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DONIZETTI Scenes from: 
(1797...;1848) L'E1isir d'amore 

Theodore Deacon, director 
Nemorino •••••••• John Obourn 
Adina ••••••••••• Kelly Kerr 

140ZART Cosi fan tutte 
, ,(1756-1791) Despina •••••••••••Darlene Ayars 

Fimrdi1igi•••••••• Nancy Hautala 
Dorabella ••••••••Yvonne Naum 

}IOZART Die Entf6hrung aus dem Serail (In. German) 

Be1emonte••••••••• John Obourn 
. Konstanze •••••••••Judith Page 

Pedri1lo ••••••••••Michae1 DeVries 
B1ondchen•••••••••Kel1y Kerr 

PUCCINI Suar Angelica (In Italian) 
(1358-1924) Abbess ••••••••••••:Nancy Hautala 

Angelica•••••••••• Laurie Haney 
Principessa•••••• Kyra C1efton 

HASSEHET Manon 

. (1342-1912) 
 Robert DeSimone, director and conductor 

Manon •.•••••••••••••••• Connie Corrick 
Chevalier Des Grieux•••Uichae1 DeVries 

INTERl1ISS IOU~ ND.3- qOr-s­
lIElmTTI The i:1edium 
(b. 1911) Robert DeSimone, conductor 

Judith Page, director 

Toby ••••••••••••• Theodore Deacon 
Uonica ••••••••••E1isa Dakin 
Baba •••••••••••••Linda Combe11ick 
Mrs. Gobineau••••Maurita Rogers 
Mr. Gobineau••••• Steve White 
Mrs. No1an•••••••Kyra Clef ton 
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~ NtJ.l/ - 90s' 
JOHN BEEMAl.'l" * The Great American Dinner Table (an opera 
(b. 1954) in one act) 

Ray Bannon s director 
Louis Stewart, conductor 

Ivaitress •••••••••••••••••••• Connie Corrick 
}~itre d! ••••••••••••••••••• Tom Bell 
Mrs. Susan Rustin••••••••••• Valerie Nicholls 

> Sal Rustin, her daughter •••• Leslie Brownell 
Peter, a friend of Danny •••• John Obourn 
Danny Rustin •.••••••••••••••Richard Russell 
Hr. James Rustin•••••.•••••••Charles Wayne 
Uncle Jack, his brother, 

a stroke victim ••••••••••• Burt Sullem 
Young Girl •••••••••••••••••• Harianne Schneider 
Young Couple•••••••••••••••• Julie and Tom 

Carpenter 

Production Staff 

~usical Director and Conductor •• Louis Stewart 
Stage Director•••••••••••••••••• Ray Bannon 
Rehearsal Pianists••••••••••••.• Louis Stewart 

•••••••.•••Martin Olsen 
••••••••••• Ray Bannon 

Choreographer•••.•••••••••••••.• Larry Byrne 
Stage Manager••••••••••••••••••• Una Stewart 

~presented in partial fulfillment of the requirements for the degree of Master 
of t1usic. John Beeman is a student of William Bergsma. j 

Director 1 s Notes 

The Great American Dinner Table is a study of character types common to the 
American scene during the Vietnam War Era. Each is recognizable as a stereotype: 
Mr. Rustin is the capitalist head of the house with emphatic but uninformed views 
on everything; his wife is the motller figure who holds to traditions and revels 
in the past; Sal is the flighty, slightly vacuous sorority type; Jack, the in­
valid relative who is coddled and treated like a child; Danny, the conscientious 
objector who acts only out of the fear of not acting, and Pete the silent type. 
The exception to these is the waitress, who is both efficient~ and, more impor­
tant, sensitive to the needs of her clientele. 

The molds are broken only through the tragedy which closes the work. The only 
moments of sensitivity ~ome during the conversation between the waitress and 
Danny, who find a common level of conversation based on a similar anxiety-­
involvement. Other than this, the characters live in a plastic environment in 
which conversations are either monologues or arguments. There is a common enchant­
ment with hearing the sound of one's own voice. Small talk and smaller thoughts 
abound. 

The opera takes place in 1967, when the winds of change in political, social and 
moral areas were causing turmoil in the minds of all Americans. In no other as­
pect of our lives were these currents more shaped or reshaped than in that sensi­
tive organism which reacts and interrelates with the trends of society--the 
American family. 
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The Great American Dinner Table 

Orchestra Members 

VioUns Bass 

Brian Boughten Carl Uerner 
Jenny Bogert 
Brigitta Grossrieder FZute 
Phil Lane 
Lillian Otani Linda Mortarotti 
11-lay Zia 
Cecellia-Wendy Lee Oboe 
Dan Davis 
Rob Emory Leslie Threlkeld 
Barbara Rood 

CZarinetVioZa 

11ia Wu Julie Oster 
Chris Boyd 
Cindy Balser Bassoon 

Gary Claunch 

l:lartin Bonham Frenah Horn 
Peter Reese Diane Eaton Page Smith !lichael Simpson 

Piano 

Peraus8ion 


l\felissa West 
Erin E. Heehan 
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