients e"&;&aﬂ at the rate of 1/10, which was
most suitable and fair (a tax) for the whole empire. The house of Han taxed
probably at the rate of 1/100, which could be said to be eitt:emely light.
Bur the pmw inf luential a ndv powerful families occupied large quantities of land
and the fou-k'e(-,t‘:g% :floating guest) population paid the great majority
of taxes. The bemefits conferred by the officials (govt) were greater than
tyranny

in the 3 dynastieis of gntiquity while the amtxm of the influential and
powerful f.amilles was MEXEXRXHEX was crueler than zm during the decline
of the Ch'in dynasty. The benefits did not extend to those below while
the prestige and happiness was divided up by the influential peopke. If
this is not Ex rectified (if you do not rectify the root), then it will only
be sufficient to give aid to the wakx wealthy and powerful.

Kao P'in in explaining about the (meritsR) of a system of light taxation

because was

said (that if such a system were imple mented) all the wandering guest
(tenant) households wouzzrebe reformed into (independert ) (taxpaying) households,
and that this was the reason for the prosperity of the Sui dynasty.' (END NOTE)

First you promulgate (and establish) faith (in the laws), and

then you carry out the edicts. If all the people enjoy the benefits
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132, 7:10a (provided by the govermment in terms of light taxes), then there will be
no way that corruption will be tolerated. The Sui dynasty's accumula tion
of surpluses was spread around throughout the empire, and the customs of
the people were peaceful and sufficient,( ‘12E; ), and that this
was all due to the efforts of Kao B'in( )"/’j%
During the cheng-kuan period (627-650), the country had 3 million households

over 130 years had passed,
and by the end of the t'ien-pao period (742-756) ixxRanxnumxnipItlpRngy
and (the T'ang dynasty by that time had)
/ just scarcely the number of the Sui dynasty populatlon. Even though ag the
surpassed

height of the Great T'ang ithzxpnpuixkiﬂnaxunxmgmnaxxmxmhxn the Western Han,

kke and the population should have been more than the population in the
yilan-shih period (AD 1-6) of the % Later Han, yet the pRpR number of names
registered in the population was sxsmxkk 3 million piuMx or more xxkex short.
(Kim, 528--interposes another line: "And this was due to a deficiency in

the Tang policy for pxmm appointing men of talent ® to officeld.) Ip the
(T'ang) selection of worthy men and appointing them to office, many (&f these
selections) were based on talent in the arts and letters, (such that)

talent was not in conformity with (what the) position (required). The

laws, in some matters, were abandoned EREXNEE

fell into the evil practice of treating those who pursued empty reputations

7:10b as being men of true power (Kim, 528: % ﬂﬁﬁzﬁ 2 /%‘ ¥

they were lacking in ways ti investigate what was said and inquire into

the facts of a situation( t% %%%@% LE’ ).

To groups of light and frivolous men and to the ranks of the wandering

pursuers of luxury? were accord respect and rank and the best reputations,
Bk 8 F s et kb ik

Being practiced (learned) in regulations and laws and becoming intimate with

the account books was regarded as a shallow customj striving after the

root of things and discarding the trivial (branches and leaves) was pointed

to as being impracticable (wide of the mark, bigoted)( ? /P

People only esteemed elegance (\é\ ) in one another and devoted
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themselves to competing with one another and trying to be&t one another.
The affairs of office were entrusted to the clerks, and bribery was practiced
in public offices. (Behavior in government) ended up as bad as this.

‘What the ancients regarded as the ideal (way to conduct government)

depended on a complete knowledge of the population (chou-chih jen-su

t%i\gk;k/\: ), (which was nécessary for) equalization of labor service; then

133, 7:1l1a

the accomplishments of the mass of the people would be elevated. The

‘state was enriched and the families had enough'(to live on), Teaéhings

were followed and culture (hua, transformation) became xheExEmggEmx widespread.

KukRuxe Good customs became wig uniform and unified, and by this means

RN VR P T G S RS 2 s B e
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there were few natural disasters, and no rebellions. This is why in the

Chou official system, they had the pi, 1lii, tsu, tang, chou, hsiang, hsieng,
and pl(klﬂbz ?H%?@ 6?), by which government was maintained and
thexprrpkexwexe order was kept among the people. The population ek figures
were presented to the king and the kkng respectfully received them,
respected them and protected them. By this means (they showed) how much
they regarded as important (the matter of census registration). Léter,»
when government became perverted, and names were missing from the registers.
Just like birds flying off and animals running way, they could not stop

it. As a result families become poor and the state was impoverished, The
number of corrupt people gradually increased and even though the country
was turned upside down, people did not realize it. Péople did not realize
howvihportant and far-reaching this system (of census registration) was.

1f we are to seek a way for ordering and pacifying (governing) the state,

this is the only way to do it (census registration).

--. Tlai-tsu of the Sung succeeded to the confusion of the 5 Dynasties,

He had a household population of 967,300. He cut down and pacffied (reduced
the no, of) those who occupied excess(lands). By the 9th year of the k'ai-pao
(976) year period, the no, of lord and guest households (chu-k'i hu )

was 3,090,500, In the reign of Shen-tsung, in the 6th year of yﬁan-feng(1683),



133, xx 7:lla

7:11b

Land system (census) -25- P'an'gye surok, chbnje hurok, kosBl, sang

the empire had 17,211,700 lord and guest households, and a population of
24,969,300, After the crossing (of the dynasty) to the south, in Kao~-tsung's xei
reign in the year 1160 AD, in the variou; circuits (chu-luexr%, the

number of lord-guest households was 11,375,700, and the population was
19,229,008, (Note: Ma Tuan-lin says in the Western Han when the population

was at its height, as a standard 10 households consisted of 48 persons or

more. In the Eastern Han 10 households consjsted of 52 persons, (which)

may be compared with the hsia-neng-fu(?\é :lower farmers? of

the Chou. When the population was most numerous in the T'ang, 10 households
consisted of 58 persons or so, which might be compared with the (no. of)
middle peasant (chung-neng-fu*’ &ﬁ) of the Chou. In the Sung dynasty

from the yian-feng to the shao-hsing? periods (approx. 976-1160), 10 households

But it is contrary to reason that

consisted of 20 persons. /One family = & only eonsists

of 2 persons. There must have been many £is falsifications of names, households

and failure to register population.)(END NOTE)

-, Yeh SHIH(%_‘ % ) (Tz'u-hai: Sung dynasty man of Iing-chia(i](%

chin-shih during the tun-hsi per1od('f§.@ :1174-1190)m; appted to
office under Yin-tsung, r. 1195-2225; assumed responsibility for economic
affairs. as a scholar called the shuiligxrx shui-zkirhsin hsien-sheng
%¥x and left writings called Shui-hsin=chi( ﬂi' /\-\I' @ ) s
submitted a memorial (note: during the reign of Hsiao-tsung (1163-1190)
which said: What is essential for the governance of the state depends
upon ohﬁéinihg people. 1f the population is large (if the people are
many), then the land will be cultivated and tax revenues will increase.

If labor service is imposed on large numbers of people (the masses), then

the military esshblishment will be strong.

1f tax revenues are high because the land is cultivated and the military
is strong be cause large numbers are subject to military service, then

whatever is done (ordered) will #efinitely be followed (obeyedy, by the people).
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133, 7:11b
Fa3Rxx&Kzk Whatever is desired will be carried out. This is the r eason why during

the warring states period when £ any state was about to lean over (fall),
the thing it regarded as the most urgent was obtaining more people
(chlh-min’&&, Shang Yang (of Ch'in) induced people who wanted land to
cultifvate to come in from the three Chin (states) and by this means
fill up the Ch'in lands (with population). At the end of the Han dynasty
the empire was destroyed and the £k Three Kingdoms competed for profit
(advantage). Sun Ch'ﬁan(i%%%_ ) sought people from across the mountains
to make them his own people. More than that, he also used barbarians
who sailed the remote seas and prisoners of war who livdd on islands.
Generally speaking, when the state of Shu fell, it had 280,000 households.
When the state of Wu fell it had over 500,000 households, but the state
of Wei ®xdxrmikxhaxe could not muster even 1 million, and that was all.
It (Wei?) obtained the whole empire, but it could not gain a population even
equivalent to several chiin 8 (districts) of the Han dynasty. Thus it
has been the case since ancient times that the strength of a state depends
on the size of its population.
With regard to the choux and hsien (prefectures and districts)
in the empire at the present time, in terms of the payment of tribute

r kﬂ)l\%%, excludlng the several hundred thousand who have akxx

already been recruited as socldiers, and in addition if (we count, exclude)

the seveeal hundred thousand

XRREE who have left (the home) to follow the ways of Buddha(% 5%
(Kim, 5321--monk service 4N

and Leo-tzu, and those who have been listed for/labor service but have not

-

yet received their warrnats (tu ’g :Kim, 531--tu-tiehg):‘,%)--

all people like these we will not mention; yet wﬂill the populaxion 1s
exceedingly abundant, and the number of children has become very large

so that the total population is approaching an age of ﬁgll prosper;ty.

In an age when the population is numerous, the state is strong, wealthy,
and great, we ought to have no enemies (who can stand up against us) in the

world, But (the population) is o crowded into certain areas )
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and is not equally (divided, apportioned among different areas of the
country?)(or labor service is not equally apportioned).ﬂf?éiﬁig ; 

are attached to the powerful who #Exmex are not intimatélwigh,the‘masses

of 'the people (shih-shu erh pu-chiin %ﬁp%%ﬁ_)} and for this reason
there are no profits from the cultivation of land,}gnd'ﬁhé:e are no
incraaéedI:::enues (from ir more cultivateion).  There are not large
numberseX of people subject to labor service and (as a result) the military

S (the country)
is not strong, On the contrary, in fact it is poor and weak, which is

seen onthe outside?(hsien yi waiglyéé"). Even though th’e'bo'pﬁia?iioi;
is large, it is not known x how to use it, People are just allowed to be born
as they please ‘as they please
by themselves and die by themselves, and that is all there is to it.
But in the prefectures and dis ricts (chou-hsien), there is also the practice
of mx levying silk taxes (costs) on people on the g rounds that they are
adults or youths (ting=-chung Tq_ ); how could the intention of this
living
be to regard people as not suitable for beXmgxbsxa on the king's territory,
yet imposing taxes on them?
Gemerally speaking, it is extremely difficult to increase the population
. . bae o B o
by bringing people into the cuntry (chih-min 4 ) as was done in
former ages. Rather, wait for the population to become numerous aRs
xherxuszxghkam (is what we have done), butin the end we have not been able
to use them (effectively), If at the present time there are those who
would like (to solve) both internal and external matters by using the
already large population and leading them to the north (to conquer the
north), who would dare contest them on this? Yet no one (no official) has
made this his intention (advocated this). This is because they do not
understand how serious the basic (problem is).
In my opinion, if you have popoulation, you must gggfgggggng;cqggka;
up land for cultivation. If land is opened for cultivate, the people will
have enough to live on and tax revenues will increase. When they reside

at home, then they can be mobilized for léborservice, and when they go out
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Wo
133, 7:12b from their homes (to fight, on military duty), then they can be used

as soldiers. But at the present time it is not like this. Ve make
crouched up and haggard from anxiety

the people live XRXXRmamimrmEmEDImE %{&\% )
A4

and without enough land to support themselves. The dullest and least talented

among them become wandering guests (fou-k'e i%'\% ) or hired laborers,
while those among them who seek profit and are strong and powerful%fgn%
merchants or k¥ robbers. Even if people aan desultorily (%1%—% w;a)n&‘
then) obtain enough food xr for a morning or evening's meal but they cannot

there will be no grain offered for sale tn the market, and(
when grain on the market is not expensi&ve, still the people

live as true families, then even in bumper crop years and happy veags
%l "al%q'y;sqi
be afxaxd fearful of obtainin a few grains to eat, and there will be no
way to supply them. Generally speaking, there are no more than 1/3 of
the people who are able to pay taxes and labor service to the officials.
Those who have land do not cult ivate it themselves, while those who can
M “cultivate the land cultivate land that is not ehri own. This is thereason

/ why even though the population is numerous (and t he number of births) is

increasing, still the government is not able to utilize them (effectively).

134, 7:13a hkxrhaxhebghgxsg With regard to (the flourishing population) in the Wu-ylieh
( \%@ ) area, recently since the end of the T'ang people have been
congfegating in large numbers in the 15 chou (of this area) until at the
present time £ the area constitutes 1/2 £ the population of the empire.

There is not enough land to support them allj it is so crowded their
elbows rub one anotler and their sleeves grind? against one another( _ﬁ @
&% ). Whereever they go they are worried and cannot rest at easé
(> | - _ %

But) inthe Ching~-ch'u area( % /\d : state of Ch'u, comprising
Anhwei, Kiangsi, Kiangsu, &Km Honan, BC 740-330--Matthews, 156) the land
is wasteland and overrun with forest, and you can go for a thousand 1i
without coming upon a villge. If we divide up (and tmnsfer) the péople

in the Wu-Y'"ueh area to fill up the Ching-€h'u area, then more land
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334, 8"33a will be cultivated and the people will naturally have enough to live on.
% When they reside 4t hom they can be mobilized for labor service, and
when they go out (to war) they can be used as soldiers. Both property and taxes
will naturally become enriched without ®e having to do anything about it.
I believe that there is nothing more important that the task that faces
us at the present time,

(Note: Ma Tuan~lin says: From the Son of Heaven down to the common

s ———————
— £ people each has his occupation. The job of the princely man is to serve
L LUQ/'\ as a high minister, but it is also the job of the common people to serve

as soldiers, This is why the ancients never said that one's occupation

(job: chih a’%‘&] ) was labor service (i//\& ). What the ancients called

labor service (i) was only in cases where the army had to be raised and

people put on their armor and weapons and went out to face the swords

and arrows. Onlybxf after that was done did they call it (military) serxvice (i).

Or they might call it (labor) service) in the case of construction projects

when people personally took xu turns on duty? and went out towork with

their dirt baskets or shovels. What Confucius referred to when he said,

"féu put the people to work in accordance with hhe proper times

(shih~-min i shih /§&,\I.}\Ei_r )>» or what the w&.ng-chih( E%)

section of the Li-chi) meant bgk when it said, "every year no more than

3 days'" (do you require labor service)~--in both case this was labof service
- wa T and P LA

(i). In later ages things like theﬂhsianguting( |% )} chiin=shih

(\?t ) and other types of jotylwere all extremely onerous and

extremely base (in status). Compared to the fact that they were beaten

and received cruel treatment, then there wasn't any difference with people

who were required to serve in the armor or in miscellanoues labor

construction projects. From the time that these conditions prevadiled,

what had-been regarded as occupations(chih %{%& ) were now called (7 n

labor service (i 43\ ), and they were called military service (chiin-i )ﬁli‘g\

N
and personal labor service (shen-i )

Population. (Census registration).

(Note; The above section deals with



