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Short explanatory Note
Générique
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Quelques images extraites du vidéo-film

- English sub-éﬁﬂes |







. ‘was the setting of a c

. ORODOM SIHA\IOUK_ ~

- [ have chosen to present ‘the mcemparabiy beautxfui tempies and
‘ forests of Angkor in the framework of a "romantic” and "sad" story. :
- ANGKOR me of its splendor (Xth, Xlth and Xlith centunes} :
uering and {triumphant Khmer Monarchy.
; If "film maker" Norodom Sihanouk had lived at that time, he would
: not have certamly had the 1dea to place in ‘the middle of the brand new stone

severa} centunes ago ‘whose stones have aged c0n51derably whwre certam
parts have caved in and are covered by an ir vadmg tropxcal vcgetanon seems

&sresult of this alm

PHURISS ;

dly influenced, at ‘the hterarv le’vel b‘v the L
(perlod of the Romantzasm) who in ulelr_ -

Fmaﬂy 1S
came out of the m
‘ whose author (wn

: In my film-video "TO SE Gl
L given words to be spoken by P URISSA frem quotes of very i
well written.
LAC«:)UTURE | |
. These texts are. in effect, extremely use i

Isto the understandmg ot orto

. e acquamtance with the far-oif and glorious past of ihe recem verv u*agn,}

~ and bloody past a

meoﬂ;ai and 1rreplaceable

Nerodo | Slhanouk - .



B ks R

 Prof. Dr. SAMETH...
o ,Poll

no SlS du dlalogué dei c1tat10n d:fauteurs franc;als etc,.; |
: par TRUONG MEALY -




Textes (mtes dans ce v1deo—ﬁlm) de s
JEAN LACOUTURE et de MARC RIBOUD

Metteur-en-Scene
SENG SETHA

~ Phnom Penh, Cambodge, Octobre 1994




Translated from the

("TO SEE ANGKOR

~ he comes down wy ‘
~ only has one yPar leﬁ to hive.

- MALAY, PHURISSA

5 ‘*‘PHURISSA lives at
- MALAY has fallen

. ANGKOR

~ AFILMBY NORODOM SIHANOUK

| P‘HURJS‘SA, once he is back in ANGKOR, is very happy and at peace.




o fHe reads bc)oks wntten by French authors to OPHEAP descnbmg the o |

L ~:hxstory of the Khmers of ANGKOR and their ar

ient civilization.

i g;In \PHNOM NH MALAY and the ambltious pohtzcxan very much wnsh
to get married. However, since PHURISSA is going to die within one year,
~ they b;de the;r time and hlde thelr “romance" from h;m :

In SIEMREAP PHURISSA receives a len’er trom MALAY, who apoloolzes ‘

for not being abl e to come see him since, according tc her, her mother’s

: kcondxtlon s gettmg wors’ and worse hy the day .

; SOPHEAP admlts to PHURISSA that she 1S hopelessh n love wuh ham

She takes hlm 10 a pageda where the monks ‘;,rant the:r blessnm o

~ PHURISSA.

Parhament

husband, PHURISSA However he olite
‘PENH to hve w1th0ut hlm .

In PHNCM PENH the general parhamentarv elecnons toock place fmm ‘\Aa\x :
2328, 1993 ‘

‘MALAY is very unhappy Wxth her lover and his pohtlca party since shef -

spent a fortune on them and b

on}y. managed to wm two seats in

Smce hghtnmg never tam 10 strik AY's mether‘s:hen dies. “

Aﬁer this, MALAY dec;des to tr wel to S EMREAP—ANGK‘R te see he.; o

In ANGKOR PHURISSA embracmo the sweet and dewted SOPH!:,AP in

fhls arms, takes one last look at ANGKGR and then appears to tai asl eep o

chever he has actua ly died.

“SGPHEAP Lries her heart out.

EPILOGUE o

Exacth one vear after the death 01‘ the auth@r PHURISSA her one true :
love, Dr. SOPHEAP returns to ANGK.R—V ATT to p;ousiy visit the p}aces; -
: where PHUR’SSA accompamed b‘v SOPHEAP had spend the 1ast tew

= -:z*z«:‘ y

2

jasks her to go back m P}?\OM- .




o r~z~¥m0meﬁt5 of I L vV ‘
statues of B ‘ : ISS: ‘ rvemi prayed She L
‘alse sees once aoam the smaﬂ (,ute boy wim p ayed the ﬂute I‘zzke the vear e
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English sub tltles i;;“

“SCENE xbiioy

Prof SAMET : ‘ o i

o "I'm very saddened by thls conflrmatlon of Prof Le ire on

the incurable character of your 111ness S :
“"I m desperate

~ "I have stlll one year to llve : L
. "Before dylng, 1 wish to see ANGKOR agaln, symbol of
~ Cambodla s greatness ; e .

Prof SAMET ‘ : L . ~
: ‘"I admlre your courage My affectlon for you 1s 1mmense

*~*“ -

SCENE 11

A Student : L .
; - "We students 1ove to read your books whlch glve ‘ w_yalue
;,to our modern lltterature - :

I May I hp Ygﬁx-fkk

"P ease wrlte some words for me;~
"My name 1s LEAKHA ~ ~

PHURISSA . ..
~ "Madame, I*msvexy honoured.

‘s‘SCENE 101

i w .

“You don t 11ke Phnom Penh“"‘“dd :




only love.

J‘PﬂURISSA T
g love you

! - "But what Khmer does not w1sh to see or see agaln ANGKORk ‘
‘]before leav1ng thl world° ;

‘ "I have my bank hotel supermaket to run.
and must take care of my se 1otsly 111 mother

o

PHURI “~~ L
;understand the need you have to remaln in. PPenh:*
“Please care well of your mo : ~ ~

MALAY M : S ;
: "My cou51n SOPHEAP your admlrer has completed herr adienl
studles ‘ . Lo L
"She w1ll be at your se‘vice

SCENE IV13 \¥i’l;;

SOPHEAP 5 e ‘
,j““Surrounded by this tranqullllty my life shall be happy
“?:"W1th you I shall admlre ANGKOR to the fullest G

;‘you, Aunty, ﬁ@;;havinggtaken~$9x9@bdﬂcf'

‘?“SOPHEAP x'm‘sc_h;pp~~to;see~

‘iMme‘OUN ~ .
L "Could I offer a dr1nk°

~{80PHEAP . .
L "Mlneral water for both of us

1A~Mme OUN ‘ ‘ ‘
o ~ “Before,‘PHURISSA dld not refuse a glass of whlsky.,\




‘ *fPHURISSA

{;MALAY

"y 11ke to read them so much that I almost fa:u.l:‘1

. ‘?"Your cou31n my w1fe MALAY has reason to say that I 1ack
~patr10tlsm. - ;
: “I should have taken up teachlng

oveducatef

r*students

 SOPHERP : . . L |
G "Cambodla is proud toihave 1n yousa\k‘l er worthy of such
name. ; o L

PHURISSA S :
- "You should not sacrlflce you

1f tO takeca e ~of an
1ncurab1e sick man. o e e ;

SOPHEAP ‘ . e ~
B "I shall make everythlng possmble or ou o:llve Stlll long
~t1me ‘ , G o L o

:_.._.._._W._SC‘ENE i

:"He and I W111 soon meet in t
"You 11 be able to marry Mr P

MALAY

“Mother; Mr‘POLAK‘and I Will let you sleep.
; , - L :
* ok

SCENE v11‘
. POLAR : |
: "My love, I want to marry you S
"PHURISSA shall dle soon e

~ P
"But we must

paio nt“,..

POLAK L : e ;
: "If the publlc flnds‘out that I have stolen PHURISSA s
o beautlful w1fe, my pollt1ca1 ambltlons will be burled ~ .

‘~"You 11 certalnly be a w1nner in the p011t1cal fi'ld
"... with my fortune at your dlsposal : ~ .




 PHURISSA :

PdURISSA - o e
. ”JEAN LACOUTURE has writteh“ag beautifu1”
ANGKOR‘.
. At the beglnnlng there was the forest
~".,. which man entered to impose the stone,
"L build sanctuarles and suscitate the gods
. "The forest tried to take 1ts revenge. o
- "Man saved the stone ..
"But has he gained the Gods good will?
"Crowds come to Afgkor in quest of Buddh'st seren
"But they experience anguish... iRt
"The history of Cambodia is so traglc ‘
"Behind these smooth faces and soft gestures N
Mo there is so much fury ;
Y..¢ So recent horrors. o e
: "Visitors to Cambodla of the years of honey ask foollsh
~quest10ns ; ;
- "How could war, v1olence trouble thls Khmer Bouddhlst
pzu:ad:rse’> i
"PAUL MUS responded e . :
... Do you believe that the Khmer people who - built
gigantic temples dug canals, domlnated Indochlna, on W how
to smile?
"It's necessary to be.
"BERNARD GROSLIER w

frent offa hostlle heture o e o :
"... Could spurt out feroc1ous v1olences, crueltles

L
* %
~PHURISSA ‘
"You re an admlrable artlst mu31c1an
*
- * %
: SCENE IX -
;MALAY

"Your Party w1ll certalnly win at the next ele~t‘on“‘e1*f'
"My fortune w1ll contrlbute to r su SS

‘ A Pollt1c1an : ‘ :
"Our Party expresses to you 1rydeepest gratltude

- "I drlnk tO your v1ctory ;
r ; : * o
.

SCENE X

nJEAN LACOUTURE wrote . . -
.




masterplece of thek hmeruarchltecture and sculpture
. royal sanctuary and tomb, never a palaceeu

. ~ col sus... two super human greatnesses :

"JAYAVARMAN VII bullder of Bayon, is the most bew'~ch1ng59

personality of Khmer hlstory..- ~ , .

e M Compass on  and v:Lolence whose synthes:Ls make
‘character of the ~ ‘ o - L

1

region between Indla and Chlna‘.}.
~ "He died towards 1220 aged 80 years. : .
- "ThekBuddhlst Klng dld not suffer of h1s own. 111nesses but :

he center of AN ;KORTHOM, his Capl‘a,l BAYON

.f‘and the most exhuberant demonstratlon of the Khmerj

genlus;
; "Itgfour faces on the towers symbollse the royal power
~,bless1ng the "four Easts" of the country.
- "A Portuguese Capuchln frlar will see BAYON in "rulns" but~~
royal in its ornaments.
"The Portuguese 1n51sts on the extraordlnary systen\ ofl
1rrlgaton,,.ﬂs“~ ‘ L L -

"moe canals, brldges : '
; M. the wealth. of the Khmer country 1n rlce,s bo 1ds,_i
 buffaloes. :
- "Two centurles still, a young French dlplomat5
Ilmpre531onﬁof ”angu;sh"...g L e
‘ SKOR THOM... only the walls are 1ntact
- e doors are guarded by fifty giants in stone
"joined by the coils of a monstrous serpent. : ~
“Sadness . the dense forest fills the vast prec1ncts
L It is necessary to go through the lnextrlcable bushes
to reach the ruins... :
- L Power, confllcts, ‘symbols, ~mag1c, angulshfg
;~mbeauty...¢ga~ ~ L L
L "... The genlus of; ;RAI s water ~ L
j"... Country born from a glgantlc rlver,‘a phenomenal la

; “A v1rulence of whlch only the Amazonlan forest‘gl es a
idea... :

‘f"Bew1tch1ng 1s the eplc copulatlon of the couple nature and
culture. : .
‘ "The feellng of unlty nothlng more Buddhlst certal”




’11 an emp
"What 1nterest do I have to 1 E?

‘g‘or short,

~ our 1 fe‘has
Buddha Dhamma Sangha L -

MALAY

A P011t1c1an .
"Do not worry'

re is a 1etter from your cousxn my w1fe MALAY
*E"Herimother is more and more 111 ~

*"Shé tells me to take very good care of you
"Her mother 1s_dy1ng Our famlly s 11fe 1s sad




;-..At the electlons you have won but‘z seats of 120 seats‘-

“ffor deputies.

"I have shame.

"The heavens punlshed me - S
"I decelved and abandoned my 1oya1 husband
"... who has never accepted to pIOflt of my fortune

POLAK :
. "Darling, I 1ove you pa381onately . .
"It's not your money which attaches me to you;
M"I'm still hoping to marry you so adorable

115 )11 .

"My Party has‘~

MALAY MALAY :
ﬁMr‘POLAK I leave you

~aPHURISSA

"No, you don t dream L
"MY mother is dead. He




; ‘”In'éomlng here you ré not 1ed by love nor affectlon nor_k
plty ‘ ~ o

Ny ask you not to darken the 1ast days of my ex1stence

; "Please ‘go back to PPenh ; - ;

 SOPHEAP : | .
. "Cou51n,;p1ease don t torment h1m1k~ o
"lee hlm you . |

. MALAY .
.y understand.
ry glve you‘thls poor‘Phurlss”

SCENE XVIII

PHURISSA s
"My love, 1ook thes
"But when I go into the other
"even if I meet them I w111 have‘

: oving thoﬁghté‘éhly‘for‘;
you. ...

 SOPHEAP : .
"My darllng,

also remain loyal to you for ever.

e died, think of taking a husband worthy of your

‘SOPHEAP ~
L "1 w111 glve
. ofme.

k”’"My‘darllng,
French scholar on




"... could not even get loose.
* %

" EP I LOGUE

. ‘“Exactly one year after the death of PHURISSA her only love, Dr SOPHEAP -
returns to ANGKOR-VATT. -

o ”SOPHEAP fmds the spots where PHURISSA hved the last moments of h1s‘~ L

L life e =

the venerable statues of Lord BUDDHA S

. the charming child playmg the flute ...
‘~’.~.g. nostalgic melodles Vo ; :
"SOPHEAP prays for the happmess S

. of the soul of her beloved .
s whlle the sun 1s settlng.

 ‘|1

UTH D"






