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book of some .350-400 pages, VY'it.ll photi)graphs .. vlhkh ~:urveys the Bu.nn:::t 
road in another, -.;Hider (:.;:mtext.. I rnean the road tal-~en by Burma since its 
independence from a century of colonialism -and the path of one family-'s 
llistory along tl1e Bunna roacl (in l)Otll tl1e historic a.ncl metap11oric sense). 
The far.nily would be my OV·ln. 

The stc·rv of The Burma .R•:)ad is in laf!d"e measure the stc·rv of the 
I •-• I 
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ancl perplexing countrie~: in the ·v . .rorw. Once a ting·::lorn of opulent at}::l often 
bellicose dynasties .. Burma. -r.Nas fully annexed by the :8ritish in 1 oi)6. V.Jlw 
ruled until independen(:e in 194(). .A.fter a brief thirteen -year experirnent in 
democracy, the post-independence go'lernment V·ra.s (>Verp<)Vo?ered by a 
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the country from ;::1. once prized colony of great vitality and promh::e int.:) an 
itn"~)OVeri~;hed. bactward and negle(:ted nation. 

!'"' . ·-· 

Hov-l this transformatio:::.n toot plac:e-V·lhat happened after the f.ritish 
left and in(iepen(lence c:::u11e-is a story ,,..,itll elements at once comrnon to all 
modern n;::~.tions from i~·.sia t(j .A.frica Vlho share in the legacy of colonialism. 
yet. peculiar to Bu.rrna. a.l.:)ne . 

In one c·f litera.ture·'s more eloquent indictments of imperialism .. 
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required ti) shoot an elephant for Et shovl of politka.l purpose, of nwra1 
authority, in front of a native cro-r.,qd in Bu.nna. Vilha.t. has happened t.J.) .E>u.rma 

since the shooting of the elephant is a question to which feV·l outsiders ha-ve 
the ans\·\ler. AltlK>Ugll no legacy of imperialism is entirely benign, in f.un:na's 
ca.se the inheritxs seernecl in the a.ftermath a.l)le t.:) retain an unusual sense 
of balance and perspective about the colonial heritage. One observer 
traveling through the (:(HJ.ntry in the fifties sp•:)te of hOV·l the Burmese "freed 
itself from 1/ilestern domination vlitll the ease of removing an unv·lante(l 
garment:" This tf)lerance and ba.lance-so !acting in otller Gultures subjeGted 
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to imperialism-·v·las only one of the many promising trenc1s evk1ent in tl1e 
yea.rs imrnediately follo~'y·ing independence. 

The f":)pular image then -held by visit()r::; and residents alite-V·Jas of 

an idyll.. a golden land blessed by c:on·iitions.. both economic: and 
psychological .. of pec:tlliar solidity. It .... ·.las a marvelously fertile .. potentially 
self -sufficient country tha.t. hacl V.Jithin its means the very real possibility of 
bringing dO'V·lll ti..) the pe;:tsant level a better quality of life than that enjoyed 
by most other nations .. devel.:.)ped or c)t.hervlise. 

Yet in the four cleca·Jes since, Bunna has c:orne un(1er cl military 
dict:J.ti)rship that rules by decree.. forcing through ruinous economic 
n1e;3.sures ~Nhile crushing all opposition.. ja.iling and V)rturing scores of 

dissidents or suspected dissi•ients .. forcing thousands into refugee camps in 
neigl11)oring cou.ntrie::;, an(l t11ousands more into perrnanent. e:i-dle. 

Hovl a nation ca.n turn within a single gener;::1.tion from uti)pi:::1. t(l 
dvstJ:)Dia is a question th;3.t. c:ont.inues t(j t)uzzle not J·u::;t the immediate victims 

I J. .a. .I"" 
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. t~ . . . 1' 1 smce _.111s s;::tn Gee me Ets 
coincided with my ovvn lifetime. 

Burma gained independence in 194f) .. a year after I was born. 1\(;lh.::.-n I 
v..ras groV·ling up in Rangoon, I ·v.ra.s ever av-la.re of a bactground static of 
politkal tunnoil, insecurity and cl1aos. .ii.Jong v..ritl1 tl1e usual cl1ih:ll1oc: .. :l 
stories of ghosts and bogey men.. I •v·y•a.s exposed to const::mt. rurnors of 
assassinations. insun~·erKies. robberies and other routine t>ids for p}olitical . ._., . 

and social power. This unusual eX}).:)sure t() n€'V·lS and hearsay I o·v . .red to my 
fatlwr·s position as e(litor an(1 puNisher of t11e Rangoon .l1l.:'i"t:i(~fJ.·. tlw leading 
Et-1.-rll .. -.11 1·~11-1•-il1-=-1D·f? ··1·~11.1 TT ~r1 ··1 1·1·1 r·I·1·•r·~r r·f?c-r- .-. ··-t·=· t1·1(::. r·1·1r>·=-t 1·1-1flu ···r·1t1· :=11 rf?t_l. ~·d1· .-.. =·1 C:· .;:. '-· o- '-·eo-· \_ '-· 11 -· \_ -=-• 1 1 r-•rJI:f\~ ~-· ·-· ·- ·-· -· ·"=" -· '-· e ~ \J '~·-• 

of the day. It V·ra.s from the vantage point of a green leather cc·u.ch in his 

office .. ~Nhere I ..,N-a.s privileged to spend many nights as a young girl .. that I 
(Jbserve.:l tl1e parade of (:liaract.ers-politic:ians, civil servants.. rnonks, 
revolution:::tries .. students .. int.ellectuals, entrepreneurs .. ambassadclrs .. foreign 
dignitaries, and religious leaders-who came before my fatl1er·s desk bearing 

an assortment of nev·lS and 'liev..rs, both parochial and global. 
It v.,ras a time of cont.ra(lictions not only in politics t)ut in culture an(1 

identity as V·lell. Foreign influences v-lere legion as students ~ . .~lent al)ro;:v:! t(l 

' :::t.udy, then bn.lu!2·ht home forei!2·n sr)ou.ses. lane-u.ae-es, dress. fashions. mu.::;ic. 
r • u ,_, r- . i_l ,_, , . • 
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a.nc! cia.nces. Tl1ese often confliCting cross-currents prc:u:lucecl a c:onfusic:.n of 
t1.stes ;::md ideals. but rn;3_,Je for great variety and cohx. 

Y.lith the rnilitary (:(>Up of 1962_. ho>;.n.rever_. c:an1e profound ~;o(:ial_. 

politkal_. and cu.ltural change. Foreign influences 'l·lere considered unpatri(ltic 
ancl ~;UlY..rersive, a.tKl "foreigners'"" -.:/..rho ll3.(i liVe(i in Bunna for generations 
hutniliated and expelled. ~.!lJl foreign businesse::;_. lite all private enterprise_. 
were nationalized_: all foreign and private prc·perty seized. The Burrnese "·"lay 
ti) Scda.lism_. the military junt.a··s manifesto, espoused the ta~tes if n(;.t the 
1. __ ., .... ~1·-- .-,f r· r· '·1 ··- t·•r·1· ~.!-1 c· .-. r·r-A .-.tt-1.-.. -.. -. '--+t::'c< ~· "-· r.! t,.J t::' .:, '"' -'~J v .,__ __ '=::' -=··=·. 

For the citizens of :Bunna, almost overnight the villain~; changed. 
'Nheress previously the threat t::) peace and seo:::urity had t·een po~;ed by 
rebels an•j insurgents opp(;.sing the government, the threat noV·l came fH:.n1 
t11e government it:;elf. 'i,i'ill1ereas t11e nlilit3.ry once ha.(i tleen t11e patriot::;, t11e 
protector:; and peace teepers_. rwv-l they vlere the bullie::;, the spies and 
enforcer~; -thus c:reatim;~- a (:limate of mutual sus-r:>idon and fear. ,_, .r-

In 1967, at a lov-l dip in this cycle of history_. when my father V·l3.S still 
in jail among tllousat"i'::i::; of otlier political prisoners 11eW v..rit11out c11arges or 
trial, I left :Bun:na a::: an exile. Since then_. I have written in novel::; ~1.nd 

article~; about the experieno:::e of po:)litio:::al tyranny and the com;equeno:::e::; of 

~-o:ntc:. I···r':T 1-l·rc-t nrnr~l Th~ .. -·;--.t"t"in Tr~.::. ··t~c-.~r1" 1---,~c- ttl~ ~ft-~.--t .--.f th~·=·~ ~""-''111~[1("1" ;:-c-·-·~:..1 v. 11~' ._,_. ._ .•. _ ..• .J .J.J·~.· ·-··::.·'.J.J.J.J.J .J .J .... • ...... _ ·-··-··-· "-· ·-··j _ . ._. ·-·.A. ._ •• _. _ •• _. • .... ·-··-··-· ·-·~:..ro·-· ._. ·-··-· 

(·,t-1 (··r·l;:. f-=· !-I-11"1-.:r I 1-1 r·I·.-.;; r·I-l(·,c-·t r· .-.("?>!-it !-1,.-. 'T .:.1 l rt·:~- ~-::_.:-::;-,·t~. -1'~-'" T::;- t;·c.·:·~· T tr··=i .---.:. tl·l·' fi-1'=1!-l:' ·:· 
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left by political upheaval and tyranny on a protagonist Vlho::;e fate parallels 
that of her country . In Th-& J·:-?L7:r f)f t.,.~·-& ~:c~~t&-:"""J:!?. a ~;t::xy in the recently 
published anthology of travel V·lriting, .~nt.lJ.out a (rzl.id-?:. I recount the 
clifficulties of trying t;.) escape from a police state. In lJf . .:? ~~t:..' 1~·~·--? llJZ·~,- ( T~·~·-& 

Atki:lJt.A·:: Decerntjer 1969)_. I reported_. frotn rebel camps along the Thai­
Burmese b.:)rder. the e~¥~odus of dissident Burrnese r>=>fno>=>>=>-=: f1eein!2· the · ._. -c.--··-··-· ~-1 

re"~xessive reqime bv the thousands. r-· '-' , 

However_. I 11c:tve yet to incorporate all tl1e at>ove tlwmes intj) a single 
st:)ry. The book I envision VvYJUld attempt to clo so, illuminating the spots 
alone the Burma road ~Nhere one familv··s J·ournev and one countr~,T·'s destinv 

·- · ~ ; i 

intersect. The Burma :Road itself WCHJ.ld introduce c:uriosities-s.:)dal_. scenic 
anci llistoric-neculiar to t11e irnme.:liate re2"ion a!Kl t.t1e countrv as a V-l11ole 

I' ._. ' 

(rtc:e farming, slash-and-burn agriculture, teat plantations, t11e logging 
industry, elephant lore and mule apocrypha, rnissionary busine::;::;_. the 

= ~ ~-
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colonial conquest, opium cultivation ancll1eroin refinery, jade and tin mining_. 
trit>al cust...l)ms and superstitions .. to name the most obvious). 

i·. brief family history is -.;North re(:ounting at this point. Ivly father, 
E.M. Lav·.r-Yone, V·ra.s bc!rn in the Kachin state in :eurma's far north, to the son 
of an irnmigrant from Yunnan :province. Ivly Chinese grandfatJ1er had triHl 
his hand without much success at jade mining, later became an interpreter 
for the local British magistrate, and was just settling dov·m v.,rith a Burme~;e 
~Nife (my grandmother) V·Then a Kac:hin u.prising forced the family do·v.m the 
t.;logaung ri-.;.rer in a canoe. 1viy gran(l!YH)t.lwr .. still in 11er teens v111en my 
father VYTas born. TNas the niece of t11e Honora.ble U r·o Saw, a staunch 
defender of the Burmese monarchv Wll(> C:(:.ntinued hi::; zuerrilla tactics to ' ._. 

uphold the dynasty long after the King had abdicated. 
In 1v1yitl:yina., \·'·lhere 1vlerrill'::: 1viara.U(lers V·lere tc• leave their mart 

m:::mv years l:::1.ter. n:1~1 qrandfather worl::.ed as a. contr::;.c:t_.l)f and the farnily I . I ._, 

prospered. La.ter .. he ran the ·"~Royalivlail'' service to the remoter outposts of 
th~ P.,rl.tl.Ch Emnl·r·'"' ':I.Jhl·l~ ll.''l·nrr l·n nr~?t ct-.;;rl~-~~.Yittl ll- ,7~rl· ~d c~r'T"'ntc '='11•d '='n ......... ... L: .· ._: r-· ~ 1 • • ._. • 0 0 ._. ·:1. _. ._. _. 1 ._. • •· 1 _. • ._. .... . . _ ._, ..... •:t~ ___ , ·:J. ._ ct 
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overlookin12· the IrravyTadd~1 river. ~iVhen the Briti::;ll be~Ian rat.ionin12· forts v I c u 

""1 <"'~!1.-.- tl·i .~ ( "111. tl;:.c: ... ft• ~ 1"1t1• .•.t• 1•1 .~ h .• . . ~ . .., n·i -~ ·:::. t"Illll;:. C·ll r )r 11. Pot" ""t t1• !"rl ··· .::· r>t"(>Vl. ,·ll.tl·-·· -:t. '..- t:l ':;" ._. . .... ·-·~ I,_J -· t:::" .. t::: ~-Jt:;.'1,..o:r. t:::" o.:;.l. - · ·-· ._. -· r· r ... ' ·-· } •:.•. -· -· t:;: ·-· r- - ·- C: 

1.000 mules in a single deliverv. . ~ . 
'i,7il1lile m;t granclmot11er ~ .. \las unc:omrnonly v-lell read in P.unnese 

history and the Buddhist scriptures. and fluent in severa.llanguages as vlell_. 
!·n~;r t• ;1 tl·1;:.t• t1l;:. ...... l.~l~c-t .. ~1-ll.lrj ~AT•:::j c· !" (··t·t·t· fj.-·i··· ...,1 l·r·.~·.rr·1 CTJ;:>·:::jl.:·l· !"10" ,.-·1.11·1·1;:..::·;:. H;:. -.;q:::"j c· 

,.' -· ..,• '-' ,I •• ' --' ,_,. •.., •..,• ·- 1 • • ,_. ·- ,I 'l"o \...·-' •..,· _J •.., •.., ~ l.J • ... • .,_, ! ""' ._. •- . l:11o Q ·-· · ... · ·-1 • ... • • • ... • '("o •-·"-' 

sent tc1 the lo.:::al :euddhist monastery-part of a superior edu.:::ational system 
t11en prevalent in P.urma ancl largely responsible for the country's high 
literacy rate. My father's life at the monastery ended at age seven when he 
fell frorn the t(>p of a pagoda. This led t1:) his being shipped off to another 
religious institution-a Catholic boarding school called St. Peter's in Mandalay. 
Here t>No things of lasting irnportance 11appenecl: he 1earr1ecl English the 11arcl 
wa.y) "with light skinned boys jeering at every mistate I made;" "'y'yThich led to 
;:m abidin!2" passion for the En~Ilishlan!co·uage; and he converted tc) Catllc•licisrn. 

·-· v . 1-1 • 

P>y graduation in the V·lint.er of 192 7, he tiJOl::. first prize for English and 
Religious KnO'lllHlge_. V·lit11llonors in P.urmese an·j Geograplly. 

His father had intended for hirn to continue his edu.ca.t.h)n at. the Inns 
of Court in U:mdon. but this (:areer ~Nas not to be. 
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Granclfat.her's ec:cent.ric:ities 11acl Iecl him clov..rn inc:reasingly disastrous 
pat11s. He set off on expeditions to Burma's far north ()n quixotic: slave­
releasing expeditions, bringing home shrunken heads and ceremonial spears 

from the head-hunting reqions-ancl nev·T dialects and trintets fn;:.m other 
u u 

exotic: provinces. MeanV·lhile, do'Nn -.;,...,rent his capital and the proc:eecls fron1 
his pav.mshop, liquor and opiurn licen~;es. Dressed in fashionable EdvY-ra.rdian 
tv·Teeds. he deliEhted in Eivin!"c- ei-i.ravaf'0_.-ant !0:riit-s lil-:.e the hand-enqraved rifle 

• l_f '-* I I I '...J 

for his son. 
The crash came ~~vJ1en Granclfather entere~j into a scheme v..ritll a 

Burmese con -man v.Jho c:laimed t,:) have mastered the art of dUT)llcahnii r- ._. 

o:::urren(:y notes and persuaded Grandfather to inve~;t hi~; fortune in a(:quiring 

t11e right tind of paper. Y.lhen the hustler vanish eel Vlith his money, 
Gran·:ifat11er V·ras sa.icl to 11c:1.Ve registere.J clisma.y V.Jitl1 only one Peting -opera 
like ~;c:rearn-then pulled himself tJ:)gether t() buy a derelict jade n1ine_. V·lhic:h 
nr'·t_!_lntlv l-lr-.--l ·-J,:;:.·J ?1'"'1 "-l kt"ll·----1 c---·v·-·t-?tlt-!ll.fl,:::.rc· r- '·.-' I•" -· I t._ •• ._.l.._ ·-·'·- - -~~ '·- ... t::.''-- ·-·tv" '=:." ·-· ._. ·-·. 

Springing bact from this setbact, he turned his t3.lents t(:. the art of 
valuation, "pulling fingers'' uncler a. hc:u1citerc11ief for a living (o·pen 
bargaining, which v.Jould ha.ve affected the rnarl-:.et value_. was prohilJited_. 
thus (:reatin2· the sv~;tem c:.f undercover evaluation). Bv the time rmr 

' - ' I ~ I 

r-rb_ randfather died. the familv fortune amounted to a paltrv sum. obliqin£~ mv 
• <I I • '-J '-' I 

f c<tt-1,:::.1- t .-. .-. t-lt,:;:.t- I( --·,TT -~ t-!1!_1_1.:::,!-lt C·P.t-~71. (·;:::. ':"< C ':"< (•(·1[1-' [1-1("11-l t·l,:::.!-1:' 'l,:::.t~<l"l,::;.(l" t(·, ';'j,~(·(· r-1-1n·:7j r-l~T '-" ..... .... .I..) 1::::' J. ..... J. & 1,... \ t::f... .... . ..... -· I ·-· •..r C\ ._. '-'- ·-· . ..,. J. ..... "-" ·-· l.. J.... ·-· -\ ·-· ·- ·-· ·-· ..... ·-· .. ) .r-· '-. I 

the Der)utv Commissioner on tJ)Uf. In tho:=;e dav:=;, 1);3_rt of 1v1vitkvina Vl3S r- I r · I'" I I 

under the dvil a.dministration gov·erned by the Indian Penal ((>de, but vast 

tracts ·were still under tribal (_:.r customary la.-v·T. In the course of assisting the 
Deputy Commissioner V·litll t11e clispensing of justice ancl t11e collection of 
tribute, tny fatl1er be<:arne an avid reader of Codes and 1v1anuals, studying 
tliem late into the nights. Thi~; earlv taste of the la'N mav have Eiven hhn the 

~· I I ~ 

confidence, many· years later_. as a prominent e.:lit()r and publislwr, t) defend 

llimself in court against a libel suit. Fa.r from having a fool for a client_. lw 
won the case h:3.nds dovvn. 

It V·?as during his stint as a lav·T clert in Upper Burma. that my father 
'A'RJ.S enrr0- aged to mv mother, VlhOm he had tnOV•Trl sim::e Childhood. J.,.fy 

l,j 1 I 

motlwr Eleanor Percy-Smit11's family came of quite clifferent stoc:t . In my 
father's ""lords_. ·¥Eleanor, lite rnyself_. i~; a hybrid but of another kind. Her 
father . Eric Percv-Smith. nroduct of an Enzlish T)Ublic school and Sandllurst. . ., . r- •_; 1"' . 
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liacl come out to Inclia and t11e nortllv·rest Frontier. First V·litll 1 g Fane's Horse 
and later witll the Seventeentl1 Jat Lancers, he v.,:?J.s the best polo player of 
his time. My one a.nd only glimpse of hirn v·ras in my High Scllo(>l year -.:rlhen 
EdV·13.rd VI I I as Prince of ~.i'ilales (:arne to t·Aandalay and we stood in the 
t>urning sun to see Lt. Colonel Percy -Srnitll (then Deputy Inspector -General 
of the Bunna Jvlilitary Police) in action. I>robably as a result of that 
encounter Percy-Smith v..ras to referee at Hurlingharn and to retrieve the 
reputatic~n he had lost T·Nhen during the first ~h'orld V·la.r, after he had ";l-lon a 
mention in Dispatdws in I· ... fesopota.mia, he lla•J rac:e·j ~A~rmy ponies in 
Baghdad. \;'ilhile in Burma, he l1ad ma.rried the Burmese daughter of a 
schoolmaster and Eleanor and two lx:.ys were born. The Colon€-1 put the 
daughter in St. Joseph's Convent in Mandalay, and ";Nent off t.:.) catch the 
t>(:.ngo_. Vlllic:h 11e sol.::l to t11e Nev.,r ·:rort zoo, an(l to sta.rt a. garne sanctuary in 
Kt?nya. Ht? died in lvlarst?illt?s in the autumn of 19.37 and tht? obituary in tht? 
London Tirnes conc:luded with the prayer, 'Peace bt? to his soul, if such a 
restless spirit c:an find peac:e.' " 

,•, ft···r· tl· h1·r 1 Th ··1·"11·1- ("( 1·!- 1 rj ') ') r·· TT r·- tl- '·f TT·-·111!" t··· -~r-'· ~1 fr-.r· r·'·r-ul· '· ··· "'t t~- .-. • ~. .1:;1 1'::1 {\ '::1 1~ '~ 10 l ·:;. ~)~)1 Ily .:1 .• · 11::1~ \f.) -· 1 •. 1:;1'::: >;::t_ 1v .:>'::1 V '·-·'::: C.'.~ -11'::: 

Chint?st? frontier, at Fort Harrison-until my mother beca.me pregnant V·lith 
their first child. wlwn thev transferred south bact t,:) Mvittvina. i·. ";Jear 

. I I I I 

later. after the birth of mv eWest brother. mv father J·c·ined the Burma . ~ . ~ 

R-=·1· 1~ •,1-:-nrc- -=-1 c· -=-• •h '·•t:1"1+';I-1""r '·1· '='1 1· r·1·=·r· {:.f·tfl!-"-" '~, ._., ._, ._,_._, '-" .... ~.... J.~ ~ ~.... ,_._ -·r.J ·.· ·.· -··-· . It T. T'< r· 1·1-· t1.-11. r- '-~1 n~1 .-.1· tTT ~j .-. tl-1 ··· .-.{:.!"11. '··t" . v•. ,:_...:, J. , •• L ·=· \_ .• : . r-· a:.!....- • i' •: . .::· . t::- -=· ·-· ~--·· 

Burnlt?se t?Xt?cut.ive in the Ra.ilv.r:rvs that he travt?lt?d t£) KunminQ·. t£) studT1T tht? ' ~ 

pr~)blem of transporting tlle huge volume of Lend Le;::.l.~;e materiel via. Lasllio 
along the r.urma Road. In 19!) 7_. as the c:onstruc:tion .:)f the .eurma. Road 
t~egan in China_. he left Kutuning to tate t11e nt?·v.,r roacl to tl1e t)onler. ()n tlle 
w::1.y, ht? dt?toured t£) Tengyueh (novl Tengdwng) .. v..rhert? my grandfather VvTas 
born, t,:) rediscover his father's home. There he met himself enshrined in a 
hero-sized photc)graph. 

Tlw cletails of my fatlwr's t?Xploits during tht? v..rar yt?ars, first v..ritll the 
British ~6.rmy_. later with Dt?tachment 10 1 of the OSS (the Office of Strat.t?gic 
Service) are set out in tlle ~:pellbinding narrative of his as yet unpublished 
autobiography. It is a chapter rivaled only l)y tlw sub:::equent story ()f his 
cart?er as a journalist ancl puNisht?r in tl1e post-inclepenclence era of t11e 
fifties. During his tenurt? as edit.:)r of T.lJ.-? JK1·t.A·;'11,; he mt?t and talted 
privately with the more prominent politkal figures of the day: Brezhnev, 

--- ~ -----
- - - --------
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Kosygin .. Mitoyan, Chou En -lai, Nehru .. Sutarno .. Ngo Dinll Diem, Sillanoul::, Ben 
Gurion. Golda Meir, and Presidents Eisenhower and Kennedy among ther.n. 
i·~s one of the ~ .... Jinners of the 1959 .Ramon Magsaysay A-.;r!ard-akmg V'Jith the 

Dalai Lama-he was cited for beinP"0 .-.·an .:)utstandins.r defender of freedom of ·-· 
the pres::: an(l of civil rights.'·· Uncler llis exacting Iec:Klersllip, TlJe 1'l.:;t./(J.l} 

became a forceful voice v.,ridely credited with keeping the democratic: process 
alive in Bunna for some fifteen years, and perhaps more extensively q_uoted 

in the ·world press of the day than any other paper in the Far East. His 

editoria..ls V·lere Vlitty, Nting, an·j tl1oroug111y opinic~natecl. On the eve of :::1. 

visit t.).) Burma. bv the Soviet J?rer.nier. he be!-,...-ran an edit.t.irial VYTith these ' . ~ 

O"~)enins.r line~:: ··'Lo.::J: un the t:irls ::md hide the silver. Krushchev i~: c:ornin!2" to .r• 1_ 1 ~ 1_1 I_} 

t()·v·ln."" 

H,:::. ~;.;r-:-.-=- ""'rt· '· -=-t.:::...-1 t· 'r t1·1.:::. r·r-11.1 1 t:=J !''T 1· .:::.cr1· !'~"1.::> 1· 1·1 1 (J t··,? '=1!·1rl c-n.:::.t·· t fl. F.:::. TT .:::.·~ t·-=-,. • • •-•-~• Cl !;::'._, · v ,+ ! i ... · .. · li ·'-· / ,. 0 ~ v J • ~, W · .. -'I·" ·-· •1 .. · I •J / ··· ' - · - · 

·~ ,~ ·:< --~~~~11· t1" ;':=11 r 1·1· i""""(• r·1.:::.r { ···r·1.,::. "=1 !'1··1 ':'j 1'1•;111· 1"1·1 •:· '·11· t·;, <'TT ···;'·t'l1·1· !'1.:::-t·r·l '·t·1f)' t·. ···r· (• •·.,::. t· .::>1"r·· (i ·-··=- ·..J. 1~ -- .. · -··-- e -=> .) .... \ ... ) .... ·-· ··- ·-· ·-· ._ ••• ) -·-d 1 ··-· .) .... t:' ... .. kJt:' . ..J 1 .... ..J .... 1'=· 

allowed to leave Bunna in 196i} For the next tv·lo ye:3.rs, he lived in 
.ea.ns.rt.:)l=:. Vlhere he colla.b.::)rated ·v-lith forrner Prime t·.t!inister U Nu t() ()fs.r::mize w . u 

·:1 Cf;',1T.::>!'!'ll···l.,::..-lt -1·! .. l-.:::.Y•1.,::. rl.::>(l1. (·-:-·t,c:.,.-1· tr· (·,~TAt·tr··r·r·,';•,T1·! .. 11 ; tl·l.,::. ! .. I ... 1.11.f"=1!·~r r·.:::.c;1·1· .. ·,.,::. 'ii'iTl·l.,::.+·, '- o ··· I .... l ._. ,l -· ·-·.a.UJ. ... · ·.T·.··- vl.-1. ....... ... _) .... I·-· -·.L 'lo.' t. 0 . ... l .~-- I .... 0 lJ.·.·. II -..·iJ. 

he lE1.d depleted the last of hi~:: once ::lbundant funds and it bec::u1w clea.r tha.t 
the counter-revolution w:3.s not destined to ~:uo:::(eed, he moved to the United 

States. First in North Carolina, then in Maryland. he lived an impo'lerished 
t)u.t spirit.Hl life rea(ling.. v..rriting.. lecturing an(i fi:::lling until l'lis (ieatll in 

19.:30. 

****** 
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THE B TJRM.l·~ ROl; .. D 

A E-rief History 

The Burma Road. one of the 2"reat histJ:)ric and scenic hi!2"h'A73.vs of this . u '-I ~ 

century .. extends for some 717 tortuous milH: from :r::.u.rma'~: Shan State to 
Chin~r·s Yunnan Province. Like other routes of lastinQ· ir.m>ad and renovyTn -the 

~-~ r~ 

old Silt and ~e. .. mbassador Roads, the .t>a.n American Highvv'"ay, the Ho Chi lvHnh 
Trail-the significance of the Burma Road is both strategic and romantic .. 
evoting trcv:lition~: of trade, conquest.. exploration.. :::1.dventure .. 
reliQ"ion. :~·tnd endurance . .._. . 

1. (l' ,!::.(il(·,rcr;r ·- ....... -..-c,, .. 

HeV·lll from the sides of roct and dense jungled rnountains a::: high a~:: 

t,,;,(H) feet.. the road cuts acrc,ss China.-·s south"v·.rest and dc,v.,rn intc1 the 
northeast of f.urma in a serie:; of t>rea.t11ta.ting hairpin curves atKl c:c,rtscrevl 
turns. 

The f.urma Rr:::rad of \,?ilorld 1,"lrla.r I I f:3.me i~: :::1. (:ombin:::t.t.ion c,f t~rl(:o road:::, 
one built bv the British in Burma. the other bT,·' the Chinese in Yunnan 

I • 

Province. Th€- Chinese portion of the roa.d .. locally tnovln as the ·:runnan­
r:.urma Higlryv::ty, Vv'"as begun in the early nineteen thirtie::: but cor.npleted 
after thrS- JapanrS-se invasion of China. in 1'J~:,7. From Ku.nrning .. the capit3.1 of 
Yunnan, the road V·lOUnrj its serpentine V·m.y for 6t, 1 miles through high 
r.nount::tin passe~:: and o·ver t':.:lo mighty rivers (the 2,600-mile-long }.,..Iet.ong 
and the .:)(H)-mile Salween), to the village oi 'Handing on the Burme~::e 

b~:::rrder. There t.lle high~.hlay joined an older Burma Road, built by the f.rit.ish 
in the earlv p~art oi the centu.rv. ·v·lhich C(:rntinued south from the bc:,rdrS-r for 

I I • 

at1r:::,ther 116 milrS-s to tl1e railhead in Lashio. 'i,iVitll China's pr:::rrts c:losHl on her 
e;:u::tern seaboard .. this continuous highway servrS-d as a backdoor land-supply 
route that allov-led China:·s allies tf.) ship materiel by sea to the port of 
Ran!2"oon. thrS-n bv train t1) the railhead at Lashio. finanv b"v truct to the 

U • -1 • -1 I 

interior of China. 
Tv'lhen the Japanese overran r:.urma in 1942, effectively closing the 

Burma end of the road t(> war supplie:::, the allied fon::es trapped north of 
Lashir) fle,j int~~~ China, some O"~ler the Yunnan-:Eiurma :Road, by tl1en partially 
~lp.c·tt-r·-r;rp.rl :::1-r1rl 1-,!:>(lll·--.-..,.-l t'·, '="<l-1 '="•11-T.,•,,T,!::-'="1t1·1 ·-·r· tr-=-•r-1' r·(·rt_I_l·-· (·':TP.t- ~t-1 ,~,1,-1 ("'="1!-'="n7'=1!"l \. ····-· .J. .) I .... ._ 11..: • .1. ·- .... ._ _1.._."7._ t,_. '-1.. L\. .. -..·"-'· t:;' ._, .... .t~ .• ~.... t:' .) I .... L\ v ._ ·-·\.,;. '-·I·-· 



reachecl t11e Salvv-een River ancl might h:::tVe advanced further had t11e Chinese 
6r1Yl~T 1l•~t tll•'· \111"1 1 'lP tl·lp. 'Z'-:1l~,TP-P-1"1 I;•1-n'·1· l:Jt·t"tirYP- '=l+"l•rl ri;:.:=;t..--·--.;,-~rl tt·l ··· 1·,.----:1,.-l +,.-,1· a J. .1 l ..) -· -· ._J '1 ..... -· ·-· ..... __ YY ... ... r-. y 1.:;:' ·- E· ·-· ._.ij ._ I.,. ·-· ·- • ..1 vI t;::"l._ _.,l );;~ .)t;_. ·- ! ._. (. 

~000d 2 c) kilometer stretd1 west of the bridqe to tank -proof it aqainst the 
~ u u 

enemy. 
In July 1 94.3.. as the Allies rea·Jied t11eir counter -offensive in f.urma, 

an engineering corps of .30,000 Chinese and 50 Arnericans joined to improve 
or reconstruct the road from Kunming to Lungling across the Salv·leen River. 

iviea.nv.Jhile, since an early reca.pture of the Burma end of the Roacl .,,...,as 
unlitel}T, tlw .. 8Jlies ha•J clecicle·j to bu.ilcl a new artery v.Jit11 a vieV·l t::. driving 
the Japanese belo-r.N the projected route through north :E>urrna, and holding 
them off until the planned allied attac:k. This nev·l arm of the Burma Road 
would provide the needed ''eltu:)Vl room" and an alternative to the expensive 
ancl hazardous air route over the Himalaya~; (callecl the Hurnp) V.Jhic11_. until 
then. h;~_d been the sole meaJE of transporting supplies to Chinese and U.S. 
f~-:>rces in China. 

A~:; allied f•:)rces advanced frorn Assa.m in eastern India to northern 
f.urma, tl1e C11inese Expeciith::.nary Force lecl t·y General Stilvo.Tell t11us began 
constnv::tion on trw Ledo road, ;:1. suppl}T route and oil pipeline connecting the 
tenninus of the i· .. ssam railv·lay· in India. 'Nith the Burma .Road at a point t11en 
still in Chinese hands. 

The first convoy of allieci ~;upplie~; moveci along t1w full lengt11 of tlw 
Ledc) (or StilV·lell ) Road int.c) China in Janua.ry 1945. From then on, until the 
Japano::.-se surrender_. rnost of the 'rl;3_r supplio::.-s t;ent t() China v.lere routed 
along this V·lider. l)etter graded, an·J more traffic-V·lorthv r•:)C:td. 

·- . ~ i 

As 11arrov·ling as t11e t)uiWing of t11e LHlo Roc:v:l v.,ras, 11o·v·lever ("an 
itnmense. laborious tast:'' in Churchill's V·lOrds. ca.rried out in a region larcrelv . . . '-' C· I 

in enemy hands and costing by sorne estimates ''a man a mile_.'') it was done 
V·lith the aid of machinerv. The P.urma Road in Yunnan. bv contrast. had t:·een 

I • I • 

achieved_. in an epic of road l!Uilding_. alrnost exclusively l)y 11ancl. 
The labor force included some 2 00 engineers and 160,000 men _. 

\d~)!"I·l,::.t·l ·:::. tJ1··1 ~1-11- ldr~t-1 '1·)<=-tl\l ~---,t·lc- -··rt· p t ~ d 11·1.,::. t}~ -~ 0 tt-1 .~ f 11"1?1 c·c-1· >;;r-~ l?t ty~ r t. ·">t· -·--·-tv'-. ._. ,I ._,, I.,_ ..... ·- .• , [•, ll._ ._1 . I l .... t... ._,t.... ) -~. - f-._.,. . .. · J.t::: 1 .... •l; J:;; '- ··-•·-' r tv' '-·~-l._.l 1•• 1• .. ·'==-" .• 

the Chinese Armv -thev -.:,...l()rted under -r:)itiless con(litions V) chip! av.mv at 
I I r· I 

11unclrHlS of tl1ousancl::; of tons of roct using only primitive chisels, picts and 
1--l?lf-!"1!·1-·lp.l·c- 1flt'l t(·, t· ··-..-!·1··· -r,;rp. -~t lP-·::.r--._ "4f"1 ~--111"='11 .-1t.f1 ~lllfit ~f -~~t·tt·, ll.-.1· +"JCf ~-tl1TT c·ny;11 1~ '-· .... ·.J_, c.. ... ··-· ~.1J •. _.. ..... c. -· ._.~:.. . .:st.... ·-·· t:''-'1.-·1-.. (; ....... • .... ._,. ....... ' . ..J ... t:" =~l. ....t ... --.·::'1 .l.a.c • ...... ... > ._, ......... ;: .. ...... 

V.Jicter basket~3. 



The V·lOrters c:onsistecl of entire families ~ ... lllo often traveled 100 miles 
from home tl) ~Nort on the road under the han::hest of c:onditions. lviobilizinq w 

the force ~r.rere loc::t.l headmen responsible for filling a labor quota each 
month. -.;rlith a rninimutn of food, shelter and equiprilent... tlie::;e la.borers 
liactecl ancl clug avlay through jungle, mud and roct .. over s11eer precipices .. 
·~r·1~l t1·1r·(·no1·1 tll~ ·-t~f:-p,c.c-t ct· .-.. ~.r·.-.. ~c· ~1n•r·lc,. o::.I···r·Ic,. tl·If:- ~~r·=1y fr·~r·r·I ··11·s~'=lc-··· 
·-· ~- -· ~I -·c:. . v ·=' ~·~ ~ v ·-· •. ) 0 v C• ·~ ...... • " J 1 b -:... v C• .• ~ '1'1 ·- · v ~- ·- ·-· ·-··-·t::' .• 

landslides, drov·mings and other hazards. 
The l)U.ilding of the suspension bridges alone required the sacrifice of 

scores of ... suicicle'' sv.Jimmers attempting to ferry tile first c:atlle across the 
river. Accidents Vlere routine and la.ndslides frequent. Rescue missio:::ons 
follov·linq landslides V·lere dangerous. la.borious and larqelv futile. with the 

u ·-· . '--' ., . 

villa.!d·ers v..rortin•o::r mu(:h the samE> as usual to chiD a:v-.Tav at the earth v.,rith 
~· ' .. ' 

!·I·.~1tt ··· ~·1··-· t1.-.1~· r1 t··· r···· rr:1 ···TT ·~ tl· . . ~ jl·r·t 1·1·1 y,,l· .·.l····r· t- ~ •. -.l·~t·-· 1·r1 t1·1~ ~1r-r····r1,.... ~· f ~tr·p.·-·c-~ .. -. ! t:. -· .!._.11._. '-·=·.. J., t:::" .1.) ~ I._J .,. t:' 1 t:j t.. . 1( :/ l._ . .r:~.. t:' .1.:\.:.J:= ... ._. ..:· .• . ._. c.. L) 1,) ·=- 1.) 1..... ·-· .,: • .._.t;t ;:, •. • 

or by the ba.re handful-the only difference being the added urgency of 
tr~1rin!2· to unearth human bein!2'S buried ali"J;le under the avalan(:he~;. 

·-· '.J 

In tile V.JOHls of the he;:J.d of the Yunnan -J:;urm:::1. High V·lay 
i·.(lministration .. "l>y tl1is wort of n1any 11a.nds mountains v . .rere move(l a feV·l 
cu1)ic inches at a tirne .-·· 

As painstakingly as this wor~: had been done, portions of it had to be 
;_~. ,...._-. n~11. +·1-=·t ·=il='l. t•lolv r· p.,··i(>l·1p. '1 O:i·:.:.l· r·1 ·:.:. r·I..-1 ·~ O:i·~ 1. r·1-·=1 t•1(l Cf··t·l·lp. t1• r·I·l~ ·=· n r-;· •• ·-~··) r-;· . ..::. (~ ·=· ~ ·.71··, ~I··, 1· ·- · .1 ·- · _ .. __ &.. o 1 ._. ·- ·- ·-· c..b'-'· '-'· ·- ·-·o·-- ·-- . ·-· ·-· ·-· .- --· --· LI.J.J ~..1- ~. · .J.J .. . ._. _ _ ._. 1, •. _. _ 

the JapanesE> reacllHl tlw SalvRE>n river in 1 'J42.. nE>cessitating the 
destruction of tlw bridge a.nd a 2 5 tilometer section of thE> road by the 
Chinese anny). The bridge~; c·f the Burrna Road-in them~;elve~; a separate 
subject of hE>roic: effort-V·TE>re under siege as early as 1940 'When the 
Japanese l)C!ml)e<l t11e Ivletong bri(lge:; a.lone fourteen times in a four -month 
period. The Chinese engineers, hc:·V·Tever, had prepared f·:)r the possibility 
tha.t e>.rery raid might demolish a bridge entirely and thus entail instant 
rebuilding. 

To assemblE> a new t·ridge in a. rush T,,qould have t·een nea.rly 
itnpossible given the prot>lem of differing ·:lialects spoken by tile assort.e(l 
cre~.nlS. Since technical terms were not standardized in China, it. would have 
taten hours t) explain the various components of bridge repair. Anticipating 
tl1is llindrance, tile engineers had not only t:·uilt auxiliary suspE>nsions 
bric:lges; they ha.cl also stod:piled, in hidden mounta.in depots.~ spare parts to 
build complet-e duplic:ate bridges. Finally, tlley llad marted every part witll 

- -

- -- ~ -----



a ntunher l::.eyed to a rnaster blueprint so t11at any V.Jorter could tell in an 
inst~tnt v.Jhere and ho-.;"' it V.Jould fit. 

No ~;O·:)ner had a l)ornb st.rud: a bridge than the repair crew­
engineers, foremen, v.Jorlanen .. mot·ile repair units and mobile kitchens to 
provwe rneals-·wouw go to T ... ·..rort.. sometimes even as tl'"le tjomlJs were still 
falling. So efficient and SV·lift v.Jr..ts the team -.:l.Jor!: tl1a.t once, -.:Nhen the 
Japanese blew apart the crucial Salween Bridge_. apparently beyond repair .. 
the c:re'NS V.Jere able to rebuild it in a mere 56 hours. 

This Vlartime effort of c:onst.a.nt ret)uildinq miQ"ht be seen as s-.:1mbolic:. u c I . 

a mart of certain land routes V.Jll()se destiny is t() t)e recreated again and 
aoa.in. The Bunna. Road al)r)ea.rs t() l)e one of the::;e enduring- hil2·hv.Javs t:· .r- r- _, ·~ ' 
consisting of a. su(~cession of layered route~;-a thc:·rou.ghfare over an old road 
tl1at (:.tlCe was a footp1a.t.h v..rhich in turn follOV·led an animal tract -all t.a.l:inq ..... 

c:m astonisllingly faitllful r(nJ.te over t11e centuries in t11e same general 
direction. 

r·tll·n?'c ,...,~,llth-.;•,!'?r(l ,:::;o:rr,-::>nc:l·r.n l·n th~ ~Xl~ctc.rr:I H-:1n T)~!-1·.~)(1 ·:· ()(i(J ':7~"'rc '>n,~, ._. ·:' . ._. ·=- ._. -· _. 'I" c.1. ._ ._. ~:a.r-· c.r. ._. ._. _ ... . .... _. {', ._ .• _. ~--· ·-· 1_ ._. ._. .. ~) .... _ .. _. 1 ._. ·:1. ._. •:1.0 ._ .. 

Connecting tlle many regions into one Chinese nation .. tlwn connecting tlw 
n;:1.tion Vv'"ith the rest of the v.Jorld} v1ere tV·lO major roads: the nort11-south 
t.rl·lt-.. '1c·c:-?~,~l,r)r·'c· ,.·,r- Trl·t,nt~ f•t-···=i;j {c:-t' .-'~=ill~rl t)~.~-·'111c·~ 1.!1 th·)c·~ ~~'1!-l-.;r .--1~=1-.;lc- t'l!-

.L .L ~-'·--·-··-"-· ·- ·.. ·-· ·-· ~.} -· -··-· &. ·-· '-· ·- 't.·-• ·-' ·-··-· ·-· ·- -· ·-· .,. •• _. -··-· .... -· t.. ·-' ,_. ·-· '-· I ·- '-· r ·-' ·-· 

insularity, most foreigners traveling t.::-1 China were ambassadors or high­
level representatives of •:::•tller tingdoms)_: ancl tlle east.-v<lest :eu.nna Roa•i, 
v>lhich connected China. ti) Burma and other parts of Southeast ~t.Lsia . 

The n1ut.e pioneered in those davs (which tlle exist.in2· Burma Road in 
' . u 

f;ome consitierable measure either overlaps or closely parallels) beg::m in 
Chang'an, \t.Jendecl its vlay south t11roug11 tl1e steep Qin Ling Mountains .. 
crossed the Yangtze, 1·-Ae~:ong, and Salvy•een rivers.. connected -.;Nitll the 
Irrawaddy River in Burma, t11en followed the Irra-.;.A.raddy's east t·anl-: do-.;Nn to 
the Bav of :E>enqal. .A separate land connection -.:l..rith India and a sea ' ..... 

connection v..ritll tlle Bay (.if E·engal made tllis stretch an important lint in tlw 
net-.; .. .,lorl:: oi Sr:.ice Routes as -.;Nell-alth()lJ.f'll it V·t3S the Arnbassador's Road t11at. .£-' ._, 

Vlr..ts the main conduit for the spice trade. 
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.. .::. .. t the enci of U1e 7t.l1 century, follov.,ring t.roul)le Vlitl1 t11e Burmese .. tlw 

Chinese retreated north and closed the southern p:::trt of the :E>urrna Road .. 
•Nhi(:h then stayed dosed f.:x centuries. 

Vilit11 the hfongol conquest in the ea.rly 1 ~~.th Century, China's rule 
spreacl fart11er into the sout11Vlest t11an ever l)efore, effectively reopening t11e 
:E>urma Ro:::td a.s far as the Irn:t~,IJaddy River. i· .. s adviser t£) Kublai Khan .. 1vlarco 
Polo traveled in the region on his v.ra.y bad~ to Veni.:~e from Ca.t.hay, .. 'through 
~T ?>!"\'! 1·1·1·1 (·(·,:::>·:··:·t'l-)1.::> pl:1 (·,:::>.:- '1 1-1,.-1 tl-1!"() ll Cil"l ":7 ·1•:-t 1.111-1'-;l,:::,c t.::>.::>t"!-11. f1Ci ":t.71. t1·1 .::>1.::> nr'-1'11"ltr· 1 ••· ' ·-- ......... ·•· ._~._. • ·-· - ..... ·-· ·-· ·-· c.. ·- · ·- -·o " '-··-· -· -· o ·-· ·-· -··-· ·-· c. · · -· .... ·-·I-· ·-· --:a J. 

unicorns, ancl other VliW t)ea:::ts·'' l:lefore reaching a great city on t11e 
IrraT·Na.ddy. 

Following the overthro'ihl of the Jvlongols bv the Ming in the 14th 
u ~· I ,_, 

century .. China. once rnore V·lithdrevl from contact T.Hith other nations, l)ringing 
in yet anot11er periocl of isolation. /!. .. ::: the etnpire's roacl sy::;tem fell into 
disrepair, the Burrna. Road tf)O Vlas chY::ed Vlhile tha.t region in t11e sout.lnqest 
re:3.s~:erted it~: independence. 

In the centuries follovling the expansion of Eurc)pean and British trade 
in Asia, T,,.. . .r11en the sea routes clominatHl, tl1e olcl Aml)assaclor·s Road and the 
f\urma F:oa.d lost their former irnportance, and by the time of the Opium 
'Nars of the 1 i330~: and 1840s .. they were overrun by a plethc·ra of new path~: 
cut alongside t11e original routes. 

Tracie t)et.v..reen Bunna an(lt_.hma. tr::v:l l)een cotl(lu.cte(l a.long the E·urma 
Road and other cara.van routes for centuries. Burme:;e cotton l:leitw l)artered 

r •-• 

for Chinese silt and copper. :E>ut it was only after the .Britisb annexed Burma 
in the 19t11 century th:::1.t. the cross-tu)Hler economy V·ra.s boosted. 

In 1e.26, fourteen million poun(ls (;.f Bun:nese cotton Vlortt1 ~ 220,000 

v..rere e1.1)orted to China, supplement.e(l by quantities of jade .. amber, rubies, 
sapphires, edible birds' nests .. and British 't\lOolen good. Chinese export:: 
included copper, ironware, hrass, tin, lea·j, gold leaf_ medicines and luxury 
foocls ancl clotlling. The treaty of 1094, Vlt1idl regulated Sino-f.ritisl1 trade 
relations via Burma. did not bring the e~roected U.l)SUrQ·e in the trans-:eurma 

. u T r u 

trade. HoV·lever, with the development of upper .Burma, the :E>ritish extended 
the Rangoon -1v1anclalay railvo.Tay line north to Lashio, which became its north­
~.-\'lest tenninus ancl .. in 191 0 .. an a11-v..reat11er motor -road from Lashic· to 
Narntham on the Sino-f.unnese frontier. 

Follov.ling Vv\)rld v\rar I I .. the Burm:::t Road (as defined by its recent 
militarv function: i.e .. the hi2'hvola.v extendin'2· frorn Kunmitw tc) Lashio) once 

~ . '-' , u ..... 



more lost its former importance on tx>tl1 swes of tlle borcler. China enten~cl 
its period of Cornmu.nist rule.: and the centn:t.l admini:::tration .. concerned t£) 
subdue the traditionally unruly Yunnan pr~-:>vinc:e, began t,:) drive the ()pium 

warlords across the Bor•jer inti.) Burma. Integrating Yunnan intc1 the rest of 
China -..,qas never easy .. ciue in large part to its mixe.::l population of 24 
different minorities V.Jhid1 make u.p a third of its 4.3 million people. 1vt::my of 
these, along ~Nith the rnajority Yunnanese, alscj happen to live on the 

Burmese side of the frontier, creating a c:u.lt.ural ebb and fhJ\'l. 
Burma meanvv•hile V·l3.S caught in its ov.m protr::v::tecl civil v.Jar .. mu.c:11 of 

it vv•agecl in rE~Q·ions throu12·11 V-lhich the road r)assed. Conditions on the road w w w r 

~;tea.dilv deteriorated from the ea.rlv 1 q6r:)~; on. ~ .... .Then a (:hange in Bunna's 
' I - . •-: 

central go'lernment to a military •jictatJJrShip iS()lated the country and all but 

destroy eel the infrastru.c:ture-inclucling most of its roads. 
Phoenix-like, hovv·ever .. the :Eiurr.na Ro:::t.d today once more is up from 

the ashes. Not only is the entire stret(:h-from Lashio tf.) Kuntning-:)perable.: 
since 19f.,f:,, v.,rhen a cross-border tra•je agreement V·l3.S signed betv·Teen 

- - u I..} 

f.urrna a.ncl China .. tlw rc)a .. J 11a::; t)ecome increasingly vt::1.Ne as a tn .. Je anci 
travel route ""•ith irnport:J.nt national, bilat.er:::t.l-la.t.era.l, and int.ernationc:1.l 
ramifications. 

In recent vears. China ha.s e:::-:erdsed a maJ··:)r 1)(;.1ic·1.,. shift V·.rith re:Iard t.::) • . r-· .-' 

f.u.rrna. :eetv.Jeen 1 96~.-197 ~... China. provWed 11eavy moral C1J1(i military 
SlJ.T)TXirt for one of :Eiurma's insurgent grour)::;, the r.nulti-ethnic Communi::::t. I"' r· ·~ ._, r· . 

Part~1 of Bunna. whc6e armv (>:)ntrolled much of the Burma. Road territJ:)fV. I . I I 

In 19c/) .. hov·Tever, internal dissent led t(;. the disintegration of the CPI\ 

::;cattering its former lea(lers to China, an(l tl1e rant an(l file mer:nl)ers l)a<:J: to 
their respective ethnic armies. 

This event roughly ·~()indded with a much larger upheaval that shoo~~ 

the country as massive anti -governme-nt demonstrations threatened to 
topple t11e central military regime. T11e uprising -..Na':.: soon ruttllessly crus11ec1 
by the military (foreshadovvTing by some four months the showdown at Tien 
An Men Square). But V·lith the exodus of tJ1c1usands of :Eiurmese dissidents 
(mostly students) V·Tho fled t1) the border areas in the -.; ... .,ate of the 
uactclov.ln, the central gov·ernment. faced a t11reatening nev-l situatkm in 

V·lhich urba.n di~::sidents a.nd ethnic armies -.:Here t11rc·-.. .. vn t()getlwr for t.!ie first 
time and presented the dan~-.~·er of makin12· cornmon cause against the rnilitarv 

_, t.j V I 

regime. 
u 
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time ancl presentecl t11e danger of mating common cause against the military 
regime. 

Partly in response V:> this threat .. but possibly also because of the 
1. r· ···r· ~-- ,....1· 1- c.- r11·.- 1· 1- - 1- tl- ~ -.. -.1-r· ... t-n'.-. ·-~c· .-. -, • ·-r·;:.·-· .-. ' 7.- r· ... ;:. ··1 t·· T.7 t•- ;:. ' .-. ·- ,-,. r·t· 7 7 ' ' 7 ~.,.- ·- t•- .-. 1'·-· ~ d::o 10 ~ c1. 1 (_) 1 -· L. (AJ _l ll. y ::- I ·-··.J'.JLd ·-·~-::.· >:::'..:~ct ._.t_ .. _.•~ J 1 _Jl._. 1VI1;~ ~· •, 11 •:, ·:H, HI:::' 

E·urmese government in recent ;.1ears has sought.. tllr<)Ugh bribery or 
.-. ')~~- .-.1· ;~,f-1 t;·· c·tt·1·i.• ~ S~ n·~ ~-.-, t~ f·~':j c-.:::. -fl' t-.:::. 'l '· 'ilc- ~~ T1· tl-1 t1·1~ TVjt"l. () 11 c- l f"[I"1~ ··1 r;f- '·]] r C· t_.a. ._. ...... .... , .. J ._, .t= ... ..., '1,; 'J' r.-· c.J. c.1. .... _. ._ . ._ .• __ .._,""~ '-· ..._ It:' c .. _. "" _. .._. v C!. . ___ ._. c. ._. t 0 \_J _ _ r-J._._, 

v·lith the ret;ult that most of the ethnic: groups formerly eng;3.ged in anti­
!~·ov·ernment insup~·erKies have seen fit to lav dov.m their arr.ns for the time 
~ ~ ' 

tleing . 
... 11. ... mong the neutralized groups ;:J.re memt)ers of the fonner CPB .. v.Jho 

reportedly ha';,re been given license by the tnilitary tJ:) .:::ondud. business as 
usual-vlhich presumc:1.bly inciu(les continuing t(> traffi.:::t in opiun1-sc· long as 
t11e;.r refrain frorn joining any insurgent group:=;_ 

Vilitll the disintegration .:A the :eurmese Cornrnu.nists} China has ._, 

changed its beneficiary to the military government .. selling aircraft, tants 
;::md l);::ttf(>l shiDs '=l.JOrth more than US $ 1 t·illion through favorable lonQ· -term r r u u 

loa.ns. 1v1uc11 ()f t11is infusion arrives t)y v.Jay of the Burma P.oacl-along V·litll a 
ste;::1.dy stream of consurner gooc!s in heavy demand throughout Burmese 
to~rms . 

Truct::; plying the Road in the other directh::.n carry premium J::.urmese 
corr1moclit.ie::; t11at inclucle nev.J aut.orn.ot·iles cl1anneled t11rou.gl1 Rango(m's 
bla.d:. -market tx) escape duty in China.: vast shipments of tirnl:)er extracted 
from Burma's ever-thinnin~ teak forests: and of (:ourse O'~)ium . ,_, . I·· 

Eighty percent of Ne'=.:·7 York's illegal narccJtks market is allegedly of 
Sout11east i\sian origin. Of t11a.t amc·unt .. more tll;3.n tvlO-tllircls is s:::tW to t:.e 
harvested in the J::.urmese sed.or of the C~c·lden Trian!d·le. h1ost. of the ._. 

refineries operate in Kokang .. the p·;)ppy-growing state adjacent to Yunnan .. 
putting t1lis abun(lance closer ti::. a potentialiy va::;t tnartet.-China ""*n r()ute tJ:) 
t11e international tracle. 

'\iVith the re!d·ion .. s fastest groV·lin~,...r heroin center located in Burma l·ust ·-· ,_, ._) 

this ::;ide of the frontier .. the Road has become one of the main conduits for 
siphoning narcc·tics out of the not()riou:=; Golden Triangle. ...~ ... 1993 U.S. St.:J.te 
Department stud;.1 conclucled that v.Jhile ThailatKl llacl t)een tl1e main door 
through V·lhich n1c·st C·f the Golden Triarwle oDium -..,qas finding its V·lav to the 

·- • ·-· I"" ·-· ' 

international m;3.r1-:.ets. no"."l:3.davs only about half that amount e-oes tllrou.Q·h 
. ' v u 

T1lailand .. the ot.11er half being (:hanneled through China. 
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In 1990, tl1e Chinese government revealecl that 1.41) tons of heroin - -
~Nere seized in Yunnan-more than five times the t{)tal in 19·~i9 . Last year, 
the c>fficial t::/J:hNr Lt::r:!~·:.v ne~,nlspaper c>wned up to 2 50,000 registered addicts 
in China-a no doubt c:c>nservative figure. The purported scale of clru.g 
traffl. r·I·· 1. i'1lj"( 1. ~-1.:;1' rt ~ lh1' fl'=< l'!'lC:JrP()VT .:::.~- curiCf pc.·+-e: ':1 t }p·:j ct to Cfi[nP [1'="1 rc·r)ti (·C p ~.;r,prtc; \.,; .._.:'a. J.jb J."'" ., ... &.~ - · \..\ ..,. ... '-·~ ._, bb.._ . .._.t_;_,~ W. • v\.. • ._1~ ... ._1-._. • .. · '-· • ._. ,.......,"'-' '-·•~J:J._. ·-.-

official complicity at high levels. 
Paradozjcallv. this trend is at odds -.;Nith the severitv of some ' . ' 

prc·vincial administrations in meting out punishment for drug-related 
crirnes. In l)order t(>V·lnS, signs ancl poster::: outsicle police st;::ttions and lwaltll 
~11.1'11. (··-· P'1. u r. rfr-=· p"11. (• ~;.T·•rrl1. i'11(J ,r,f tl'lf'! rl·::.t'1("( r. r-=- :-:.f ~11'1 1 rf '=1 t·Jl·-· ~ ·~1 1"1·j tt-1.-. 1'1(· rt· '·t"C r. f 1...- .... ::) c, v t;- 5 o . .. - 1~ .., r·:c\ ~~ c~ v .... _. "- ,_,_ c_,t:-' ._. .... .._ \..;.2 . .__ J _.:at::' c. l.. ... 1 t:-' . .J t...J ._. t._J 

AIDS .. n(>-.;N on the rise in many Yunnanese t_..:)wns. Drug t.rafficters are 
routinely execu.te·j in China after summary trials .. their bei'ore-and-after 
pictures clispla.yHl on puNic posters. 

Chinese influences ot>taining on the E-unna side of the border may not 
b~ r~s s~ns?ttion:=~l hnt. t.h~v ar~ non~t.h~less of (:onc~rn t() its· f>t.h~r n~i!=(hlx>r~: 

- ~ --- ~ - - · -· .• - - - - - l - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - ·=· - - - .• 
India and Thailand. v.rh() have reason to won·jer if it is moving a.lone: t;u.rma's . ~ ~ 

,.... ···11t1·1 ~. r~-1 .-.. -. ·1·-·t ~,,~-1 ~.1- ~ 1· t 1·1..., c- t··, 'll.lt rr··1·11· t~1 t'TT 1· 1·1c-t~•11~•t1· '· 1-1.~ 1·1·1t .. ~!. t1·1 ..... ~: It-........ -11· ~..-=-1.1-1 ,:.I._J _ _ t:' .L 1.._.t).:. • .:• ..• v' J. ~;;'" I;;' . o . ._, Jt.;;. . .1 ~- i' ._,.·Ct. •:t. _. 1 .. ..J ::J_. ,..,_, _ 

CKea.n. Up nortl1, just a fe~.o\l h.:)urs soutlnve~::t of the Sino-.E;urmese border .. 
the old car->ital of Mandalav is ez;)eriendn!2' an economic boom thants to an 

' ~ u 

influx of Chinese Q'OC•ds brought in along the E-u.rma Road to Last1io and u ~ u 

tl1ence to Iviatl(ia.lay. Cllinese-.:)v.,rnecl 11ouses .. hotels anc! stores are on t.11e 
r1. C:;;::> ~n 'l Cl'11. [1 ~.c.~ ~1·1n1't•1 ~. Pl'C' '=11'f'! t't-r:1r· r '· ~T1. 1'1~( ~1·1~. 1'11. n-1'1T. ,.~ TT ft• r.t•r·1 l, ·111'- •"l·=i 1·=1 TT t .-. .... . _... ·-· l l. ~ 1:;' ·-·t:' t:' 6 t:' ·~ ._. ·-· _. r.J •.! i ·=- ._. t:' 6 YY ·-· 7 l.J lY -:.. ll. ·-· ·-· 7 l)._J 

Rane-oon. a.nd also buildine· a ra.il~rl3Y line frorn 1viandala.v tc· t·ilVitt~.rina, near 
·-· .- ~· I 'I I I 

the Chinese b.::;.rcler. Chinese j()int ventures inclu·je an international airport .. 
irrigation clams, l:)riciges, ancl s:.::1.tellite stations. 

These and other activities point to a period of incre:::1.sing cooper:1.tion 
between E-u.rma and China. in ·which the E-u.rma Road once ae-ain mav become 

· U I 

a major highV·l3Y servicing, f(-,r better or -.;,qorse, a mu.ltiplicity of shifting 
alliance::: and interests. 

* * :+: * * 



THE BURM.i~~ ROi·~D 

Prc'~ced ure 

In a(lclition to tlie usuallit)rary '\Alort and cotnputer sea.rc11es, sorne of 
V·lhicll v..rill require researchers and tratEla.tors, I anticipate extensive 
interviev·lS in Burma, China, Japan, England, and parts of the United States. 

In China., I ~Ar(:,.ulcl mal::e one r.nore trip do~.Al!l tl1e f.urma Roa.d, this time 
'\·1,rit11 the help of the Lung family. Lung YD.n, one of the great au.V:K:rats of the 
T.,qarlord era, v .. ras the provincial go~lernor of Yunnan v..rllen the road v..ras first 
built. Hi~; son Shin12· Lu.n12· lives in Hon12· Kon12·; his dau.Ehter, I··.··lrs. Celia. LunE. 

,_, ·-· ._. a_l. '-' ,_ •• 

in Vla.shim!ton, DC. E-oth are friends of n1ine. Tl1ev ha:r;.re stron·2· fa.rnilv· ties 
u ' u ' 

atKl influential friencls in Kunrning, V·tllere t11e Lung family rnystique is still 
remembered if !lt:)t felt. 

The Lungs have kindly given me access to fa.tnily contacts and 
archives in Yunnan Province and in the United States. In additic·n. thev are . ' 
e-"1·-r.::.r· tr, 1-,·-·ln !Y1>=> 1r· -~--1t>=> ·~t-1TT E11t·r·r1·-1 f.'r··~rl .::.~:T·.::.t·t·-· r·r· -=-11t"TT1.TT('!-s t1·1·1t r·r-11·o·tlt 1··.::. ~C.;:=. ... .r.· ... 1:::' 1-· ... ~- . .,n ... •: . .. ··.· C.·. y .• -· •:. . .. . )<:_ .• " ~ . .:'::..1) ·-·... -r:• .) ._; - · \' •,• ·-· ·- <:. . -· C• -· _J "J' 

Finallv, Shin12· Lu.nE has r:)fiered to arranqe for me a triD to Burma to ~ ,_, '-' ,_, 1 .. 

see the other Bunna Road-under escort l)V one of the minoritv armies. 
' ' l!.ltl1r·11.-r1· tl· ~- B 111_!_- ':'> Rr·· .- ·-1 1·-=- t.::.r·t· tli r·=111TT , '1!- r~ .::.r· tt· >=> 1·111_1. •·d1· ··-t1· .-. !- r· I- t1· >=> ~~.::.r t-r·3 1 '- '- · ._) -·;::. 1 .· 1 0:;:' I -· Ilc.o. "• ._).j}.. ·..J .··-· ·-· 1 4 ·-·•:. ,1' I_. 1-.+ ·-· ~ 1... • -· ::J '·-· .• I.) 1 ._! • 1... ·-· ., .1 -·~ •:, 

minorit.v !2Tou.p .. ~; ~.vhos€- leaders are friends of Shin!d. Lun12·. Their cc·ot:;.era.tion ' ,_. '-' ,_, r-

1 ·1 ., -· ._ _. ._. _. c.1. , ·1 ,_.. ._. iU e ._. _.. -· _. lc.•.H _. L r 1 Lcl.l ·1 r ._. -~ 11rL ::; 111 U!L ._. 1 . .c.t -~111.:: T~ Tf'l1llri p•t"(·,t)·-t-)lTT i··.::. fY ( !" • ll>=>lr·t-111 tl· .-,. • tl· .:> t"l·l·t·- "TT .:>Ji" • •• .::.'-· • • • rl>=> ·t·-lT. ,-· 
l ' u ,_, 

su.c11 a. trip. I prefer to accept this offer only· as a last resort, llov . .rever, ancl 
believe it V·lC)uld be rnore t)rudent to Q·o t11rou~rh official channels first bv 

~ u 0 ' 

applying for a visa. This conventiona.l rout€- through Rangoon v-.rou.ld enc:tbl€-
me to revisit asp.ects of n1v fa.milv historv lon2· inaccessible to me. Of course. 

I I I •-1 • 

given my politicalllistory, the litelilwo<j of my t·eing allo-':,qecl l)act to :E;u.nna 
is slim. Nonetheles:3, it is the route I must try before any other. Should I fail, 
hov-.rever, I intend taking Shing Lung up on his offer. 

It is al~;o possible that I am unable to !2"et int1.) E>urma. ly,.r anv means in 
U I 

t11e near future . 
Ot.l-1P.1- ,...., TT P.t·:::;P.;~1 ~::; t.t-.=i ~r P.l ~.·.ro nlci 1·1-1(111 cl P. Ft-!!J·l;=1!-l(l ~~.r1-1P.!-P. I r:. '1;~1 1·1 t.() TF1. ~=;' t. t.l-!P. - .. ,. V \ ,. - ,. -·- ,. -· ~ ,. : 1 ,. -· ,. ,. -· ,.,J. ,. ..;....& l=l -· .. .t J I I - ,. ,. I'" - · ,. • \ -1 .. ,. ,. 

libra.ries of t.11e India Office .. the Office of Public Records .. and Ca.mbridge 



University's Nee(lliam Researc:ll Institute, for research on t11e colonial angle. 
Vilhile in England, I V·lOUld al:::o see!:: tJ:) tract dOV·ltl relatives ::md 
a.:x1uaintances of mv e-.randfather Eric Percv-Smith. \h.rho mi!2:ht shed more 

I •- I · ~-

information on llis politica.l arKi journalistic careers. 
I tnight also find it useful tJ:) travel t[) Ja.pan, to intervievl veterans of 

the Burma camr->ai2'ns-.:::-r an•l informed relative~; of tho~;e no lo:)n2'er alive. 
J-l I I.J 

Fi. t" ·-llTT 1. !" t'- .-. TT t" 1. t .-. tl ·~t·- t~·-· I 1 7•"•1Jl·"! '· .-. i' •"lll '·t 1. r t .-... ,.,1· AT' rr· 1" ' · t A t"lYT T 71. tl· .1d. y, 1 _.Ht:' ._ . • 1 _.>:;'._ ,:;. .d _ .. _.::.•.. /•, '·--' -· '·- '·-·'·).J.l'·- --'·-· _. l.J:::'l , t:' v•, ·=· lv _ . •. _.. 1 y •h _. 1 

!-~l-=-•t1.17~C fr·1· C.t"o 'lC: -:<t"f{l '·otl"l~t- j'.,T~·ft/ot~· C··")1 ·]+"·"··"·C" f'·r· r·r·····,r···· f~<fi:}l.l':T lt·or·~ t)JJt ':',71.-1-1-1 -.• L\· , ._ . ._11 -....-.a..a.·l._._aa...t. ._ \._. _ ·-· .J'fLlhi1..-~.J ,_•~1.. . .!\....·t:'--.• I.,) .L-.· J::t C.l. j •.• ._ . .. ·-· · '/, J.. 

Burma scholars, old Bu.nna. hand~:. Det.c:hment 101 :::md Flving Ti~ .. ~r rner.nbers, . ,. ,_, o· 

CBI Theater and ~A~rrnv Corr-:o~: of En!2·ineers veterans for more hist(lrical 
' ·~ 

t-)~1 •"·1·· .-.. r- 'lll fl•"! Tl"r ·' ,-.. -. 1. !"It.-. !"T71. (:. T a·-· T 17•)J1lt! t'i 1' .-. T)l·-· .-. ·' 1·1-· tt·l·"· A A 11 r·r· A ..... !- tr1· r •· t ' · L-•--~·-· ·,_c, '·- -· r._ . "''=:.'-:•t:' .. J::! ': ·-· '•'• -:• \ ', t._ - · ·- _ .. : .. = ... ~ r- •.:.1.'-.-~ .L --1 -=::' • •• .!.) -· .:•!:::" t_. .. !).:• ).) 

se:.reral c!ifferent. st:1.tes: most litely Cc:1.lifornia., Nev.,r -:rort, I··k::t~sadlussett:::, 

part:: c·f the mid-·v~~·e:::t. .. and c·f course Vilashingt .. :Jn DC. 'i,iilith proper planning I 
hc·pe tJ) fit intJ:) rny trips not o:)nly interviews but visits to libra.ries lite 
Harvard's and Cornell·'::: as V·Tell. In 'i,i'ilasllington .. DC .. I hope to continue my 
resea.rcll at t11e Lil)fary of Congress anci t1w Fecieral Reconls Center at t11e 
National ~l!.~rc:hives . 

AlthoU!2·h it V·.Tould be r)rema.t.ure t(:· set out the contc·urs c·f nr,.r bool~ at ,_, r-· 

this e:3.rly date, I envision a highly per~:c•nal and :3•:)n:leVolhat unconventional 
approa.c11 t() rny cor.nt:oina.ti•:::on of llistory, rnernoir a.ncl oralllistory. The rnore 
det:J.iled sections of this lx>ot proposal emphasizing the llist .. :)ry of the r:.urma 
Road do no::>t refleo:::t their proportionate v;3.1ue in the final text. Ultim:3.tely, it 
is my family-'s story set, ag:::1.inst the ~:tory of modern f.urma, ,,.vl1id1 V·lill 

clornina te. 
Sor.ne rnodels v..rhc:·se spirit I hope V-lill infonn the boot are: 

Naipaul l~-:l.tJ" A[::~t7· .;v- ll7:t~f"J}.&Ss;~·~ · Colin Thut:oron l~9:&J:.'l/l(i t:b··& JF~1:Hl 

'1"/{''ot>~.·-· ,'of" th~ /1l.'t ,~~"· ,1.1\l1-::.111"1·r·.:::. lr· .. 111·c l·T,".·~ Y ,.~· ... · ... ~, ... .-..1 1.U.Ji.• i.. ·".Ji.,. ..._1\.·LJ..,·:• 1 '-1.- ,.-•._- ·- · ·- ._I ::: .J .J.J " .. . 

l.s:.tJd {~~t- t.h~ {;.r.&.::1t l.l1"}.:~g~)· J?eter Matt.11ieson (T.J~~.& S.Jkn~·"" l~f:~mi(t>~· and Jan 
Morris (1Msl:h:.\7tk~'}5) 

I expeo:::t t~.) complete t11is boot v-1it.llin three years from the starting 
elate. 

2 



'1 ("1-11. !"!AC,:::O J '·o111"!"1A ~;r J.-. ·-· · .. · ._1 · .. • 1..,. -· ·..,• I 

.:'.·.r·r-1·' J. '·111·r·1·--TT.-. 1·r1 r·-rn--~-- l-1f1'1'"' fA"~lll·,..~ ..., 1· '·TT --mm'"'rlj r·,rl th'· j...,n 2tl._.l ~ I._J -· J::.' y .:1 J:::' 1._.1 t_.t;' 1:. 1._ ·=' ._.1._1 -· .a. J:::' CJ. ·._ f::.' i' I._.I .... J _,:t_ 1.. • ·-· ... t";' t. 1._. 6-

lL''f"f) lu.lL9{> lu.l ~Ne learned to yo(iel .. ~Nhenever Hua .. our good-natured 
driver, veered off the old ro;::v:1 in fav·or of a ne-o:,q superhighv·.ra.y. He gave in 

Cil':>flr·,::.c b (.i. ._ . .... . _. in (lirection faster 
sur)erhh;.rhv . .rav. Then he v-tould searo:::h his rearvievl rnirror for some dues on r· ._. ' 
our f;3.o:::e::; that nue-ht e:::rr:>lain thi::; strane-e fi1{;3.tion o:::·n an old road. v ~ u 

Prov·.rlinq the road -..,..,rith me V·lere mv friends P.ertil and Hsens: Nou.nq 
'-I ' ;_,) I..J 

studv f·:::or a boot I had in rnind; t.lle Lintner:: ·v-?ere ao:::o:::o:::ornr)a.vins.r me t(l t11e , . r- , ._. 

Burrne:::e bo::>rder .,.Nhere they planned t,:::o repo:)rt on the o:::urrent intno:::ao:::ie::; o:::·f 
the Sino-:eurme~::e border trade. 

BertH i::; a. SV·le(lish journ:::i.list and t11e autllc•r of :::everc:tl ir.np·:::ortant 
t .. ::: .. :)l:S on eurma. Hi::; V-liie Hseng N·:::oung .. :::1. fo:)rmer guerrilla in the Shan St:lte 
Arrnv. 1::: a l)h(:ot(lEraDher. .L~.fter Dlanni!l!2. our trn::o (•Ver a :::erie::: of tra.ns-'. r- ~-~ .1. J. ._. .~. 

'1 tl·-r· t1• .•. ····-11·-· t'tl· p. T 1. r· tr· .-. ,...-. 11" T~ .-. l·r·· r~ .- r·· .-,.}---· t-' I rJ. -· ·:.1. l -· '·-· •. _. ,:1. ·=· "-· 1--· ..... 1 -· 11::.' .. ·=· '/ ~ .L £.·.:1 . .~.!.=.. ·~o.'-... J-&. ... ), 
•.J . 

rnet 

bv r-·lane tJ:) M;::~_n!2":::hih. the nearest airstrip .. to:::· the eunna t~~:::.rder. From there: r ,_, . 

contim.1.e l:Y;l bus to the fn::ontier V::ov.m of Ruili .• .:!..t Ruili. the Lintners tne>l·l . . 
r,,::,,.-·,nl>=> ~.l i,...· (·, (· ~·, J]lr• l"IAln T.',Tl"t"~--1 ·=1r·r--=•.,...1CiA!"I"1At1tc· t(·, r··-·r·lt ·=· r·}-l-c:.nffp.l]t"A(l r··:jt" •t-1 ...... 71"11·..--}-1 !•' ".' "." ~." ._., I 1 J.l '-' .... 1. •• - · ....+ .._, .t•' \ I .. ..1., t...;, w_r,,l., b.._, '•' -._1 .,• •.,• ~ •' 1._1, •.•J. '-.1. 1_1,.!.1, ._, I_,J. • .. • '- ._.r_,,L l 1 I •.,•J. 

~ ·. TA ~ ·. T("l'ltl '11"1. F p. 1"· ·=i ..-·}· t .-) It111"1!"Ill. fl'"' -c> 1·-··t-1·-· t1"1A P.ll!"!"I"l·-1- ~· ,.-. ·=i ..-1 w p. 1"1'=1 ,.-1 ·=· ~ <1P. .-. t,· t .-. II ·-· II . .) -'· ·- ... _ I ·-· ). __ ·-· .. )._ .&. -· 0 ·:l. ·-· c, -· ·-· LJ -· ·-· r: .. . )._,.. . I I ·-· ·-· ·-+ •J. /Y ._. !:;.' J.a.. ) • .) 

accomplish this. 
No sooner had V·le settled int() the Ku.nmin.;: H·:)tel ':,.vhen V·le had tJ.) ,_, 

1-..c, tl"ll. 1"11' 'lll t" r·l·::.rlc· I·.T '·, t1 ,~1, P-t·=· "':.'.TAt" '· -=· -o;T·:j 'l·=·t·lA fo'··r· '=1 I"l"';;r ,·' !" tl"l r . t-o: •,J(·, ~1·=· 1"1-o:J fll" Ci~-. t-=-v .. 1... ~.... -·"" I:-) .L._\ .._, . ..~.... ..·J. .... ... .... .._, • t ._ . .... ~:;; \..\ 1 • __ J. ._._ J .... .... ·-· 1 .. ..J ... t:' . t , ._. r._ •j. 1 0 11 _.._. 

time, I began to sut;pect:. in the imaginable future) . 
• 6.iter tvlelve hours of info:)rmation-gathering and hard bargaining v.,;e 

mana.ged to fino::i a cllauifeure(l ve1licle for rent, a c11ange of plan::; t11at 
t-,::.,.-1111·!-A(l (i!"l·-o;Tl·t-·c< t..-· tl"!A t-.,,.-.,1-,.-lAf" ~1!·1,.-l!"l~;rl· !-10" t-. . =i•-·1-' ·=·t·1··1 ·=11·1 A1Af_!_',:::.l·lt (·1" ri ::._t: t' •. ·t_.l·!.;:._:f·.;:._: 

·-· ·- -· ·-· ·- ·- 1 1c~ ~·-) -· ._. ~-· ·-· ·- ·-· c.. ·- 1 o ~ .. J. _ _ ·-· ... . • ·-'· "- ·- · ·-· J. ·-· J. ·-· -· ·-' - - ·"''- -

V·ra:~.: no guarantee c·f air tid:ets fr·:::onl the border back t1:) Kunming). 



Ttl1.1_(_1 'il'ii,.-·t-1,.-l ..-·..-lJlt-rtt-1.(:;.'=" ft··r-~i(:;.t tt-r"=lt :=~ ---~·l·=~ll~T (:;.>:T~1-~Tt1-r1·1-1',. 1.'=" rr··=··=·1·t->l{:;.-r-1-..->F1·..-l(:;.t1 .+ • .) ·-"- ....... -· .· .., ·-' ·-· c, ·-· .., -·1 '-· ... , __ r._.L.a_ \..:. I ·-· t J:::" ~ -· 0 ·-· rJ ._;._ .. _. ~- ·-· I-' ... 1 ·- ..... _ .. 

yo:)U are V•lillin~ t() ::tuff vou.r::;elf 'Nitll utl~.".r.3.nted meal::;, feisrn interest in 
r 1- 1 I • •,j 

trophies and farnily phot~:)s, enga.ge in hours of punishing chitJ~:hat., ::md listen 
to long Nov..r-11arcl monolc·gues as ::1. mean::; tc· v..rinning t11e neecie(i favor. Tl1en 
there is-in China C:i.S everyvvThere else-t11e l::indness of stranger::: ~~>Tho go out 
·.)f the1r 'N3.}'y to help dottv foreh,...--(ner::; attain thdr ab:::urd ~oal::;. 

• " -· cr 

A combination •:)f the abt:)ve r);::tid off in our case.. a.nd b'' the next r· -· i 

·71 ft""1-r:l '· .. ~t-1 ''·'{::. ~ · v·r-~ 1--..=- r-t-{::.11·!-rc,. ?~l•~•rlo tl-1{::. 1-1~''·' c·n n.:=:-r-l-11 .... 1_1~/,T·~v (l'lt of lfl_,t-11-r-r1·r-r~_, '..:. ~ f. •.• ) •• ·-· l' t:' v _.1_1,. vJ.. 1::1 \.:, ._. b v •,.• 11 ._, -·L• ,.• 6 1 1•-·l •,.• L. -· - - ... r"l 

a.nd f->ast its exu.berantlv f-iOllutin!2· fact(iries and suburbs. Eiehind the vvheel ' ,_, 

.. )f our shiny white Peugeot 'Nas Hua, a::; tall and hand::;on:l€- and tolerant a 
driver as (:.fle could hope to find V·lithout. placing a personals a.d. i:.~ jaunty 
(·,u~r-t-11·cr1-1t 1--·,-:-,cr ·;1 nl-:-1.:-·-· t·,(·, ~tl·-· f1"11(:;.tl Tt,ll.~l-1 t·,in Cit--7<':! t(:;.·7' 1~·;<~1{::.'=" c-'··;11·'1·t-,n it-, .-..1--:-lTT ·•· • ·-·· o ·-· t-.·'-'·o.· \.i. 6 \.,;.·-··=- -· ·-·'-·-·J.t:.' ""·-· ·-+ \. t -·lc oJ.'-\.1 ···· '- '- ·-·'-'- · ·-··-· --·'-)'-. ·"' .1..1c .1. .L o '-·Y 

'NatJ?.r. a.nd a pa.ir of mob~::tJ?.r su.nglas:::es distinguislled him :::1s a veter:::-t.n of 
lon~-di:::tance drivin!2·. i·.(:(:On:linl2· t() the middleman ~Nho had br()u~·ht us ,_. :_• ,_, ,_, 

t .-. Ci .~ tl-1·-· ~ Hll"-1 T' y.-1 .-. rjl·-· .-1 r1 T"· t- .-)1- .-. ,-.,-.1· .-.1-1r1l 1-I-1'· t .-.r- ~T., '·1·-· r-·-i .~ .-.-),),_ ~ •' t::::' 1 I _,C.•, '.'':" :: .. :1 1:.. •=•'•.• 1:. ~J, •. J,_ ~ .:l.:l J,) C., J,_J ) .. J '·.· 11 J,_. t::::' ::_.,£._.'=:;:' 1 ' 
~ . ~ ' 

f .. -.,,.1!1..-l tl-11·.:- r-~-=-· ·=··:·1 11_1· !-1Ci H{::. c-1-rt·.~',T~..-l C•tl-1{::.!- ·=·1"crt-l':· .-.,f" n·-..-·f(:;.c-c-1··~!-1411··=·1-.-1 t-1.~n'l•'l'!-1Ci 1·1-1 ·-· \.. "" -· ._, ·-· v.-_ .. _, L. b. ·-· ._, ._. I 'I ·-· ·- •. .... ·-• b ·-• t-l r-·l ._.1 ·-· ._ •• _, ._J '-· ·-• l. .• ·-· ·- ·- i b 

underst::mding \Nhen we warned him, before setting out, to be prepared t£:> 
rnake sudden :::t;::)p:::-for the toilet {cesu(J) and for photo opportunities /~=t-,_-;.-:-)t-

Kunmim.' l)efore I C3.UEht mv first Q·Hnll:iSe of tlle :e.urma. Road. So tllere it v v • v ~ 

v..1as-a little count_ry l:::me abc•lJ.t 11:::1.1f a mile a.vlay .. running parallel to the left 
and at a ~::;liQ·llt (lro~1_:.. Glare and 1l;::1.ze consurne.d the earth for mile:: around .. ,_, 

but the ro;3.d looted 1i(1Uid. the ;3SI::Jlla1t !0=,.leaminQ· and o:::oursin!;; lite a stream. 1 . ~ u u . 

dart and deep in the shade of big cypre:;s trees. Over this pea(:efUl current. 
floate(l a truct 11ere .. a lorry t11ere .. son:w Ncycles .. arKi t11e eternal t)ull•:)Ct 

cart. 
Hseng Noung tapped Hua on the shoulder and pomted to the road. 

'T;::v) lur 
Hua no(l(le•J . "Lao lu ..... 

''La.o lu! La.::) lu.'' V·le clarnored. r::n:::.intine- and e-e::ticulatinE. . . r· ·-· ·-· ,_. 

---- - - ---------------- - - ----------- ----



eut Hua c:ou.ldn't-or -.:i..roulcitrl-leave tlw l1igl1VlE1.y at t11at point_: ancl f()f 

c-·-·TT·"·t"<>l r·· r\t···· !"11ilA·-· tt .·. frl~i -·1 fr.1·1·1-:.1·n~ ·"111!" !·r.~ ···t· ~ t··lA ~ !" ··1 t ·· .- ,-.Arl 11.1'A .- f"!·!-~ -..... • _.t:j 'I t::: •:•. !1•-.-• t::: ~~ -.--:• .-~1>::: ',.<:-.'-. t::: v. t:::'-. -·· 1 t:::•::J.1 •• - k\) ·.· d. 11-. ..e.::l..:•-.·'·· l'~ ·-· 0. f1 •:1.!;:,>:::_. 
no~N t;treaminE alonE~;ide us. now disar)Dearin2·. n.:::.-r;,nl reaT)Dea.rinE t() the ri!;.rht. 

._, '...J • r..; I"' r_;. I"' L u ,_, . 

slov.!ly sliding underne;::ttll ancl ofi diagonally tc· tlle left before disappearing 
once again. H~;eng Noung ancl I, seated in the bact -seat_. -.;,qere irnpatient to 
set foot on tlle road vN'd corne to survey. eut up in the front seat. well 
cushioned V·lith hi~; bc·ot bag full of n1ap~;-· eertil tJ:)Ot the long view. . ... There 
a.re :.~oo tilometers more of that n);:_v:l_. after all.'' 

.t..t t:J.st the su:perl1igl1v..ray carne to a T -juncture. Hua turned in his seat 
;;:t_ little. "Lao lu_:··· lw announ(:ed. ~,~lith a flourish of the hand th;::1t said. "The 

• .:::..11 a.t ·:::.:nee_. as ~l·litll t11e turning c·f a pa.ge c·r the parting ·:::.f a curtain, 
a.ppearecl t11e long-av~;r;3.ite·::l scene, entirely r1ev..r t)ut so familiar, so true to 
fant::1.:::>l. t11at it toot t11e bre;::1.th C.tVlav. "Srnoot11 as a V·lhetstone and ~:tra.ig·llt 

I • I ' - ' 

as an a.rrow:··· read~; a Chinese f-)(:oern from the ()th c:entuP.r BC about the roads . . ' 
of tlle Cllou Dynasty. HE>re -r.,~.,;a::: suc11 a picture-·perfect roa.d: stone-sn:lr:::"::.t-11 and 
'='1 !"!" (~! Tt,T -·=·tt··~· 1. c•l·lt 1' t"l 1. t-=· -~~r~- fA•:·.:- -!"l-~1 !"11:• .-. .--1· r· A·:<(' t-1 -=1 (•t" ··;·:··:· -~1 •. 1 A ~-?""'i-~1 r·· CA ( \!" .-1·1· ·=·t-~1 !"lt 1"1' 11 .:-
'-· '\o." \ 1 ._l •" '-'• b ,L ·-• \ •• , l•) "•" ·-'·-• '...,;. .a..t:' "• ._. 1_1 • ._.! ~. ·.•J. .... ·-'·-' '-. .i •.· .&.""1··1- . .i, ,_l ••• ._. l. ·-' -·-· .• i 1·-'.• 

ahead v.r-:.:s a tablE>a.u of land-travel rnode:: past and pre:::ent-h::rrrie:::, tra.:::ti::rr:::. 
l::.usE>s, l::ruffalo cart:::, lKi.!lCi-r::ira.V·ln Vlagons .. a ~:ix-::;eater l'wrse carri::Jge c·r tv.J•:)_. 
a c::travan of n1ules. and ;3_ strearn of bicvcle:; in the fr·:)nt. bastets c·f V·lllic11 

. ' 
were produ(:e of one t:ort and another: fruit. veget3.bie~: .. and the ·:)(:casic·nal 
infant St3.ting tlleir claim on >,vhat >Nas left of the road Vlere the 
p€..:le~;trians: oW men an(1 Vlornen ~;lluffling along incll by inc11, younger rnen 
and Vlomen (:.VE>rt·urdened vlitll en(:ort11ous loads (t11e ,,.1lor.nen ~ . .~?ith bastets on 
their bacts. attached with thongs strapped aero~;::; their fr:)reheads). Small 
cl1ildren played at the edge; v..rith a hea.rt-ftopping di::;regard for tra.ffh::, 
lite\h.Tise ller(is of Nact g()ats, Nact pigs, arE1 Nact t)uffal•:) (the t)arnyar·:l 
anirnals of Yunnan all seern to be blact). 

-:-·r:---.. ··; +- r,,~- / { -·· .-,-r -···· h /'' ~AiA -~r·l· ~ .. -l f -·~r· ·"·1· tlrr H11 '-.. t ') .--t~.·-n 1. tl tt-l r. t1"11. -~ I· ·";!" tl"11 . .:· .i ·{.--, 1- { -••. • {,'t, , . ··-••. ,., ·.· l.. ·•· ~+, '·.· f.... ;::, - -·:•. )... -:• • . ) I·· .J. >::: • '---1:'~ '·-· .· ·-• 

1·r~1TT r · ' ) TI T'· r."\111'1 CJ~t ~ 111" p1'r·t11r~c-C:. ;t .:lJ... .,.,. J:::" ' .... I. ... -· '·.. b J:::' .. · 1.) -· ) ·-· -· -· tv'·-' . 

Then it 'Nas open roaci, no h::rnger arroV·l-stn:dght no>,v· but rneandering 
up mount::tin sides that overlooked the endlessly repetitive yet endlessly 

. - ~ ------ ---- ----------------------------
- - ---------



journeys t(j tlN north of eunna. I remernN:-r tliinting then tliat all n:1ountain 
farmers ha.d. t() l)e a.rtists, for ll(l"V-l else v..rould their fields f;::1.1l int;:) suc11 
perfe(:t a.rrangements ~Hhen viev.Jed from above? 

eut V.Jlwre the mountain 'lillage~: of Southeast i· ... sia are insubstantial 
'-' 

affairs •:A t·amt:u)O an(l t11atc:h -little play11ouses fence(l in only t)y palisa(le::: of 
more vine and leaf -the farmhouse; here in C1lina .. ma.de of n:1ud brkJ: and 
t,~jnr)ed ~Nith (:urlin!;.r ea.ve~:. seern tJ:) huddle behind forbidding· v>Talls. rr u . w 

f.ut the same tradition tll::J.t erected those ·v·lalls also planted the 
l)eautiful cypress trees Vlllic:h line(i our roa(i r.nile after tnile. iul enc:omitun 
V-lrit.ten in the Clr'in dvn;3.st.y of the se(:ond centurv BC. Vlllen China V·Tas first 

' ' . 
unified into a ~;in!c=•le (:ountrv. l)f8.i~:es Huan!:2· Ti. the .... Yellow Enlperor·'' for the : r . r-· ,_, . .a. 

condith::.n of the emDire's roads. ''These hi!2"h'il::r:ls 'llere fiftv "~)aces Vlide and .r-· '..J , • r-· 

~ tr·;:::. ·' T . T~j ..... nl~r-lt'·tl '·TT·-·r·Tr ') n f'· ···t .-il'·r··n tl-1··-·t·r·· Tl·: ,:.....-_·. r_·.·l·.:_· .. t-1t.it-1'.;._• t.•f r'_.l-1,:.....-_·. s._•.n=• ....... -_.· rl· r_ .. ,l·!-1· ,_..·-_·. c.i. -· .... t:' '•"l c.-:• r~· o. ~~ 1::=' ••• t::! i .) ··~· 1::-'t:' ~·c.. '·) to -· 'tjJ. .1 . ... 1"" .. .. ~- : .a. .. ... r-

The tradition was still alive ~.nlllen Marco P(:ok:o traveled to China in the 
1 ~.th centurv clurin!2" the 1vionf!·ol rule and found mur:::ll to adnure about the 

.... , I,..} u 

1--·,-:-1 (l ·=·Ty.::-t;:::.,.-1-, l_ •• _ ••• + ._. ._, -··- · .i. .a. . 

'Vlhicll hi::; rnessengers .. as V·Tell a.s rnercllants ;:1.nd ot11er people travel. trees 
~;hould be planted on t~~:::.tll ~;ides .. at a distance of t:W•:) paces fr·:)r.n one another . 
And t.rulv the1,7 are s·:::. hi!2"h and bi!2". that tlle'l can be seen from afar . Tl1e 

# w '-'· # 

Great K11an 11as llcl(l this (ione S() that people s11ou.h:l t·e ;:ll)le to see tlw r•:)C:v:is 
a.nd not miss their Vlay. they are of great cor.nfort tl) traden:; and 
~n,7;'1 ~11-:'11. ~·-~; '' 

I - · j - • • J. - • 

( •rn T•T··· 'lr'· T• ~ r;:v-t 1·.-,l'·r~~,-·;nr-tlTi !-.~,...n-·1· ,l .-,t. i,. TTl· r-·t~j,.-. ' ·!· J• l1-11Y1 ·~'l !I1f'll llt~Jl. rt ._. 4 1iVJ:: 1•• 1-) '( !::.' _, !)•: .. :• .· .1~ 1••• !::-'•: -.·: •! 4 ;::, } 1-). 1 '·~+1:1. )!f::;' 'I -: • .... : . . :• 1._.1 _.1 ;:;~~'·- v · - ·- . .. : . "" 

gorges-some seemingly perpen(iiculc:i.r-(:ut by srnall spartling rod:-::tudded 
tt~Ters .. higher and higher in ;:J. serpentine course tJ:)Vlard t.lle highB!:t peat in 
the r<)ad. This was Emperor's Temple Iviountain. whi.:::11 is either 6,200 feet or 
9.2 00 feet. der)endinrr,'=- on survevs of different eras. . . L- _; I 

i~J.fterV·larcis.. (iescending from t11e l1igl1 rnountains of Dingslliling 
(rouglllv tran~:Jatable as ((i·~fter tl1is n1ounta.in is (:Oil(llJ.ered .. controllin!2" the 

u ' 1 u 

Y.lest. is (:llicken feed'') WB would-under more leisurely drc:umstances-hav·e 
been k:rotin!2" i·:::.n .. ·lc:tr(l to a v.,;orthV·lhile det(HJ.r. 

'-' 

Erllai la.te V-?it.ll t11e 4,CrOO -meter lligll C1F:tng::JD.n nlount:tin 
l)actdrop .. it v.r:1s t11e center of operations bet~.qeen the <)th and 15th century 

4 

--------------------------



v..rllen Yunna.n v..ras part of tlw inciepencient Nanzllao tingdorn. It is ::;till a 
center for minorities. T'i·lenty-four different rninority groups ;::1.re regist..s-red 
in Yunmu1. a tourist attraction t()Uted in lo(al gu.iddx:u:)l.{s,, but often ~Nith the 
~;;::1Jne r)reezy •::li~:;regard f.:)f detail 'iolitll Vl1lidl t!le tou.ri::t. l::.ureaus li~:t Otller 
·v..ronder::; of the regions ("'v.,rorld,.vicie rare sceneries .. montey::;, t:·irds .. cliffs .. 
etc .·''). 

But Dali V·l3S out of the wav, bv no\•l it v.,ras dart. and we still had a ' ' . 
ciistance to go l)efore rea(:lling Xiagu.an, V·lhere ·v·le planned to spend the 
!,.,1.0'1"1t :-:() ,, ... /Tf.o_: ct·;nr~'l (_-.,-rl tl·l~ rn·;; ,, c~..-·nr-1·!-1Ci 1."1-=-t·~-:-1,.-i -=-it Fe~l-1~...JiTol1· .. a t!)'Ntl ~ i::• . -- -·-·-·1 ·~!... ·1. - , . -·'-<'-+ .• vl .. .!r-·rJ b 1J·-• • .t:::'·-·- '-·-· • , 

mernorable t() me chiefly for its roa.dside restaurant. Th.s-re.. in one 
qlut.tonou~:: in::J..ant.. I abandc·ned all '~Xecaution and dove into a mo::;t. 
r_ 1 1· 

un~::anitary but S(:rumptious meal of bean (:Urd sc·up, fried n1ustard greens, 
rtr·1' ~..-1 t\~~f ·;1 !"1;j rt~~ n fr1' ~..-i 1·;1 r·-.;r·;j ~ 
·- ·- · ... • ·J ·-· •• '- · ·- ·- ·-· ·-· r-· .&. · - · ... ~-- , ~- ..... 

Stuffed-and still ei-=:i:lausted from t11e lon!2· drive-v.,re T)tt:Jled on ,_, r· 

t ' .. . . t .. . . 11 1 1 t t !" . l;h - .... n --~-.- • • - .- c· ,, - II .- ,-.· .-. - • r. C· -- C· A · .... ···c··=· .-\ T't-1 r· - ~ .. -.. -..... 1 -, ""i _...) . r.:H •.J 1'.1·::1.·::. U-3.!1 1!1 .::1. ...., .JJ.P''-'t . .n.l.::t .. =. Uo.tl 1S .::t. ._.tua. ._. ··-· o::1 r:.• >;1._ •• _. .!J 1-t.. .Al o::1. ··~··-·'·-·' .J.L . '·-· u u r 

being :::1. maj·:)r transpiration center for ttle region. I r- r-.()rt'=' 1·· t tb 1. fl~"''=' ~H !·' ·-· -·-·. " -· -· _. o ·-· 
11app.s-ne·::i 1wre (ietermining t11e progress 3Jl(i fa.te of the :eurr.n;::t Eoa·::i ·::luring 
the ~Na.r years .. V·lhen the Higllvlay ~t.~drnini:::t.ration rnoved it::; headquarters 
from Kunr.ning. No~.n.r it i::: mo:::t.ly a place to mate bus conneo:::tion~:: <:::·r-as m 
our case-to breat j()urney betvoleen Kunming and t.11e bl)rder. Despite t.11e 
late 1"1our .. tl1e hotel parting lot V·lllere v..re pu.lle(i in for t11e night il·.T;::is ::;till 
filling up V·litll v;::;.rr:;, buses and the infrequ.s-nt priva.te sedan lite ours. 

Early the next morninE. while wait.in!;:· in the dirn lobbT,., fo:::.r nr,.l ,_,. ,_, 

companions to appear .. I V·J:::;.tctH:.-cl an overnigtlt bus ·pull up in front of the 
llotel an(i realize(! VoT1Ett i~; meant by a "'sleeper" t)us in Cllina. Tile sleeDing: 
compartment is none other than th.s- lu2·gaqe ract. I gave silent tha.nts for 

'-'"-' ·~ 

1"!"•{1.!1'' t~' .. ~fl c·p·-1f">=>'l tl·!~ t~JJC· ~yp·~f-1. >=>[!·'·"· ,,:~_, ;=, Jt:::~ ·-· - '-· ._.~.._ . '=::" -' __ ._, ... ..::..r--'t:::" ·-· ·--·t:::'. 

i!..~ friencl of mine .. an i~~merkan anny officer familiar 'Nitll tl1e :eunna Roa·::l .. 
had given rne a·:ivic:e in the event I w;:1s forced to tate a. t)us: "'Ta.l::e alc·ng a 
:rvlart Cross p.en. Ur:)on boardin!2·. sho::)w the r:)en to the driver and tell him vou r- ,_.. r- ~ 

v..rill qive it to him if lw qets vou tl) >lour destination alive. Once on the bus. '-' '-" , , . 

·;1lit r-:1-.;ro::· c-1· t 1· 1·1 t1·1~ !:1-11. ,-; (11~ 1. r·1 ,.·,r-1.:::. ,.-,f t1·1~ -::.1· ·=·1~ -=-~-=-1 to:- ..-111 r·1·1·1c,. t1:1~ (i·=nr t. ft ~!- r1·;1 !"lf 
\., . 1 \ •- j ,_a ._ 1 • ' . • '\..• ,_. .. . • .• '\.,• '-.• ,_. • ·..- U • ._a ••• ._ • • _.a_,,..._;,, ,_ - · b • -..• -.. ~-~ . L J. -··-· ·-+'-· '"'.• 

c:, 
-·· 



pierce(l through t11e mid(lle of t11e bus tjy logs from an oncoming tin11)er 
truct. If the driver starts acting a::; if t11e bus has only tv.Jo ::;peeds-i.e., 
driving a.t 11 Sl lniles per hour .. then CC{:lSting d(>Wnhill till t11e bUS SlOV•lS tJ:) a 
stop-kill him. If the t:ou.s turns r/ver .. de· not give him the lviart Cro::;s pen:'' 

The allusion to timt:·er tructs V·.J;:.ts not entirely fanciful. All day long 
T,iYTe had p3.sse(l true!::. after trud: carrvirw 12-rea.t svmmetrica.l loQ-s from t11e 

I ._: ,_, I '-' 

dwindlin!2. te;3.k f()fests of Burma. Pourin2· into China at a rate that has often 
u w 

reacheo::l 2 OCt trud=:.s a da:v. the teat mates it::: -..,...,;av eventu.allT,,, into Chinese ' . ' 
tjazaars .. in t11e form of c:::1.rved elep11ci.nt:; atl(l v.,;rat.er buffalo as ugly a.s it is 
r:u)SSible t.c· T)fOduce -..,.\Jit.hout deliberatf.?lv trvinQ·. r- r· I I ,_ : 

It Vola::; still dark .... nlhen V·Te set ·:)Ut fror.n Xi:::tguan at 7 in tlw rnorning, 
fc·r c·ur final day on the rc·ad to t11e tjorder. China has onlv (>ne time zo:::one 

' 
tr·1rr·,nc11-·r·,"t tl-1.:::. r·,.-··111-ltt--,T -=· ·-·, ':' 1 tt-·t··11Cll-1 1·t -,,,r-:.-o::· c.::.-r.T.:::.t-1 it-· tl-·.:::. r-r-1r·,r-·-1•t-1C1 ~-.... 7 r·ff1·,.-.1··~·1 -· ._. -·c. J. ·-· IJ. -· -· ·-· ·-· ·-· ·- YJ. I ·' ._.~,... ,_,_l "-·J..J.. ·-· '-·b '-· , , .:a .. _. ._. ·-· . ·-· .1. J.. -· .1. ·-· ·-· J. l b ~) l ._J ·-· '-'· 

time .. l•:)Cal daylight saving time V·TOU.ld have put it more at 5· a.m. ':i·There vle 
were in the west. .l!..t. the lx:order area::;, both tirne zone::; are observed, -r.,nlith 
people tating care, V·lhen they set appointments .. ·v.,rhich time they· mean­
f.urrne::;e c·r Chinese. 

1··~feeting daylight by degrees a::; Vole c1irnhed the hairpin r)ends intc· 
t...-1,.-)!-P. J.llt-l·-rl;::.,.-1 r-,.-1··-··11!·1t=t1·ns I !·nllfl;-l ...,l-1~7 t-;::.·=tr 1-1·=t..-l rl1. CC·l·n-=tt;::-.'1 c·.--·rr-1;::. I ,.-.1,.-·,c·;::.,.-l r-r~~;r 
. .1 ·- -· -· c. ·-· ._ .1 ·-· -· -~-- ·- ·' ·- -- ·-+ .1~ l ._. ·-- ·-- ·- ·- ·-'·-' !-' '-· -··-· ·- ,_, ._) ·-· . ·-· ·-· --· ·-· ·-+ J.. i 

eves less often as V·Te roun·jed a curve (>Verlo.:)tim: an immense drop-off; and 
I U ~ • 

t11e near -misses Vlit11 oncc•n1ing t:·uses or tructs .. the lxushes Vlit11 deat11, (lid 
not seem unnervinQ· to the same de!2Tee. I V·Tastrl QTiT)T)ing tl1e door 1B.ndle 

,_. ·-· ,_, !'" r-· ·-· 

with :::uo:::h V.Thite-knud:1ed f.:xce, either. 
I ga:v·e mvself ov·er tc• the rhvthm and musi( of Hua's driving-the vra.v 

I..J I I IJ I 

he seemeo:l to speeo:l up to tate s11arp turns .. tlle one-nc·te C•:)ncerto of 11is 
ebullient horn. the one-cassette rer)ert.(>ire of Chine~::;e rnuzal=: T)laving non-

. ~ ~ I U 

stop. The prospect of death by dangerous driving is not ne;3.rly as bleak 
V·lhen one is in the han(!::; of such a litable chauffeur. It ~Nasn't just cauti(m 
tl-1~' t '11. '·t::i t .-. 'i tl-1 ·-· ,.1.~.-- .-. f 1-11. r· 1-1 '· 1-t-1· l•t 'l:J yr1,-. r·111- .-. 1-I-11. r· '·1-11. '·f H '· '·r·r h hl. r1llTT .•. t•lJ. ~j~T .-. 'l .:.~. -· l. t._. -~- - !:;t._ t:t "- .';Jt::: 1.._) -=· •-. .J .• . v•,• •:.:::.· r)- t:t -=·'-.. · t:' . J::;' t:f.:. r.)J:::'•._. ·:. I' J:::' I"' 1l:j1._ 

blast from his horn. and (:Ouldn't re::;ist S(:arin£· an elderlv worthv or t.V.J(i. 
. ._, i ' 

Here V·ras a luGl=:.y man: one v.,;ho tneV·l J:l(/V·l t.::) squeeze out of drudgery a bit 
of fun. ()verall .. he stru(:l::. me as a.n excellent (!river. Just t•:) mal:e sure, 
leaned fon>lard toast t'·ertil. 
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··· ~Ne iound oursei-.;.res an ezc:eiient c!river, cion't you tl:1int .. fiertil ?'' 

··so vou. think he drives w€'11?'' 
' .... nh -.;r-·,... ("Jllt·t,:::. ..... ,~11·'' ._.. } i ~-=·· .... _ -· -··-· 'I' 1:::' . 

"Do you t11int t11ou.gh-I c!orrl tnov..r .. just a:::l::ing -that he t.ates tlw 

corners a trifle t(:n:) fast?"'' 
"~r;;,.c .. 11"'" .. -v;;,.-=· ·'' Th"'" 17;;,.·=trs in C.cj-1 h·=~,.-1 ·-·~riri;;,.ntlv ~"ivo:;;n Bert.il an • .~:..siatio::: 1 ·-· ·-·.. .... ·- ._) ·-· ._._ .... I ·-·'-· ·- ~ J,.._l ·-· ·-· ·- t::" I ·-+ ·-· -· I 1_1 

l:::tck of c:onc:ern for contradiction. '\~~nd v.Jhen y.:)u speed aHnJ.nd the bends 
11.1:'"'" tl"1'1 t 1. ~'o:· ,:::.-:. o:--.;r tr; t···,·:·,:::. '·(Jt"1t+" 'il '1!"1(1 Cl(·, ()ff tl·l,:::. '·,'io·,:::. I '-.;T,:::. c-c.,:::.r-1 1. t 1"1·=1 r·,r-)~1-1 .... 

... V' ~.-. • L- ._. ... .• _\·-', _..... I._.·-·.... 1._. • -..1. \_. '-· ... o .... -- ·-· 1:::' ·- o ·-· · " ·..t' ._ • .._. .... ..t' ....:.r-· - -· · 

Oh whv had I not brouGht a.long· :::1. 1v!art eros::: t)en? ,. e;, •...J r· 

I k>.:=;.ko:;;d at H~:o:;;nq Noun•2". She V·l:3.s 2·azinq out tho:;; V·lindo~N in a so:;;rene 
:_. l _l ...._, 1_: 

tra.nce; t·ut H:;eng N()ung V·ra.~: not W)rnEtl. either. Othen.vi:::e exemplary 
traveling c:.:)mpanions. t11e Linters .. I f()unci .. v . .rere n•:) help to tlw faintlwa.rte·::i. 

Villwn he was in his t·~·~lenties, :E;ertil h:::td pacted his ructsact and :::et 
off from hi~: ~:mall horneto,.nm in Svveden one dav for a ~NaU: to Vienna. Ten 

' 
vears later. havin!;r hitcl111ited across mtv:::h of the cc:.ntinent. he proceeded tl) 
~ . u . ~ 

i;~sia. It was in the jungles of Burma's SlHn State th;::1.t he rnet. and rnarried 
Hc;~1-1~i I•,T ("11 !"!'=' 

- - •;) l ) -· ·=·. 
One particular ~:tJ:)1-y characterizes their fl:)tnance . Hseng N()ung at t.11e 

time V·las a cipher clert in one of the Shan ret·el armies, V·lhic11 she had 
joine.cl ~;orne seven years age· at t.lw age of 16. The Sl1ans V·lere arnong t.11e 
m::.1.nT1T minorities C:3.u.Q·ht in Eiurma··s long- -lasting- civil V·l:::tr. V-lhich I%rtil at the 

u u u . 

time ¥l3.S coverin!~ from his base in BansJ~o::A~. One ni2·11t. >Nhile on as~:ie-mnent 
r_o I...J a_: • '-' 

at Hsenq Nounq's c:a.mr), he V·l3.S 3.'i·la.l:ened bv the sound of automatic rifle ~ v y ~ 

fire . He jumpe(l in alann. "'i,"lhat the hell is t.11at.T' Frorn neafl)y in tlw (l;::1.rt 

came Hseng Noung's gentle voice. '··r thint it's an 1v1-16.'' 
The tv-lo were rnarried in the J·unEle in a g·uerrilla ceremony .. and 

I...J ·-· 

proceeded to plan an equally unorttiO(!(JX honeymoon. They set ·::.ut on a tret 
t.oget.11er t.11at tool:: tlwm from Calcu.tta., acros~; Burma's ret)el-heW nort11ern 
t.errit1xv. Vlhere no foreig·ner had been allovvTe.cl in decades. and finallv into 

I . '-' . I 

China _,,...lhere they were promptly deported tJ) Sweden. Tlw Lintner::; had 
made it through t.ha.t nc·-man's-land -.;,.vith the help of soldiers from various 
.::.t1·1t"11. r· rl-l1· !-1..-ir1·t~r -::.1-!"'"11 . .:::.:=· {cnr:r·1;::. ,-·,f -.:·r1·1·r·.1-..-1 ~ ... r.::.r.::. 1·'1.11"'"·1 :1l··~·r:1cr t1·1.::. -.:...r-:.-.;T '1 -t;-.:r !"rl.::.·=Jt-· ·=· 
o,.• • ~ o,.• · - ., U, ,1 ._ • ._, 1,._1._ •.• V.i. (\ "•" J. II V o,.• f._ •.•• \.,;. '1.• b o,.• i i \.\l ~ •"j -.,.•I_ . ~--· 
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Nou.ng lia.cl managed not only to t)ec:orne a superb plwtc•gnrplier.: clu.ring a 
tense period of hiding in the jungle, :::;he ;:tlso gave birth to t11eir daughter . 

Tv'lith thit:; ba(:te-round. it ~tlasn't entirelv t:;urr-)risins: that Hsenz Noum~.· 
•j • "' ·-· · - · ,_ 

~."lou.ld t .. s- u.nconcerned at~~::.ut things lite toppling over the edge of a 6,000 

foot precipic:e-()f getting on the V-lrong sicle of t)order guards. 
v.;re 11ad just come dovln inti) a va.lley ~Nhere the J·.,Iel::.ong river vlas 

spanned by two bridges, one oh:l .. one ne"~.!.f. On the other side of tlle bridges 
..,/las the standarci c:hed:point found throughout China .. at demarcatkm lines 
l)etv-Teen prefectures aw:l at t)ridges. The stop V.J()lJ.ld ha:ve lasted only as long 
·::.c '=1 1-.-llltl·l-1.~ ~-1-l,c:.;-· 1 :' · ~-yr·,c:.-/~ tt·1·=1t H·:·,c:.t·l.-.- r.,r.)ll!-iCi (1f> .. ~l· j,c:.(i t··· c'-r·.:::.tr1·1 1-1f>f l,c:..-rc-_·=1!-lCl 
U.·-· ,__ f._ - · -· ':::::' 1._. ..... .... .t~} 1:::' ..~. .... _. ·-·1- t_. -· '-· -· ·-· ·-· C· 141.. -· i=· · .. + -· ·-· l. ·-· ·- J.) ._.I_. .._. - -· -· ·-· ;::,·-· ·-· -

tate t:;ome Guio::J: shots of the brid!'c-es ;::t.t the t:;;3.trw time. N(:·t quio:::t eno1y2·h to:::· 
J. I 4 1- 1 

esc3.pe the guards .. hOV·lever. Ctline:;e t:u:)fder guarcls a.re personally offended 
1-.,~, ·;·t·,~y·-·· r·l,c:. tr-vt·r-1c .. t ···, r-.1-I(·,t···,or··=-1r·,t-1 -=1 t-.t-1· ~ic;,c:. (·,r· '=1 r··=-11·1~·T·=-·TT ·=·t-=·ti..-·.t·l •' I '-' . .l..l.j '•' '•' • F b ),,.. I;-' •.· J. ... b '- ·l.··l r_, ~-) 1.. b ·.· '•' '-- '-· ·l'•' •-1. / ._, _.J_I, . ·l. ·-·' l. • 

Tl·l;::.~r • ·-·I 

derna.nded her carnera. Pret.endinq not t£) understand. :::;he retu.rnBd 
'-' . 

t(i 11er 

seat in the o:::ar .. folded ller hand~3 over her ::;ea::;·:::otwd Canon. and :::at. The 
gu.::1rds continued to scold and dernand, shouting V·lhat must h::rve bE"en the 
;::.(1lll·~T·=1l;::.tlt ····f "1-1·v,c:. 11c· tl-1,c:. ..-·-=1t·I··;::.r--;:. -~,t- ~~..--.,,.·11 t·,,c:. c·..-·,t·r·-.;r r·· .,. ... 1 •- I •-· ._ . .L •• 1... ._T r ._, _ ._, I..·J. .._. .,_.,_, l. ·-· Cl \... L l ... ~ - · · ·-· ._, ·-· .1. i . 

·Y'lNhat. t11is c;:unera.?... said H~:;eng N•:)Ung, chuctling ;:J.t ~;uc11 an 
outlandish request. ''{lh. no. I (:;3Jl"'t give t."~..,_,,~,. (:amera ti) yo:)U." 

'Nhen it V·l3.s no lonqer p1ossible for a sentient beinq to misunderst.:md 
u w 

t11e t11rust. of Uwir a.ccu:;:;;::ttion::; Hseng Noung appe;::1.red to catc:l1 on at last t11at 
t.lwv involvf>d Uw brid!-if> 011 t.lJ-.:il.l She 2·ot out of t11e car. steered one of the - -' - -- - ·=·-. - ·' ,_. . 

foot c·f the bridqe. and u.n:ed her to loc·t t.hn:nJ.gh the camera lens to see -.;/lith u . LJ &-J 

1-1,c:.r .-. T 1 rt-1 .-. Tr,c:.c· t1··1-::.t 1·t ~ ... T·=1·=· ..-·,r-·l':r t~·1;::. t·..-·l·~·,t·flll h-=• r·· ·::.r· -=1c- c1·1,c:. -.: .. r-=1 c: tt--.;l1·t-1c .. t..-·, o:_-:;=_1_1r_)t_.l_1_!-.,.._·: .• ·•· 1.) \\ J. t:') ... ._• . '-'- • • r/a_ .• _a ._ . .L / -l ._ . ._.J v.L -· Jo .. t...J. 1•-~. 11_..·-' ._a v a\ a __ ._. oJ. ./ b .. ._. 

not some rustv old brid2·e. I 1_, 

The argurnent. Vlas finall~,l settled V·lhen Bertil. wh·:) had been t:;itting 
~ . u 

silentlv in the fn:mt sea.t. suddenl'l unfolo::led his :;ix-foo:::·t. three-indl frame ' . ' 
V·.rlwn 11e got out of t11e car. "NOV·l V·llw.t. exa.(:tly;·' lle saici .. t)ristling as only an 
affront.ed SV·lede can .. ''"!:::; t.lle problem?'·' 

The next minute we drove off un::;o:::athed. the offending (:amera ::till on 
. ·-· 

Hseng Noung's lap. 
Having groV·l!l up in a police sta.te I had a hea.lthy fear of c:lleclq)c•ints 

and l)Ofder g_·.·uard~;, bUt. exo:::er1_:.t. for tll(:•~:e Offid•:)US 1--·,t-idc;,c:. nt·..-·,t ,c:.r·t..~. t- ·:: n;··,n,c:. ;··,f . ,_ ..• ·-T•=· ·-· r-·. ·-· ·-··-· ,. ·~·-·. •. •• , .•• ·-· ·-·. 

::;eemed 



conscientious or menacing. 1··Aayt)e it V·ra.s just ·:lifficult tc) feel too tllrea.tenecl 
a.fter seeinK at anotller c:hed:pc)int .. c:.ne dour -lcn)ting official >Nearing delicate 
v·rhit.e lace antle sod~s under his military brogues. 

F.:)r a.nyone v.1it11 a tnernory of Red Guard exce~::::es .. it h:: irnpo~:sible t.:) 
see Chinese youths in uniform 3.11(1 not fed an instinctive fear. On one 
stret:~l1 of the ro:::td in t.lie Sll>Neli valley, near a point Vlliere t.lie road 
o::)verlap:=: the Burmese bord.er, it. V·l3.S disqui.s-ting to s.p:proad1 fin::t a tn:tctor, 
tt-1P-!"1 ·:1 !"1 (• r· P-!"1 tr·n r·lr .-. ·:1 (•1"1 .. -) ' ' P-rlr·.-1 rlp..--l ,,., Tl. tl-1 t P.P.t"j '="1 CiP.r-=- '="111 -=-h !"ll'it" !"1Ci "4 1"1•'! \;,l':"j \il·!-1Ci .·1 ._. ~... ..J l-' .... . __ ...... J t:.'·-- ._. ._. • ... ._. <. .. _ ._. -.. + , 1 _. ..··-· --· ..,._. __ 0 ._. ._. '-· ._. _ .. __ .... _ ;:;, ·-- ._ l : ·-· • 0 

and s11outing sloga.ns l)ellin(j a flag_. a.s tl1oug11 on t11eir ..,/lay to a r;::tlly . eut 
Vlllen V·F2. stopped t£) photc·graph them .. it turned out that it v.r;3.S only a tind 
of communitv outinsr-a eTOU"~) on its ~.Ala~T t() a t..s-n1ole f.s-:::t.ival. 

~ ·_; ·-· r-· 1 r-
No .. the old stere.:)type oi public security personnel V·i'3.S no more. .ll.t 

Ku.nrning :::i.ir[,:n:)ft, Vlllile stan.::iing in Uw passr,:u:)rt inspection line .. I t}l:)tice(i one 
uniformed airr::n:)rt official Vlllo rnust have been (:llanzed Vlitll (:Onve.vin!2" r ·~ , ·~ 

insouciance and ~Nhimsv . Pirc·u.ettinsr t11rou!2·h the orderl~~ lines. lausrhing· 
I ~-· ,_, I . ·-= ,_, 

gaily as in a pan::~~~ly of some old pn)pagand:::1. play, he snatched paper~: out of 
ranciorn llancls .. to expe(lite t11e clearance of t11()se lucty ones. 

t:; n t. t.1·1~t-~ ~~·.,T~r-~ r·1(i l;=nl r-tt-11. r1r:.. r-q 1;11-(; :=: ;:1 r·r-1(i!·lr-.. t.1·1~ t n·=·vt ..-·diP-·=· L -· - - - - - - - -· -·c,l •=• C• - -· _.,_- -· . ·=~ . - _J __ ._ • ., _J ._J ._ ·-· ·-• 

o:::onfis(:ated Hua's pa::;sport at an()ther ch.s-ckpoint. :ee.o:::au.:::e he felt av.Jtward 
alY)Ut astin'I us to T)av the iee. (or fine?) inn::n:):::ed ;3.t the time. it V·l:::1.:::n't till '-' L- I • • - • 

later tlEl.t V·i'e v..rere inforn1ecl of tlle V::.:::s. Fea.ring tlnt t.t1is equale(i tlw los~: ·:::.f 

identity papers sc) essential to a persc•n's :::aie.ty in so:::.rr1e t(jtalitarian 
o:::ount.ries, ~Ne questioned him at length t11rough an interpreter a.bout the 
conseq_uences. eut althousrh h.::.- shoot hi~; fi~:t at the memon' of those 

v • 

tAlreau(:ratic martinets in the guan:i booth, it appea.red tl1at. t11e pa~;::::r-:u:)rt 'l·las 
duplicable bad: in Kunming and the 'Nhole thing V·1:3S ;::'- matter of annoyance, 
not f.s-ar (;3s it \nlo:)U.lo::l have 1)-&en in recent time.s past). 

Grave as the passport incident seemed .. it paled by compa.ri::;on .. I 
t11oug11t, to t11e ~sulf(toilet) incio:lent of tlw previous clay. 

Hu.a llad brated ot·e.::liently, letting us out ont:) a photJ:)-friendly site 
featuring a double hairpin turn on the road abc·ve us, and a 6,000-foot drop 
to the r ... .-xet.:::.ng river valley belov.,r. I had q.:)tten the shots I V·lant..s-d; Hsem.' 

~ . u 

I•,T t 'll"'l(i 1·1-::. rl q '•ll. t.-~ ~l·lp.(l tr' t1.:::.1· T,71. (lP-.--l 1'"41"!-16 !--;. '1 !"11'1 -.;:,7'="< c: '11. !·r·t<t-1Cf it -::.t t1·1p. fP- \,•,T tfll (·}:' c • v .i~ CJ C.i. ·- -....1 I. ··-· ... ~· _ . .,.. ,. I - ._. ·-· ·-··-· ~ ~ .. -.....;. ... I I ,_,_._. '-'· .i b ... -· ._.. -· ·-· ·-· I I • -· .......... 

chugging up t.lle scenic bend; Bertil and Hua V·lere sharing a clwv.,; of tobacco 
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by tl1e swe of t11e ca.r . 
myself . 

~ - ··1 I '1 '· ,. · 'l·-- ·"l 1•t ToT~,-. tl· '· t1•!-- .-. ·:::.t- •"i rl~ ~.~ t -. t- ·-·t• ·"·TT~· . . .:.1.11•.... '·-+t:' 1vl1, ';::'!, -· 'l'id.:• '1t:' • !lt:' 0:•. 11, i_.IJ.o:i} .•• ';::' .(.1 ';::' it:' 'i ';::' 

• e..ny guidebook on the Burma Hoa.d >No:::·u.ld ha.ve to rnention in go(:.d 
conscience that su.c:ll strategic sp.ots are rare. em one side of tile r•:)ad 

O...J 

inevitably is a ~Nall of rocK: on the otlwr .. a s11eer clrop •:)f several t11ou.sami 
feet. I v.Jas standing in just such a spot. But wait. eeyond the edge of the 
road the grc·und sloped off into a sort of shelf .. an ou.t(:ropping 'Nith a bit of 
shrubberv. before falling •:)ff to the valle>l in t11e sid:eninq dist:mce t)elovl. If 

1 • 1-' # I;_} 

I slid ciOV·l!l on my seat to the lecige, I coulcl nestle in tlle shrubs for a quiet 
cesuCJ 

I slid--:)nly t(> di~;(:over that the out(:ropping I tool.: t() be a shrubber:l­
covered shelf ,,...;ras all shrubbery.. no shelf. Clutching at the roots c·f 
1·n:-;nh=;t=H1ti'=.J r:.l;=•nt·=; I fc)lln(1 t-1-1~rc;o;::. 11f (1 ;4t-1P.11·t-lfi t·o;::.et .Jov.m o1ler an incline 

- - · a - • -· ... J_l,.J. r- _.. _.._ .• .. - .. + I ._. .. ..+ -· C• J. 0 .. 

previou::;ly etKount.ered •:)nl;l in the land of nightmare. Eietv.leen me and 
(:ertain death were a fev·l ~;hrub~;.: bet:V·leen r.ne ;3.nd panic, embarra::;::;rnent.. 
Pulling a.t branches and simu.lta.neou.slv p.~u.shin:;.r mvself bad::-o: .... ,rards U.l)hill .. I 

"-J ~ v ~ r-

returneo::l to t.lw e(lge ·:::.f tlw ro:::1.oJ in a sitting position. 
"CH1 there you are,'' s;::1.id :eertil .. yav.ming. h.I though you'd fallen off the 

side somev·lhere .'' 
''"I··A'l Ciod! I almost Volent dov·m. Can vou lrrw.qine ·~· I almost fell c·ff the 

~ I ~~ 

mountain:'' 
''Oh. I'vf' fallen off a mount::1.in.'' he s:~t.id.. :3.s though I shouldrrl be 

!2"ivin~· mvself anv airs on that S(:ore. :_, ,_; I I 

''Vilha.t?l You a(:t.ua.llv fell c·ff a mountain? HOV·l? Vilhere?'·' , 

"'In tl1e Pl1ilippines..... ~l!..ppa.rently, any fool tneV·l it V·tc.ts in t11e 
·Philippines that people routinely fell off mountains. 

''But ho>N?'' 
·Y'i,i'ilell. I was >,q;:~Jtinq along a T.)ath. It Vlas at the ed!;.re of a nv)unt:i.in. I 

• U W A W 

slippe•J. I fell:'' 
''Then \llhat?'' 
"Then I rolled dov.m till I st()pped..'' sc:dd Bertil .. a lit.tl€' in1pa.tient. at 

pursuing so dull a topic. 
"'P.''lt 1"1(.,\/.7 tll. (i \!(·· 11 C•JI!"\Tl·~;r;::. ?·'' LJI_; • •.• r 1 -.. •• / •.•\,; • ._,- r 1 ·-· • 
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From tllE?fl on I triecl not to ast too m:::my question~; V·lh()::;e ansv . .rers 
might be self -evident. Still, I couldn't a.lv.Jays refrain. At Ruili_. the l)on:ler 
t(>Wn and half -w;3y point on our journey, I set out one morning v..rith the 
Lintners on ':Nhat seemed like a fc:•ol's errand: to mate conta.ct V·.rith some 
:eunnese revolutionarie::; who tw .. j no iclea. to expect us. I V·lOtKlerHl ·:::.ut loucl 
hovv' this meeting vv'ould c:orne about_. given the lad:. of prior notice. "'i/ilell, I 
go and sit in the Burmese .:::offee shop under the banyan tree until sorneone 
re(:.:)gnize:; me,·" said P.ertil. Of course. 

Sure enough, sipping sv..reet condensed-rnilt coffee uncler tlw t):::mya.n 
tree, ':hTe had le::s t11an ;;:1. five-rninute V·lc:dt before BertH V·la::; approached by 
one of his revolutionary friends. Steaming l>:)V•ll::; of complhnentary rice 
n·:)Odles appeared ()ll •)Ur ta.Ne. The~;e v.,;e devoured in ~;t1ort order. v.,;it.h 
::;ugarecl pancates and more ::;v.,reet coffee for chasers. The friencl pulled up a 
::;t(iOl ne:z:t t(i u::; and sat long enou.Q·h t;::i give discreet instru.c:tions on Vlllere to ._, ,_, '-' 

rneet after breakfast for a private chat. 
~t-sound u.s S'l·.ra.rmed the hoi polloi c·f :::1. frontier tov·m: gem dealers_. 

1- -~1~·- r1· .-. t•rl,:::.t·..-·i-·1~'flt-=· t--,,:::.c;l--,..~11··:· r-··r···,c·t1.t11t,;;.c r·r-1'-·1·1,;:.17 r·l·l~·t·ln,;;.r··:· ~--,-·,···,t: .:·,;;.ll,;;.t··:· ~1·1,.-l ·--~) \_. ·.·J. .... . ·-·· ...... .. J._. ·-· c .o'-· ·-'.• -· ~-- --· -· · - · -··-· --·.. 1._. ...., ·-· ·-·· c.·-· ·-·.· ~-· ·-· ·-·.1a.. ._ • ._.J. ·- · ._._. '- · ._ 

food vend•:)rs. But suddenly vle vlere in :E>urm:3., not Cllina-::;urrounded \)y 
Bunnese signs a.nd b:3.nners, Burmese foc:,::l::;, and Burme::;e ::;peaters V·learing 
:P.u.rmese sar·::ono;:s. Here v.,;ere the denizens of frontier trade. ~;huttlinq back u . u 

ancl fortll V·litl"1 irnpunit.y a.:::r•:)SS t11e t)onlers of tV·lO xen()pl"Iot:.ic nations not 
11 c;n :c:-1ll~T ()f-i;;:..!l t_(j :=;n c: t-1 ~;~1 :=;":T t.r·;:nT~l -·- -· -· 1 - - - - - - -· .l - - · - ' - -· - . f.u.t Ruili vlas a. free-trade zone V·There 
r- ·:::, -=-~r- .-··r·t-=· ~ ... , .-. r·;:::. r·li) t r· ;:::.n 111. r· ;:::.,.-l -:::, !·1·'1 t~·::::, rl;:::. ~ ... 1-:::, C· 11. ~7 ;:::.1~1 I c-r\(·, t.·;:::. t .-. '1 t);:::.o·.-c-:::, t• ·:::, c-1·1~' r•)a_,._o._or·' .. ) ··-' I t:-' "•" "• •" "•" "-]. - · "•" •.f. I_, •.+ .·J. - · "• "•" I I '-•'-' I "•" j • •-'!•" ·.• J.o.. •. • .)._) ' -• ~-· "• " 0~.'-· } '-· ._I ' 

twelve-':.rea.r old o;:irl. v-?tl•::o t~)ld me that she ha.d -.:,~.,;a.lted 'l·Tith her mother and 
., l.j • 

, . .,. . ..,r· ··ir····tl·-·r· ~11 tl···· T·~·-TT fr·--.1"" L~.--1·1· ,_ ,.-t1···· t-·r·r--1·!-1J.-. ···f tt·.-. P111·r··-- F· -~ ·1 ··~ ~ E,1 ct 1•~ !1'~-' --~1t:::' d. . lt:::' •t•i·:i. i' '·--' 11 ci.-: •• 1 '·--' \ 1t:::' -~ H 1 . .::• '·h .-l1t:::' L; __ !ld ,•.).J(_ , .• d 

dist:mce of some 116 rniles, tJ:) seel:: better opportunities in Ruili. To sud1 
im1x)verisl1ed refu.e-ees. Ruili rnust seen1lite a Xanadu. of varietr.l and f-ilentv. I· '-1 . t I 

,-. '· r·- ~ 'l·-· 11. '··- '·TT .-. t• r· ,_ T[ ··· ltTT tl· .-. L1. t• tr· r rr· ~ .-.. ~1· r· .-. '1 -- .-. t1· ~ t I .-. '"111·-l 1-i r·· --l t1-- .-. ,-.. -•. -....... -=·''"' !lt:::' I.. t:::' •._ .• j .'v i' t.JL 1 1~-'·· t:::' -·l _. .-dt:::' ~1 . 1e .::> d.:>.::• J. 1:;:'1,;. lllt:::' .· 1c1. •.· \..',-' __ '·-+ ~ J.U -llt:::' .::·dih-=::-, 

and t>etter. in Ru.ili. It l)eC::t.me a running jol::e that every V·Tish could be 
fulfilled. everr..r apJpetite satisfied in Ru.ili -until -r.Ne found ou.rselve:::; chantin!;.r 

• I ~ U 

in unison_. over desiderata of any sort_. '"'You can get that in Ruili!"'' 
~6~rriving tl1at first nigllt at t.llis tin~:;el tov.m_. I cliscovereo::l tlle promi::;e 

t .-. t·;::. ~7 ,;;.r·~; t·l;::.·='~t-l':r t··11;::. TT n ·~1 f.l,.-1 ·1n ~ ... rr·1 tl·l;:::. r·r·1·~11. r·· c-tr· ;::.,;:. t r.1;:::.,-·· 1·1 c-1· c'r·1-=- fl·=1 -=-1·1;::..-·1 --1 t-1,.-l 
•• ) ) '../' I •,.• l '•' '-• l ,.•i - · '•' , 'J JJ' '-• • .. + ' '• 1 I • '•' 1_, l .,_I .. • '•' •..t .. • ._, .,) ·-1 0 '-1 1- ··-· • .. • '• C , '• 

theater -light bulbs burned brightly, v.lhile pedestrians st.rc:·lled_. tn·:)peds 
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SI)Utterecl.. Ncycles rang arKl vans t_.:)ote.:l their horns -.;i.Jith irresponsiNe 
aba.ndon. And ves. one could find alrnost anvthinq in Ru.ili. i·~ beautv ~1)::-:t.rlor 

I · i '-' ' 

.:::onveniently open at 10:.30 p.m. (po:)::;::;ib1y bH:au::;e it doubled as a 

V·lhorehouse ). Karaote st:mds all a.l•)ll!2" the street. Direct-dial a.::cess to the ,_, 

TJnl· t .-. 'l ("t~ t .-,... fr·, r- -· u r· 1- -· t .-.1 ·' r·r·1~ r·1· ~ tr la .-.. -. f' 11 -· 'l t .-. t1·1 '· r·-:·ft '· r··· ~ · 11. tt·l n .-. r·1 ..... -t-'1... .:_., _.c.t _f::: .:::.· f...) Il \} . 11.) _.t:;; J. . J.-J. ·:1 :'-I:;' 'I.-.1 c.: I,..J:::' J. 1:::'1'" .!.} -· t::! .C.\ _.t:; ·=· l ', ·.L 1,) -

durable g·oods of the tad:iest sort. "Hot-poe' food stEtlls where you toot your 
pid.:. from a c:hoh::e (jf twenty ·:)r so ::tearning pots of foc·d and sat on a rictety 
st•)Ol to enj•)Y the mc!::;t. moutllvlatering meal f•:)r a gra.tlt1 total of a doll;:;_r c·r 
two. Rice cates such as I hacln-l tasted in thirty-o·1ci years: cooted over a 
(h:::tro):::1.1 fire until they puff up, then sprint.led V·lith l)rovoln sugar and served 
r-1· [ ·1· 1·1.-r 1·1·-.. t '· "'1 ::1 t-. --~ t-1.=11·1~=1 1··· ·=1 f F -· r tl-1·-..-=· -· ,~.;r1·1 -· 11· t· .-. t .-. r· ·' ·=1 ··1 ~~~1111·1 ··· t11 ·' ~7 .-. ·=1 t th -·r· .-. r•_l J._J e:1 1,_, • ' I,_,I~.J '-• J._Jr: , '-· '-• '=:."•- ..... • t. . ..' •" l •••• _.r;-: f"1 1 .•• 1 .i:\.t:::" .J.) t;."a_.... I I t::" •• t::"' ~~-• •) . · '=:." '::." 

is even a public notice bc~ard right next to the rice-cate seller. There you 
(··:jf"l r;::.·:j (l tl"!'· l'=it;::.ct [1;::.-.;t,TC· \•,{t}l· l;::. t··,1(·,\t,71·f-!Ci .-.,rl -.;{("t11f" t-,1(·,t (··:11:• ·' _·:1ltt·l ···,1l•-il"i t1·1··· , • ._. _. '-·, . t:::' '- _. ~· . _. , t ~· I, l v - · ~ ·-· , , 0 \_. ~ 1 ·-· - · 1, .- -· ·-·'-· ~ t:::' 1...J. -·~ \_. -'·e· -· t:::' 

illustrated bulletins of public executi•:)n::; could c::nJse a temporary loss of 
;:t.ppetite. 

Finallv there are the revolutl(:.na.ne::; and refuqees v.,rittwut v.,rhom no I ,_, 

Oriental t::n:::.r.Jer tc•Voln is cornplet.e. ~6~tl'::l t11e Lintner::: seemed to tnov.,r all of 
thern-.Elu.rmese, Chinese, Shan::;, Kachin::;_, TNa. a.nd. representatives of other 
nationalities and minoritie::;-t(:•gether pursuing a bo&·v>.Tildering as::;ortment c:of 
intere:::ts .. enemies and dreams. 

A fe\,hl cla.ys la.t.er .. having c::uJ.ght. up ·:::on the Utlt::lergr•:::.Un(l g·:::.::::::ii) and 
nevols about local murders :::1.nd e:zeoJ.tions.. the dru•.~-~·. tn:1.ffic.. t.h.;. i11Hr:=~1 - - - c,-· 

immi~Tant industrv (the smuE!2"li!l!2. of Chino&::;e worter::: bo:)Und L·r raDan and ~ I . UU U J ~ 

a hotel room diredl ....... above a. coa.l burninQ· fact£XV. :::o v.Ja:; I. I wanted ti) do 
-F '-' I .. 

as advised by the placard in the lobby: LEAVE 'WITH "ilALU • .!l.~t;LE t;ODY. 
Soon after our arrival in Ruili we had reached the unanimous decision 

t(! return to Kunming not t)y air (even if tictets vo~ere av·anat·le) t>ut t·y car. 
Lu.cl:.ily, Hua had come prepared to wait and drive us t>;3.d: if necessary. By 
now Hua ~.nl3.s both our guardian angel and the devil V·Te knew, de(:io::le·11y 
preferaNe to an u.ntnov·ln C6.~AC pilot. The reputa.t.ion of Chinese drivers is 
.-. ~~ ---··· .,:.'l ··· .-l ' ·t"!lTT bTT tl"1•"• r· ·-·T")1lt·:At.1· ~r· ("·f P"1'f1 ~ ,-.. , r'l ' )t,-· C"'· \•T~ cpt ·~ ··1 f r·r· i i+"•"•l'!"1·"1 f:;:'..::,.l._. t::' .. t •• i-t;::'l._j. J._J i' .. i .• J:::" J:::'l• - '-"'-'. • I •• .J l } ._.i l t;j.:~~ ,t) J. J. . . ..::•.• ._,1.) l'l't1 _I ~ • • ~l,. •• J OJ. I,) f. t .• .J. 

travel in the h:::md::; of our sliQ.l1tl.,.1·' daredevil but indefat.i!;.rable Hua. u u 
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P.ut tid ore returning home .. one last (letJ::.ur v.,ra. ~:; in order -to 'i,r.lan(ling_. 
the last Chine:;e tmNn on the J::.urma Roa.d. Ruili itself ~,,r.:i.S not on the Road.: 
V·M had g.:::·ne there o:)nly fo:)r the glamour .. and the ilavor of Burma, more 
pervasive there than anywhere along tlle road. -r;,;r;l;::tnding V·la.s technically t.b·-& 

t)orcler tov.m on our route. It V·las also t11e future L3s Veg:::1.s of tlw frontier .. to 
judgr& from a glossy trade brochure v.re had picl::r&d up in Kumning. "'."landing 
no'N be(:.:::·mes the hot point of global invetJment," said thr& optimit;tk text. 

'"' ~8~s ;::1. neighbor of iv!yanmar (t:.urma) .. -r;,~lan(ling is far a"'-.i.lz.ry from the 
urt):::1.n noise, full of quiet ana noNe sentiment in a. relatively free 11umanist 
environrnr&nt and surrounded by t11e vigorous pen:;onality of minority 
nationalitiet;.'' How·sver. the artide noted in a frant aside . ... there is a ::;eri•:)US 
short::1_qe c·f entertainmr&nt facilities :'' T·:) correct this ..... emp.lovment of Russian. u . <I • 

Tl-1~._-1_ 1· ;:_1.t"i(_l+ J·.,,•1T/,;r;:_1_!-i!·r·i;:_1_!- r-;j fl•:· f,~,f '="~!-,.,.1· '·~c- c:t·• ·=111 t·r· ~'=< t ~ •·r·· ~;r ·:-f .-. !-1· (·, 1' •:· ·:1 [lr'l ~ ~tnti '· 
.A- c..... ._I .... ._. .... v '-· ... ·-· ._. J. ·- · .... ·•· '-'· -··-· i l; ·-· .J::: ·-· _~..._. ·- · .... 1:::' ~ .. -.. . ".&. t... 

a.tmo::;phere as v.feil as irresistible attraction.'' Then. perhaps ;::mticip;:J.ting 
lal)Se::; in t;o:::hedu.1in!2", .... in theatre. nation;3Jitv son!2· and dan.:::e will be r w . , u 

~!_..erformed reqularlv or irreqularlv .·" 
U ~ ~ I 

Tl-1~ rf?'="11 )i'i(4!l(i1·!-1Ci r· ·~c -·· r·r·lt"• 1 ~(l '="1 I·l(· t r·~~~-, 1· t·lt ( ) f r.-1-· t· ·=·l1· r·l~iO::.C·+rl·l~[lt (· t-ll~T 1·!-1 •. • . • '-.. I I \.. . -.. Q t:::' .._ot:' .•1 •.• -.. -._. .) • .&. • ._. .1 . • v l. e:, f._ • . J 1_1_ 1 .._ • .,_1 J.. •.• .,.. • .. J 7 

its cluster c·f money changers ~Nc·rl:ing the fn::rnt of a banl::. . It seemed a.n 
improbable site for irresistible attrao:::tions. regular or irregular. The only 
excitement I personally V·litnesf;ed in that tov.m Vl;:Js ;::1. tractor atternpting to 
t)act int(:• a narrovl corner of t.11e marl:et .. itself a poor imitath::rn of t11e Ru.ili 

bazaar. Vle had been spoile·::l by the bright lights of Ruili. 
E~-or·,.::..-~tl·r-lcr t .-·· r~tt·~,.-.. -. t1·1~ ~T~t--.;T r·.-:y1.-·1 t··v 'it·ll-11·,.-.1-1 ... ::..r-· .... ·-· -· ;=· _ .. _} ·-· ..... '-· · .. ·t:' -· ·-· • ·-· 1 ·- '-· ·- _J l ·-· had (:om-s-.. I 

envisioned the drive bact a.s predkta.ble and therefore dull. As it turned 
out.. Hua 11:::v:i taten a (letour on the V·lay up v..rl1icl1 t:.ypas~;e.(i tlw nlc•st 
dramatic serie:; of hairpin bends (Nerlooting the Sa1V·Teen. This ~;pedacu.lar 

route. no~H made almost obsolete lY,·l a ne·wer . strai!2"hter road acrr:)S!3 the hills . . . w . 

V·r.:1.S v.,;orth t11e sum of tw.rd~:;hips and hazards suffered by an auoptwbe lite 
me. Every turn in tlle roa(l v..ras a flourish .. a feat .. tl1at invited gasps of 
T • ~ --· r1 ··1 ··· r· -=· r·1 ··1 ··1 -· -='~1-TT -~ ··1 ·=1 f-)P l ·=<11c·~ L·=· ~11· r·1n t-. ·=1 r· P. 1. r1 1. t·=· r-· ·=1 t1·1 -=-·r·1 -~ ·-:tr· ·~ TT?~ ·-q r·1"·=· (_il-vv v ... ~ c.1. l_ r.. t::- --· .... v t;'l... ·-· _ 1 ·-\ _ ._ • . _. • o . 1 c. ~_),_ _ -· ---· _). __ . ._,_ ~:::t ~. -· .__ v ·-·c.·-· '"''-'-

jungled r.nountains, doud-·v·m3.pped peats, river gorge:;, minuscule villages 
and exquisitely tiered fields, the road swooped and i(J(:r:ped through the red 
t1ill region of tlle Salv-leen. Tl1e Clline~;e narne for SalV·Teen is ./U.(i:d.:iii."P" 

('YAn~.-.'Tv River'') and leld·end has it the roar of t.lle river resemt)les the snarlin·2· 
- ' ·~ ·-· 

,.-.,1- c-or·I-1~ nr·,-., 'll~ t. ;::.,-1 t">.::. ·1·=·t ~ ... rl-11· 1~ tt·1~ r-·· .-, ~ .,r~r- ,.~,!- 1. t-=· ~r1r·1·1 ·=1 r·1t.t1·1~!-1t 1·-=- -=-11 .-··t·· t1·1·=1 t 
'-" ._ I • "•" r-- "•" \ ._} r .. "•" ... ~- "•" 1-. ·- 1 • ".1 I I "• " '•" '-" • • \_, I I ,_,. "•" _.,_1 '-" "•" ·- · • ._. •" ._. ._1 - • "•" J. . • ·- · •" 
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anyone standing at t1:1e e.:ige of a ravine is seize.:l by an unc:ontrollaNe urge 
t£) l¥l p . 

. My ov·m fear ~.n~as not (:.f leaping but falling as the road narr(:.~.nled, 

mating the prot·lem ()[ oncc~ming traffic more ticklish >,vith each predpit.:)US 
turn. Tlw tension .. t11e fatigue .. an(i t11e v..r::u·m sun finally put me to sleep ... 
until :BertH VvToke me to exclaim that I had just missed the single most 
frightening rnon1ent of the entire journey. He had looted do,Nn on his side 
and seen nothing, f1()t a piece of the road-only :::1. sheer drop to the Sa.l'ileen, 
as small as a ne.EKlle belOV·l. 

:By the tirne v..re reached :ea.(::.:::han f(:.t- ()lJ.r last overnight stop VN '"'Tere 
all mutt.erin2" to ourselves. ·YTu.:::t one more dav c·f thit: ... "" CJ • J ,_ 

B ~1 ...... ~ "'"1~1 fl 1 ..... ~1 n "1 -1 '·1· tTT .-.. n ,, ttl·' .... '· ~ 'l!"· .-1 1 .... rn , . .-+ ~ I:l tJ-. ~ r "~1 .-1 TI·.-1 --p.r- ···!- t~-, ,. ··: .. .J.:·lJ ::. -:· ·:. t..'l'·-+ '·-· -·Y o. '·-+ _. t:: -:·1:::'• .... •._. 1'--"' ·:'. ;~t:-: .. _. • . .J .-lit:" , __ ,c.!-.+. •:.1------.:· t.._. .·!.~.'=:." 

ow ·runnanese arcllit.ecture of v..rooden house::: still remain .. an(l unlite otlwr 
cities in this part of China., it. T-Nas t::i.id out lite an imperial dty vlith streets 
t"lll"l!11. !"1''" -=-tt-·=t 1. n11t !"1·-·r-tl"! ?I t1·"l C· ~ 11 ttl .-. ~=t .::·t ~ 1"1•"1 \;.T·"• .::·t [H1!"1. !"1'-.. tl"l •"• ~;.r· r· tl"l•"· .-.1· tv ~-1·=t .::· - · b '-1 •" 1-· e, •" l..__t •" 1-· ... ·-11•••1 - · •• ,1 ~~-•'-' •" 1-• 1•. I I e.._J .·, -· cl • ~ I I v. •" '=::"' 1•.· •"l ( ", 1_,._1 

the scene of such cr.y:,.. . .rding a.nd chaos that one couW llardl'v -.:,...l:::1.lt tllrou·2·11 the ,_, # w 

streets. Cllolera. t)rote out as C()rp:::e::; v..rere left in tlle streets a.nd nigllt-s()il 
ca.rriers abandoned their loads to run from the t)omb::; (there v-1a::; no air -raid 
~ .. varnine: signal): and the tide of refue-ee:: c:arrie-d the et)idemic a.low2·. V·le had ·-· ,_, . :_. r- ,_, 

11op.ed to see more of the citv bv dav. but there V·las time onlv f•:)r dinner at a 
~ I I • I 

Szeclr': .... Jan -style llole-in -tlle-':ilall c•f exceptional filtll tout strperior cuisine-
before turnilw in for the night. ,_. ,_, 

(Jur lat:t dav on the road be:2·an on a mournful note. •"'"~t a villa!2"e 
' u u 

outside P.a.oshan. v..re came u-1-_).::m a gav.rtinq crov.,;d absorbed in tlle sp~e.:::tacle . v u 

of an oW man V·lailing and t)eating lli::: breast over tlie t~~xly of a small chiW. 
I had a fleeting glirnpse of a tiny huma.n fonn laid out on a bamt)oo pallet.. 
On the- (;t.her side of the r·:);3.d was a stalled tra(:tor whkh might possibly have 
caused the accident. Hua in(licated that accidents of this sort -..hTere frequent, 
..,,...Jl1iCll <lidn .. t surprise me after tlle rnany sm(:1_1l chil(lren I notice.:l playing or 
~hTa.lking unaccornpanied along busy stretd1es of the road. 

~.;';lhat a road this ~Plos: never -v.ras a h12"hwa.v so u.na:::rot;sed bv othe-r ,_, r r 

Not onlv 
' 

V·Ta.S it the major 
U1orou.gl1fare of a vast region, , it V·ras t11e one a.t1oJ only roacl servicing an 
eXl):3.!1Se of mountain and va11ev·. ri>ler and c:trP.:~t-n .--·1tv :~n..-1 vi11:~op. N.-··, ..--.th,:::.t-·r· ., . ._. ·-·· ·-· ._ ..... .~ ·-·· .... ,. ,. ....... _,. , ••• ·-··•=· ·-· . ... , ·-· ............ ·-· .. 
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from the great Road itself. 
No V·Toncler we had passed.. here and there.. at inlpn)t•:3.bly rernot.e 

spots .. solitary figure:: drinting in t.lie V·l•:)nders of the f•:)a.d .. as in lonely 
la.ndscape paintings. i!..J. rnan v..ritll a i)u.nme of faggc·ts C:•:)ntemplating t11e 
distant rnountains. i·J. sma.ll bo~r mesmerized by the bright red of a bare cliff. 
i·. child fast asleep by the side of the road, alone in the rniddle of nov·rl1ere. 
i·. young rn::u1 reading a boo1=: on a ledge •Y·lerlo(Jting a v:::tlley as v.,;ide and 
1)1' 1;, -C1!-;,;::.1·1 -:...::· p-1;::. c·;::.-:. /!. ~rn 1L11-iC1 !-!-lC•tl-1;::.1- T,t.r1· tt-l 1·1;::.1· t·l'=' 11 V (··1·1 1·1;::.1· t •·='f t·l:• t _.:::.rl ti i no - L.~· b ·-· ._. ._ ... ._, _J. .... ,_, . .,,_ ... _ .1. .1 I ... . b 'J •J. ._. I I _.,1 ·-· - ·-·.k· I . ·-· -·L . .... ... , -·J-J.. .... ..~. 0 

her covl and niQ-s V·There the road reached a sumr.nit of deserted alT)ine r- ,_, r-

pastures . . . 

:Ei:::v:J: in the thirties .. V·lhen my father v..r:3.s ~till a young man ancl a 
transportation officic:1.l, 11e 11acl come to China. t() t:ee tlli::: rc,;:td, nev..rly built a.t. 
the time and not quit.h complete. In the llalf century or :::o :::ince then .. 

f-)recious few (:hane-es ha.d (l(:o:::urred alone- the road that 'Nould surr-)rise hir.n u u 

todav. V·Tere he still alive t~) see them. The universe ·visible from the road , . 

v.,ras basically uncl1::mgHl: t.lle sa.me jungles Ct:)Vering the :::arne _peat~:.: t11e. 
same rivers spanned by the same lxidges. the sar.ne strearn::: irrigating the 
t:arne terraced fields: the same f-lid.ures.::lue !2TO:::·UPS of this or that minc·ritv in . u • , 

tl- .-. ,-.. -r( .~ tr·l·t-.. -.1 .-.1 ~ t1·1·1-j( T/V·rr: ,-.1·1· .-.. -. '····r· t111·1·_-.,-. ~ .. -1,-·t t1·1··· r··-· r·( .•. TT·-1r·1· ···tTT ' ··!· •·(· '' j .-. ,-. .. 1~ .:ad .• 11:::' _. t.lc•. 1-.· 1.) _. l 1-=. •,•, 1.) 1 -:• 1•---J:::' 1-.·t:' 1 .. -· t:-:' 1~)•:-.. :• .·, •· ... ':::' .:u:l .• 1't;j 'l ~-. t:' ·'l 1-. -' 1.1 U.J.t:'-:• 
~ . , 

m:E<i in cara.vans of C•l(i. Tlle. !1}1:)t.or traffic itself 1l:::1.(i tllinnHl somevlllat. .. ·:)f 

cour;e_. ~:ince the heavy volurne of the 'Nar yea.r::: . .i!..nd V·The.re Chevrolet l1::1.d 
( 1•' .,1·1-11. 1·1·=1 t ~.-·1 ;r.!,·) t-~·)::.·7 r_.:. r~-~~-· t-.,11,::.""-c· ~.q;::.t·;::. f1i) ~~i t1·1;::. 1.-··,t·t-~l t';!. ,.-. t-1,.-.,1· ,.-.""- "T'l (_-;(_i_, !-_-;;-_1.t_£-_: 111· t_:r._·: 
·"' ._. '- · • • _ . •. ,I ~r "• .J.J•-·' .I ~~o•.J.J.;3, J. .. - ··-' ,. . ._1 'f"r ·-· ._, ·- '{'1 • • ·-· ·-· I •. -..·1 '•' '•' '•' . 

dishes sprouted over a ·village here .. a temple there. i~J.nd at. stretche~: .:)f the 
roa(l under repair.. V.Je (li(i come upon tlle O(id tract.:)r or t:·ulld·:::.zer­
machinerv that Vv7::J.snl available for the l)uilding· of the roa.d. But in the main. , u . 

the laborers we s;:J.W v·rere still using the sarne metliods of building and 

upgrading as they had bact then, chipping av..ray at rc~~:t .. mO'ling the earth 
lnndful t)y llandful. 

As V.Je rnaneuverecl. the last of the hill~: (in our a.pproa.ch to Kumning by 
ni!2"ht. the cit.v-'s l:3Yered He·ht~: flk:terine- belO'Pl like illurninated terraces in a 

U• I I ._~ u 

jungle of dart .. I felt a pilgrim··s sense of return fnnn a place of homage. I 
had traveled t11e length of a roa.(l taten l)efore rne by my father .. t:·efore. llirn 
by l1is father. and before that bv 11is father's fatlwr-on through ;::1. T)ast . i - !4' 

forever lost to memorv and family historv. , , 
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Later tllc:tt. nigl1t .. l)act in Kunming_. I 'Vlas strucl: t)y t11e many pa.t11s 
t:J.ten by people from rny O'=Nn past which int.ersH;ted on the r<)ad. 
E:zj1austed, car-son:- and (:overed from ha.ir t':) sh·:)e 'i/'lith dust .. we arrived at 
the Kunminq Hc·tel to find more Burmese revolutionaries. Ne~.ATS of the 

u 

Lintnen:;-" arrival had spread.. l)ringing tlw Vlelcomers-arnong t11etn old 
friends from their tretting da;1s in the eunnese jungle. One of these aging 
guerrillas .. a srnall frail man, -.;Na.f.; out on a pass from the hospital, where he 
'i·las beinfl" treated for a debilitatinq ma.ladT,·'. i~ ... nother old veteran. seemin•oJ!T,l u u . 

-=·t1 lt·ct· -.;; bllt P. '=11. rlP-f1tl-.;r 1"1(· t 1·1·=1 (i 1-.,;:. '· 1·1 c-;:.1· 7 .-. rl "'..'.71. t1·1 ~ 1·1 '=1 tt·.., r·1:' ~ f r11· 771. t"lp.c-r· '=1 1·1r1 ~--- I - . .., I """.... 1 ._JJ'_, ~~,.,;_._ t---·1:::' ._, ... ._.1;::'._ l.l C.l. ~--· .a:J. .... .f ... I..) ·- .......... ._.._.~ ·-· ·-+ 

almost passed out at a bus station earlier th;::1.t day on his Vlr..1.y t£) the hot.el. 
~.;)lhile I wa~; the ont.:=;i(ier tho:=:- nninvit.ed p·n.:=:-st I v.,r;=t~; i=•Teet..:=:-d 'iNHrnllV bv 

•- -· -- • • •1 • -· - - •=• -· • - .' -·- 0 - - - -· I - I 

these retired rebels. most c.f V·lh.:)m had either met or tnev·l of my father. 
Tl1ey V·lere felh)V·l-p;::;.tri·:)t::; and c:c·rnra.(le:; of sorts: He 11:::v:l f()ugllt his O"':,...lfl 

wa.rs as editor and publisher of .Tb-:? }l,{:;·t./(~IJ· in the capit::1.l city c·f Rangoon. 
·whilo:::- thev fou.etit theirs in tho:::- J·u.ne:les of the north. • u v 

l?lans ha(l been l;:;.id for a (!inner in o::)ur llo:)nor, to t·e. heW at the h·:)me 
of a C11inese frietl(l. Di::;cussh::on::; al::u:)lJ.t tirne, transportation, a.n(i (lirections 
ensued-all com~1_~1icate.d bv· our di::;cc·ve.rv that the Kunming Hotel Vola::; full . 

I I •...J 

he offered t() driv·e us to another hotel to trv (HJ.r luct . Several fullv occup.~ied 
' ' 

11otel::: la.ter, lle returned us. ex:ha.u::te·J arKl (iefea.ted. to t11e Kunr.ning. T11ere . . -
V·le threv-l ou.rselTv'es on the rnercv of tlw nB.na!d"e.t:nent and ended up V-lith a 

I U 

suit-& V>lhich tho:::- Lintnert.: and I by t11en 'i,nler-s- (;nly t,::)o ha.ppy to :::haro:::-. 
Trudfl"inq up.~ tl) (HJ.r rcu)ffi t(:o der).::-.~sit (:our dust" baf!"s, tvm a.ilinq J·nnf.:tlP. 

t.....J w .£·" J I.J t.....J -· D . 

veterans in t(i~N, vle st.~:)pped only for a. quiet vlaSll-trp l)efore setting out for 
the dinner in our honor. In the confino&rnent of a small apartrnent. in the 
suburbf.; of Kumnin2·. our lK·sts had p'renared an elaborat-e multi -co:::·u.n;.;:,. rneal ,_.. .r-

~,vhkh v.Je v.,rere too tired to eat.. Still, the evening mi!J0(ht have draqged on. 
I...J I..J._ • 

lla(l one of tr1e. (.•1(1 rnen not l:1een lai(ilovv' by anot11er attact of dizziness. His 
stout. arniable wife .. younger than him by rnore than a fe,,.ol ye;3_r::;_, promptly 
abandoned the titd1en (\.•There she had stood o:~ootin2· for the duration (if our . u 

long meal) to minister to him. Settling llirn in an arm(:hair .. repea.ting a 
:::oot11ing remin(ier t11at slle tneV·l .... .llllat to <lo .. slle l::nev.,; exactly Vlllat. to ·::lo .. 
slle proceeded t·:) rul) Tiger :E:.alm into va.rf.:)u.::; pressure pc·ints on llis hands 
and face Volitll her f()rt11idable thumb. 
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v.Jhat. to do .. she proceeded to rub Tiger .Balrn into ~la.riou::; pressure pc•ints on 
his hands and iace V.Jitll her formida.ble t.hurnt). 

Leaving the patient to rest .. we tJ)Ot our leave round abou.t r.nidnight 
;::tnci groped our Vla.y ::tep t>y ste:p dov·m dartened flights of stair::;. On my 
arm -... .. .,ra::; tile ot11er olcl veteran v..r11o llc1.cl l)egun to trernble more a.ncl mc:.re as 
tl-1~ 1-11·.-.-1-1t ,.,T,.-·r~ .->!1 I f~·~11-~..-1 1-1~ , .. Y>1ll..-l 11~'7~1- 1-I-1·~·1=·~ 1·t {l..-··''·Tt-1 t1·1~ -=-t·~1·r-=-.. .· 5 .• I 'I·) .._. 1.. . •J'-· ._,. ·.+ ._. II·. -· ·... ..... ..... •-'. a. ... • ... •• · ... • I .... v ._, ·"-'· ·-' 

u.nsupp(>rted.: but sotnehov·l Vole got. him to the hospital and returned him t(> 
his ward in time. 

It 1-- 11 r·t 1"1r TT ~ b ~- .-. 1"1 tll~rl ~. 1"1 t1"1 ~ ~--:-. t· t· . .., ·"·lF tC> t1·1~ 1"1 ~- t •"•1 t1"1':l t I tlr(·, n r·.~·-l .. I! _ . .::• _. .:\ 'I '-· !'=::''=::' <:0 _. l...J '=::' t •. u. J )•:1.1,. ·~ · -· ,. I.) •. '=::' .• • •:•. · ' , . 1 •. 1 .. ·-· ' 

my V.J;3.llet.-(as1l .. credit cards, driver's lic:en::;e and all. 
L.!!Lnd so, at. t~No o'doct in the morning, fo:)llowing a t.v·lelv·e-hour drive .. 

an hc'lur -long hotel c:lwc:k -in .. and a three-hour dinner in tlle company of 
feel)le C:•W free·::ior.n figllt.ers .. I f()lJ.!Kl myself on anotlwr ::;u.r-rec:1.l clEJSe. I··.·1Y 
.-.. -. r·- r-· r f" 1. ··· r· ,-. +1·1· ,~ tl• f- .-. T 'T~!- '· t1· 1" .-. ~ ·;j ,-.,-.1· •-t·-i !" t r· "(""1 r· ·j ,-,- .-. t"r· .-. r· tl"l ·' }71_1 !" !" -.1· !" (I g '· t ···1 
1 ••• 1.) Il ).:\ 1 1 .• ! 1.:- t_.l .:- · Ill:::' '•"lv '=::' .1 '=::' ··-· O:.·.·=•,j .:- •• •: .• lv- L •:·. 1•:,.::,1:::'•·=• I.) ·-· .'=::' ·~ . 1 Il 1;=, ••',! .. '=::'. 

V•!hO ended Uf-:o !d3.llantlv a.;::(:Oril[->anVill!2. me t(l file 3. re}>Ort at the f->Oli(:e 
1- 1 I i '-' 

sta.th:m. Tlle chances of recoverv v.Jere dearlv slight. but in that tv·lilight zone 
,. cl ~ • ._. 

of rnent::tl instability I V·las deterrninecl not to miss rny chance of ;::1. lifetir.ne to 
see the inside of a T:tunnanese police st:~.tion. 

The next rnorning, when I recounted these travail-::; t£) the Lintner!:; 
{,,.,l1"1(l 1·1·~· (1 ·:·l~nt t1·1r(·J1Cf1"1 fi"1'l ,.-.,.-.,!·I-11·+-J(IC ·~11·1,.-l .-r,.-·,1·1-fCIC 11·1:~ l-.,.:"i\-.1·~-:-) P,~!·+ji Tl{)it·1+~,.-l '· ' • ·-· •.J. ·- ._, ·-· r-· -· -· ._) -·o i ..... ._. J.~;~ ..... '-· ·.+ 6 ·-· i::, ·-' • ·-· -· '-· kJ ·-· ·-· 1 } l...· ·-· L.J.l r-· ·- • f.. ._. ·-

out t11at it V·Ta.s entirely Vlitllin t11e realrn of f-:":)::sit:.ility to recc:.ver t11e V.Jallet. 
This V·r=Js China. after all. ;::1. countrv Vlith a fetish ;::i.t>:)Ut honestv. ···r l:ne'N a 

· • I I 

iellov·l who lo~:t his (:amera in Chim:~ .. '' he said. ····Granted this v..ros a fev·.r -.:.rear~; 
. ' 

ago. He reported it to the police, v.,;ho found it the next day. The only thing 
V·las: tlw police returne·::l it to him Vlitll an invit;::ttion to v..ritJless tlle execution 
of the tllief.'' 

I beg·an to p)rav for non -recoverv. Anvwav. the v.;-a.llet and it!;; contents 
'-' I i I I · 

'Nere a reasonable price t1:) pay for the journey I'd survived-more expensive 
t11an a I·.,..lart Cross pen .. its true, but not t::~~::. dear for life ancllimt•. 

* * * * * 
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