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COLLECTION FOR THE BURKE MEMORIAL WASHINGTON STATE
MUSEUM, UNIVERSITY OF WASHINGTON

ARTIFACTS USED AND MADE BY VILLAGERS IN NORTHEASTERN
THAILAND

Charles Keyes

1967-68
Introduction

The attached listings are of a collection which consists of utensils and craft items
made and used by villagers in the central part of northeastern Thailand. The collection
was focused on the village of Ban Nong Tiin, Tambon Khwao, Muang District,

. 9 o o Y] o .
Mahasarakham Province (11U#U89AY, A10a1, dunoiiog, 19riaumeasiam). I carried

out anthropological research in this village in 1962-1964 and made further visits to the
village for research purposes in 1967-1968 and in 1972-1974. A similar collection was
previously made, also focused on the same village, for the American Museum of Natural
History in New York in 1973-74.

Ban Nong Tiin lies aboutl5 kilometers east southeast of the provincial capital of
Mahasarakham. In July 1963 it had a population of 703 people, almost half were below
the age of 15. In the mid-1960s the village divided into two villages, with the village of
Ban Nong Tiin retaining about two-thirds of the households and the new village of Ban

Khwao Noi (ﬁmm’nﬁa 8) having about one-third. Both villages are located on high land

with rice fields lying in the surrounding area.
The village was founded no earlier than about 150 years ago and there is evidence
to suggest that it lies in an area which was settled from very early times indeed. A village

in the same tambon (commune) —Ban Siang [Chiang] Hian (ﬁ’mt%uﬁ gU)— is the site of
an old town which existed in about the 7"-9™ centuries C.E. Some 2% kilometers away
from Ban Nong Tiin in another direction is an old ‘Khmer’ temple which was built in the
12™ century. And in the village of Ban Nong Tiin itself thee is an open area which is
referred to as the ‘Khmer field’. Villagers believe that Khmer soldiers were once
quartered at this spot.

Ethnically the village consists totally of people who are variously referred to as
‘Lao’, ‘Isan’, and ‘Thai-Lao’, Culturally and linguistically the villagers of Ban Nong Tiin
in common with the majority of villagers in northeastern Thailand share much with the
main lowland population of Laos. However, as they have been incorporated for the past
century in the Kingdom of Siam (now Thailand), they have also developed some
characteristics which set them apart from their cousins in Laos. Thus, they may be called
‘Isan’, which means ‘Northeast’, thus indicating that they are Lao who are part of the
political state of Thailand.

The major economic activity of the vast majority of villagers in northeastern
Thailand is the production of glutinous rice, the staple of the area. In addition, villagers
also grow a number of other crops, some for sale and some for home consumption. And



almost every village house also engages in the production of implements and craft items.
It is these products which make up the collection.

Characteristics of the collection

The following is the cover note I wrote for the lists when the collection was first made::
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